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later date. The
of MPs of the fifth parliament. What are we likely to

the people's representatives are becoming increas-
ingly lawless?
iplomatic passports as per the Vienna Conven-
| Hon are supposed to be issued to persons cngHagcd
in missions to serve or I‘EIT)I'ESEHI the country.
ever, the long list of people entitled to this rivﬂEEt
in Bangladesh suggests we have deviated from the
original condition of the charter. As a sovereign
country, we are perfectly within our rights to decide
whom to confer this badge of privilege or whom not
to. But the problem is every deviation from an in-

so, when people bestowed with that distinction fail
to understand that certain practices that go with
that privilege are absolutely sacrosanct. Their vio-
lation brings shame upon the nation, upon the
country.

The fact that serious anomaly has been going on
about the possession of two or more passports by
VIPs recently came to public notice quite scan-
dalously when a state Minister — a red passport
holder, travelled with his green passport which he
obviously did not return while collecting the red
one.

This one reported incident brought to light the
complete lack of coordination among the various
relevant government agencies as regards the possi-
ble abuse of the diplomatic passport. Except the
Consular Section of the Foreign Ministry — the is-
suing authority — no other ministry, neither Min-
istry of Home Affairs nor the Office of Passport and
Immigration has any idea about the list of red
| passport holders. The glaring lack of professional-
ism and authenticity in the whole process becomes
clear thro anonymous confession of an official
that Consular Section does not verify the particu-
lars provided by the applicant.

We urge the government to restore and retain
the dlgnity of the diplomatic passport. Whether it
{ should review the criteria for a red passport is
something that can wait for an exhaustive deliber-
ation over a period of time. Meanwhile, both For-
eign and Home Ministries should work fast and in
tandem with Passport Office to monitor the proper
use of red passports.

DU Dean Election

Normally
comment on the DU Dean Election. But the reason
we do so iIs because it has been fought along politi-
cal lines. As reported in most newspapers, of the
seven posts, four have been won by Lﬁg pro-BNP
White panel and three by the pro-Awami League
Blue panei. We have often decried our university
students for being divided politically. But what we
find equally reprehensible is that our university
teachers should be so divided that they have to
discharge an essentially university function on
those lines!

Being a suF%urter of this or that
on a personal basis is one thing. To bring that
same ﬂ]_:lulitics into the affairs of the University is
something quite different. As we have got more and
more mired into politics, down and down has gone
the academic standard of our universities.

Can anybody deny the vicious impact of
@Htics on all aspects of our academic life? If that

so, then why do we continue in this vein? One
answer could be that our academicians have really
lost sight of what pursuit of knowledge is all about.

We are not ready to accept that as an answer
yet. But we must warn our teachers that their con-
duct, and their failure to create a strong moral re-
sistance against the shameful slide in the standard
of our higher education is increasingly leading us
towards such a conclusion.

A Clear Message

The number of landless ple in the country is
rising alarmingly. The preliminary results of the
census on agriculture released this weekend
showed the landless holdings to have recorded a
four per cent rise. A worrying sign when viewed
against the fact that seventy per cent people of the
country is directly or indirectly involved in cul-
| ture and that it accounts for one third of our GDP.

The phenomenon of rootless farmers in
Bangladesh has little more to do with a straight
forward Malthusian interpretation of diminishin
means of subsistence in the wake of unchecke
population growth.

ural Bangladesh is a study in time lag when it
comes to land ownership. Despite the enactment
of various laws since the days of colonial rule what
we have in Bangladesh, in essence and effect, is a

ploitation of the weak and the poor by the rich and

system, there has hardly been any basic
change.

Only the powerful landsharks are expanding
their dominion under the present system. The
credit financing system aimed at making the poor
farmers self-reliant is hardly of any use because
the agricultural
have no land against which they can borrow money
from financial institutions. So, it is an unending
tale of exploitation for them by the land owners
who treat them as serfs.

Matters are not helped by the fact that the gov-
ernment has no specific map as regards khaas
land or the newly reclaimed tracts ntgland. Irregu-
larity, corruption, nepotism in the allotment of gov-
ernment land lead to enormous casualties in the
| char or reclaimed areas every
people remain ignored in the bargain.

e rise of landless population is not a mere ru-
ral problem. Cities specially Dhaka is already

rootless people from villages. It cannot be helped
unless the means of subsistence are created and
protected in the rural areas.

Not long ago a similar survey report showed that
the calorie intake of people has gone down by 250
units in last 30 years. The present one is not very
different in sen a clear message to those who
shape people's future: the s
have not taken us anywhere

e real Bangladesh

or the rural Bangladesh is suffering as it used to

suffer in the pre independence days.

Diplomatic passport or red passport as it is
known has become a source of great irregularity
and embarrassment. A Star report says that only
115 MPs of the current parliament have so far
surrendered their green or general passports either
at the time of receiving their red passports or at a
ure is almost double in the case

| conclude? Distinguished section of the citizenry or
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ternational norm results in the reduction of the
value or the status of a distinction or honour. More

we would not have felt the need to

olitical party

feudal or semi-feudal system that ensures the ex- |

mighty in gay abandon. Barring the abolition of

labourers or the barga chashi

year. Real landless

grovelling under the pressure of mass migration of

luﬁna of development -

Food Grain Situ

HE XXIII conference of

the International Asso-

ciation of Agricultural
Economists (IAAE) was held In
Sacramento, California from 10
to 16 August 1997. The confe-
rence theme "Food Security,
Diversification and Resource
Management : Refocussing the
Role of riculture?" seemed
timely and well tuned to the on-
going policy debates in all
countries of the world The
conference ended with a great
success that largely owes to the
credible and dynamic
leadership displa_ved by the
association ice President
Programme, Joachim Von
Braun and to the earnest en-
deavour of his teammates like,
Peter Hazell, J B Siebert, S
Johnson. W J Armbruster.
Credit is also due to the host
capital city Sacramento for
making the stay of about 900
paﬂlcirantu pleasant and pur-

posefu
The presidential address was
vern R L Thompson on
echno . Policy, and Trade

The Keys to Food Security and
Environmental Protection”. He
addressed the problems of
hunger and poverty in rural ar-
eas of the world, the growin
need and demand for food an
the potential of the world's
farmers to produce an adequate
quantity of food to feed the
world population better than
today at no higher real prices
and without environmental
damage. The main theme of
Thompson's deliberations
sprang from his experience of
sit to 40 countries on all con-
tinents (but Antarctical!) and
extensive reading, observation
and innumerable conversations
with agricultural economists,
vernment officials and well-
nforrned observes.
ﬁccnrdings to Thompson, of
the world's 5.8 billion people,
an estimated 800 million suffer
from hunger. There are, again,
1.3 billion people in the world
who subsist on an income level
of less than one US dollar. Dif-
ferent sources of estimates
show that four quarters of the
poor live in rural areas where
the bulk eke out a living from
farming. Half of these ill-fated
hail from less favoured areas.
"To understand the roots of the

Let Ba

E Bengalis have never
been identified with any
form of extremism. but
mistakes of the past., and
possibly of the present, are
wrongfully portraying us as
religious fanatics instead of
secular. (Secularism being one

of the illars on which
ad was founded).
is write-up comes amid

signs of a dividing line bei
drawn by Prime Minister Sh
Hasina and her arch-political
rival and chief of the
Bangladesh Jatiyatabadi Dal
(popularly known as BNP)

aleda Zia. The two leaders
have not named any particular
group, but it appears the pre-
mier describes them as "anti-
liberation forces” and her rival
as "nationalist Islamic" ones.

One should not ignore the
fact that the small Islami O
Jote (10J) led by Shaikul Hadis
Moulana Azizul Hugq could

ather thousands to rally round
is call for mass prayers and
anti-ﬁn'ﬂ:mmcni rally at the
Manik Mia Avenue on August
22. The government took the
right step by allowing them to
hold the r there avoiding a
possible confrontation with the
veterans of Bangladesh's 1971
independence war,

Huq told his supporters,
"They (government) call us fun-
damentalists. Yes, we are Is-
lamic fundamentalists.” He also
condemned the "Shikha Chiran-
ton” at the Suhrawardy Ud-
dayan — a mark of our inde-
pendence Silver Jubilee — and
threatened to destroy it amid a
24-hour vigilance by police.

The leaders of the secular
Awami League government also
made it clear during separate
rallies of "pro-independence"
groups that "anti-independence
elements” would not be suc-
cessful in their mission.

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad d blamed Khaleda
Zia and her party for instigating
fundamentalism and commu-
nalism in the country.

Local Government Minister

and Awami League Secretary
General Zillur man told the
UNB recently, "We don't see

any threat to democracy and
secular forces. People have re-
jected the fanatics and the fun-
damentalists in the last general

"Food security at the global level concerns whether the world
twice or even three times as much food as today — at no hig

's farmers and food system can provide
her real cost and do it in a manner that

does not destroy the environment ... Each country should use its arable land and agricultural

problems of poverty and hunger
in rural areas, it is important to
recognize that no country in the
world has solved the problems
ol rural poverty focusing exclu-
sively on agriculture” ising
productivity in agriculture
thereby reducing the real prices
of fooJ'is a necessary but not
sufficient condition for ensuring
food, security. The sufficient
condition is availability of pur-
chasing power. And that could
be created by offering off-farm
employment opportunities.
n many of the developing
countries migration to distant
cities is considered to be an exdt
from poverty. Available
information tell us that in 1990
there were four cities of over 10
million people and by 2010, the
number would surge to 21
cities of this size and among
these, 13 would fall in Asia.
While growing urbanication
would inevitably gear up migra-
tion, its speed could. perhaps,
ve slowed down through creat-
ing moere attractive opportuni-
ties in rural areas. And that
calls for a firm political com-
mitment on the part of the gov-
ernments in those crisis-prone
countries to make larger in-
vestments in roads, communi-
cation, education, healthcare
and putting the necessary pre-
condition on the provision for
employment and enterprise
rowth. Needless to mention
ere that a robust cultural
development strategy also pre-
sup those facilities
he combined effects of
population and income growth
are likely to exert preponderant
pressures on food consumption
to make it double in the next
three decades or so. "Food se-
curity at the global level con-
cerns whether the world's farm-
ers and food systemn can provide
twice or even three times as
much food as today — at no
higher real cost and do it in a
manner that does not destroy
the environment ... Each coun-
try should use its arable land
and agricultural production po-

tential 1o the fullest extent effi-
ciently and without wasting re-
sources "

Among the continents, Asia
embraces a much larger frac-
tion of the world's population
than of its arable land Much
strides have been made in
terms of investment in agricul-
tural research and in educa-
tion, rapid economic growth
with faster pace of non-agricul-
tural employment through the
countryside Dietary changes
occurred p su rise in f:)er
capita income — with a fall in
rice consumption and rise in
wheat and non-cereal items.
There have been significant
growth in agricultural produc-
tivity but internal food produc-

cultural bias in public policy,
depressed farm process due to
dumped food aid. fragile rural
infrastructure to discourage
aduﬁutm of profitable im

technology. Conclusively, a
faster economic growth could

result in faster of food
consumption hence Africa
is as a net food importer.

Western Europe witnessed
large investment in ultural
research and relatively high
price supports to alleviate agri-
cultural productivity levels at
international standards. Euro-

ean farmers were insulated
rom international price shocks.
Agricultural production growth
outpaced internal consumption
to leave some exportable sur-

tion capacity failed to keep pace
with countries’ food demand.
Agricultural imports, particu-
larly of food grains and protein
meals to feed livestock and
poultry rose in tandem, ipso
facto. With an acutely adverse
land-man ratio. the per capita
income rise In Asia might war-
rant more imports from other
parts of the world.

The most disconcerting event
is that Africa stands out to be
one continent (albeit, the only
continent) with a declining
capita food production for the
last three decades. Apparently,
heavy weathering of its soils
imposed a weak structure with
very low nutrient content. Low
annual rainfall is accompanied
by quite high variance. Agricul-
tural productivity is threatened
by natural limitations African
agriculture is further dragged
down by — underinvestment in
agricultural research, a pro-
nounced anti-rural or anti-agr-
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Sheikh Ht;l'na !u;a madeherp:;lum c.imr
challenged the fundamentalist forces. I am
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plus at subsidies. However,
price support levels have been
reduced significantly in recent
years. Furthermore, with envi-
ronmental lE‘gull,ul:nmm in exis-
tence, the uced intensity of
input use adversely affected
rgricultﬂ.lrll rts. By and
arge, the world might e:]:crl
ence a fall in a.grlcf:llltur ex-
ports from Western Eu :
South America, with largest
area of arable land, posits a
brighter chance to feed world
pulation without causing de-
orestation or other environ-
mental damage. "While the de-
struction of the Amazan rain
forests receives great deal of
media coverage, there is abun-
dant non-arable land that can
be brought Into agricultural
{)}:nd:;tlnn in ATE ur,.g.h south ?f
€ azan. Altho -
tural performance is ltll?‘lﬂh;unf
the potential, with favourable
land-man ratio and some of the
world’'s most fertile soil, South

war would stand by her in this crusade.

But on the other hand. he
admitted, "they are raising slo-
ans for becoming (Afghan] Tal-
ibans and turning Ba:ﬂﬂadtsh
into Afghanistan under the
leadership of P m Zf.la ... They
are trying to up {anaticism
to mislead the inn%ccnt, God-
fearing people by exploiting
their religious sentiment.”

What concerns us tudahy i
that a democratic society where
the majority believe in secular-
ism, will be pushed to a sce-
nario like the one in Algeria or
be ruled by supporters of the
Talibans ?

Since newspapers almost
daily carry stories on the
Afghan Talibans, | will give a
brief of the Algerian situation
for the readers. Until August 2,
100 people were killed in a new
series of massacre, the worst
since 1992 when the military
cancelled elections that the
now-banned Islamic Salvation
Front (FIS) was poised to win,

an "Islamic” violence.
he latest massacres
brought the number of dead
civilians to 600 in attacks
blamed on the Islamic gangs
since June, and agency reports
said many of the victims were
women and children. What a
shame!

What is worrying now and
going round in the city is the
audacity of insulting our very
respected Honorable President
Shahabuddin Ahmed after ac-
tivists of a fundamentalist
group hurled shoes and abuses
at the head of state during a re-
ligious ceremony forcing him to
Ieavﬁi the venln_.lm without deliver-
ing his speech.

One might question how re-
ligious were the instigators of
the demonstration, or, for that
matter, do they pursue religious
rites for being a "good Muslim"
or just use it as a political
weapon? They claim they are
seeking Allah's path, but most
people know how religion is be-
ing ‘sold’ to grab state power.

Sheikh Hasina's government
immediately imposed a ban on
demonstrations and rallies

vowing to “free”
from politics,

The government's firm deci-
slon was welcomed generally by
common believers who go to
mosques to pray to Allah for

ace of mind and seek His
lessings for their day-to-day

activities. We as Bengalis are
generally religious, but never
extremists. One of prime minis-
ter s very influential advisors
told me "secularism does not
mean atheism."

| guess most of us will agree
with the advisor's comment that
we — Muslims, Hindus, Chris-
tians or Buddhists — have
Erown up in an atmosphere
where we were taught to prac-
tice our own religion as well as
to respect the others. A ter
issued by the Muktijuddha Mu-
seum clearly speaks of it.

the mosque

Party led by Kazi Zafar Ahmed
and Shah Moazzem Hossain.
Newspaper reports said Kazi
Zafar has held s with Golam
Azam, the chief of the Jamaat-
e-[slaant party. :
There {s no den
that most leaders of the funda-
mentalist or religion-based

roups here were against
ga.ngﬂtdcsh‘n independence and
some even collaborated with the
Pakistani enemy forces as well
as continue to have soft corner
for their mentors. Whichever
political party one may be fas-
cinated about, but a real Ben-
gali cannot side with forces
which opposed the very birth of
this nation and helped elimi-
nate our intellectuals in a Nazi-
style massacre.
This is not the first time. If
we look back, Shah Azizur

oL\I_FOOL'S PARADISE? .
by Nadeem Qadir

To quote a BSS report of Au-
gust 17, Sheikh Hasina told her
party's youth wing members
“the anti-liberation forces and
their unholy allies are still ac-
tive hatching conspiracy against
us.” She did not name any
party or person, but it is clear
who they are. She also sought
support and pledged to face
these forces during a meeting
with leaders of the "Ekatturer
Ghatak-Dalal Nirmul Saman-
nay Committee,” which de-
serves credit for Jamaat-e-Is-
lami's r performance in the
1996 general elections.

Some political observers said
the ancrnment's stand was a
result of its increasing concern
in official quarters about fun-
damentalism and moves by the
BNP to form a possible alliance.

Khaleda Zia, who is not only
the wife of a former president,
but also that of a well-known
freedom fighter General Ziaur
Rahman, told Dhaka-based
foreign correspondents recently

Rahman, who allegedly sided
with the Pakistani army during
our great independence war,
was made the prime minister of
Bangladesh; and Moulana Ab-
dul Mannan, whom some books
have accused of collaborating
with the enemy forces, a minis-
ter none other than by freedom
fighter Ziaur Rahman.

The Jatiya Party government
of former president Hussain
Muhammad Ershad again
brought in Moulana Mannan
and Anwar Zahid. Khaleda Zia
aEpuintcd controversial man
like Abdur Rahman Biswas as
the head of state despite having
non-controversial aspirants for
the post, and again, Anwar Za-
hid as her press advisor.

During the anti-Ershad
campaign, the Jamaat and its
allies took to the streets "on a
separate platform,” making a
grand debut in Bangladesh's
mainstream politics. Then it
helped Begum Zia's BNP to
form a government initially after

and in fact it is her government which has for the first time
sure everybody who fought or supported the independence

S sk

production potential to the fullest extent efficiently and without wasting resources."

America can offer some hopes.
‘If an economic development
stralegy is adopted which suc-
c?g y Mumo‘ the incumleu
of the millions of poor ple,
there will be a inmp;?it in
demand for ural prod-
ucts within South Amer-
ica.. .this region is expected to
supply a much larger volume of
agricultural exports to satisfy
the growing import demand in
Asia and other regions in the
21st century...”

Professor Thompson's gen-
eral observations are: (a) in
tandem with rapid population
and income . there is in
evidence, a ¢ in the struc-
ture of demand for food. In low
income countries, rapid growth
of non-cereal items, e.g. meat,
fruits, bles, edible oils are
surging while in high income
countries, fﬂe of pm.
packaged s are -
manded. Thus the need tiE%hmk
agriculture as a part of total
food system is important: (b) a
bifurcation in the size of distri-
bution of farms is occurring all
over the world. We may soon
reach the point where 20 per
cent of the world's farms pro-
duce 80 per cent of the output
while the other 80 per cent of
the farms coll ow only
20 cent of the output. The
higll:ﬂ producing 20 per cent
have land-labour ratio and
high capital-labour ratio. They
are located in more favourable
agro-climatic zones, adopt
highly sophisticated manage-
ment — financial, risk and
marketing. The "unfortunate”
80 per cent producing 20 per
cent are concentrated in areas
of high population density, of-
ten in less agroclimatic zones
with weak physical and human
Ellplll]. less credit available.
Without creating part- or full-
time emp t unities
off the farm. there is little lcogc
and hope for solving the prob-
lem of malnutrition and hu
in these areas. Given a better
communication and other in-
frastructure facilities, for suc-

The last was its joining the
anti-Khaleda Zia campaign, as
far as we journalists are aware,

ain on a "separate platform.”

though the Jamaat now de-
‘njes it was involved in the can-
paign, possibly hecajsge its cal-
culation of a rise in the party's
public acceptance in an agita-
tion "side-by-side” the Awami
League boomeranged. Now it is
ain on a arate platform
with es in the
BNP's efforts to oust Sheikh
Hasina's 14-month-old govern-
ment.

I asked Begum Zia during
her meeting with the Dhaka-
based foreign correspondents
about the rise of religious fun-
damentalism in Bangladesh
and how she would tackle it.
The opposition leader replied:
‘Bangladesh is a country with
90 per cent Muslims. We don't
think there is anything like that
and it depends on the govern-
ment's action if others take a
chance.” She quickly added:
"We respect all religions.”

The last comment is what
we, who share the joys of inde-
pendence despite
and cases of injustice and grief
of losing dear ones in the inde-

ndence war, would like to

ear and see her ent by
not encouraging fundamentalist
forces for political . Isn't
BNP and other rightwing allies
enough for an anti-government
campaign?

But telling clerics of her
BNP to discuss national affairs
in mosques is an encourage-
ment to religious politicking.
She told them, "we are true
Muslims,” meaning all those
who belong to or support the
BNP are. d the rest ? She
was critical of the ban around
E!'lt Baihillhhg::karram National

osque (Bhorer Kagoj, st
12). Why? Does she sﬁ:ﬁnn
politicking inside mosques
other than seeking Allah's
ble s?

Her life was made miserable
by these very groups over writer
Taslima Nasreen; and is there
any guarantee she would not

.Khaleda Zia denying

ifficulties

———e———ce—

a_!:ion Around the World

cessful rural economic devel-
opment, these areas could set
up important link between the
a.%n’cu tural and food markets:
(c) rapid changes in the na-
tional agricultural polices are in
the offing in many parts of the
world. Greater reliance on mar-
ket forces have been placed to
reduce the role of the govern-
ment. Nevertheless, the anti-
agricultural bias in public poli-
cies still stays pervasive and
much is to be done, (d)
cultural market is having a
obal with larger fraction
of world's agricultural output
paving ways through interna-
tional markets; (e) public con-
cerns about protecting quality
of environment looms larger
now than before with hesitant
move towards intensive cul-
tural practices. Some of al-
legations are genuine while oth-
ers are not. Bio-technology,
which some environmental ac-

tivists also criticize, has great
potential not enly to raise pro-
ductivity but also to breed the
resistance to diseases, insects
and other pests, reducing the
need for chemical controls.

An overview of world agricul-

tural €S8 seems to suggest
that there is a great deal of
much higher productivity tech-

nology available in the world
than is presently in use. There
is substantial underinvestment
in ultural research relative
to the need. There is, again, a
diucriminatnrf policy bias
against agriculture. This does
not call for introduction of dis-
tortionary subsidies to agricul-
ture but the assurance to the
farmers of a level playing field
in which they are not asked to
Hay more for their inputs. And

nally, the role of public in-
vestment in rural infrastruc-
ture, human capital and agri-
cultural research, the existence
of a legal code and fair judicial
system to support an efficient
marketing system should pave
the ways for more cultural

production. culture can
play a Icndh;ﬂ ut not the last
role in the alleviation of rural

poverty. Non-farm sources of
income associated with strong
agricultural growth linkage
seem to be the ultimate answer
to the vicious circle of rural

poverty.

ngladesh Not be South Asia's Algeria

Khaleda Zia should think
whether going to power with the
help of those who opposed
Bangladesh's birth is more im-
g)rtant or help build a secular
angladesh to conform to her
comment: “We respect all reli-
glons."
We have Zillur Rahman and
the rise of
religious fundamentalism on
the one hmt‘;} l;iut on the other
‘hand, ‘quie dmitting their
strong presence as | understood
by comments they made.

Sheikh Hasina has made

her position clear and in fact it
is her government which has for
the first time challenged these
fundamentalist forces. | am
sure everybody who fought or
supported the independence
war would stand by her in this
crusade.

But she has to tackle the re-
sponsibility Khaleda Zia
obliquely shelved on her vis-a-
vis the rise of fundamentalists.
She has to spell out to the na-
tion what definite action she
would be taking to face these
groups and also take definite
well thought-out actions before
it is too late. No hurried steps,
please.

What could be these well
thought-out actions? According
to some, do not meddle too
much with these forces directly
which may give them the
opportunity to come out on the
streets. Be patient and hear
them out. The decision to give
I0OJ Manik Mia Avenue was
correct on that line and it has
worked. Last but not the least
is undertaking a massive cam-
paign on the virtues and
o flngs of Islam for "inimcmt,

-learing people” explain
that haLruf or pﬂhucﬂpkﬂug
for self-interest does not con-
form without faith and they
were being "exploited” to cap-
ture state power and not to
protect Islam.

It was a mistake to bring the
mosque issue on a political
latform. It should have been
andled quietly through discus-
sions and not in a way that has
given them the ammunition to
take to the streets.

Like all political groups,
these fundamentalists are well
armed (an open secret), but the
difference is that they are well

clections.” He was referring to  around the Baitul Mukarram that her has held talks on  the 1991 polls. further boosting face another battle if she is trained and organised zealots.
Jamaat-e-Islami's fall to three National Mosque, the most im- the proposed anti-government its place in the history of the elected to office in the next elec- The prime minister has to act
from lBlparliam:ntary seats in ortant religious building in  alliance being worked out by country — drenched with blood tions? before they turn Bangladesh
a span ol five years. Eang]aﬂgsh_ with a minister the renegade faction of Jatiya of three million martyrs. Maybe, it is time that into South Asia's Algeria.
in their names, and of which from weavers of Muslin cloth, shelter, being their headquar- crisis are inexplicable. e man who died
IT Return by declaration has already been to destroy the pride of our ters at Bishnupur in Tripura of We have the practical feel Th .
car-owners made in their husband's return country. We are now indepen- India. and encounter that we are in the carTriage

Sir, We have a family private
car and the same is registered
in the name of my wife, who is a
full-time housewife and
has/had no income of her own.
The particulars of the same car
Is already detailed in the prop-
erty statement as the exist-
ing law of the lanmhlch says
that an]\_( property held in the
name of one's wife/wives and
minor children must be shown
by the husband/father if they
are non-assessees). This year's
Finance Act, however, has
asked car-owners en masse,
without any qualification, to
submit IT Returns. This is in
BOIMe cases contr to common
sense as the declaration of the
same in many cases are already
shown in the property state-
ment submitted by ﬁf.mganda_

I would, therefore, urge the
relevant authorities to frame
rules excllg}pting housewives
from filing IT Returns simply for

{ having the family car registered

to the IT authorities. The filin
of IT Return by non-earners wi
simply mean in such cases not
only possible harassment of fe-
males of law-abiding decent
families but would also unnec-
essarily increase the work-load
and anxiety of the would-be as-
sessees besides to no financial
gain of the state.

Dr A Z Mia
68, Azimpur Estate, Dhaka

Shattered happiness

Sir, We are deeply grieved
the incident at the ﬂnu {323—"

ramic Industries. The products
of this industry made us proud,
because at home and abroad
these were highly praised. It
held a prestigious position in
foreign countries also. But no,
something had to happen to
shatter our happiness.

We heard that In British
regime, thumbs were severed

dent. Who could have started
the upheaval which resulted in
damaging Monno Ceramic In-
dustries drastically? Are there

ersons who call themselves

angladeshi, but welfare of the
country is far from their
hearts? Who truly love their
country will try to uphold it in

sphere.

e urge Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina to look into the
matter and do whatever is there
to be done to save the industry
which boosted the image of
Bangladesh. We hope she will
not disappoint the people of the
country.

Nur Jahan
East Nasirabad, Chittagong.

A friend, indeed!

Sir, According to The Daily
Star dated 20.7.97. Shantu
Larma and his PCJSS delega-
tion have went back to their

India is our biggest neigh-
bouring country. She is our best
friend. Her contribution to-
wards our War of Liberation can
never be forgotten. She gave
shelter to crores of our people
during the Liberation War.

This time also, India has
proved herself as our best friend
taking pains by giving shelter
to Shantibahini in her terri-
tory.

S0 what, though it goes
against a sovereign and its
small friendly country —
Bangladesh?

Nur Hossain
151, Bangshal Road, Dhaka.

Crisis and crises

Sir, The bitter sufferings,
hardships and pains of the
eight million inhabitants of the
metropolitan city of Dhaka due
lo constant road traffic jams,
erratic electric supply and water

making backward march in-
stead of moving forward to
overcome our acute and severe
crises.

Unfortunately, it appears
that the administration of our
country. especially the LGRD
Ministry, Home Ministry. DCC,
DESA, WASA and DMP are not
taking any interest or they are
not taking any step with a view
to do away with the long-
standing grievances and com-
plaints of the people. As a re-
sult, various crises and prob-
lems in the city are multiplying.

We would once again request
our authorities concerned to
wake up, not to dump civic fa-
cilities and amenities matters
like piles of ga and to do
something nice practically to
mitigate the sufferings of the
people without further loss of

time.

O H Kabtr
Warl. Dhaka- 1203

Sir, A letter writer (DS, July
21) has objected to the govern-
ment donation of Taka one
lakh to the family of a victim
who died in the wheel com-

nt of a Biman ‘plane’. He
appears to have a point. The
stowaway illegally travelled in
an authorised space.

Had he been arrested alive,
the court might have convicted
him. The donation could have
been ?v:n privately by an indi-
vidual or non-governmental
agency (not officially by the
State to an alleged offender)
Ethics and moral implications
come in.

Is there scope to reverse the
decision? The money may not
be taken back. but some other
party may reimburse the trans-
action The issue needs to be de-
bated for clarification. It is an

interesting precedent.

Abul M Ahmad
Dhaka.



