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Unpardonable Callousness

News of accidental death pervaded yesterday's
morning press with a vengeance. Fourteen deaths
were confirmed in one case where a bus broke the
guardrails of a bridge and plunged into the river
below. No less poignant was the other that saw a
truck ram a car from behind to kill a young ac-
tress and her relatives inside it.

Uthuli's tragedy is actually a study in recur-
rence. Thirty-four people died when a bus lost con-
trol and fell into the Ichhamati river in 1989. Four
years later at the same spot, eight people died in a
similar accident.

We do not know exactly what led to last Friday's
fatal plunge. It could have been a mechanical fault
or it could have very well been the sheer careless-
ness of the driver. The fact that the driver and his
aide made their escape good lends credence to the
second possibility. But the question one is left to
ponder over is that how the case-hardened author-
ities could allow buses to ply on a bridge that was
declared unfit and unsafe for traffic movement
some ten years ago? It seems people whose wishes
and decisions matter have no concern for human
lives.

Not only the plying of heavy vehicles on the
bridges but the movement of trucks within the city
calls for some sort of monitoring
sion of nocturnal movement for the trucks defi-
nitely ruled out the terrible possibility of piling
fruther on the city's notorious traffic congestion,
but at the same time it has given rise to the num-
ber of fatal accidents at night. It is about time gov-
ernment thought of deploying mobile cops to keep
vigil over these rumbling killers in motion. Not just
human lives, loaded trucks are taking heavy toll on
the city roads as well, as a report translates the
damage done annually in the staggering order of
Taka 1.2 billion.

also. The provi-

e e

Where is the Economy Heading for ?

HERE seems to be  two

opposing views on the

present state of the
economy. One is presented by
the government side claimin
that the economy is, by an
large. on the right track with
some difficulties having been
brought under control, while
the business community and
some sections of the population
have been complaining of the
deteriorating state of the
economy requiring corrective
measures. It is important to
examining these positions care-
fully.

The Basic Positions of the

Two sides

On August 20th, almost all
the important national dailies
of the country carried with big
headlines the statement that
the representatives of some of
the malur chambers and trade
bodies (e.g.. MCCI, DCCI, FICCI,
BGMEA, S, BTMC etc) have
made about the state of the
economy. They have com-
plained of t monetary pol-
icy, banks' liquidity problem
arising from large-scale bor-
rowings by the government
and the state-owned enterprises
(SOEs). bank officials’' reluc-
tance to extend loans to fi-
nance new investments for
fear of corruption charges,
alarming fall of foreign ex-
change reserves, stalemate in
the export sector, manifold in-
crease in smuggling, stock
market collapse, frequent
load-shedding and energy
shortage, deteriorating law and
order situation and extortions
of money by local ‘mastans’
(hoodlums). These, according to
them, are threatening the
country's macroeconomic fun-
damentals, investment climate
and trade and industry. They
have urged the government to
take corrective measures on all
these issues immediately in
order to help the private sector
grow. On the other side, the Fi-
nance Minister came out, on
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the GSP
knitwears and
increasing number of occur-
rences of vandalism and vio-
lence in the universities and
colleges as well as killings and
robberies across the country.
Combination of all these de-
velopments certainly presents
a grim picture and raises the
question whether the economy
is on the right track for it to be
able to grow at the stipulated
rate of 6-7 per cent a year as
envi in the and the
national plan. Before answer-
ing this guestion, it is impor-
tant to address the liquidity
problem of the hankln# system
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rments; and

which has become a de-
bated issue.

Is There a "Liquidity
Crisis" in the Banking
Sector?

According to the Finance
Minister and the Bangladesh
Bank. there is no liquidity cri-

sis in the banking sector.
Bangladesh Bank's most re-
cently published data show
that there is excess liquidity in
the banking sector (including
NCBs, domestic and foreign
private banks and the DFls) to
the tune of Tk 2238.99 crore on
July 24, 1997, which has come
down to Tk 2025.26 crore on
August 7, 1997. The workin

capital disbursed in 19959

was Tk 3675 69 crore which
increased to Tk 6659 crore in
1996-97. The term loan dis-
bursed were Tk 1230.44 crore
and Tk 1159.5 crore respec-
tively iIn those two years.
(Financial Express, August 30,
1997).

Some observations on these
data would be useful. First, by
excess liquidity is meant the
amount of mo the banks are

and cancellation of

gust, 19977 Over all, the data
supplied are very sketchy and
spotty, as it were, which are not
amenable to serious analysis.
Finally, when one brings
the above set of data face to face
with other recently-published
rec data of the
system, one is somewha
puzzled about the liquidi
position. Over the riod,
January-Jul 1997, the
amount of cash recovered by
all banks (4 nationalised and
11 private commercial banks)
is 2,798.86 crore” out of the
total outstanding loans of Tk
33,893.94 crore, (The Daily
Star, August 27). There are some

confu statements in this re-
port. It says, "The banks
rescheduled 1,160.94 crore

out of the total overdue loan
during the period”. As a result,
"... the percentage of overdue
loans nst the total out-

standing loans of Tk 33,893.94

uidity
and on

Bangladesh Bank should ex-
plain these issues clearly. -

of the banking system

However, according to the

may have

mon
usual short-term

or are not willing to give,

medium- or long- term loans

for setting upnewindustfz.
or expansion of the old o

which the business community
ng. This is what is per-

the business commu-
nity as “liquidity crisis”, which
the

is wanti
ceived

is urtir;? t and thereby
the industrial sector.

Eut that is not the perception of

crore declined to 37 .98 per cent
on July 31, from 38.90 per cent
in December.” Again, it says,
But an amount of Tk 4,279 58
crore in overdue loans was cre-
ated during the period pushing
the total overdue portiolio to

Tk 12.872 52 crore at the end of

July from Tk 12.552.74 crore on
December 31, 1996. Although
the banks managed to shed a
huge amount from the total
overdue loan amount., new
overdue made them more bur-
dened” How do these data on

the government on the liquidity
question. There is a gap here

between the perceptions of the
two sides. However, it has also
been mentioned that the bank-
ing sector may have enough
liquidity but in the new envi-
ronment of strong loan recov-
ery drive since January 1997,

bankers maY feel uneasy about
oans because they

ving term-
ont want to take new risks.
This is a matter of bankers’
constraining attitude which

the interest rate?

enough
now to maintain their
but
they may not have enough for,

for its own carelessness, shortsightedness of

ness community. It is worth
ations on

iffs and tary duties
as well as extension of VAT
on a wider range of goods.

recent increase in
product prices will ha
share of contribution on
cost-push price rise. The most
critical item in these macroe-
conomic indicators is the ex-
. The EU countries’' cancel-
ation of GSP certificates on
knitwears and
well as ban on are a
deadly blow to the most impor-
tant subsectors of

3

that the
a bold step in unilat
celing all the GSP

issued previously by the Ex-

can-

port Promotion Bureau opening

the door for rene tion for
exports of these items to
the EU countries. H , a

similar attempt will be made
overnment to enforce

:z:hﬂ control on shrimp

I;)l‘odur:titm. and de-
ivery m:hagl?gwm open

the np]:nlh.[mrg for re-negotia-
tion with the EU countries for
shrimp exports. Bangladesh
simply cannot afford to lose
any export market for its own
carelessness, shortsightedness
of some greedy and irrespon-
sible business le and lack
of quality control. A firm su-
pervision on these matters has
to be introduced on these issues.
Similarly. what hurts the ex-
port sector is the delay
in the port due to strikes, har-
tal lawlessness of the port
workers and employees. Hope-
fully, good sense will dawn on

ts as

h's
exports. [t is heartening to see
t has taken

cates

8 abroad. Other-
wise, it will soon have to ap-
proach either IMF or other

donor agencies for itself
out. It is not at all a healthy
for the country.
stock market is in a

shattered state. Unless the cul-

of the 1996 collapse are
%Mmmd
patc solution will re-

Ifnnlymﬁe' large financial
a

institutions come forward to
revive the market the
small investors out in the cold, .
the same oli listic

will recur and the tion of

1996 collapse will take
again in no time. Sagall in-
vestors' confidence will tc

be rrﬂvede.tli all possible
means by lishing ethica
standards with a hand
and by introducing trans-
ggrcncy and accountability.
e country's ener su
situation till.Fin a dismal uligt{
costing the ind and trade
heavily. September is at the
door now but the energy minis-
ter's promise of res
normal energy seems to
have remained elusive. More
ﬂctermincﬂ commitment and
rMer Measures are nNecessary
to remove the supply bottle-
necks.
- Similarly, lawlessness and
terrorismm  will have to be con-
trolled with a firm hand, oth-
erwise a favourable economic
climate for industrial enter-
prises will not . If such a
climate cannot be assured. one
can just forget about increased

domestic and foreign invest-
ments. Finally, the Taka-Dol-
lar rate of rate is ap-

preciating (i.e., more Taka is
needed to buy one Dollar). One

must not think that devalua-
tion is the only answer to
exports. Items like

ts which have elasticity

of demand ater than one
will gain no doubt, but items
with elasticity less than one
will lose by devaluation. As the

RemEd.y iS Houseclmng August 22nd. with a statement

holding over and above the re- has been described as "loan  the leaders of the political par- demand grows for the latter
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around 80 per cent since 1992. The 1996-97 lems, there were wurkg:::: - lasptplz consecutive months.  borrowed from the sys- by hoodlums, killings ;:3 te for 3 months' imports of lies in hea {kvm
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port workers leading to piling term lending for industrial de- been holding auctions on gov- is no doubt that the picture re- is a need for cu unim- terforating trend will continue
874 crore. up of imported goods, demur- velopment have covered only ermment’'s y. 9l-day and mains dismal and deteriorat- portant and redundant public and far worse situations may
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culture in the payment of Elﬂcmﬂt}' bills has been charges”; European countries' recent mon July and Au-  effect have these had on the lig- the government and the busi- re:nitt?n ces of the palatable dose of medicines.

widely prevalent. Private consumers, semi-govern-
ment, autonomous and government agencies — all
are to blame. Although the biggest defaulters are

the private, consumers with a total outstanding
bills of Tk 600 ¢rote! different' gbvernment bodies

Of Student Politics and Conscience of the People ..
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too have substantial amounts to pay. What pre-
vents the different government, semi-government
agencies or corporations to settle dues between
and among them is not understandable. Had
they kept their accounts upto date, at least morally
they would have been in a better position to leave a
positive influence on the private consumers.

roblematic system of power
per cent bill collec-

In a perennially
generation and supp
tion is a great disservice. Clearly the DESA is not
doing its job. The whole system of bill collection is
ught to be more of a manipulative exercise than
a sincere performance. That explains why the bill
collection and even preparation are so
explanation also gives a clue to the systems loss,
one of the highest in the world. Thankfully, the
lowest recorded system loss has been in the year
1996-97 at 27.29 per cent. Clearly, there is a need
for cleaning the house of DESA. A vicious circle

around the meter readers.
racas and other ailments
troubling the DESA have to be cured once for all,
that vicious circle has to be dismantled.

Then we must ask yet another direct question;
pens with the much publicised discon-
nection drives of power lines of the defaulted con-
sumers? If that drive is punctiliously carried out,
how come the private consumers owe such a stag-
gering amount to the DESA? The fact is, what is
preached is not practised. When people notice the
discrepancy between words and acts, they feel en-
couraged to tamper the rule or to default.

L) » »
Tirade against English

Mulayam Singh Yadav has come down hard. The
Indian defence minister, according to an agenc
report, burst into a general tirade against Englis
during a parliamentary session recently.

Leaving no one under illusion on
about any softness that his name may suggest, Mr
Mulayam Singh, a champion of the Hindi lan-
guage, asserted that the corrupt
comprises people
to do with English. It was one of the most amusing
expressions of condemnatory
who s
drink En

y. an 80

poor. This

has developed centerin
If the billing-related

what hap

is occasion

rcentage of the
Indian society have anything
passion: "It is those
ak in English, who abuse in English, who
glish liquor who dance in English and who
abuse me in English.” Apparently, Mr Singh's out-
rage is not an entirely impersonal one choosing the
aftermath of India's 50 years of Independence cele-
brations as an occasion to break out.

A deep-rooted personal prejudice seems to have
stoned into a pet hate in Mr. Singh. And that is
unfortunate and dangerous characteristic in a
public person. Because a
not an end in himself or herself. He or she holds
sway over many a head and heart with his or her
likes and dislikes. An
obscurantist stance of a leader can help put the
society on a disastrous journey back in tinre.

In the ardour of his passion what Mr. Sin
seemed to have forgotten quite comfortably is
that there is no relation between English languiage
and culture with corruption. People seeped in
Hindi language and culture for that matter can be
very corrupt. Also, the practice of English can in
no way undermine the growth of
language.

Back home, the air is filled with the bizarre ut-
terances of the forces of obscurantism. Like Mr.
in India, quite a few
rently indulging in advocacy of extremism. We need

against those people.

politician or a leader is

personal conviction,

indi as a

eople here are cur-

to watch out
—

habuddin Ahmed has been

repeatedly asking the
students to disengage
themselves from partisan
political activities and to
devote fully to their academic
pursuits. Only then, he foresees,
they can build themselves as
worthy citizens of the country.
The first time he expressed
Iﬂmse!fp:fajnst student-politics

PRESIDEHT Justice Sha-

it was Pahly directed to the
leaders ol the major political
parties. His entreaties ap-

parently fell on deaf ears. A
section of the students who are
somehow enju?dng liberal 'b-
lessings’ and all earthly dispen-
sations from their political
mentors vehemently protested
the good man's fatherly counsel
for fear of losing the source of
their ‘'unearned income'.

Though the majority of the stu-
dent community, the parents
and guardians, besides saner el-
ements in the society, had fee-
bly welcomed president’'s con-
victions but could not hold on
for long as most of them per-
haps have been veritable
‘hostage' to the 'so-called’ stu-
dent leaders.

In fact, Justice Shahabuddin
had proposed for a temporary
suspension of student politics
and in that, he didn't use a
slightest intonation that would
tantamount to undermine the
students. He had rather extolled
the great role played by them in
numerous national movements
in the past since 1952 which
eventually culminated in their
historic role in the War of Lib-
eration in 1971.

The involvement of students
in politics has been historical
but the characteristic features
of such involvement have sus-
tained remarkable changes
over the past five decades. Even
before the partition of India, in
early forties, students commu-
nity took pioneering role in dif-
ferent anti-British movements.
At that time too, the student or-
ganisations used to have affili-
ation with the political parties
of their respective choice but
then the central leadership
could not act as their absolute
mentors, rather, the student
leadership used to go by their
own rules. Conversely, the po-
litical leaders would never need
the students for consolidating
their respective power base
within the party as of now.
They were usually left alone
and called upon to join hands
with the mainstream party
only on major issues,

But there were seldom any
call to give priority to political
activities over educational pur-
suits. In only very exceptional
circumstances the students had
to abandon classes temporarily.
But the beauteous part of
student politics was that there
was hardly any clash between
diverse student organisations
within or outside the campus,
the use of arms was out of ques-
tion. In those days, despite dif-
ferences in political philoso-
phies, the student community

All the hoodlums belonging to different student fora of the magor political

vies se thei t bodi

as protective shields against interception from the law enforcing agencies. This has become an
ominous tradition that, in turn, has kept the entire student community as helpless hostages.

as a whole, generally used to

live in absolute peace and har-

mony. ldeologica! differences
ogies used to
be more through battle of words

or debates on: ideol

and rhetorics than through ex-

change of bullets or spilling of
bloods. 8

Till the end of fifties things
went more or less in such a
serene pattern but by then, the
ominous erosion of the moral
values both in central leader-
ship and student leadership
started coming in views. In
early sixties, or, more precisely,
consequent upon the imposi-
tion of Martial Law in October,
1958 by Ayub Khan sacking the

pularly elected government
of the then East Pakistan, a
number of senior army officers,
some bureaucrats and a number
of dark horses having no politi-
cal background swarmed
around for a berth in the gov-
ernment.

This was the time when
Ayub Khan was seen looking
desperately for a sort of stooge
who, besides being a positive
yesman' would also-be capable
of ruthlessly suppressing any
one coming on his way in
Etl';::test. The ideal person Ayub

an selected eventually was
Abdul Monem Khan of Bhua-
Bur‘ Mymensingh! His selection

ad surprised many other
front-rankers and many an
eyebrow were raised. This man
took over as the Governor of
East Pakistan and ruled till he
was replaced by Dr Abdul Malek
in 1971 (or was it Admiral Ah-
san?). Literally, Monem Khan
reigned, not merely ruled. as a
notorious tyrant but inimitably
Ej al and faitHful to Ayub

an.

Outwardly very simplistic
and unbelievably unassuming,
Abdul Monem Khan had in his
sleeves some tricks as well. He
knew for certain that around
him there were many more
strong contenders for tﬁe posi-
tion of Governor, East Pakistan
and it was imperative upon him
to keep such potential bidders
away from the race. So, he de-
voted much of his time in build-
ing his fort. At this hour, he ob-
served that the student com-
munity, particularly in Dhaka
University was more or less at
the loose ends of the political
fabric. Engaging his elder son
as the gubernatorial emissa
to some of the 'difficult’ boys in
the University he did ulti-

mately see the rapid formation
of NSF.

The rise of 'Panch Pattu’
headed by Saidul and most vi-
ciously supported by 'Khoka-
Mantu' duo, was thus the be-
ginning of the end of the hith-
erto peaceful academic atmo-
gph:rc in the campus. At the

ictate of this invincible trio,
the students of Dhaka Univer-

sity had to pursue their studies.
These ‘three musketeers’ and
Abdul Monem Khan, their
formidable mentor, had to
dearly pay for their heinous
misdeeds. All of them died un-
natural death — the ex-governor
was Funned down by unknown
freedom fighters in 1971 at his
Banani residence.

Following the Liberation
War, the parent political party
Muslim League along with a few
other pro-Pakistan, anti-liber-
ation political parties were
rendered defunct. Some of the
most active and aggressive
leaders either fled the country
or gaoled. The NSF had almost
a natural death by its own name
but many of its workers some-
how managed to infiltrate into
the student wings of the pro-lib-
eration political parties. The
taste of silver bullet power they
used to enjoy during their hay
days was all in green memory.

S0, it was not surprising that
the same faces would re-emerge
in new garbs and guises as stu-
dent leaders. There was a mad
race for currying favour with
the post-liberation govern-
ments in succession. Some of
the old NSF boys turning
overnight student leaguers,
showed their gun-power with
absolute impunity. The harrow-
ing tale of seven students killed
in gun-battle between two
groups do even today haunt our
memories. It was during the
first half of seventies. The al-
leged killer-leader had to stay
in prison for a brief period but
\;.rga_?sset at large after August

He has turned out to be a
‘gentleman’ now having a so-
called political party and is oc-
casionally appearing in news.
After the 7 murders in the cam-
pus, he reportedly earned an-
other 'feather' in Baitul Mukar-
ram jewellery looting case. You
care for him or not he behaves
himself a 'great’ leader.

There is no dispute in the
claim that Students League by
its own goodwill, has been the
oldest student wing of a politi-
cal party. It is again the stu-
dents' organisation which sus-
tained splits on a number of oc-
casions taking to new surnames
after the names of their respec-
tive leaders. BNP's students
wing and that of the Jatiya
Party are comparatively newer
ones.

In the guise of
"Bangladeshi nationalism”
both might have in them many
successors of NSF, musclemen
of 'repute’ and innumerable
boys who thrive on booties al-
legedly dispensed by even anti-
liberation elements at home
and abroad. The so called fun-
damentalists Jamaat-e-Islami
too has floated a student front
which has earned the disrepute

and notoriety of the com-
position of many a blood-thirty
criminal. At least their atroci-
ties in Chittagong and Rajshahi
University in recent years can
remind anyone of the criminal
vendetta of the Razakars and Al
Badrs in 1971. At the Islamic
University. Kushtia too the IS-
S's militant activities continue
unabated.

It is, however, not to suggest
that the student wing of
Bangladesh Awami League is
entirely free from such unruly
elements. Actually, all the
hoodlums belonging to differ-
ent student fora of the major
political parties use their par-
ent bodies as protective shields
against interception from the

law enforcing agencies. This
has become an ominous tradi-
tion that, in turn, has kept the
entire student community as
helpless ho s. On the other
hand, their godfathers in dif-
Eﬂl political dm have

at S gam-
bles with the whole civil soci-

ety.

qusucc Shahabuddin
Ahmed's personal entreaties
with the students. vis-a-vis
with the leaders of all the polit-

ical parties are born of his great
anxieties for the lives of our

children. In the present malig-
nant turmeoil, the only redeem-
ing feature has been the un-
equivocal declaration of the
government to bring to books

all the arms-rattlers irrespec-
tive of their
including those belonging to the
party in power. But such a
stance does not have any posi-
tive effect on the entire gamut of
the int ing scenario on the
student front. Therefore, the
President's appeal to suspend
student politics for at least five
years at the first instance de-
serves a dis onate consid-
eration. Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, in my considered
opinion, can take the desired
initiative in this direction im-
mediately. She would not loose
anything if she can display
such boldness. It would, on the
otherhand, be a ve w:ia]mm:
augu calcnnﬁ univer re-
li:E I?lr this, [ foresee that a
furmaltﬂdhlﬂughﬂuscanbc for
sented in atiya Sar%aa
unanimous adoption. Time is

fast. So, she must rise
to the ¢ now.,

e

OPINION

Why Enhancement of Fuel
Prices Make Sense

The recent decision of the

| government to enhance the fuel

rice has sparked off protests
rom different quarters ranging
from political parties to trans-
port owners and workers. The
rationale behind this price in-
crease has not been unveiled
due to the inadgguacy of the
reasoning provided by the gov-
ernment. The debate arose from
the prevailing misconception
regarding whether fuel prices
are subsidised by the govern-
ment or not. While the govern-
ment claims to have paid a
subsidy worth Tk 450 crore for
the fiscal year '96-'97, in reality
it has actually covered up for

the losses incurred by the
Bangladesh Petroléum Corpo-
ration (BPC).

On the other hand, those
opposing the government posi-
tion, base their arguments on
an inappropriate comparison
between the C&F price of crude
petroleurn and that of the retail

rice paid by consumers for re-

ned petroleum. This does not
take into account the cost of
refinement and distribution.
However, a large difference be-
tween the two prices would still
exist.

In order to carry out a valid
comparison, it is necessary to
calculate the economic price of

troleum which would include

th its intermnal and external
costs. Consumption of
petroleum creates an external-
ity — petrol is one of the major
contributors to air pollution
and these pollutants are un-
priced since the automobile
LISErs Fay nothing for the privi-

lege of polluting the environ-
ment. The only possible way of
internalisi 8 externality is

by making the person responsi-

Tilat Khayer

ble for externality, which in this
case is the automobile user,
directly face its cost. What bet-
ter measures could possibly
apply to inflict the automobile
uscr? than lgcreasing the
petroleum price

Another justification for in-
creasing the price of petrol is to
cover up for the cost im
by urban congestion which is a
result of overcrowded traffic. In
a country where the economic

owth rate is almost i
g the cost burden due to
misuse of time is a great loss
for the economy. Also. the gov-
ernment is obl to construct
and maintain the roads for fa-
cilitating transportation of
goods and people. Due to the
unavailability of benefits of the
toll-system in this country, it
makes perfect sense to target
the road users to pay for con-
struction and maintenance
cost. Perhaps, the government
should tell us how much of the
additional revenues generated
from the petroleum price in-
crease will be used to build and
maintain roads.

Finally, the argument that
holds ground regardless of all
the reasons stated above, re-
sults from the fact that the per-
centage of tax-paying popula-
tion is disgustingly low in this
country. Since the capability
and the incentive for tax payers
to cheat is mmparntiwlg hiﬁ:"
the only measure left for the
government to undertake is to
tax the high income groups on
commodities for which their
demand is inelastic —
petroleum s one such
commodity.

Unfortunately, the govern-
ment has failed to ma the
situation well. The clarification

issued by the government was
unable to dispel the confusion
that persists in public minds.
Instead of going for such sizable
price increases all in one go, i
ent. both politically and eco-
nomically, to implement the in-
Com;wi:ringthereuﬂ ‘

prices
on an international basis, the
current price of m in

Bangladesh is s considered
to be one of the pst. The

proportions which govern-
ment mdjuutc? the price of dif-
ferent items, however, appear
rather te. The petrol
versus diesel/kerosene price
differential has increased from
4.7 per cent to 62 per cent and
octane versus diesel/kerosene I
differential has increased
rom 12.2 per cent to 78 per
cent. Since this is too high
to the 11.5 per cent

—

compared
" differential in C&F dollar prices

between diesel and motor gaso-
line, it induces a incen-
tive for adulteration petrol
and octane. If perceived to be
long lasting. these price differ-
ences t induce substitution
in the form of conversion of
automobile engines to diesel.
Also. the incentive to smuggle
diesel /kerosene remains.

In addition to this, the gov-
ernment is making it increas-
Irﬂy difficult for itself to con- |
sider future increases in the
price of diesel. By making
statements which indirectly

ses no further increase in
el prices. the government is

doing everythi 1
ingnﬁ\e puhllcn%m I;r un-
pleasant truths.
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