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Bank (ADB) Mr. Mitsuo Sato said on Tuesday's
press conference prior to his departure from
Bangladesh was sweet music to the ears of the gov-

ernment, es
ter. Not only
commitment, from the average 270 million dollars

to about 420 million, but also gave a near total en-
dorsement to government's economic policies, in

country, especially by the heads of several leading
chambers of commerce and industries.

I more days makes it all the more necessary.

ADB's Certificate

What the President of the Asian Development

to that of the Finance Minis-
did he double his bank's lending

spite of widespread concern expressed within the

Of all Mr. Sato's comments, the one we con-
sider to be of most significance is the one that asks
Bangladesh to seek hard loans for viable projects,
in the future, because "availability of soft loans for
development has shrunk sharply”.

What the ADB's President was reminding us of
is the growing reality that in a market economy,
like everything else, we must also seek money in
the market and multilateral bodies. However, in
the medium term, he advised us to consider using
Ordinary Capital Resource(OCR) window of the
Bank at 6.5 per cent rate interest.

The 1s clear. In the near and distant fu-
ture money will 'cost' much higher than we are used
to, and as such we must be ready and equipped to
use far more timely and efficiently so that
not only the high cost is recovered but we also
make enough profit to make the whole exercise vi-
able. For this to happen we must dramatically im-
prove our loan using capacity. Starting from being
far more judicious and prompt in selecting pro-
jects, we have to learn to implement them faster
and improve our management skills to manage
them once they are completed. Only then can we
take so-called hard loans and yet be viable. Are we
ready to bring about such changes? If wishes were
realities then we are? But since they are not, nei-
ther are we. And it is this basic fact that our gov-
ernment must face, and take urgent action to rem-

edy.

We are happy at the upbeat comments of no less
a person than the ADB chief. But we would like to
caution the government not to make too much of
what he said in public and pay far more attention
to what he left unsaid. Recently, a lot of statistics |
are thrown around. While statistics are im-
portant indications of performance yet they can
also be misleading. We also know one can read |
them as one pleases, and governments habitually
do. Of equal, if not more, importance is how the
general public feels about the economy. Here the
unanimous verdict is 'not so good'. Unpleasant as it
may be, this is what we perceive to be the truth, and
urge the government to pay heed to it.

ing for Slums .
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of terrorists in the past few days have once again
pointed to a chronic problem in the city. It is the
unrestricted growth of slums on government lands.

In most cases influential quarters or terrorist
groups take lead in the occupation of such lands
and help settle the migrant people from villages
there. The benefit obviously is mutual. This time |
the terrorists carried out the attacks on the old
Bhasantek slums because there was a clash of in- |
terests. i

Happily, the slum-dwellers fended off the at- |
tacks quite well. What is however unacceptable is -
the mysterious police role. Not only the police of
Cantonment thana, according to reports, failed to
come in aid of the inhabitants of the slums under
attack but also released the attackers who were
caught red-handed at the time of attack. They lost
no time to swoop once again on the slums after
their release. This explains why slums problem is
more intractable than it appears on the face of it.

With every passing day, the problem is mount-
ing because of further addition to the slum popula-
tHon through migration from village to the city. So
far, no government has come up with any plan for
them. After the resignation of a state minister over "
the evacuation of the slums for setting up a
Benarasee palli, the prime minister a clear in-
struction to look for locations where the slum
dwellers could be resettled. Nothing is known
about that. Clearly, this government too is little
interested to make a comprehensive plan for the
city’s slums. There is no way we can do away with |
slums because the entire informal sector is depen- |
dent on inhabitants of those. So we need to formu-
late a clear policy about how to integrate them with
the rest of the city. Apart from making a perma-
nent arrangement for their settlement, there
should be the minimum basic provisions for im-
proving the quality of their lives.

Heat Stroke

Heat stroke, not to confuse with heart stroke, is

its toll in the city. The rampaging heat of a

couple of dﬁys has sent as many as 95 people to

hneljaltal. Indeed, the shooting up of mercury cou-

led with excessive humidity has madeulﬁ; un-

le in the city. We believe it is not very differ-

ent in other cities of the country or even the rural

parts of it. Reports of heat casualties from different

of the country are yet to be received. Or, can it

that heat stroke is a speciality of this city
alone? We must not SO.

We have known that in the country's north,

m is not expected to give a demonstration of its
predatory nature in the capital alone. How like the
_patients of heart stroke, people with certain physi-
cal symptoms are vulnerable to this disease. Doc-
tors inform that the likelihood of its attack is ex-
pected at a particular time of the day. They advise
penEle with weak hearts and blood pressure to
sunlight in between 11 am to 12 pm. ;
Well, it seems the dreaded disease has a few
remedies within our grasp. But people must be in-
formed thro radio and television how well we

can fight the Drinking water is a good way of
“o‘g&hdr:hydrfoﬂm But thi&nces:uage muat}rbe
carried people. r all, the projec-
tion that the heat wave might continue me a jfew

FyrereT i r -.[.

le fall victims both to heat and cold. So the !
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Hartal: Confiding in or Fooling the People?

HE first countrywide
hartal called by the
Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) has been successful
in sense of the term. The
largest opposition in the
country s history should feel
more than satisfled. Why?
Because it was looking for an

lpﬁroprl.llt nd for calling a
nationwide | and hldngll:-
tually been rehearsing for one
through reflltl:rlng some such
rotests at local or regional
Is as in Laxmipur Syl-
het. The price hike of fuel gave
it the right opportunity. The
other reason is that earlier it
was able to muster the support
of the religious parties (in .
it ext its su to the Is-
lami a Jote when the lat-
ter called hartal in protest of a
Jewish woman's act of sac
Elu: Igu{_l and unuw it ledoffrat:
ont Lo sup
Jmf-lnﬂ;lnl uﬁ; Jatiya
Party. Politics for the first time
E: the lﬂﬂﬂ?ﬂ !;:tiint du‘f the
wami League ta
one) rule has got the right -
isation,

The BNP's first shot has been
on target. Too bad the ruling
party did not guite the
consequences of its dec-
sion to raise the price of

eum and by such a wide
margin. At least three minis-
ters — encrg. finance and
commerce — the energy secre-
and the chairman of the
Bangladesh Petroleum Corpo-

EWSPAPERS from
Pakistan were late to
arrive. After reading

some of them 1 have come to
know why the people from
Pakistan were not present at
the Wagah border on the 50th
night of independence. Many
among them had phoned, writ-
ten or talked to some of us in
the Citizens for Democrac

(CFD) group and we were -

tive that they would be tHere.

The reason, as a few Pak-
istani newspapers have re-
ported, is a circular which their

e t issued on t13
to se e not to part
in the celebrations on the bor-
der. Before leaving Delhi I had
feared that. But | somehow
convinced myself that the thaw
in the relationship that Prime
Ministers Inder Gujral and
Nawaz Sharif had brought
about would not let Pakistan's
Punjab government to come in
the way of people from one side
trying to strike normalcy with
those from the other.

I must admit that an official
from our External Affairs Min-
istry had warned me against

hopes on the sta-

bu
" nis coming to the bprder. He"
. had %féarl;g that Islamabad was
not in favour of celebrationts o'

the border of anything that

might give the im of be-

hmaE:l o t:gh Some other nﬂ'il:ér
t to notice an ed-

itorial in an Urtgll.: dai

mle to stay awa
er until the

tion was solved.

[ have not been able to un-
derstand the logic of such ad-

rom the
ques-

Sir, We have read the letter __

of Rev Dennis Datta which ap-
in The Daily Star on Au-
gust 25, 1997. We are writing to
clarify the role of Bangladesh
Chapter of Transparency Inter-
national in relation to the Cor-
ruption Perception Index.
Transparency International re-
cently released its 1997 Corrup-
tion Perception Index (CIP).
is a non-governmental organi-
sation to curb corruption.
Headquartered in Berlin, Ger-
many, TI's agenda is to support
global integrity systems, both
nationally and on the interna-
tional level. Founded in 1993,
TI today has more than 60 Na-
tional Chapters world-wide. TI-
Bangladesh is one such chap-
ters. On 31st July 1997, a press
conference was held at the Na-
tional Press Club in which the
FI;I was released to the journal-
sts.

The CPI 1997 was developed
for TI by Dr Johann Graf Lamb-
sdorff, an economist at Gottin-

en University, Germany, and

¢ index has relied on s
undertaken by Gallup Interna-
tional, the World Competitive-
ness Yearbook, assessments b
Political and Economic Ri
Consultancy in Hun% Kong,
DRI/McGraw Hill Global Risk
Service, Political Risk Services
in Syracuse, USA, and data
gathered from the Internet
sources directly by Dr Lambs-
dorff.

TI-Bangladesh was never
asked for any information by
either TI or Dr Johann Graf
Lambsdorff in order to compile
the Index. TI-B desh is de-
veloping its.own activities tak-
ing into account the factors that
exist in Bangladesh. TI-B will
be happy to provide further in-
formation on TI-B activities on
request.

Manzoor Hasan

Executive Director

Transparency International-
ladesh

53 Mohakhali C/A, Dhaka

Fees of DU

Sir, At a meeting of Dhaka
University Syndicate held at
22nd June this year, a decision
relating to increase of fees was
taken which was implemented
from July 13. The increased fees
1300 to 2600, Horary serumime

o ; securit
fee from 10 to 500, honours exjr
amination fee from 150 to 600,
masters examination fee from
150 to 1,000, students' welfare
fee from 2 to 25. laborato
caution money from 40 to ﬂﬂ?

atory charge from 40 to

L]

by Nilratan Halder
le out of the process of at some decisions may be an expression of autocratic attitude or
wmbut informing or them for political gains is an offence of the worst type.
ration (BPC) have gone public to  a str case favouring the . overnment timate, th f toric ;
defend the gnverﬂnmcnl move tmmenmlgt. Only it did not kmw Eﬂlln l:n waption :I' di:ld= %‘hch il.il.lﬂt aénrfrctrmt' ir’l,rpﬂ::tﬁ;

but only after the decision has
been . The arguments put
forward by them are quite con-
vincing and no one can deny the
rationale behind an increase in
fuel price. What most people re-
sent is the way it was done and
the extent of increase at a go.
Clearly a public debate
the decision would have
the fitness of things and surely
have enhanced the AL govern-

ment's democratic credentials.

The way it was done is more Er-
shadian than democratic. The

t introduced two-day
weekly holiday similarly in the

fashion of imposition rather
than
dence. It has not

le into confi-
one better

The Eoblem with our poli-
tics is that political parties ggu
to be staunch defenders of

when out of power,
but once in are at
ease in contin the style of
Tdcmancuhey thkc!n:c{:r;;
repea attac t
Prpo ts I'nr?ﬂur
8 a strong legacy
received from long years of
military rule. Otherwise, here is

Thou Shalin't Hate

go
to
in

how to present its case and
make it table to the people.
Should we call it in ence
and ineptness on the part of the
government? Many would love
to think so and attribute the
cause to its long stretch out of
{mwcr, Maybe, or may not. But
he more important point is
how serious or not the political
parties are in setting the
democratic tradition. Both the
ruling AL and the o tion
BNP are at fault. The
overnment may have taken a
oolish decision but at least it
cannot be blamed for mislead-
ing the people. However, the
BNFP's position cannot be de-

fended so in this ;
Why? Because like many of
its untenable positions, unsup-
by historical facts but re-

mlycarrmdmbylt as a
crusade, here also it wants to

present it as a people’'s cause, It
does not contest the g;rm
ment arguments or the ad-
vanced in support of Lhw:-:::é:f For
example, a price increase of just
25 poisa on a litre of diesel is
not even going to cover the an-
nual economic inflation, much
less adversely affect common

people’s lives. According to the

consumption
is 16 lakh tonnes. Petrol and
octane have had a big increase
in price but their consumption
amounts to two lakh tonnes
and one lakh tonne respec-
tively. More importantly., 60
per cent of the petrol is con-
sumed by the government itself.
Only 40 per cent is consumed by

people who nat to
the affluent :m-
ment was obviously wrong not

to raise the price for ist
reason when the oil m‘ﬂn
up in international market.

measure would have to be
taken almost immedia

after

date of birth of Khaleda Zia is

just one many. Such ex-
ercises lower quality of our
politics. The foundation of

parties in power and
Jocking dews et » rigkisns
a s
wumnndthtuther
them as an ignorant lot who

ment in our still- demo-
cratic environment. If the

political parties discredit
themselves to fac-

tual manipulation, political

The effort at Wagah border was a gesture of peace and the candles lighted emitted the message of friendship.
Some 4,000 people gathered on the Indian side and raised only one slogan: India-Pakistan Dosti Zindabad

( live India and Pakistan ),

vice, or the Pakistan govern-
ment's order to discourage peo-

le-to-people contact. That the

ashmir problem should be
sorted out is a proposition
which does not need selling. Ev-
erfam a ts it. India has it-
self agreed in the Simla -
ment in 1972 to allow both
sides to hold to their respective
point of view until there is ‘a fi-
nal settlement'.

Of course, it was not

that Pakistan would conduct a
proxy war. The agreement
specifically forbids both sides
from al the border unilat-
erally. The ceasefire line has
been converted into the line of
control. For all intents and
wom. a new boundary has

delineated on the map and
new markers have been erected

on the und except in the
Siachen Glacier area.

Whatever the Pakistan gov-
ernment’s position on Kashmir

it is not & matter which can be
- ..sortedout in a short ime. And .+

the 'territory is not a plug of to-

‘ bacco can be handed over

to leaders of another country.
India’s secular polity has come
to be linked with the valley.
Many ml?cttrem the two
governments uired —
and the Kashmiris will have to
be associated with the talks —
before a common ground is
found. What do we do in the

meantime?

To deny contact to the people
on both sides till Kashmir s
solved may mean waliting end-
lessly. There is yet no accept-
able formula on the horizon. It
is unlikely that the group on
Kashmir, set up at the instance
of Prime Ministers of the two
countries, will find a solution
acceptable to both. the
matter will be referred to the
two Prime Ministers who are,
in any case meeting first at the

Heavens would not have fallen
if the gates on both sides had

hecnopenedtnmutﬂeuple.ll-
lamabad turned out to be a big

spoller.

When | lit the candle on the
iron glte. the other side even
switched off the lights which
had {luminated the sign board :
Welcome to Pakistan. | vainly
looked for my friends who had
earlier told me that t would
bring shaami kabab. e it
was a hand stretch which they

BETWEEN THE LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delki

UN in September and then at
the Commonwealth summit in
Scotland. All this will take

t of and the
was a gesture of peace

EEHJ-MH Ifri.:nd u:uupmdéuw
message 0 . Seme
4,000 on the In-
dian side raised only one
slogan: India-Pakistan Dosti
Zindabad (Long live India and
Pakistan friendship). Why
should the Pakistan govern-
ment misunderstand it? How
would have the celebrations on
either side of the border aggra-

200, and seat rent of residential
hall from 4 to 15.

The increased fees are much
higher than previous ones.
Since most of the students are
from middle class families, our
capacity to afford education is
very limited. We will have to
sufier a lot to face this unex-
pected increased fees.

I urge the members of the
Syndicate to review the decision
and bring the increased fees
within a reasonable range so
that we can afford those easily.

Sheikh Shahjahan
M Com Final Year

De nt of Accoun
M?rme Zahurul Haq Huﬂmw
Dhaka University.

Save Ramna Park

Sir, In a news item published
in your esteemed daily on 27-7-
1997 it was revealed that an
ﬁﬂmnﬁﬁé acre of l:u:lsll is
E cutﬂnﬁ a slice
of g:cm:ry of Ea.mna ark to
Mosque for the purpose
of accommodation and other
facilities for the growing num-
ber of visitors to the mosque.
Way back in the late-'50s, the
Lv;l;; recalls, an ﬂn‘:diturial cap-
5 ity” was pub-
lished mf{ﬂ t)fﬁmgum
the said editorial Dhaka was
termed as a city without lungs
having no space to breathe as
all the open spaces somehow
were being acquired for residen-
tial purpose.
amna Park and
Suhrawardy Uddyan are the
only significant open area'in
tfiltt; ﬂgh :ffwe look back to our
C rom river Buri
to the border of Old gar?%:i
gaon. It is not known what is
the justification that the au-
thority is allocating a portion
of the Park for the accommoda-
tion of the visitors to the
mosque. Already there is
enough vacant ‘:ﬁace within the
mosque area ich could be
utilised properly and even en-
hanced by constructing multi-
:g:ur buildings without de}
stroylng any more greenery o
annagFarg - i
Further, there is a decision

' to construct cultural complex in

Ramna Park and Suhrawardy
Uddyan. Why? Is the destruc-
tion of parts an imperative? We
would request the authority not
to allocate greenery of the
Ramna Park to any agencies
any more and contribute to the
claim of the editorial which
was written 40 years back.

A K Khan

29. Shah Sahab Lane, Dhaka-
1200

D M Khan

Anchor Tower, 1/1, Sonargaon
Road, Dhaka-1200.

Electrical fires

Sir to my lifetime

firsthand ence of the work
of under-trained. under-
educated, unrecognised, unau-

thorised electrical mistries or
mechanics who are hired for
petty or small l|nhu at homes or
offices, one of the dangerous
and ignorant practices is to use
over-rated fuse wires (many
strands or thick wires) on the
electrical switchboards. Before
the fuse can burm out and pre-
vent damage to the electrical
circuit or equipment, the latter
is d ed. and then the fuse

- burn! Such mistakes or errors

should be punishable.

Another example: some sub-
standard flexible wires sold in
the electrical shops are not
rated for the voltage of the cir-
cuit (say, 250V). Sometimes low
voltage telephone wires are
used in the 230V power
circuits! The labelling/marking
on the package or every metre
of cable should be clear. What
the Inspectors have to say on
this lapse?

The trade/vocational elec-
trical centres/schools in the
public and private sectors
should review the method of
training. Train whom (where are
the trainees!)? Before that,
where are the schools? I do not
see the advertisements in the
papers, as they do for Tutorial
or Coaching Centres. Why not
try some N to help initially
to train up the mechanics in
different trades, in coordination
with the trade associations. The
opinion of the Chambers may
be sought.

The usual chicken and egg
story. First, get the infrastruc-
ture right, before cro from
the roofl Ref: after thought on
the recent fires in the garment
industry.

A Zabr
Dhaka

Exchange rates

Sir, The newspapers, in the
exchange rates printed for each
working day, do not print the
rates for Indian and Pakistani
currencies (it did earlier).

Does it mean these curren-
cies cannot be purchased offi-
cially/legally, and the autho-
riscg dealers/banks are help-
less? One has to buy dollars and
later get it converted to these
two currencies?

An official clarificadion

would be helpful, as the press
publish the official list.

A Citizen

Dhaka

did not clasp, but that is the
tragedy of India-Pakistan rela-
tions. mmm mﬂ'l:: the upl-l
portunity. Those stretc
the hlndv

should not in “f;
feel humiliated. Hnr'.:{?'u

Lithey up the effort just i
- they give up the ffort just be
unflat-

cause

A re is
eral. It may look like a straw in
the ocean of hatred and alien-
ation, but this is what [ have
done, clutching to it in the last
50 years when I left my home,
Sialkot city. There is no alter-
native to no . Enmity is
s0 consuming so destruc-
tive. | often believe that the bu-
rea , the media and polit-
ical s have come to de-

velop a vested interest in keep-
ing the two countries apart.

OPINION

August 31

August 31st.is of vital -

tance to the women of
Bangladesh. On this day, the
verdict of Yasmeen's case will
be pronounced at the ur
court. We shall wait for it with
baited breath. Since the day
Yasmeen was raped and mur-
dered in police custody, al-
leeglecﬂ?; by three police n-
nel, the streets of Dh and
other district towns have seen
many a protest rally demand-
ing trial and punishment for
the rapists killers. August
Eﬁlﬁt &Pr: day Yasmeﬁn \;:n
ee s ago, has be-
come a ﬂymm day for resis-
tance against all forms of vio-
lence and oppression of chil-
dren, girls and women in
Bangladesh. Sammilito Nari
Shomaj and other women's re-
sistance movements have
proven that we will stand
this day and all that the move-
ment stands for against all
odds.
I never met Yasmeen. | never
met Seema. Yet they are names
which will remain burning in

Atomic scientist Khan has

said that Pakistan enmfh
bombs to destroy 15 cities of In-

dia. How does it matter? The
nuclear fallout will be

to kill everyone in Pakistan.
All that it means is that people
in India die first and those in
Pakistan later.

On the other hand, Air Mar-
shal (retd) Nur Khan has said at
a seminar in Karachi that there
is not even a 20 per cent of

chance of yet another India-
Pakistan war. This, he said,

mld:ntm case for a 20 to 25
per cen expenditure
over a of time. Both In-
der Gujral and Nawaz Sharif

comprises Pakistan
wanted to have a separate
homeland of theirs and they are

o ever len
. ble, . m ;*5%,‘ to
li :ﬁﬂ with c H
parti

dishonesty and misgovernance,
democracy becomes vuinerable.
Do they realise or not? Why
should they be driven by a kind
of path hatred and not
collectively find a workable
formula to take democracy

from strength to strength? It is
the agenda and the
ability to deliver that should
really make the difference be-
tween parties. Our political
parties have got a unique
chance at a most opportune
point of time — when military
coups appear to be an event of
the past and the cold war is over
— to prove themselves. If they
miss this opportunity simpl
because they do not ke cach
; and
difficult years ahead of ?gon
wrong decisions by the govern-
ment may be ted but the
lack of vision of Lan
never be compensated. A na-
tion's is its value

ment we pull down values, we

m smaller and d:laqu:lé—
perform any great :

Organised politics laj

, who mat-
ters in our society should get
involved with the process and
do his or her bit of the job.

identity. India ts that and
even a lunatic fri in the
cnuntlg does not demand Ak-
hand Bharat. So does [s-
lamabad go out of its way to
:lig any contact of Indians
the of Pakistan? ls

it afraid that t would see
through the smoke screen of
false information and wrong
that Pakistan has

created if were to meet peo-
ple from I ?

I am ted in the lib-
erals in Pakistan. do not
want to cross the line estab-

lishment has drawn for them.

None of them dares to raise any

voice t theul::ndrlncu
t

e Botk e Last

created

ofpa:iﬂ:
mr m.mldnatmetu'
border. were stopped
g{utll_lmﬂfavmtbuttheyﬂ-
it as a gap of communi-
cation. This time they knew
and it was as much their pro-
gramme as ours. Still were

afraid lest they should dis-
g]l:m the fundamentalists or

Some of us ar

in favour of contacts with Pak-
istan, whatever level and how-
ous, whenever pau'l

ts to il-
Jluminate our gesture of peace.
We shall continue to do so till
le on the nth::;dﬂdc defy

government come

t candles to show us that
reciprocate our of
ace and amity. And one day
e borders soften for the
peoples of both countries to
cross on the mere production of
their passport. The two
sovereign peoples will become
friends. '

proud of their sovereignty and

Dr Naila Z Khan

my heart and in the hearts of
most women in this country for
a long | time. For Yasmeen,
we do not what we will be
able ttnh:chjevet hiFm Seema we
know we have got .
The alleged rapists mdmmhllm
have not been . Those
who were charged with the
betolg B vk ey
not ;

Law and justice must take its
own course. Yet these laws are
formed by people; people who
happen to be MPs, i.e. members
of parliament who have been
elected by the people of this
country to represent them and
voice demands in the par-
liament. A parliamentary
committee was formed for the
investigation of Seema's rape
and murder. Not a
has beep heard from com-
mittee so far. We heard some
squeaks from them when public
pressure increased around the
time of Seema's court verdict,
but then it all subsided quickly

st: Yasmeen’s Verdict

and all is quiet now. Such lack
of accountability towards an is-
sue which affects half the vot-

Deserted by the democrati-
cally elected resentatives,
the women are thus left no op-
tion but to remain on the streets
d justice and fair tri-
als. Be it Yasmeen or Seema or
the innumerable who are
accosted, humiliated, abused,
raped and killed including

those in police custody every-

day, they are all s whom
this land could save. The
women of this are no
longer willing to be WNSs

in power games and tical
intrigues. Today, a common
movement of the women, by the
women and for the women of

h is where
we single-minded emand
justice and punishment for
crimes against women, and so-

cial m sation of the op-
pressors and power brokers.
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BTTB : Some Questions

Why the BTTB continues to
be sm “silent about its cur-
rent an ture telecom policies
and services? Its Public Rela-
tions cell should be active
teﬂmﬁ]th: public and the users
how this monopoly operator in
the public sector is trying to
improve the telecom services
and helping the rrivat: opera-
tors in the cellular and other
sectors.

BTTB may issue, as other
telecoms are doing globally, a
series of PR stories and adver-
tisements in the press trying to
improve its shattered and bat-
tered image of services,
and utter failure in improving
the suﬁply position to meet the
skyrocketing demand for tele-
phones and other services at
popular rates. The Board is act-
ing like a bureaucratic d t-
ment isolated and insulated
from the pubilic.

In addition, to keep the
Board busy, here are some
questions in public interest :

*Where is the in dent
telecomm authority? How BTTB
can act both as the regulator
and operator? The Ministry
cannot be the regulator in an

open economy.
nouncement is being delayed.
The integra

There is no reason
mer to wait for the latter.

hand the waiting
nary' telephone connections is

make available t
the middle and

grou at
cost? The
should not carry
and levies at various stages and

A Husnain
This pro-

ted national telecom

licy is yet to be announced
waiting for several years now).
or the for-

*What is the official policy
arding opening up the non-

cellular main telephone sector
to the private operators? The

hased programme has not
n announced. On the other
list for 'ordi-

gwlng to unmanageable num-
: black-market-
ing and ki — a climate
much in this country

full of rent-seekers.

*What is the official plan to
elephones to

ed-income
ordable capital
t to communicate
a lot of taxes

*When to discard

wire /cable /copper and all
wirelesa? The copper -z
out of date and too costly to in-

tech is

tor has economic

of the
be described as grey and not

very transparent.

stall and maintain. Why the

BTTB still prefers to go under-

ground (the pun is intended)?

*What steps are taken

for fixed nnddmnhlle conver-
nce to vide one-stop ser-
gm to thcp::u‘!?

*Any plans for Cordless

l
Terminal glnhllity (CTM)? The
users may not be technologi-
cally duped, the
thority

regulating au-
ould see to that.

*For smooth future expan-
sion of the modem telecom ser-
vices, the local and interna-
tional standards, and modular,
integrated expansion proce-
dures and practices have to be
taken care of. The public may
be kt:pt ]:Infnnl'l]'lﬂil.. about the
constant hi-tech changes bein{
discussed and thrashed out a
the international platforms,
that the users understand what
the operators tell them, and of-
fer them. The tibility fac-
ance

fmmtlulntmuptmﬁ

d":“m services.

vernment’'s h
services can

The




