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Down to Earth

Mess is an English word
meaning a group of persons
sta in the same quarters
Ancr tl;ﬁﬂ meals out of a?:mnmm
kitclren. It is a popular style of
livi of a good number of
individuals in all urban areas.
The members of a mess belong
to different classes with a
variety of social and financial
backgrounds. This is the char-
acteristic feature of mess life.
On account of the large-scale
[Jopularity of the concept, mess
ife has almost acquired the
character of an institution.

From a look at our social
history, it will be seen that the
mess system has its roots in the
hoary past. Over the years as
the pattern of urban life grew in
scope and diversity, the mess
system kept pace with it, par-
ticularly on account of the
growing housing needs of the
expanding urban population.

In the context of the Dhaka
city, the development of the sys-
tem in recent years has been
phenomenal. It is difficult to es-*
timate the total number of
messes in the city, but at a
guess, it can be said that the
number may exceed a few thou-
sands. Like city slums, it is al-
ways on the rise. Among the
many areas where such a sys-
tem is said to be operating. we
may mention some of the main
locations such as South Ka-
malapur, Mugdapara, Kathal
Bagan, Mirpur, Arambagh,
Rampura, Jatrabari, Fakirapul,
Mali and in some areas of
old Dhaka. There is no denying
that these proliferating estab-
lishments go a long way in
meeting the accommeodation
needs of a large number of low-
income group people.

The majority of residents of
such establishments comprise
low-grade service holders with
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Latif Siddiqui MP
sued on charge

“ofviolence

TANGAIL, Aug 29; A case was
filed here today against 14 peo-
ple, including Abdul Latif Sid-
diqui MP, accusing them of re-
sorting to violence and makin
an attempt on the life of a |
labour leader, reports UNB.

The case was filed with Kali-
hati thana. making the local
MP as the principal accused, po-
lice said.

They said a group of armed
terrorists - attacked Kalihati
Thana Engineering Workers
Union general secretary Abdul
Malek at the union office at
about 8:30 pm Thursday and
chopped him with sharp
weapons.

The attackers also blasted
crackers and created panic in
the area, leaving another
labour leader, Haider Ali. seri-
ously injured.

e miscreants again at-
tacked the two labour leaders
when they were being taken to
Kalihati thana health complex
and stabbed Malek indiscrimi-
nately.

Police rescued Malek in an
unconscious state and send him
to Pangu Hospital in Dhaka.

Malek reportedly had an ex-
change of hot words with Latif
Siddiqui MP during an inter-
school football match at Kali-
hati High School playground on
Thursday afternoon.

According to the case filed by
Malek's wife Monowara Begum,
associates of the ruling Party
MP had threatened to kill him.

A tense situation was pre-
vailing in the area.

JRC talks
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According to international
water-sharing rules, Bangla-
desh and India should get 33 per
cent of the total flow each. But
in the absence of any agree-
ment, India is t 85-90 per
cent of the total flow in the lean
period.

As a result of the unilateral
withdrawal of the Teesta water
by Indian authorities, Bang-
ladesh is get only 10-15 per
cent (3, -4,000 cusec). ‘Ptfe
lowest flow recorded on
January 13 last was only 2,700
cusec.

But the country's largest ir-
rigation project, the Teesta Bar-

, constructed at a cost of Tk
1,000 crore, and its 34-kilome-
tre main distribution canal
need at least 8,000 cusec water
E;j‘tjh: lean season, the source

Th: total command area un-

~ der the project is 7.5 lakh

hectares of which 5.4 lakh
hectares are under the irriga-
tion network,

said if

The source
h gets its due share of

Teesta water, additional crops

By ASM Nurunnabi

some
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There are different kinds of liv-
ing arrangements in a mess.
Sometimes four or five

live in a e room. In other
instances, some mess members
live in separate rooms. Of
course, for enjoying this facil-
ity. such members bear a larger
part of the rental burden. But an
increasing trend was observed
that on account of pressure on
available accommodation
space, such exclusive arrange-
ment for separate rooms was
getting non-existent.

There are other aspects of
the system which are mainly
categorised in the following
manner d ding on the vari-
ous facilities — a) messes lo-
cated near railway or bus com-
munication facilities; b) messes
located near commercial areas;
c) messes located near educa-
tional institutions; and d)
messes located near industrial
areas. All messes classified in
the above manner are subject to
variations in rental costs de-
pending on available commu-
nication and dietary facilities.

- It 18 quite apparent that
mess life involves a corporate
existence in which special
identity of any member thereof
gets submerged. Here all in-
mates — married, unmarried,
young and old — have their in-
dividual identities lost in limbo
to %iv: place to a particular life
style. In view of heterogeneous
elements living under one roof,
management of a mess, big or
small, is always a ticklish job.

The rent of a seat in a mess is
generally determined by many
considerations. Chiefly among
these may be the location of the
establishment, the nature of
composition of its inmates. the

ROK Vice FM
due in city
Sept 1

Ki Choo Lee, Vice Forei
Minister of the Republic of ]'E;-l
rea will arrive in the city on
September 1 on a three-day
visit to Bangladesh, reports
BSS.

The Korean minister's visit
is ted to elevate the exist-
ing ties between the two coun-
tries and give an impetus to ex-

ding trade and economic re-
ations.

During his stay, Ki Choo Lee
will call on foreign and finance
ministers. He is scheduled to
visit Dhaka Export Processing
Zone and Bangladesh-Korea
Friendship Hospital in Savar.

In recent years, Korea has
been a major source of overseas
investment in Bangladesh.

Clinton-Guyjral
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the line of control (LOC) by In-
dian troops in Kashmir "are
against the spirit of the dia-
logue,” Sharif told a news con-
ference in Quetta.

Sharif renewed an allega-
tion that India has deployed
missiles on the Pakistan border
and said: "It is a matter of grave
concern for us.”

He vowed that the Pakistani
armed forces were fully capable
of meeting any threat to the
country’s security.

Foreign minister Gohar
Ayub Khan told parliament on
Thursday the Indians were
sending "mixed signals" about
the next round of talks sched-
uled for September in New
Delhi.

JS: Women
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in the male dominated parlia-
ment,”  Barrister Rabeya
Bhuiyan, said speaking as chief
guest at the seminar.

The seminar also discussed a
draft bill, scheduled to be placed
in the parliament by Rabeya
Bhuiyan. The bill wﬂr seek 'no
more than two hundred male
members and no less than one
hundred female members' in
parliament.

Prof Nazma Chowdhury said
women should have one third
representation in the parlia-
ment. "It is high time for us to
come forward and give due im-
portance to women empower-
ment," she said.

Maleka Begum of Gana
Shasthya said shortage of funds
was the number one problem
during election campaigns of
women. "Women can not spend
as much money as men can.
This is a major obstacle for
women candidates to win elec-
tions. So, |1 welcome the initia-

worth Tk 400 crore will be pro-  tive of Rabeya Bhui and give
duced in the first phase End all our support fﬂﬂﬂﬂ lhgiil‘ﬂ
crops worth Tk 1, crore in representation of women in
the second phase. parliament.”

Editor : Mahfuz Anam

Printed by the Editor from City Publishing House Ltd., 90 Kakrail,
Dhaka-1000 and published by him on behalf of Mediaworld Ltd., 52
‘Motijheel C.A., Dhaka-1000. Editorial, News & Commercial Offices:
House No: 11, Road No: 3, Dhanmandi R/A, Dhaka-1205. PABX:
500092-4, Commercial: 500091, Fax No: 88-02-863035, (PO Box No:
3257; Cable: DAILYSTAR. DHAKA. Email: dstar@bangla net
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Multi-Facets of Mess Life in City

quality of food available, and
availability of basic facilities
like water and toilet. The rates
vary from area to area. For ex-
ample, observers say that in
Arambagh area, the monthly
rates may r from Tk 700 to
Tk 1000 per seat. In Dhanmondi
and Elephant road areas, the
rates are said to be a little
higher — from Tk 850 to Tk
1 . At Mirpur, Sayedabad,
Jatrabari, Mugdapara, Ram-
pura and Kalyanpur areas, the
rates are less.

A recent sample survey on
100 mess members shows that
45 cent of them are from low
middle class families, 35
cent are student-cum- pf;::
ees, and the rest 20 per cent are
students, The number of un-
married mess members is com-
paratively high while elderly
married ones are negligible in
number.

Recently, there has been a
trend of coming into existence

‘of mess system for women in

view of rising number of women
industrial workers, particu-
larly in the garments sector.
There are also a few govern-
ment hostels for women in the
city.

The corporate life in a mess
is full of variety. It is an amal-
gam of sorrow and happy mo-
ments, trials, tribulations and
compensgating unity which im-
pells fellow inmates to come to
the help of others in case of any
danger or crisis, where even
moral support counts a lot.

In view of the growing de-
mand, it is felt that more atten-
tion needs be paid at official
and unofficial levels for takingl_
up projects for development o
housing, especially designed as
mess system, in greater num-
bers in the city.

JS session
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tary Affairs Minister Abdul
Matin Khasru told UNB that the
ens session would be a ses-
sion of legislation.

LGRD Minister Zillur Rah-
man said the two Local Gov-
ernment Bills would be placed
and passed during this session
to ensure elections to the vill
gcnlq Union Councils in Decem-

Some 1600 questions, 2300
resolution motions, 31 special
privilege motions and three no-
tices for general discussions
were submitted by the ruling
and opposition legislators. the
sources said adding two previ-
ous amendment bills — Presi-
dent Award Fund (Amendment)
and Drug Control Ordinance
(Amendment) are expected to be
tabled in this session.

Apart from legislative busi-
nesses, the current session is
likely to witness some stormy

scenes as it begins the sitting at
a time when the opposition
camp generated a.lot of heat on
the street.

The raise in fuel prices, al-
leged ression on opposition,
and the law and order situation
may figure prominently during
this session.

Ruling Awami League and
Opposition BNP will determine
their strategies for this session
at their respective parliamen-
tary party meetings this after-
noon.

The Business Advisory
Committee on Thursday de-
cided to hold general discus-
sions on foreign policy, a ter-
rorism-free soclety and fair
price of jute.

Gene bank
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have to be well prepared now to
fight against rampant

patentship of things. If North
takes resources from us and de-
velop things and again sales
those to us in exchange of
Patcnt royalties, why should we
ag behind in protecting our re-
sources."”

R K Arora, ---- talking to The
Daily Star said. "IPGRI, founded
in 1971 (previous name — In-
ternational Board for PGR) was
working for strengthening na-
tional programmes in member
countries. About Bangladesh,
Arora commented, "Here
strengthening national pro-
El;amme is more a question of

tter coordination. You have
some brilliant scientists and
in this country." |

In Bangladesh, there are
genebanks in various agro-re-
search institutions like — BRRI,
BARI and BJRI. But, the scien-
tists who attended the work-
shop that discussed some 28 re-
search papers, felt the urgency
of a national genebank so that
local varieties are not lost for
ever.

Conservation of rice vari-
eties in the country started back
in early '70s with the estab-
lishment of genebank for rice at
BRRI and the total collection
reached up to 7,100 varieties.

iculture Minister Begum

otia Chowdhury while inau-
ating the workshop on Tues-
ay last had said that before the
invent of high yielding varieties
(HYVs), there were over 8,000

| local varieties in '60s.

The Daily Star

Zia was involved in plot

to kill Bangabandhu: AL

LGRD and Cooperatives Min-
ister Zillur Rahman yesterday
alleged that former President
Ziaur Rahman was involved in
the conspiracy of the killing of
father of the nation Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-

He (Zia) nl protected

"He not o
Bangabandhu's sell-confessed
killers from Ilegal action
through the so-called Indem-
nity Act, but also awarded them
with diplomatic assignments,”
Rahman said.

"Through these activities, it
appears that Zia was not
happy at the assassination
Bangabandhu but also backed
the assassination plot,” he
added.

The Awami League leader
said the earlier statements of
the killers also substantiate the
idea that Zia was involved in
the plot.

e was addr a discus-
sion sed by city unit
(North) in observance of the
month-long national mourning
at the Shishu Aca audito-
rfum. The was also ad-

lrwcung
ressed by Awami League pre-

sidium member Abdul Jalil,
State Minister for Social Wel-
fare Dr Mozammel Haq, Dr
Mostafa Jalal Mohiuddin, Prof
Abdul Mannan Chowdhury and
BCL president Enamul Hagq
Shamim.

BCL city unit (North) presi-
dent Mazhar Hossain was in the
chair.

The Awami ¢ General
Secret also urged the y
and BCL workers to mobilise
the people to carry forward the
development activities of the

t foiling the evil de-
sign of the anti-liberation
forces.

He criticised BNP chief Be-

m Khaleda Zia for backing

forces saying her ( m
Zia) husband had the
cause of anti-liberation forces
secr to establish his power
base, but today she is aiding
them openly to destabilise the
country.

In context, he referred to
the recent hartals called by the
BNP and extreme rightwing and
religion-based parties to
t.hcuféyact of an Israeli woman
and the fuel price refixation.

Teenaged boy
drowns in
Thet

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Aug 29: A
boy drowned in a pond at
Kastaghar area in the town this
afternoon.

the dead was identified as
Dharmajyoti alias Sumon, 186,
son of ocate Dhrubajyoti
Shyam. Sumon this
year with star marks.

Sumon went to the pond to
have a bath at about 5 pm after
playing cricket on a nearby

plamround.
s body was recovered from
the pond.

[OJ renews its
programme to
gherao TV bhaban

Islami Oikya Jote (10J), at a
rally in front of the Jatiya
Press Club yesterday afternoon,
renewed its programme to
gherao the TV Bhaban at Ram-
Eura on September 18, reports

The 10J, an alliance of some
smaller political parties and
groups preac Islamic ideol-
ogy., observed the demonstra-
tion day yesterday to protest
‘harassment’ on its activists on
August 22, the day it held a
grand rally at Manik Mia Av-

" Probe report
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Officials said statements of
journalists, police and some
pedestrians were present at
the spot during the incident
have recorded. The com-
mittee is taking time in the
ho uiﬁgtmg the statement of

b is now under treat-
ment at the Combined Military
Hospital here.

Ershad
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ur Pourasava Chairman
for long over leadership of the
e
orkers o ups were
present there. apnes

At one s when the JP
Chairman attempted to deliver
his speech, a group of workers
raised slogans and started
shouting. The other group also
raised counter-slogans, fol-
L{;ﬂglu?{h brandishing of arms

e groups. The pande-
monium ensued when one group
demanded that Sharfuddin be
allowed to speak before Ershad,
the sources said.

The situation was however
brought under control by Er-
shad.

The meeting ended with a
brief speech by Ershad calling

upon party leaders and workers
for unity.

Shima’s death

JS sub-committee
to prepare final
report formed

The adjourned meeting of
the parliamentary committee
to probe the death of Shima
Chowdhury in the safe custody
of Chittagong district jail and
the incidents leading to her
death was held at Bha-
ban : UNB.

e meeting, chaired by
committee chalrman Forei
Minister Abdus Samad Azad,
reviewed the information gath-
ered its members and dis-
cus various aspects to fi-
nalise its report, said a press re-
lease.

Committee members Col
(retd) Shawkat Ali, engineer
Mosharral Hossain, advocate
Fazle Rabbi, Quazi Shamsur
Rahman, Sultan Mohammad
Mansur Ahmad and Prof
Khaleda Khanam attended the
meeting.

To prepare the final :
the meeting formed a sub-
committee with Sultan Mo-
hammad Mansur Ahmad, ad-
vocate Fazle Rabbi, Quazi Sh-
amsur Rahman and Prof Kha-
leda Khanam.

The sub-committee will meet

“Krishak Dal
toda

The Jatiyatabadi shak
Dal will hold a rally today in
front of BNP central office at 4
pm demanding fair price of jute,
rice and other agricultural pro-
duces and to protest price hike
of gasoline and agri-inputs, re-

ports UNB
general Abdul

BNP sec
Mannan Bhuiyan will address
the rally as chief guest while
ac resident of Krishak Dal
Mahbubul Alal Tara will pre-
side it, said a press release.

Mirpur thana BNP will hold
a rally at Mirpur Section 10
Golchattar today at 4 pm. BNP
Standing Committee member
Chowdhury Tanveer Ahmed
Siddiqui will address the rally
as chief guest. Central leaders
Abdullah Al Noman, Sadek
Hossain Khoka MP and otherss
will also speak at the rally.

SIRAJGANJ, Aug 29: Eight
people were injured, one of
them seriously, in a clash be-
tween the activists of pro-
Awami League Chhatra League
and the BNP-backed JCD in the
town today, reports UNB.

The clash is a sequel to the
Thursda sdmcidcnt WhE BCL
district leader Sumon
JCD's Saya Dh ma.ﬂﬂp.llﬁ:
convenor Jahangir Alam dur-
ing a quarrel over renaming the
Jamuna Bridge as Bangabandhu
Bridge.

Blackmail: 5 arrested
in Narayanganj

NARAYANGANJ, Aug 29:
Five people were arrested on
Thursday night and early today
from Paikpara and Beparipara
area on charge of blackmail,
reports UNB.

Plainclothes police held
Mostak Hossain, 27, and Golam
Nabi, 35, from a pharmacy at
Paikpara around 9 pm on a
complaint from the owner,
Abul Hossain, that he was being
blackmailed.

Later, lice arrested three
others — Shahnaz um, 37,
Umme Habiba Akhter Mila, 20,

and Panna Akhter alias China,
15, from aripara at 3 am to-
day on the basis of confessional

statement by Mostak and Go-
lam Nabi.

Police sald pharmacy
owner-cum-compounder Abul
Hossain complained to Sadar
thana that two people were
blackmailing him for Tk
50,000 after taking some ob-
scene photographs on August 1.

Abul Hossain said on the
day, he was called in to a house
at Bhuiyanbagh to attend a pa-
tient, but on reaching there, he
was trapped in a room as the

Accident
From Page 1

one person dead and another
wounded at Dholaipar under

Demra thana in the city this
mormning.
Auto-rickshaw driver Joy-

nal Molla, 35, died on the spot.

The injured, Golam Mawla, 37,
was a tted to Dhaka Medical

' College Hospital (DMCH).

"blackmailers” shut the door
from outside.

After some time, Abul said,
two people identifying them-
selves as police entered the
room and threatened to arrest
him on charge of anti-social
activities. They also made him
sign a blank sheet of paper and
then took several photographs
of him along with a girl.

He said he had paid them Tk
30.000 in two installments, but
he came to the thana falling to
arrange any more money as per
the demand of the blackmail-

ers,
Police suspected that the ar-
rested are members of an nr%ln-
oup, involved in cheating
in various ways.

English
From Page 1

bers of parliament the country
should concentrate on Indian
sports like hockey and kabaddi
— a territorial team of tag
— rather than cricket.

Yadav said cricket was a "Gu-
lami (servitude) " imposed
on India by British colonial-
ists.

The use of English in the In-
dian parliament, which has
adopted Hindi as its official
| age, often raises hackles.

ndia boasts 18 official lan-
guages, Hindi, spoken in the
north but which bears little re-
semblance to southern lan-

ages, is the most widely spo-
en. I:Er almost half the popula-
tion. English remains favoured

among the country's affluent
middle class.

ised
people
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The badly damaged car of Shama.

Shama killed 1
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The victims were coming
from Mahakhali New DOHS to
Eskaton area after attending a
party.

Police said, Shama, her rela-
tive Jannatul Ferdous, 40, and
the latter's son, Alvi, 14, were
rushed to Dhaka Medical Col-
lege Hospital (DMCH) where
doctors declared them dead.

The injured are Jannatul's
daughter Anika, 16, Shama's
nephew Maruf, 24, Himu, 40,
and his wife Fahima Mahmud,
33. They were admitted to
DMCH and a private clinic.

Police suspected that ‘reck-
less driving’ of the truck caused
the accident.

Hearing a big bang, the on
duty personnel at the nearby
Fire Service and Civil Defence
Station, came out and found the
damaged car with the victims
inside.

The fire servicemnen and pa-

trol lice took them to the
DMCH immediately.
The truck fled the scene.

T;jgann police said they
could not yet trace the truck or
its driver till last night.

Khaleda
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Los erday.
The BNP Chairperson also

alleged that parliamentary

norms and traditions were by-
assed and the state media was
ept husta%e to administrative

controls in Bangladesh.

"In a situation of breakdown
that threatens the viability of
our state, it is the people who
must decide. Public opinion, es-
pecially of those who are most
isr;if{nirmed, must voice itself”,

Begum Zia.
She alleged that Bangladesh
government had compromised
‘with the country's sovereignty.
"In 3]:;1. uick su;:cgesslun. it h:.?
ru to conclude a variety
agreement with India.”

Referring to the 30-year
Ganges water sh treaty,
she said the country received
the lowest quantum of water
ever in last l. "In place of
much vaunted 35,000 cusecs, we
actually received only 6,500
cusecs,” she claimed. :

Begum Khaleda Zia further
said, "Even more discon
is the haste with which new
agreements are being pushed to
conclusion on such disparate
subjects as road, rail, and sea
transit, purchase of electricity,
border trade and prevention of
cross-border terrorism.

Aid Club
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During the last Paris meet-
ing, the new Awami League gov-
ernment proposed to organise
the event in the Bangladesh
capital and it was accepted
the members of the Banglades
Aid Group.

The government deferred the
meeting, noticing that it will
coincide with the historic Jail
Killing Day, a black chapter in
the Bangladesh's history.

Four of the country's na-
tional leaders were killed in the
Dhaka Central Jail on Novem-
ber 3, 1975, following the assas-
sination of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman on

Al.%ll_n‘l 15 the same year.
elgljaratinnu are a foot to
hold the Aid Club meeting and
the Investment Forum, where
international private investors
will be invited to put their capi-
tal in Bangladesh using its ad-
vantages and opportunities.

The officials said the inter-
ministerial meeting would be
held on the proposed aid mem-
oire, to be prepared by the Eco-
nomic Relations Division
(ERD), during the first half of
the next month.

Later, the memoire would be
placed before the Cabinet for its
approval.

adesh is yet to decide
about the amount to be sought
from the country's development
partners. :

Donors would enquire about
the usual issues like the
E‘rngrcu in reforms, particu-

ly in the financial sector and
the administration, and pri-
vatisation. Various other issues
l would come up for discussion.

Arsenic contamination

6 thanas in Chandpur

worst affected

CHANDPUR, Aug 29: Arsenic
problem has turned worse in
the district as contents of ar-
senic have been detected in the
waters of almost all tubewells
in its six thanas.

AKM Mainuddin, executive
engineer of the district Public
Health Engineering Depart-
ment (PHED), told UNB that ar-
senic elements have been found
in almost all tubewell waters.

He said: We are unable to face
this alarming situation with
inadequate means as the tube-
well waters are carrying con-
tents of arsenic.

In the six thanas
Fnrldgarti‘j. Hajiganj, Matlab,
Ehahra;éilﬁnéhua mg:r Sa.;:lar —
an uns num 0 -

le fell victims to arumcp?:-
ted diseases.

So far, more than 50 tube-
wells have been sealed off at dif-
ferent villages in Hajiganj
thana, 21 in Faridganj thana,
two in ar thana, lg.re Mat-
lab an six in hahrasti
thanas.

Public health engineers of
Matlab, Shahrasti, Hajiganj

Depression
From Page 1

Waters from the surging
rivers coupled with heavy
downpour have been floodin
low lying areas of the coast
districts since Wednesday
night.

Several hundred fishing
boats and trawlers took shelter
in the Alipur-Mahipur channel

durﬁ last two days, local peo-
ple info

rmed.

In Khepupara, a fishing
trawler sank along with six
fishermen in the Bay Thursday
evening. Five of the fishermen
were rescued by nearby fisher-
men but one Nurul Islam, 30,
remained missing.

Our Chittagong Correspon-
dent reports the depression
caused 39 mm of rainfall in
Chittagong in 24 hours till 6 pm
yesterday. The sea remained

ro

Sheikh
Hasina had to drop her pre-
scheduled visit to Chittagong,
Cox's Bazar and Teknaf yester-
day due to the inclement
weather. The premier was due to
arrive at the Chittago
in the morning by helicopter
and visit Chakaria, Teknaf and
Banskhali.

CRC: No bar
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or other legal obstacle to with-
drawln% the reservation in re-
spect of Article 21 of the Con-
vention,” the LC observed. It,

rime Minister

however, said, "Islamic law
does not recognise or permit
adoption. So, Muslims cannot

be involved in any way by this
article.”

The government also wanted
the LC to decide whether the age
limit for immunity from crim-
1111231 Habiil_ity cgu be Ii'_allx_'.:aed to

years from ars,; if the
of a child as g:ﬂned in ?hg:
Children Act, 1974, can be
raised to 18 years from 16

ars; and whether the limit
or immunity of a child from
being sentenced to death or im-
prisonment for life can be
raised to 18 years,

About the enhancement of
the age limit for immunit
from criminal liability. the Lg
said, "There is no constitu-
tional or other legal obstacle to
raise the age of immunity from
criminal liability by amending
Section 82 of the Penal code, but
it may be stressed that such en-
hancement is likely to do more
harm tw to the children
and to as a whole.”

Regarding enhancement of
the of a child' as defined in
the Children Act, 1974, the LC
observed, "There is no constitu-
tional or legal obstacle to the
enhancement of the age of
‘child' as defined in Section 2(f)

of the Children Act. 1974, by

amendment thereof -

and Sadar thanas, said at least
12 more tubewells will be sealed
off soon in the their areas.

They said without making
an alternative arrangement for
safe water, we cannot seal off
many other tubewells where ar-
senic elements have been de-
tected.

Due to lack of equi t to
detect arsenic, Main n said,
scanning of tubewell waters
cannot be carried out,

Everyday, a large number of
people [rom remote Areas come
to the thana public health engi-
neering offices with complaints
of arsenic diseases, the engi-

neers said.

Hajiganj thana public heal-
th engineer Delwar Hossain
told UNB that 96 per cent of his
thana's 3,000 tubewells have

arsenic elements.

IFRCS Under Secy
General due today

Margareta Wahalstrom, Un-
der Secretary General of the In-
ternational Federation of Red
Cross and Red Crescent Soci-
eties (IFRCS) agrslges in the city
today, reports )

D{lring her four-day visit,
she will exchange views with
the Chairman of BRCS Major
General (retd) Abdus Salam !
She will also visit different pro-
jects of the Society in Dhaka,
Chittagong and Cox's Bazar.

One killed in

city clash
By Staff Correspondent

A 65-year-old man was
killed in a clash between two
oups at Ibrahimpur under
tonment thana in the city

I:"r.:oli::g'r said Hazi Ibrahim
was fatally injured d the
clash at about 10 am and died
on way to hospital. The vio-
lence occurred over a land dis-
pute.

The was sent to Dhaka
Medical Hospital for au-

topsy.
Border talks

From Page 1
first week of September.

During the visit, they will
see whether the border line is
correct or not according to the
map and then decide on khas
land, and repair or installation

of %llar:s
ey will also visit the bor-
der line of Bohorompur in
November to find out the prob-
lems there.
A seven-member Indian del-
egation is led by district
magistrate of Murshidabad A K

ST et

gation ty

of Ra sham Farid Ahmed.
e meeti was fruitful,”

the DC of Raj told UNB

after the meeting held at his

conference room.
The Indian side told the

meeting that will be more
alert in controlling the border
crimes, particularly smuggling

of phensidyl, sugar and medi-
cine.

Both the sides reached a con-
sensus that they would not shel-
ter any criminal.

The last Indo-Bangla border
talks were held here in 1995.

Massacre

From Page 1

African nation has risen
sharply since June, when a
newly elected government took
wer, sing to stop the
rutal l““t:_- S;Hunl:d '.‘5-00
people have n nce
thclg
More than 60,000 people
have been killed since the start
of the in in 1992. It be-
gan when the army canceled
arliamentary elections to
Fh“ﬂ a likely vic by the
now-banned [slamic tion
Front.



