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Verbatim Text of Cross Examination of Ninth Prosecution Witness

Continued from yesterday

Following are the ts
from cross-examination of Lt
Col. (retd) M A Hamid by Khan
Saifur Rahman, defence coun-
sel for Lt Col (retd) Syed Farooq
Rahman :

Q : Army officers stay at
their official residence.

A : Yes. But they can stay
outside taking permission from
competent authority.

: Batman will stay at his
officer’'s residence.

A : Batman is attached to an
officer. Taking rmission
from his officer a El’.man can
stay outside.

- Q : Conside
ugust 15, 197
you wrote a book.

A : Yes. | wrote the book on
the incident.

Q : In your consideration. the
incident of 15 August was a
mutiny.

A : In my consideration, it
was not a mutiny and [ have
given an lanation about it in
my book. units of army
had committed it.

2 : In the preface of your
. You wrote "Fortunately. I
had opportunity to watch
three historic mutinies from
very close.” Didn't you write it?

A : Yes, | wrote it. But | have
an explanation about it.

Q : You wrote about three mu-

tinies and the August 15 inci-
dent was included in it.

The witness bro t out a
book from his bag poin
at page-19 said that he ha
given an explanation about it

Court at this wanted to
know whether he mentioned
about the 15 August incident in
his book.

A : |1 wrote about five mu-
tinies. The st 15 incident
was also written. but I did not
think that it was a mutiny.

The defence lawyer then told
the court that the witness is giv-
ﬁ deposition with the book in

é]:nd. i

: 1 got the o rtunity to
write on gl‘;e l:m.ltll'lfili'l::;‘l that tl?'nuk
place on 15 st, 3 November
and 7 November as I could
closely watch the historic mu-
tinies the Dhaka Station
Commander at that time.

A : In the third edition of my
book, the comment was slightly
changed. There was a wrong in-
formation in the second edition
of the book. The above men-

wl}h was not in the
edition.

Q : How long did you serve as
station commander?

A:From24.974t011.11.75.

Q : You were not present
among the senior army officers
when Major Shahadat Hossain
(PW-8) was sent to B band-
hu's residence g two
other senior officers.

A : No. 4

: Did you have consent to
them there.

A : No. 1 did not have any

knowledge about it.

@ : Lt Col Matiur Rahman,
Commanding officer of Major
Shahadat's regiment, is still
alive and is ding in Dhaka.

the incident
as historic,

Environment Minister
Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury yes-
terday called upon all, includ-

the scientists, to put in their
all-out efforts to check the bio-
chemical degradation of the
Sundarbans, the world's t

m{ﬁ:ve forest, reports :
gradual changes in

landscape, illegal land occupa-
tion a':ge cultivation of lhnﬁp
in the mangrove areas are
among the reasons which are
diminishing the resources and
biodiversity of the forest, caus-
ing severe environmental
threat,” she said while inaugu-
a seminar, organised by
h Association of Sci-
entists and Scientific Profes-
sions (BASSP) in the city.

The minister added: "It is
now clear that a coordinated ac-
tion plan is needed for conser-
vation and sustainable devel-
opment of the forest and its
biodiversity. The Sundarbans
is not the of the Envi-
ronment stry, rather it is a
national resource.”

Eminent scientist Prof Dr S
Z Haidar presented the keynote
paper titled "Biochemical

dc%adatiun of forest
of Bangladesh.” while former

Dhaka University Vice-Chan-
cellor Prof M Shamsul Haq and
Prof Emeritus of the Chemistry
Department of DU, Mofizuddin
Ahmed were special guests,

The Sundarbars was recog-
nised as an "im t resource
base” some years ago and
the scientific conservation of
the forest some 100
ago, the seminar was told. The
Sundarbans currently com-
prises 44 cent of the coun-
try's total forest area and is the
source of livelihood of some
eight lakh people.

The minister laid emphasis
on the structural reorganisa-
tion of the Forest Department,

"with its present infras-
tructure and manpower it is

those fell under

'was - eariter

A : Yes. he is now a Major

General.
Q : In such a situation, visit-

ing the place of occurrence and
the system of repo on it are
tantamount to court of enquiry.

A : Not necessarily. But if
higher authorities think that a
crime has been committed then
there can be a court of cnql.li_l:l:y

Q : You had to collect infor-
mation while writing the book.

A Yes,

Q : While collecting the in-
formation were you in service?

A : No. " ¢

Q : In collecting information
how many officers did you in-
terview, How many of them are
still in service?

A : | don't remember whether
I had taken interview of any of-
ficer while they were in service.

Q : Whether the chain of
command of army was broken
or not when the incident

15) took place.

A ' Chain of command was
broken in two units, in Ar-
tillery and 1st Bengal Lancer.

Q : The partial breaking of
chain of command could be
termed as mutiny or insubordi-
nation.

A : It was neither a mutiny
nor an insubordination.

Q : Army killed Col Jamil
and Lt Sheikh Jamal while
they were in service.

A : 1 did not see who killed
them. But those who killed
them were in uniform and in
service.

Q : Was there any court of
enquiry for the killing of those
two army officers.

ALl 't know.

Q : A sepoy was also killed.

A : I heard about it.

Q : As per Army Act, was it
fixed which section of army was
personally or collectively li-
able?

A : 1 don't know.

Q : Did you think that a
crime was committed after you
reached the place of occurrence
at 3 pm on ust 15.

A : Yes. Killings took place.

Q : Was there any other crime

committed there sides the
killings?
A : Yes. Looting.

Q : Did you bring into con-
sideration that crimes were
committed under the Army Act.

A: Yes.

@: Couldn't you bring mutiny
or insubordination in your
consideration.

A: Killings and looting took
place and chain of command of
two units were broken, and
Act.

Q: As a commander you in-
formed your higher authority of
the incident as part of your

duty.
tX: The uupgcrlur authorit

killings, so thére was no
sity of informing them about

the killings. ——_—
on,

Q: In your invest
you find it that Bangabandhu's
sons Sheikh Kamal and
Sheikh Jamal fired on the
killers or the attackers result-
ing in the death of a soldier?

A: | was not there at that

of the

time. Hal|ur Huda and Major
Pasha told me about that and
quutinf them I wrote it in my
book. It was not my observa-
tion, it was rather statement of
those two officers.

Q: It is also written that the
attackers had a plan to take
Bangabandhu to Dhaka Can-
tonment forcibly or by arrest-
ing him from his house.

A: | mentioned the statement
of Col Farooq and Col Rashid.

Q: You had inspected all the
bodies after you went to the
place of occurrence at 3 pm.

A: Yes. The bodies anBanga-
bandhu, his family members
and Col Jamil and a police offi-
Cer.
Q: Did you find the house un-
der guard.

A: Major Huda, Major Pasha
and few jawans of Artillery and
Armour were guarding the
house. There was no proper

s.

Q: It could not be said that
the house was not under guards.

A: Yes.

Q: Could you say how many
army officers had visited the
place of occurrence?

A: No.

Q: Under which establish-
ment was the helicopter that
g:;riﬁd the body of Banga-

dhu to Tungipara.

A: Under the Air Force,

Q: Who was the military au-
thority to avail the helicopter
to carry the body of Banga-
bandhu to Tungipara?

A: Air Force Chief, AK
Khandaker.
Q: The decision to take

Bangabandhu's body to Tungi-
para by helicopter was taken
the military high command.

A; It was not clear as to who
took the decision. Probably, it
was a decision of military or a
political decision.

Q: You don't know who was
the authority that took decision
about the disposal of the dead
bodies.

A: The decision was taken at
the highest level at Banga-
bandhu.

Q: Did you see any aban-

HE Local
Fu;ndnﬂsslgn }_DGC] disc-

0 its draft proposal

(the final one is ﬁelt} to be
disclosed) on the local
overnment bodies few months
ack. The Commission pro-
posed a four-tier local govern-
ment system that includes the
Gram Parishad (Village Coun-
cil), the Union Parishad (Union
Coungil), the Upazila Parishad

[(Sub-district Council) and the

Zila Parishad [District Coun-
cil). Of these four tiers, only the
first one., i.e.., the so-called
Gram Parishad which is actu-
ally the Ward Parishad since
the area of such a Gram
Parishad has been defined as
that occupied by a newly-
formed smaller ward (one-third

| of an earlier ward) is new and

Metropolitan

All-out efforts to check biochemical
degradation of the Sundarbans urged

changes due to continuous ero-
sion, siltation and sedimenta-
tion.” he said.

Prof Haidar said the de-
creased in flow of sweet water,

which is maintains an equilib-
rium with saline water, ce a
decade has brought about mor-

phull':_hFlcal changes in the for-
est. He said population growth
has also been giving rise to the
encroachment of land in the
Sundarbans.

Prof Haidar said some six
animal species have already be-
come extinct in course of time,
while the population of differ-
ent t of birds and animals,
inclu crocodiles, are de-

creasing in numbers.
He said the pollution due to

anthropologenic sources and
the oil spills from trawlers and
ships have also been responsi-
ble for the disappearance of
planktons and many other mi-
crobe species which are essen-
tial in the food chains of fish
and other aquatic species.

“The Sundarbans are under
tremendous adverse environ-
mental degradation due to hu-
man interferences and possibly
heading towards extinction in
the long run since the need of
survival of man is more impor-
tant than the survival of for-
est,” Prof Haidar observed. He
called for a package of ecologi-
cal and economic studies to pro-
tect the Sundarbans.

| China to import

bulk of annual
jute requirement
from Bangladesh

Chinese jute importers have
agreed to buy the bulk of Chi-
na's annual requirement of raw
{?ﬁ% from Bangladesh, reports

The jute mills of China re-
quire about 30,000 tons of raw
ﬂ“: annually, they told a

angladesh delegation. led by
State Minister for Land Rashed
Mosharraf, in China on
Wednesday, to a mes-

sage received in the city yester-

The Bangladesh delegation
had day-long business negotia-
tion with the Chinese side.

The Bangladesh delegation
also visited Shanxian Jute

Mill. the largest in China.

Seminar held

By Staff Correspondent

Speakers at a seminar held
in the city observed that the

technolo of fermentation,
waste technology and renew-
able tech are some of the

technologies that can put
Bangladesh on the map along-
side the developing countries.

SA Mollah, a UK trained
genetist was the main speaker
in the seminar held on the issue
‘Biotechnology-cloning,
prospects, uses and abuses’ or-
ganised by Sundar Bhuban. an
environmentalist organisa-
tion.

The seminar held at the
Omini International School
yesterday evening was presided
over by Fazlus Sattar, the coor-
dinator of Sundar Bhuban and
was attended among others
Dr Mahboob, AKM Morshed,
Mallick.

doned arms in the house of oc-
CUITEence.

A: No.

Q: The inventory of goods
was made when you were the
station commander.

A: 1 heard about it. The in-
ventory was made three months
after the incident.

Q: During your investiga-
tion, you found that 30 to 40
guards from Rakkhi Bahini
were in the house of occurrence.
You have also mentioned it in
your book.

A: It was in the old edition of
my book and the information

was a gﬂnting mistake. It

should be army instead of
Rakkhi Bahini.

The court wanted to know
what was in the first edition of
the book.

A: I don't remember. The
first edition of the book was
published on 25 May, 1993.

The judge wanted to know
whether he (Col Hamid) wrote
the book himself. Col Hamid
sald that he himself wrote the
book.

The defence lawyer then
read the text of the book: "In
broad daylight, the President's
house was attacked. In far pre-
pared 3,000 Rakkhi Bahini
stood in silence. BDR and Police
were sleeping. And more inter-
estingly, 30 to 40 Rakkhi
Bahini soldiers were posted as

uards for security of the
ouse.”

Q: You have written the book
based on information.

A Yes,

Prosecution lawvyers at this
stage said that i Bahini

rtion was mentioned in the

k under the sub-heading of
"Different comments about the
killings.” They claimed that it
was not the comment of the au-
thor.

Court at this stage asked the
witness if he mentioned that he
took this information from an
other books or sources. Hamicr
said he took versions of man
people and read the boo
Legacy of Blood" written by
Mascarmas.

Judge Golam Rasul asked the
witness whether he borrowed
the information from any

other source. Hamid said it was
a printing mistake.

Q: The book was based on
your collected information and
also you put your own com-
mernts.

A: It was a printing mistake,

Q: There was a difference be-
tween the third edition and the
first and second editions.

A: There is no difference,
there are some additions.

Q: Where the undressing and
dressing of the dead bodies took
place before those were buried.

A: Col Rab supervised the
burial.

Q: Was Major Shahadat an
officer in Col Rab's regiment.

A: 1 don't know.

Q: There is no limit of ver-
sion of this incident as there
was no witness of the incident.

A: It is not true.

Q: You could not take any
step as you yourself was puzzled
over different versions and
opinions about the incident.

A: Your statement is not
true.

After the lunch break

Q: You have written yourself
that there were so many heavy
weapons — 20 to 25 Chinese -
fles, stenguns. machineguns,
grenades and even an anti—air-
craft machinegun — at that
house,

A: Not at that house. Major
Pasha showed me the weapons
near the lake. I told him that
the weapons were not from that
house. There were police guards
at the house. Probably, the
weapons belonged to the police
force and those had been seized.

|Prosecution lawyers re-
quested to allow the witness to
see his book as Khan Saifur was
asking question from the book.
Saifur sought protection from
the court. Advocate Ramjan Ali
Khan said if you can ask ques-
tion seeing the book then why
he cannot reply seeing it).

Q: The explanation was
given in the third edition of
your book.

A Yes,

Q: You have written that
they could resist with so many
weapons,

A: Yes. I have written they
could resist the attackers if they
belnn%]ed the weapons,

Q: Pasha told you, "heavy fir-
ing. sir. It was like a war. The
fire was first opened from in-
side the house, Egok‘ how many
weapons are there."

A: The comment was made
by Major Pasha.

(State defence counsel Gazi
Zillur Rahman raised objection
about the question as the ab-
sconding Pasha is being pre-ju-
diced by it. Judge Kazi Golam
Rasul recorded the objection.
But Khan Saifur raised counter
objection that Zillur is not the
state defence counsel for Pasha.
Judge wanted to know where is
Pasha's counsel. Zillur replied
that he is not at the court room
right now. The Judge also
recorded the objection from
Khan Saifur Rahman).

Q: The weapons were part of
the goods seized from the house.

Al No.

Examination by advocate
Abdur Razzaq Khan in absence
of advocate Haji Nazrul Islam,
defence munscﬂ for accused Col
(retd) Sultan Shahriyar Rashid
Khan:

Q: General MAG Osmany was
the Chief of the Armed Forces
during the Liberation War.

A: There is a controversy
about it. He was the Comman-
der-in-Chief of the Armed
Forces.

Q: He held the post until he
became an MP and joined active
politics in independent
Bangladesh.

A: May be.

Q: Osmany and the Ittefaq
editor barrister Mainul Hosein
resigned from the Parliament
after BAKSAL was introduced.

A: He resigned. | can't recall
the time.

Q: he resigned protesting the
introduction of BAKSAL.

A: | don't know.

Q: He resigned after the
BAKSAL system was intro-

by MAS Molla

The Union Parishad having its members from eve

duced.

A Maly’; be.

Q: Khandaker Mushtaque
Ahmed became President of the
country after the death of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman on August 15, 1975.

A: He captured power.

Q: General Osmany was ap-
inted Defence Advisor to
ushtaque on August 16. He

also addressed the officers and
jawans at Dhaka Cantonment.

A: Yes. He addressed only for

_one time,

: You have written in vour
bun% that 46 Brigade Cumn};an-
der Col Shafat Jamil went to
the house of Deputy Army Chief
Maéur General Ziaur Rahman
at 6:30 am on August 15, 1975
and informed that the President
had been killed. Zia came out

from the house with shaved
half,

A Yes.

[Advocate Ramjan Ali with a
laughter said, is q Saheb
defending Zja?).

Q: Zia instantly replied:
gr{:sident is dead, so what? Vice

resident is there. We should

uphold the constitution. Get
your troops ready.

A: 1 have written this under
the sub-title of Rashid at the
room of Shafat.

Q: Shafat Jamil was the
commander of 46 Brigade. The
number of Soldiers in 46
Brigade was 4,000.

A: Nearly 4,000.

Q: Tanks were moved on that
day beside and inside the 46
Brigade.

A: Several tanks.

Q: How far was the FIU (Field
Intelligence Unit) from the 46
Brigade?

A: About a mile.

Q: (After talking to Col Fa-
rook) How far was the FIU from
the Bengal Lancer?

A: Beside the Bengal Lancer.

: Do you hear the name of
Prot Abu Sayeed? He is now
honourable State Minister for
Information. He wrote a book
titled "Facts and Documents."

A: Yes.

Decentralisation for Development: The Union For

ry newly-formed smaller ward would be enough to do every

good to the people if the union level government is supplemented by adequate
manning of the public welfare services.

the p system is all about
the political entity of the local
government. However, some
men and women of the public
utility services have been pro-

sed to be included as mem-

rs (having no votes in deci-
sion-making) in every tier of
the local government.

It may be noted here that the
‘Gram Sdrker’, formed during
Zia regime, was an over-ambi-
tious design. the present pro-
posal of an eletted and govern-

Resignation of
Rokeya Hall

Provost demanded

By DU Correspondent

Resident students of Rokeya
Hall, one of the three women's
dormitories of Dhaka Univer-
sity, has demanded resignation
of provost of the hall Prof Nur-
Un-Nahar Rahman.

They made the demand at a

meeting with Vice Chancellor

Profl A K Azad Chowdhury at his
office Wednesday, sources said.
The students gheraoed the
provost's office on Tuesday
night protes cancellation of
the provision of special permis-
sion for staying out of the hall
till 10 pm and what they said
‘indecent behaviour” of the
provost with the resident stu-
dents and employees of the hall.
Dufﬁ the gherao, the students
loc the office room of the

provost the provost in-

side. The VC and the Proctor of

the university later went to the
hall and freed the provost.

Some resident students of
the hall, talking to The Daily
Star,Wednesday said that they
had been protesting the “inde-
cent behaviour” of the provost
for long. "We formally placed
our demands before the author-
ities on August 2] and urged
them to accept it within three
days.” one student said.

But the hall authorities did
not pay heed to the demands
and decided to close the 'pocket

te' of the hall after 9 pm. Ear-

er. the resident students could
stay out of the hall till 10 pm

with special permission from
the hall authorities.
At the m ednesdaythe

VC assured the residents of the
Rokeya Hall that he would raise
the issue in the next meeting of
the Provost Standing Commit-
tee for a decision.

Till that time, the 'pocket
gate will be kept open tﬂlpﬁ;pm
and the resident students hav-
ing special permission will be
allowed to enter into the hall
till 10 pm, it was decided the

ment prescribed Gram Parishad
also seems to be an exaggera-
tion. The Union Parishad hav-
ing its members - from  every
newly-formed smaller ward
would be enough to do every
Fnud to the people if the union
evel government is supple-
mented by adequate manning
(and also materials) of the pub-
lic welfare services. This
proposition is based on the fact
that the union headquarter {s
very much near to the people
and they visit the union
bazaars at least twice a week.
Therefore, if the Union
Parishad is so formed and di-
rected that it will do welfare to
the local people sincerely, the
parishad will, obviously, be
able to do so. No Gram Parishad
or Ward Parishad is required
for the purpose. Now | would
like to discuss what public wel-
fare services a Union Parishad
may have.

Educare Services: The gov-
ernment has expressed its in-
tention that every village will
be provided with a primary
school. The intention uﬁnuld be
materialised as soon as possi-
ble and so far information goes.
this is near to realisation. If ev-
ery village has a primary
school, w:rg larger [earlier)
ward should have a high school.
preferably located at the central
Buaitlun, and every Union

arishad might have a college,
at least of the intermediate
ade. At the first step. the best
igh school of the union area

may contain the higher sec-
on course. It may be men-
tioned here that a few years

back the Education Ministry
decided to transfer the inter-
mediate level from the degree
colleges to the high schools.

For proper supervision of
the educational institutions, a

|IAN FLEMING'S

James E__

FIRST— AS TO THESE 'ODD-
NG PEPSONNEC SO

Union Education Officer (of the
rank of a second class gazetted
officer) may he posted who will
be re.&gﬂnsible to the Upazila
Educationn Officer on one end
and to the people via the Union
Parishad Chairman on the
other. ‘

Furthermore, every union
should have a public library so
that both the elected represen-
tatives and the electorate can
form reading habit and can ac-
quire the required knowledge
and information from books.
periodicals and dalilies.

Agriculture Services: The
present Block Supervisor Pro-
vision at the union level do not
do the job because their super-
vising officer, the Upazila
(Thana?) Agriculture Officer is
far away from the blocks.
Therefore, it is only heard from
a radio that block supervisions
attend the ple. but in reality,
most people are yet to find a
block supervisor. To solve this
problem. there should be an
Agriculture Officer of the sec-
ond class rank posted in every
union. The officer should
preferably be a H,Ag]. or at least
a B.Sc. with Agriculture or Bi-
ology and having training in
a%ﬂ culture. This Agriculture
Officer will supervise the works
of block supervisors and can be
a resource person to the farm-
ers. The officer may also super-
vise the dealing of fertiliser and
pesticides.

Medicare Services: The pre-
sent system of health workers
and family planning workers
cannot “;lj"‘ﬂ}' serve the pur-

se of healthcare at the union
evel. The present structure of
health complex and physicians
of the Upazila shuultrgradually
be transferred to the union level
and the Upazila Health Com-
plex should be substituted by a

y T —— In. ...T._ -‘.

hospital that now occurs at the
district headquarters. However,

Q: (Seeing the Facts and Doc-
uments) Emergency was pro-
claimed across the country on
December 23, 1974.

A: | can't recall.

Q: The Presidential system
was introduced through 4th
Amendment on Janu 25,
1975. Bangabandhu became the
President,

A: | can't remember the year,
Bangabandhu became the pres-
ident from the Prime Minister,

Q: Were you in service at that
time?

A: Yes,

Q: BAKSAL was announced
on Febru 24,

A: was announced. [
can't recall the date.

Q: Bangabandhu announced
the programme of second revo-
lution on March 26.

A: I can't remember.

Q: Sixty-one Governors were
appointed to 61 districts on Au-
ﬁlst 4. They were scheduled to

sworn-in on August 15.

A: Governors were ap-
pointed. I can't recall the date.

Q: Prime Minister Mansur
Ali addressing the officers and
jawans at Jessore Cantonment
on August 9 called upon them to
be the cadre of the second revo-
lution.

A: |l don't know.

Q: The Prime Minister on
July 27 at the parliament an-
nounced that BAKSAL is the
highest policy making commit-
tee and the government will ex-
ecute its orders.

A: 1 don't know,

Q: Bangabandhu had phoned
to Shaliullah saying that army
had attacked his hause. Banga-
bandhu sought help frein his
(Shafiullah's) forces.

A Yes

(J: But no troops came in aid
of him (Bangabandhu).

A: Yes,

Abdur Razzaq Khan will
complete the cross-examina-
tion when the court will resume

at 10 am on September 1.

— UNB
Further texts of crossexmi-
nation will be published as and
when we receive them.

mula

cieties are to be supervised by a

Social Welfare/Cooperative Of-
ficer [second class) posted in ev-
ery union.

Security Services: The pre-
sent Village Defence Party
(VDP) and Ansars cannot even
secure themselves, let alone the
people and their property. For
this, many village people mi-

.
in the preliminary stage, a Med- . £gtate to towns inimise
ical (}H'lcer who should be anxll%nﬂl‘l"lﬂﬁ sing the
0a

MBBS, but ranked as a second
class officer, should be posted
in every union. The health
workers would serve under his
dis . The number of health
workers should be increased, at
least to 9 so that one is avail-
able at each ward.

Here a clarification is re-
uired. At present, neither a
Ag. nor an MBBS works as a

second class officer. But I have
proposed them to be second
class officers because, ours is a
poor country and many Masters
degree holders are doing non-
gazetted jobs at the high schools
and even primary schools!

Industrial Services: At pre-
sent, there is no industrial ser-
vices at the union level. The
government should encourage
and patronise the establish-
ment and maintenance of at
least one industry at each
unfion. The industry should be
based on the local raw-materi-
als. For example. in the hilly
areas where enough bambooes
are available, a paper mill may
be set up; in riverine areas
where enough fish is caught,
fish preservation and process-
ing industry may be estab-
lished; in vegetable and fruit-
Frﬂwing areas, vegetable and
ruit preservation industries
may be set up. Besides, the
handicrafts are to he encour-
aged. An Industrial Adviser
specialised in the local raw-ma-
terial processing may be posted
in every union.

Cooperative Services: Most
of the rural development activ-
ities may be organised and ac-
celerated by the cooperative so-
cieties. The establishment and
working of the cooperative so-

Lo population further.
To ensure secarity to the village
people, every union should have
a good number (say 50) of police
personnel under a police officer
at least of the rank of a Sub-In-
spector (SI).

A good number of second
class gazetted officers have been
proposed to be appointed at the
union level for public welfare.
These officers are to be respon-
sible to the people via the Union
Parishad Chairman. How is a
chairman? There are reserva-
tions against most of them on
counts of education, exploita-
tion wielding of etc. Often
local gentlemen are afraid of
them to participate in election.

Therefore, for building a
welfare-oriented and effective
local government at the union
level, the chairman should
have at least a graduation de-
gree and no crime-related back-
ground. The Public Representa-
tive Eligibility rule in the Con-
stitution should be amended so
that no person having con-
victed by the court of law can
ever be a nominee for any elec-
tion. We know very well that
"Black will take no other hue.”

If the Union Parishad
Chairman is a good, educated
gentleman, he can have a grad-
uate secretary able to make and
preserve the required docu-
ments and the officers suggested
could work in a congenial at-
mosphere for the welfare of the
local people.

The writer, a lecturer of Zo-
ology at Chandpur Government
College, is a member of
Banggadesh Association for the
Advancement of Science
(BAAS), Dhaka.
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