advances
From Tawfiq Aziz Khan

NEW YORK. Aug 30: The hy-
ensive Spaniard., Arantxa
chez-Vicario, scouting for
her fourth Grand Slam title
since 1989 ran over unseeded
Alexandra Fusai of France 6-2,
6-1 at the Louis Armstrong
Stadium this :

In her illustrious career,
Sanchez-Vicario had won the
French Open in 1994 and the US
3 the same and in 1989.

had a brilliant run of suc-
cess in 1995 as she reached the
finals of Australian. French
and Wimbledon. She was again
in the finals at Roland Garros
and Wimbledon.

Today the number ten seed
faced little tion from 23-
year-old French whose four

us outings here since
992 ended at best in the second
round. Though seeded 10th
Arantxa on current form was
likely to make the last eight, at
least, in this tournament this

As | file this story. Conchita
Martinez of has just be-
gan her 3rd round match
against unseeded Australian
Rachel McQuillan at Stadium 2
court.

Members of the Bangladesh Biman team,who swept all the titles in the Rupali Insurance

summer badminton tournament yesterday, pose in front of their banner at the wooden floor

gymnasium.

— Star photo
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BOA official
asked to
resign

Sports Reporter

adesh Olympic Associ-
ation (BOA) secret general,
Ruhul Quddus Chowdhury was
asked to tender his resignation
yesterday by Obaidul Quader,
the State Minister for Youth |
and Sports, said a reliable
source,

During a discussion at the
National Sports Council (NSC)
office, the sports supremo got
furiated following a difference |
with Ruhul Quddus Chowdhury
and all of a sudden he pro-
nounced the dreaded word, leav-
ing everybody in a state of deep
shock, said the person prefer-
rl.ng anonymity.

I want you to resign," de-
manded the NSC chairman
after a heated exchange with
Quddus.

When contacted, the usually-
amicable state minister told
The Daily Star over the tele-
phone that he was not aware of
such incident. "I didn't tell any-
one to quit. 1 have a very good
relationship with the BOA."

Sources at the NSC however
told that Quader was quite un-
hﬁy with the existing set up of
BOA. And there was a wide
speculation over there the NSC

Elina earned a double as
favourites adesh Biman
made a clean sweep in the Ru-
pali Insurance summer bad-
minton tournament all
the four finals held at the NSC
wooden floor gymnasium yes-

% the number one fe-

male shuttler of the t:uuntlar.
won the women's es title
with an easy 11-3, 11-1 victory
over her teammate Kanika Rani
Adhikari. Kanika then part-
nered Noori to clinch the wom-
en's doubles trophy defeati
Kanika and Momo 15-12,15-
in another all-Biman affair.

In the men's singles final,
national champion Russell
Sumon of Biman clinched the
title with a straight set (15-12,
15-8) victory his teammate
Mahbubur Rab.

Mahbub got some solace
winning the '‘Biman men's’
doubles final with Sarwar. The

beat Sumon and Shakil 15-
., 18-16.
Jamaluddin Ahmed, former

F'ganj

Farashganj Spor-
ting Club stormed
into the second
round of the Sh-
amsuddin Spin-
: ning Mah ari
Cup football tournament with a
convincing 3-1 victory over
Shantinagar Club in a first
round Group B match played at
the Mirpur Stadium yesterday.
In a one sided affair, forward
Alamgir struck twice while his
partner Babu Das added the
other goal. Substitute Pintu
pulled one back for the losers
on the stroke of the final whis-
tle

.The winners led the first half

1-0.

On a heavy outfield, Farash-
anj, fourth in the Premier
eague last year, dominated the
early exchanges. But conditions
made it virtually impossible for
them to play with any kind of

fluency.

finish unbeaten

Sports Reporter

The old-town outfit took the
lead in the 34th minute. Babu
Das, after receiving a throw
from Selim, lifted the ball to an
unguarded Alamgir who headed
past the hapless Shantinagar
custodian Mizan.

After the breather, Babu Das
doubled the margin from a cor-
ner in the 73rd minute and
Al made it 3-0 with a plac-
ing shot from a goal mouth
melee after 15 minutes.

Shantinagar's goal came
when substitute Pintu found
the net from a Shankar pass in
the dying seconds.

Farashganj emerged cham-
pions having rai
tally to seven points on comple-
tion of their third and final
match. Shantinagar, who suf-
fered their first defeat after two
draws, remained glued to their
previous collection of two

points.

the their

BRTC WIN

Earlier, in the group's first
encounter, B adesh Road
Transport Corporation (BRTC)
Sports Club recorded a 2-0 win
over East End Club.

Forwards Liton Khan and
Showkat Ali Roman scored one
goal each in the fifth and 33rd
minutes respectively.

With the win, B finished
second five points from three
games. Defeat kept East End
at the bottom.

GROUP B TABLE
Teams MW D
Farashgan| 3
BRTC SC 3
Shantinagar 3
East End 3

TODAY'S MATCHES
Rahmatganj MFS vs Badda
Jagarani Sangsad (4 pm)
6 Ag?mi Bank SC vs Police AC
pm |

=R=T o =
— A
N—-0oOor
—onal
am_s
— N~

- chairman was all set to bring in
some changes in the existing
ad-hoc committee of BOA pres-
ident, Chief-of Army Staff Maj.
Gen Mahabubur Ra.ﬁman

If Quddus steps down, Zafar
Imam, the general secretary of
Rajshahi DSA. is being tipped
as the most likely candidate for
the job.

ECNSC okays
new sports
policy

A meeting of the Executive
Committee of National Sports
Council (ECNSC]) held yesterday
with State Minister for Youth
and Sports Obaidul Quader in
the chair Primarﬂg approved

icy of Ba

"sports po ngladesh |
lg'?"‘. reports BSS. |

It was formulated in the |
light of recommendations of
the National Sports Conference

Rivals' te

} NEW DELHI, Aug
30: India and Pa-

' kistan have ag-

| reed to resume Te-

st tours, suspen-

— ded since 1989,

make a careful start by

Exchan%ir‘lf junijor squads, a
senior Indian cricket official
said on Friday, reports Reuter.

"Both India and Pakistan
are keen to revive the Test se-
ries and the cricket boards have
agreed to resume reciprocal
tours,” Jaywant Lele, secretary
of the Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI), told the
agency over telephone from
Bombay.

Eut will

Lele said the second-string
India A tearn will tour Pakistan

\in February and March next

;ea.r to play three ‘Tests' against
akistan A. The Pakistan A
team will return the visit in
1999, he said.

"Restoration of Test series
has been in principle but
the timetable has not yet been
chalked out,” Lele said. ™!

Test series between the polit-
ical arch-rivals have been sus-

ended since 1989 when India
ast toured Pakistan.

Plans for a return visit were
twice aborted after Pakistani
cricketers were refused clear-
ance by their government on se-
curity grounds.

But the two teams have been
facing each other in one-day in-
ternationals, often in other
countries.

Though Test tours have been
suspended India and Pakistan

.......

S

st to resume Test

&he Dhrily Star 11

were joint hosts along with Sri
Lanka in the World Cup last
{?r, and played each other in a
tly-contested quarterfinal in
B ore which India won.
arlier this year, Pakistan's
cricketers cPIayed in the four-
nation Independence Cup in
India along with New Zealand
and Sri Lanka.

The Indians are scheduled to
glaﬂr three one-day matches in
akistan next month in the
Jinnah Cup, Pakistan's equiva-
lent of the Indian tournament
marking 50 years of indepen-
dence from British rule in 1947.

Pakistan toured India for
their first Test series in 1952'
but tours were stopped after
three series for a 17-year period
that ended in 1978.

Scene from the Second Division chess league after the fourth round yesterday at t

he NSC.
— Star photo

held at the BKSP last year, has
been forwarded to the cabinet
for final a‘:bpmval. |
The policy has given more
emphasis on finding out talent
at 31: grass roots level. Keeping

Deputy Prime Minister and
Managing Director Rupali In-
surance Company, witnessed
the final and gave distributed

prizes among the winners.

Delhi notin
ACB agenda,

NEW DELRI, Aug 30- Aus-
tralia have rejected” New Pethi
as a Test venue because of the
pollution there, an Indian
cricket official said today.

"The Australian Cricket
Board (ACB) has turned down
New Delhi's Ferozeshah Kotla
as a Test venue for next year's
three-Test series,” the official
told Reuters.

The ACB's choice of venues
sent to the Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) does not
include New Delhi where they
Md a one-off Test last year.

won by seven wickets.

"The Australian team man-
agement was critical of the
smog and pollution in New

last year and vetoed any
further matches at this venue,”
the official said.

Cam Battersby, Australian

team at the time,
complained then that several of
the squad suffered eye and
respiratory lems. He said it
was to subject pro-
fessional sportsmen to such
of the Delhi and District Cricket
Association (DDCA), took

exception to the Australian
decision

“There was no pollution or
smog in the stadium where the
Australians played.,” he said.
“Only after losing the Test they
found the pollution unbear-

Argentina crying for Diego

il . BUENOS AIRES,
Aug 30: Argenti-

nes appeared re-
nneé, F?'I];lary to

othe last fall one of

' their most revered idols after

football legend Diego Maradona
tested positive for drugs
again, reports AFP.
~In an Egi:a-de the La Nacion
daily dubbed "Nightmare III."
cocaine was found in Maradon-
a's urine for the third time in
his troubled career, the Argen-
tine Football Association an-
nounced late Thursday.

With the headline "Poor
Maradona. Maradona once

l#!.ln.“ Pagina/12 summed u
the E

feeling of many fans, who

while frustrated by his failure,
feel sorry for “el pibe de oro” or
‘golden boy," who has been

throughout his spectac-

ular career by his self-confessed
cocaine addiction.

The 36-year-old rags-to-

Tennis team

off to India
Sports reporter

A three-member adesh
table tennis team, led Mah-
fuzur Rahman Siddigi, the
capital y to take part in

the sixth Asian junior table
tennis championships, sched-
uled to begin in the Indian city

of Goa from
The team , which included
four players, will be joined by
and Tuhin, who had ear-

d' like :

‘the Beca Juniors for _
'bu:ll:‘-in.hprﬂ to make a come:’
. c " F

riches star, who led Argentina
to the 1986 World Cup and had
a spell with Napoli, ed for
third

r . A “'

He had spent the last year
trainin in Canada with
sprinter Ben Johnson, who was

so sanctioned for illegal drug
use.

"Diego put a lot of effort into
making this comeback because
this was serious.,” said Boca
Juniors president Mauricio
Macri, who n%inted to pay
Maradona 50, dollars per
match.

Macri said he would require
a follow-up drug test for
Maradona to try to confirm the
results and would hope for "a
miracle.”

If the new test comes out
positive, it would be "The sad-
dest end to his career, (an end)
that no one wants,” Macri said.

Washington Rivera,
spokesman for the Argentine

ootball Association . said
Friday that Maradona could
face char in federal court,
and that the AFA is required by
law to file a complaint in a co-
caine case.

Alfredo Cahe, the doctor who
has treated Maradona for nearly
two decades, told Radio Liber-
tad that "Diego was not a big
consumer of d ." He did not
specify how much and what
tjr'l]:jn of drugs the athlete had
u

m Veira, Boca's trajner,
said the rts had saddened

fever ki

Veira said.
Citing Maradona's ability to
come back, La Nacion warned

fever Kok By Pness SR

muth money that he ma
invited to play even when he's
(an old man) leaning on a cane.”

Dav II chess
Sports Reporter

West Jatrabari Krira Chakra
earned a solo lead in the Sec-
ond Division chess e after
defeating Dhaka Chess Club
(DCC) by 3-1 points in the
ﬁuhﬂ.urth rnun:mﬂi at the NSC
c room :

In the round, w-.-:t Jatrabar-
i's Monir, Sujon and Palash
worn their respective boards
while their teammate Subal lost
to DCC's Sadeq.

With the victory, West Jatra-
bart rallednftheir Igahlllyﬂtu 12.5
points out of possible 16 points
and moved one point clear of
second placed Rajshahi Chess

CiuB.
n Saturday, Rajshahi
Chess Club recorded a 3.5-.5
win over Mitra Chess Club and
raised their tally to 11.5 points.
Besides, Sonali Bank
Club and Jatrabari
Chakra were jointly occu
the third place with eleven

ﬁ"u.‘;:ffufmf‘ e
Milan rope
in Leonardo

PARIS, g 30: Brazilian

rira

this in view, sport was recom-
mended as compulsory subject
upto class eight and as optional
subject at semndar_w{. igher
secondary and d:lgrec evels.

Formation of a National
Sports Authority was proposed
hrlnging presently working Na-
tional Sports Council. BKSP
and Directorate of Sports under
% m b B 4 . “r

SpO policy | is a!ﬁ’

committed to patronising p
vate entrepreneurship accord-
ingly. the limit of income tax
free investment in sports has
been increased from Taka five
lakh to ten lakh.

The proposed policy has at-
tached priority to nine events
and games.

BCB's '97-98
calendar

Sports Reporter |
Bangladesh Cricket Board
(BCB) has drawn up a busy do-
mestic as well international
schedules for the 1997-98 sea-
son. The board made it public
yesterday.
The domestic cricket season
will begin with the Damal Sm-
riti tou . which kicks off on

| LONDON, Aug 30:
’ An eight-wicket
' haul for off-
| spinner Peter

Such failed to
: ', save Essex from
defeat inside three days against
Warwickshire in the county
championship on Friday,
reports Reuter.

Such, who took six for 94 in
Warwickshire's first innings.
watched inthabelte{us-his fearn
were skittled for just 101 in
their own second innings. leav-
ir;ﬁ the Midlanders needing
0 {;{43 to win.

arwickshire duly com-

| pleted the task, winning by

eight wickets, but not before
such .had snared both David
Hemp and Dominic Ostler for
ducks.

Durham captain David
Boon made 117 against
Northamptonshire to press
home his team's advantage at
Northampton.

Boon hit 11 fours and two
sixes, sharing in a third-wicket
stand of 103 with opener Stew-
art Hutton (95), to help Durham
to 376 and a lead of 232, even
though Pakistani paceman
Mohammad Akram polished
off the tail to finish with five
for 100

Northants then kept race
bowler Melvyn Betts. who took

* moved both thewr

nine wickets in the first in-
nings, at bay to close on 52
without loss.

Derbyshire's ex-England
man Dominic Cork gave the
national selectors a double hint
that he is approaching his old
fitness and form with bat and
ball at Derby.

Somerset had to recover
from a sticky start following

. Mar=
cus Trescothick (83 not out) and
Mike Burns (50) later added 102
for the fifth wicket, and Somer-
set declared on 251 for five in
reply to hire's 323.

But Cork, who could not fol-
low up his early blitz with the
ball, was not finished for the
day and promptly hit an un-
beaten 55 out of 97 for two, af-
ter going in first.

urrey have Sussex the
throat in their match at Hove,
where the hosts ended on 20 for
four in their second innings
and 243 runs short of avoiding
an innings defeat.

The visitors' Graham Thorpe
made 106, passing his ton in
135 balls, with 11 fours and a
six along the wa(ir, captain
Adam Hollioake added 87 for
good measure and then declared
on 400 for :

Earlier, Chris Lewis (five for
42) and Pakistan spinner

Mates gfail to mathh Sych

Saqlain Mushta lished off
Sussex for 137, and second time
round it was the turn of former
Hove favourite, Ian Salisbury to
do the damage, taking all gur
wickets to put the south coast
county in jeop :

New Zealander Nathan Astle
was Nottinghamshire's un-
likely bowling hero against
Gloucestershire at tol, lin-

ht rain after Cork res -ishing with-five for with his
. \medinms

pacers.
Gloucestershire flltered af-
ter middle-order contributions
from Australian Shuan Young
(56) and captain Mark Alleynes
(71). Both fell to Astle, who took
five of the last six wickets to
fall as Gloucestershire were
bowled out for 262, 32 short of
Nottinghamshire's first-in-

ninga total.

ut Notts batsmen soon

found a few demands in the
itch too, ending the day on 134
or five.

A century loomed for
Worcestershire's David
Leatherdale (88 not out) when
Tom Moody declared against
Middlesex at Kidderminster.

Leatherdale, in company
with fellow Yorkshireman
Steve Rhodes (59 not out), had
put on 111 in an unbroken
sixth-wicket partnership when
the close came with Worcester-
shire 251 for five.

September 26. But the cricket-
ing activities will actuallﬂ be-
gin from September 7 with the
commencement of the four-day
inter-club players’' transfer.
Unlike the previous years,
the stigious Premier league
will geta 5-over-a-side match
for the six-team Super league
instead of a traditional 50-over
affair. Besides, the BCB has
also decided to introduce the
longer version of the game un-

der the banner of Super Cup. ' ‘o
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