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End of Wonderful Di

Diana, Princess of Wales, died in the small
hours of Sunday in Paris. She was killed along
with her friend, billionaire Dodi Fayed in 4 car
crash. With her death world is poorer by one top
celebrity. Celebrities aren't people whose departure
saddens mankind universally. For they are per-
sons distanced from the ordinary mortals. Not so
in Princess Di's case. The world, meaning the most
of living mankind, will grieve her death not be-
cause of the glamour she exuded or the scandals
media wove round her post-divorce life. This kind
and soft-spoken picture of vulnerability embodied
all the lost princesses of the fairy tales and was one
who was phantasized equally by both men and
.women of all nations, in spite of the controversies
and scandals. Her beauty and bearing counted
more with the millions and nobody bought the
scandals.

End came to her at 36 and the picture of her that
will endure will have eternal youth about it —
something to make up for the full life that has now
been denied her. Her days after parting with Prince
Charles were of unceasing tension born of a search
for a new life and a new relevance. This whole spell
was bedevilled by voyeuristic commercial photog-
raphers pepped up by a supremely paying tabloid
press. She seemed to have overcome this all by
finding in Dodi her peace and her life's companion.
And misfortune struck at the moment she thought
she had found her new life. Misfortune that is be-
ing suspected to be shaped in a big way by a band of
five paparazzi, chasing Diana and Dodi's Mercedez
at a speed beyond 100 kmph. As long as she was the
Princess of Wales — for full 16 years __ and not
simply Lady Diana Spencer, she was continually
hounded by ogling cameras. Now she has beaten
and shaken off those peeping Toms for good. West-
ern Press and Society will need to embark on a
long long search of their souls to come to terms
with the sense of guilt Diana's death must generate
in those. Certain limits will have to be reset to
make society and the individual safe from the
votaries of the god of lucre. -

May God accept in all grace, kindness and indul-
gence this wonderful and erring handiwork of His.

Presto, Education Ministry

The eleven-member task force formed last April
to probe into the heart of darkness that prevails in
our education system has done its job. The report, a
detailed one reeking rampant corruption inside
the eight Boards of the country includes a number
of recommendations as remedial measures.

That our education system is grossly mired in
corruption is the gﬁgeral impression but how
many fathoms deep has it gone is something that
one has to look for in the report. From misappro-

riation of funds to tampering with results there is
ardly any conceivable crime that these Boards

—
More a Controversy than Goodwill

Paradoxes of Peace

South Asia's political and security dynamics are so intricate and the interests of
the nations are so interwoven and interdependent that it has been seldom
possible in the past for any single nation to extract much
advantage from a position of strength

]

RADITIONALLY, peace has always been
I bargained and achleved from a position of
strength. It was seldom given on the platter
by any contender in a conflict. In the military,
we were lold that to have peace one must prepare
for war Such crude approaches to peace making
have gradually been Elving way lo more subtle
and sophisticated CBMs (confidence-building
measures) to preceded the peace process The
CBMs have been auctcaufulf;atlempted in the
soft areas of bilateral and multilateral
relationship to ?m:::ed step-by-step on issues
like trade, travels and cultural exchanges. The
highly integrated EU (European Union) with
even security and politics on its nda now
traces its origin in the little known European
steel and Coal Community of 1952 which went
in a significant way to infuse mutual trust and
confidence in a war-torn Europe. The ASEAN,
another success story of CBM, demonstrates
thrnufh Vietnam's joining the outfit how
adroitly it could be employed to pursuade a
country with a rival system in responding to the
imperatives of economy and peace
In South Asian context, the CBM is not only a
recent phenomenon, it also has a mixed bag. Call
it a CBM or not President Ziaul Hug's Cricket
diplomacy with his unscheduled trip to India to
watch an Indo-Pakistan exhibition match in
Jaipur contributed a %reat deal towards diffusing
tension in the wake of India's Brasstack exercise
in 1987. The exercise, it may be recalled,
prompted Pakistan to field its Army bringing
the two hostile forces eyeball to eyeball. Sirnilar
endeavours in track-two diplomacy, many unfo-
cused exchanges and interactions by the odd sol-
diers. academics and media men as well as odd
goodwill Jamborees could have generated good-
will and urge for peace and harmony among the
nations of South Asia.

But a major pioneering venture was made in
the field by an

not anything else
India also has American anxiety to be pla-
cated, Within the framework of R (Missile

Technology Control Regime) enforced since late
eighties the US has been a lot of pres-
sure on the India's political leadership to
discontinue the testing and deployment of the
missiles. The US pressure was intensified
following the last test-firing of the Prithvi on
January 27, 1996. Despite this. not only the test-
firing went through as planned. at various level
ol India leadership it was asserted that it
reserved the right to deploy the weapon as and
when the national security would so demand.
Indian Prime Minister, nevertheless, walks a
tight rope because he has to, after all, also abide
hr the international obligation of MTCR
although India already crossed the threshold of
missile technology. us, some contradictions
have been brought to the fore in India's missile
deployment policy. Gujral's position is further
exacerbated lest his guarded words on missile is
misconstrued by his political opponent as one of
yielding to US pressure’.

Pakistan's response to Prithvi's deployment
has been predictable. When Prithvi was first
test-fired in early 1991 Pakistan was in desper-
ate search of a comparable tactical missile. Her
indigenously developed Haft | and Haft Il did not
in any waﬁrmatch the medium range Prithvi
which can fire at a r of 350 km with a 250-kg
warhead. Pakistan's fear of Prithvi was some-
what alloyed with her acquisition from China of
M-11 missile whose range is comparable to
Prithvi's. Both can be made ational with
little delay and fired from simple launcher. Ac-
cording to India's research and Development
headed by Dr Abul Kalam, "Prithvi is now prob-
ably a the world's most accurate missile of
its class.” Nevertheless, there were media
reports that Pakistan also, in anticipation of

Prithvi's for-
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South Asia. The highly attended meeting by
experts and analysts discussed at length the
various aspects of Indo-Pak nuclear crisis of
1990 at the height of Kashmiri uprisings and the
CBMs undertaken during the stand off
According to the revelations of the meeting, the
CBMs were in motion both during and after the
crisis.

Soon after the crisis of 1990 was averted. In-
dia with IK Gujral as it external affairs minister
proposed a package of CBM followed by certain
proposals from Pakistan. It could initiate a se-
ries of talks resulting in at least two agreements
including one about the advance information to
each other on military exercises and troops
movement. Since then., numerous exercises in
CBM have been in progress. It partially explains
why Indo-Pak relation remained free of war for
the longest period of the chequered history of
their relationship. Even if politically weak an
out reaching Gujral has been known for his pen-
chant for improving relations through CBM.
Enjoying an overwhelming mandate of the elec-
torate Pakistan's Nawaz Sharif also is likely to
be less dependent now either on presidency or

ern command, however, denied the report
i)crha S to restore the atmosphere for ongoing
ndo-Pak dialogue

Prithvi. it is claimed by Dr Kalam. has been a
pride production in India's missiology. M-11
missile which Pakistan has acquired from
China in the face of stiff resistance from the US
and India is also the pride possession in the
country's arsenal Both can be carried by vehicle
in crates and deplo in no time. It is thus im-
material whether they are actually in their op-
erational positions or not.

The report of Prithvi's deployment has been
able to already vitiate the overall security envi-
ronment of South Asia. Although Pakistan has
not suspended the current peace initiative,
Prime Minister Sharif had gone circumspect and
wrote to UN Security Council’'s five permanent
members reminding them of their special re-
sponsibility in preserving the region's peace and
security and urged them to call upon India to ex-
ercise restraint. Foreign Minister Gohar Ayub
dashed off a letter of US Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright. Pakistan's for ministry
cautioned that the region could ill-afford a mis-
sile race and expressed the coun

Begum Zia went to a wrong place at a wrong time that led to a wrong impression among the

people. What a pity, any foreign visit of our dignitaries, in or out of power, creates

bad precedents and raises eye-brows.

unconfirmed news or hearsay So. the

newspaper reports linking Begum Khaleda
Zia's visit with the "discw:r}r'r::ﬁ the presence of
two accused in Bangabandhu murder case cannot
be the subject of serious discussion After the
denial by the Pakistan High Commission the matter
should rest there. But the problem is whether true
or false this is widely discussed in different
circles. Moreover, when a rumour is spread it takes
time to subside and by the time it does the damage
is already done. The in the present case

affects the tical and its leader
R . Touicsl pary

Begum Kh

The primary question asked is why was it
necessary for Begum Zia to visit Pakistan now? The
timing is wrong, the criticism is so much as was

our Prime Minister’'s long stay in the United

tes on the plea of present during the birth

of her grand-daughter. wonders what would

have been the reaction in BNP circle if Sheikh

Hasina had made a trip to Delhi during anti-Khaleda
movement.

Begum Zia left the country after several
announcements about “launching movement”
against the Government or party in power. Just
immediately before her ure she called for a

eral strike or hartal throughout the country.

departure meant that she did not take the
hartal seriously as a political ploy or to raise public
opinion against the issue that was supposed to
create adverse reaction. The issue obviously was

the increase in the price of petroleum. It had always

I T is neither ethical nor wise to comment on

has created further contr . if not confusion,
especially when the trial is going on and the Awami
League leaders are directly and in accusing
the opposition that the latter wants to thwart
that trial. So, m Zia's visit is being considered
in a perspective different from being a mere

party is now trying to divert the

visit. The ruling
attention of the nation to this situation.
the
Zia has given a

Government gave the
issue and contrary to that
handle to the ruling party to be in the offensive and
to divert people’'s attention. It is now evident from
the statements and counter-statements that BNP
has fallen back to the defence line in a particularly
embarrassing situation. The question is, whose
making is it? An inopportune decision of the BNP
policy-makers or successful maneuvering of the
ru party’s publicity machineg?

at is most surprising is the late response
from Pakistan to the debate in which it hatl::[n also
played a part. Only after our Foreign Offiée sought
an explanation from their High Commission here
that a belated denial was issued. Perhaps, the
Pakistan Government had not taken the whole
affair seriously or it does not keep track of the
sentiment of the people over the killing and the
trial. This is even more conspicuous when no
official clarification has come from Islamabad about
Begum Zia's “official and state visit” as claimed
BNP. The rumour surrounding her wit
one of the alleged murderers of Bangabandhu was
gaining ground for sometime past, for whatever
reason it may be. If the visit was arranged for
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taking Into | ABM Musa One other
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serious or has been raised
icular issue. At last here was an “issue” that why our leader

was handed over in a platter to them by the
Government. Whether the ruling party accepts the
fact or not, there was a general discontent against
the sudden rise in the petroleumn e. Itis assumed
that BNP could not cash in on this discontent due
to the absence or sudden departure or its leader.
The ‘hartal’ became a routine affair, not an
opposition movermnent that it was su tobe. In
totality there was no Impact on the political scenario.
ing aside this situation at home, what will
m Zia achieve from her visits abroad, especially
to the United States via Pakistan? Notwithstandin
the visit itself, the way it was reportedly “arrange
has also created u;:rlclun among a greater section
of the people. According to reports in certain press,
obviously no friend o um Zia and BNP, two
leaders In the party known for their
anti-| activitiesin 1971, arranged this
trip and accompanied her to Pakistan. More
significant is the fact that the Prime Minister of our
country, who is the head of the Government, has
yet to enjoy the hospitality of the Pakistan
Government. Maybe, she had already been invited
to undertake a visit, maybe not. But many in this
country believe that it was quite undiplomatic, if
not unwise, for the Pakistan Government to give
priority to the leader of the Opposition. Maybe, it
just happened that the Opposition leader's visit
came earlier coinciding with her posed trip
abroad. But the occurrence appeared odd in view of
the division in the people in this
country after the 1971 ocide.
Then the alleged coincidence or reportedly
unconfirmed report about the presence of two

of the Opposition did not meet her counterpart in
Pakistan nay the Opposition leader Benazir Bhutto.
This omission may not appear to be insignificant if
the whole context of the controversy surrou

the visit is taken into consideration, Incidentally,
Begum Zia's US visit has also become controversial
in view of the bickerings and sectarian quarrels
among the Bangladeshis in organising the
conference that Begum Zia is supposed to aftend.
The corollary that is hard to find is whether Begum
Zia went to USA to be in Pakistan on her way or she
went to Pakistan on the plea of US visit. atever
be the reason. it can be said with assertion that
Begum Zia went to a wrong place at a wrong time
that led to a wrong impression among the people.
What a pity, any foreign visit of our dignitaries, in
or out of power, creates bad precedents and raises
eye-brows. This time there could be even a
diplomatic row had not the Pakistan Government
categorically assured that no alleged killer of
Bangabandhu would be allowed to enter or stay
there. However, a thorough probe is necessary as
to the origin of the news or the rumour. The probe
has to be done by those whose reputation has been
damaged immensely — Pakistan Government and
BNP. As for BNP the denial must come from Begum
Zia herself. But the Pakistan Government is in an
advantageous position to do that through its
intelligence agencies. Since the news of alleged
meeting between Begum Zia and an accused in the
Bangabandhu murder trial has reportedly been
published in a Pakistani newspaper also, the people
of Bangladesh may seek further assurance through

are not tainted with, More than corruption in the
sirative sector, however, it is the malprac-
{ at the academic part of the system which

Wwid worry a conscientious citizen more. Suc-

*Ss-dt-any-cost attitude has coloured the imagi-
nation of people so much that students, teachers,
guardians, board officials are all caught in a nefar-
fous web of symbiotic relationship. In fact, things
have misgone so far that the members of the task
force, no mean acquaintances of our education sys-
tem were reportedly stupefied by the extent of de-
generacy.

The problem that we are pitted against vis-a-vis
education sector is in essence, a moral crisis. Un-
less this crisis is taken on in a forthright manner,
all other aspects of our national existence — poli-
tics, economy to name a few, will be affected be-

ond repair. Already effects of this rot are being
elt in many ways.

This is not Lge first time that a task force or a
probe committee has come up with a comprehen-
sive picture of what is wrong in our education sys-
tem and what is to be done to right it but the educa-
tion ministry of the past governments did have
neither the time nor the inclination to take correc-
tive steps. The question therefore is, will the educa-
tion ministry stick to its apathetic tradition or
will it turn a corner and do something to stem the
rot immediately?

The Big Question

A roundtable held in Dhaka on Saturday rec-
ommended a 21-point suggestion to improve our
healthcare services. Dhaka once had been a city of
mos‘?uea — till the early forties it had about a thou-
sand of them. In the late fifties it began to trans-
form into a city of so-called Chinese restaurants.
During the decades of independence video shops
started spreading, infesting Dhaka like flies
falling upon sweets. For the past ten years, Dhaka
is surely heading to be a city of hospitals. But,
while a broad-spectrum of medical business is
flourishing and more facilities are being built ev-
eryday, healthcare remains as bad in a shape as it
has ever been. These hospitals have no relevance to
healthcare and are at best travesties of what our
people need badly from the advances made by the
medical sciences. New hospitals are as numerous
(if we must call them all so) as expression of gen-
uine concern over medicare is scarce in this
strange and dear city. Thanks as such for this rare
roundtable.

Maintenance and monitoring are activities un-
known to Bangladesh. Absence of these pervades
all areas of our national life. Particularly, per-
haps, the héalthcare sector — and so very spectacu-
larly too. The phenomenon of mismanagement
owes largely to these and absence of leadership and
discipline. And it is a very common defect with
%nvernment organisations that units spending

aka in billions are headed lt:_:ﬁ' functionaries not
standing up to any senior officer of the govern-
ment. Ihe roundtable has, as very wisely, suggested
for fully autonomous hospitals. The 21 points
must contain equally good suggestions. Perhaps,
they all relate to structural change both in tangi-
bles and in the systemic ones. The big problem,
however, remains as elusive as ever. The individ-
ual doctor, the individual healthworker, speciall
the fourth class employee in the hospital — all suf-
fer from a very acute shortage of the sense of pro-
fessionalism and of service. And the big question
iIs how to remedy and reform these individuals
without which no amount of structural improve-

ment would avail anything.

the Army and more responsive to the CBMs.

me ministers’ Male meet-
still more posi-
tive gestures from either side, there were unfor- n
tunate contradictions with regard to ground re-
alities. Just when a hot line was through
the two I)rime ministers and the foreign secre-
talk was resumed after its breakdown
in 1994, almost simultaneously 'Prithvi' India's
state-of-art surface-to-surface missile headed
for Jullundhar, only 100km from Pakistan's
border. The leakage of the information in The
New York Times report came as a bombshell to
the observers of South Asian affairs. But few

Yet when the two

ing chicked and was followed by

tary leve

were surprised.

Because Prithvi has been designed
ific’ missile, it has
been perfected after as many as 15 test-firing to
against targets in Pakistan. It is re-
is slated to receive 75 Prithvi
-150s in the initial phase and the IAF has an
order for 25 Prithvi-250s. To make the most op-
timal use of this limited but potent weapon sys-
rative that the employment phi-
losophy of the Prithvi was already thoroughl
the professionals. Suc
e Times of India,
in its Feb 2. 1996 edition, carried the headline
that "India will %;} ahead with Prithvi deploy-
y local and foreign journalists
expressed his igno-
rance after the revelation about the deploym
of Prithvi and promised to pack them back he
to salvage an imperilled Indo-
Pak dialogue aimed at confidence-building, if

factured as a 'Pakistan-spec

be employed
rted that Army

tem it is im

discussed and debated
notion was reinforced when

ment.” So, asked
when Prime Minister Guijral

was 31[2}31} trying

between
been seldom

each o

ing its asymimne

try’'s resolve at

the same-time that it would in any case address
its legitimate security

concerns by taking all

measures to meet any threat.

South Asia’s political and security dynamics
are so intricate and the interests of the nations
are so interwoven and interdependent that it has
possible in the past for any single
nation to extract much advantage from a posi-
tion of strength. It's geopolitical imriperativﬁ and
demographic dispensation with ethno religious
nverlag&ng& make the nations vulnerable to

r in some way or other, not withstand-
ry giving India a commanding

position. If Pakistan can train and send her
Hizbul Mujahedeens across the border to fight in

and manu-

ent

this region.

the last resort for
rence — even if the CBM fails. To them. today a
nuclear deterance of sorts already exists in
South Asia with all its perils and potentialities.
And it has been able to E:ep

in the region for more than twenty-five years. In
the case of other wea
similar deterance can be created. It would fur-
ther reduce the chance of a war br
though a cold war may be raging indefinitely in

Kashmir, l’ndia also send her saboteurs to Sind
with equal immunity to
province. Now if the arch rivals of the subconti-
nent would like to target each other with their
missile, its net casualty would be the CBMs in
progress. It may snap
tion link between the two nation drifting them
awa_[%'_l from each other.

e cynics, however, s

fan unrest in the

e tenuous communica-

t that there is still
peace — the doctrine of deter-

at least a cold peace
pons of mass destruction, a

out al-

Price of petrol

Sir, The government
abru?tly raised the price of
petrol by 60 per cent from Au-

st 19, '97 by a decision of the

abinet. The rationales as
given by the government are re-
ported rise in crude oil price in
the international market and
devaluation of Taka. Newspa-
per reports reveal that the last
price hike was made on lst
July, '94. Previous to that the
price of petrol was fixed at a
much higher level than was
justified by the prevailing price
in the international market in
the wake of the Gulf War in
1990.

It is a common knowledge
that the government at that
time ensured a fabulous profit
for Bangladesh Petroleum Cor-

ration which happens to en-
J:;r a monopoly in the business.
In return the government found
a secure source to fall back on to
prop up its wage and means sit-
uation whenever need arose.
This explains why successive
governments did not reduce the
price of petrol even when price
of crude oil came down sub-
stantially in the international
market, An exorbitant rate of
profit for the Corporation was
thus made perpetual, much to
the disadvantage of the com-
INOI customers.

The last price included gov-
ernment duties and VAT at an
unbelievable rate of 90 per cent
of the base price. Even BPC is
known to have suggested reduc-
tion in government duties and
VAT to hedge in price hike,
which went unheeded and the
Pﬂcc jumped up by 60 per cent.
nstead of protecting the gen-
eral public, the government
chose to maintain annual
profit at or around Tk 1900
crore. The rise in diesel price is
made nominal, presumably at

the cost of petrol consumers.
The rise in crude oil price re-
purtedlt; from USD 22 to USD
27 per barrel (23 per cent) and
devaluation of a (by 10 per
cent or so) in the recent years do
not justify a phenomenal price
rise of 60 per cent in the price of
petrol.

The unusual rise in the price
of petrol will very adversely af-
fect the people. Would the gov-
ernment reconsider the issue
and act rationally?

S R Ahmed
62 Siddeswari Lane, Dhaka

Allocating flats

Sir, First, besides the nomi-
nal monthly deductions from
IJE!.}". a lump sum may be col-
ected as down payment on re-
ceipt of the government sanc-
tion letter. This amount may be
Tk 3000 for the class IV em-
ployees and Tk 10,000 to Tk
15,000 for first class officers.
This will bring crores of taka to
the government at an instant. A
fund can be set up from this re-
curring income for building
fresh government flats.

Secondly, mere ownership of
land or residence should not de-
ter an allottee from buying the
flat he or she occupies. The par-
ticular merits of a case should
be assessed. Some inherited or
owned prngcrty will never be

ssessed by an allottee as it

as passed into the hands of a
neighbourhood muscleman.
Winning a case in court is use-
less, for the muscleman will
make life unbearable for the
government employee. Such
properties have to be written off
as gone forever. And the unfor-
tunate allottee can be awarded
the flat permanently with no
violation of the principle of
natural justice.

All over the world, including
our neighbouring countries,
flats are also purchased from
the government by private in-
dividuals. Taxes are collected
on a wide-scale from the public.
So why should one be deprived
of owning a flat on the same
nominal terms as a state em-
ployee? If this were done in ev-
ery town and village the mad
rush to the major cities would
die down. If the government
wants to be remembered by
posterity, this one deed alone
can assure that record.

Shahed Qaderi
5-2 Naya Paltan
Dhaka

Why?... Well...?

Sir, | am surprised to note
your courage, honesty and clar-
ity of thought on issues con-
cerning public interest. Those
factors encouraged me to re-
quest you to write on issues are:

A} Why the Kachukhet-Ba-
nani link road through Dhaka
Cantonment has not yet been
opened for public use (although
completed two months ago at a

hu%c cost)?
) Why the PM does not like
to spend more time in

Bangladesh? She is the prime
minister of this country. Is she

not?

¢} Can we not keep the banks
and post offices o on Satur-
day every week? This would re-

duti:*;: the national loss substan-
tially.

d) Actual condition of jute
mills proposed to be sold to pri-
vate investors. Those have been
literally taken over by some
labourers. They reside inside
the mills. Selling machinery as
scrap.

Rathanul Islam
Banani, Dhaka.

alleged murderers of Bangabandhu in Pakistan

such a probe.

As an educated citizen not
interested’ in politics, but as an
observer for 50 years, 1 would
'urge’ the politiclans (they are
urging us day in and day out to
do things which they can't do!)
to watch their negative image,
and to try to improve their per-
sistently negative image. Er’%c
President of the country is also
not happy (as we read him in
the press), and 'A Citizen' came
up with the right points in his
opinion published in The Daily
Star on Aug 10. Why these feed-
backs are ignored?

The standard of politics is
low, for which the main and di-
rect responsibility falls upon
the political leaders. They are
supposed to lead us, the name-
less silent majority — and here
one of the latter is criticising
them. Our patience is reaching
its limits, even if we have been
accustomed to the poor and tot-
tering service standard of poli-
tics for decades. They criticise
the invasion by the non-politi-
cians who come into power and
ruled the country for more than
a decade.

The question is: why did
they allow it if they were so
good and strong in running the
state? There is no point in
shifting the blame on others,
but their own weaknesses have
to be admitted, exposed and
analysed, not only by others,
but also by themselves. There is
nothing like self-assessment.

Of course, we the citizens
have also to share the blame.
Why did we allow an autocratic
regime to run for nine years,
and then toppled it within a

* & % & & % * & »

we are that we
have such a large number of
down-trodden umanity all
around us. It is no comfort that
with God's grace, we have a de-
cent place to live in, decent food to
eat and decent clothes to wear,
when they have none at all. After
all, they are human beings like us
— 50, why should they be in such
inhuman state? Is it any consola-
tion that we live in comfort and
luxury, while they suffer so? It cer-
tainly is not.
owhere else in the world one
is constantly reminded of suffering
humanity, as in our country. You
cannot help but see them wher-
ever you cast your eyes And it
never fails t;ﬁive you a prirk, you
never get u: to this pitiful sight
— of half-clad httle children, of
dinghy slums and of half-starved
faces. It never fails to move you,
however much you have seen it
In fact, it is even embarrassing at
times, to enjoy the luxunes of life,
surrounded by people who do not
even have the basic necessities
Cant we do something to
change their lot? Much as the
NGOs are trying, their number and
phght is still on the rise Reason 1s

How unluck
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Guarding the Image

Abul M Ahmad

couple of weeks? The hypothet-
ical question is why it took
nine years and not, say, three
years? The statecraft is sup-
posed to be run by a breed of
professionals called politi-
cians. The latter may be asked
why other professionals (like
soldiers) can come and run a
different rofession
(statecraft)? And why there
should be an ad hoc caretaker
government for a few months
consisting of civillan non-
politicians? What happens to
credibility?

The politicians have not
been answering this basic ques-
tion in a fair and square man-
ner. The trouble is that the
politicians speak too much pol-
itics all the time, and do not
know how to speak non-politi-
cally now and then (a leader
should be an all-rounder).

The nation has another
weakness : the intellectuals or
the non-political leaders have
failed to remain free, indepen-
dent. and neutral, so as to be
able to criticise or praise with-
out fear or favour. They are
supposed to keep the politicians
within reasonable and fair
limits. This check-and-balance
factor is not working properly
in our society, flue to polarisa-
fion. The causes should be
analysed and corrective steps
taken, in national interest.

How to do it when the politi-
cians seem to control all the
sectors of the society. There is a
reason for this surrender by the
non-political influential
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SOS

Dr Sabrina Rashid
more and more are continuously
moving from the villages. So the
must be taken care of in their vil-
lage homes. So that they do not get
s0 desperately poor as to think of
moving to the towns, where they

et into even worse situation. But
they do not understand that, as
long as they can scrap a little food
in town, to satisty their gnawing
hunger.

othing much can be done for
this generation of slum-dwellers
But we must think of their chil-
dren — the coming generation |[f
they are not properly and timely
taken care of then we will have
countless unruly people in our so-
ciety What [ think 1s more SOS
villages hke the one in Shamoh and
more orphanages should be set up
by the government and the NGOs
T{e little children from the slums
should be taken up by these as
soon as they are five vears of age or
even less ¥h]!‘- 15 the only way the
can get proper education. as well
as, guidance which their [!::npntﬁ
fail to g1ve in the slums to be good

oups: somehow the people be-
ieve that politics can solve all
the problems of the society.
When this attitude or mindset
changes? What are the precon-
ditions? | am not an expert to
answer these questions.

This is generally the attitude
in the emerging countries,
which have to pass throu

hases of political instability
or the culture and nurture of
the correct political practices,
whether it is named democracy
or something else. Our politi-
cians have to develop this polit-
ical culture themselves, as this
problem is within their own
profession (no point in blaming
others]).

The trend we see is different.
There is migration of the intel-
lectuals from one profession or
speciality to other areas
(bureaucrat. soldier, and aca-
demic to politics). But the
politicians hardly change their
profession! This needs to be
analysed at the intellectual
level.

The masses are passing
through severe strain and fa-
tigue induced by the games the
politicians play. Surely the

liticians do not wish tﬁat we
ose faith in them and cease to
give them the benefit of the

oubt? I am not talking about
political parties, but about poli-
tics in general.

The political leaders should
publicly respond to the situa-
tion depicted above, so that we
mag understand them better,
and support them in their sin-
cere nation-building efforts. Go
for a better image.
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citizens and also to learn how to
take care of themselves and their
families, when they grow up. In
this way, since the present is lost to
us, we can at least make the future
of these unlucky little ones, who
suffer for no fault of their own.
And, slowly and slowly after years
and years of suffering they turn to
crimes. Who can then blame them
for that?

The garment industry has
thrown them out back on the
streets with no job, no cash and
therefore no food Added to that,
they are free tc do whatever they
want to, except go to school, which
they should, but cannot. Therefore,
as an wdle man's brain is a devil's
workshop, l‘ht‘:.’ think of and learn
all the bad things At least, the
were busy and learmung a trade :nc;
had their tummes full while
working Now they have none
Western countnes think that they
have done a great job by putting a
stop to chuld labour in Bangladesh,
but they have not, unless the
make arrangements for the well-
being ot these chilkdren whom they
have thrown back on the streets
(Otherwise they have done more
harm than good to them

l




