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7 Capacity 21: How Far to Go?

by Dr Mahfuzul Haque

There are ways and means, strategies and implementation mechanism to
Bangladesh. While doing so, it should be kept in mind that people from all
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Commission on Sustain-
: In order to

able

helg the governments
to their to im-
plement Agenda 51. cth’nmnu--
sion on Sustainable Develop-
ment [CSD] was set up. The

ensure | |

countrywide consultation process.

fifth session of CSD held in New
York in April this year, reviewed
the progress, failures, s
and prospects of implementa-
tion of Agenda 21 and made
recommendations on Sectoral,
cross-sectoral as well as inter-
national institutional arrange-
ments for effective and success-
ful implementation of Agenda
21. The special session of UN
General held in June
last was attended by the world

leaders for and moni-
toring the of the Earth
Summit that held five years ago
at Rio.

Fﬂ&l;lll:g known as "Rio
plus five", the session made an
attempt at stock-taking and to
see implementation status of
the Conventions including
Agenda 21 signed at Rio. The
meeting could not make much
headway as some of the devel-
ﬂ)ed countries, especially, the
nited States rebulffed s for
a convention to protect forests,
and watered down a text on
. which avoided
any mention ol s c targets
to curb greenhouse gases
blamed for the climate change.
The final document however re-
flected concern of the par-
ticipants that overall trends for
sustainable development were
worse today than they were in
1992.

National Agenda 21 for

: Before preparing

a National Agenda 21 for
Bangladesh, it is worthwhile to
make an inventory of plans and
policies adopted and projects
implemented by the government
of Bangladesh targeting the
E‘tda 1. ons are to be
ed :a) are we now; b)
where do we want to go?; and c)
how do we get there? While
taking stock, it is seen many
national polices and tgi:.na have
gnrtlnlly addressed Agenda
1, if not fully. The i rtant
them are : Dralt Fifth

Five-?enr Plan [1997-2002],.

Draft Partici Perspective
Plan ugﬂs-fﬁm Three-Year

Rolling Plan [1995-1997] etc.
Draft FFYP has a separate
chapter on "Environment and
Sustainable Livelihood", which
elaborately discussed the issue
of sustainable development as
the country enters into 21st
century. Referring to
B adesh's commitment to
the implementation of 22 inter-
national conventions/protocols
related to environment signed
or ratified so far, the chapter
lines, identified

¥

impl - tati te
ation_sirate-
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rangement. Issues related to
alleviation, employment

and HRD; women in develop-
ment; participatory rural devel-
opment and local governance;
trade and external resources;
private sector etc., came out

tly in the Plan.
The draft Participatory Per-

spective Plan is a pro-poor plan

_—

The UAE Red Crescent Society
US$ 75,000 (over Tk 32 lakh)

T s
i

handed over a cheque for
to the Bangladesh Hospital

Trust from the donations of Sheikh Zayed Humanitarian
Foundation and others including Bangladeshi residents in
the UAE for construction of a hospital in Dhaka. The
cheque was handed over by a director of UAE Red
Crescent Tariq Ali Ghalib to Viguar Choudhury of the
Trust in Dhaka Tuesday. The Charge d'Affaires of the
UAE Embassy in Bangladesh Abdul Razak Mohammad

Hadi was also present.

period.
Country's highest temperature 37.7 degree Celsius was

recorded at

and the lowest 24 4 degrees at Kutubdia.

Meantime, s Bazar had 21mm rain in the last 12 hours

till 6 am yesterday
The sun sets

tt:.-da]r at 6:21 pm and rises tomorrow at 5:39

City /Town TunpuC;::m Humidity in
in us percentage

Max Min l-bmlng Eveni
Dhaka 37.5 27.7 7§ '?f
El:t ggg 27.2 70 B7
; 27 .4 73 79
Khulna 35.6 7.6 63 -
Barisal 35.6 27.0 73 -
36.6 28.7 60 67
s Bazar 35.6 26.2 70 B9
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prepare a National Agenda 21 for
walks of life are to be consulted in a

involving ]people: at the grass-
roots level during its planning
process. It also looked at incor-

PO ectoral Plans

: The most high profile envi-
ronmental plan of the govern-
ment, well acclaimed home and
abroad is the National Envi-
ronment Management Action
Plan, NEMAP. Published by the
Ministry of Environment and
Forest in 1995, NEMAP identi-
fied various environmental con-
cerns of the country and gave
recommendations including
suggestive implementation
mechanism. NE chalked
out the people for the le
parti dressed Agenda 21,
if not fully. NEMAP is now being
implemented with financial as-
sistance from a number of de-
velopment partners UNDP,
World Bank and CIDA.

NEMAP mme Formu-
lation Mission has recentl
concluded a 826 million T
Ernject. titled, "Sustainable

nvironment M ment Pro-
gramme" [SEMP]. The WB-as-
sisted 'Bangladcsh Environ-
ment Project” [BEP] is being fi-
nalised. CIDA-assisted
"Strengthening of Department
of Environment” project will be
launched soon. Other plans
adopted by the government in
this sector are : Forestry Master
Plan {1993-2013] and Na-
tional Conservation Strategy
INCS]. The polices are Envi-
ronment Policy and Action Plan,
1992 and Forestry Policy 1994.

Besides environment, other
sectoral plans and policies of
the government that addressed

enda 21 are : Flood Action
Plan [FAP], 1989; Bangladesh
Water and Flood Management
Strategies, 1995; draft National
Water Plan: National Ener
Policy. 1995; Banglades
Heal
tion Plan [BHEAP]; Environ-
m:mElr_l Guidelines of LGED,

uca P etlc.
dm&-ojun Mu }fgem
21 : Bangladesh since its inde-
pendence has implemented a
number of projects and pro-
Frammes on culture, water,
orestry, fish and livestock,
having environmental compo-
nents. It is true that some of

lhegl. ially the FCD
em anf('lgg:nl p¥ujecls aillegnfg
address the environmental con-
cerns. Simmering discontents
are there against the recently-
concluded Flood Action Plan in-
volving 8150 million. Despite
many faults, these sectoral
ts were the forerunner of

nda 2] in Bangladesh, On
the forestry sector, the bio-di-
versity conservation of the Sun-
darbans, Thana Afforestation
Programme, Participator
Forestry, Coastal Greenbeﬁ
Project, proposed high-profile
Forestry sector project are some
of the projects conserving bio-
diversity of the country.

As a signatory to Bio-diver-
sity Convention, 1992,
Bangladesh has so far taken a

and Environmental Ac-

MA Mannan, chairman and managing director of Butterfly

“number uf-prgjcctu for conser-
-di

vation of bio-diversity [chapter
15] of the country. Although,
Bangladesh is yet to make an
inventory of its bio-diversity
and adopt an Action Plan, yet
on atmospheric pollution
[chapter 9],
real headway. Following si

and ratifying of the Framewor
Convention on Climate Change
[FCCC], 1992, Bangladesh re-
cently concluded the Climate
Change Country Study funded

Us t

Through this study,
Bangladesh is now aware of its
carbon dioxide emission figure
and strategies to be taken for
adaptation and mitigation, if
‘climate change takes place, in-
cluding measures to raise pub-
lic awareness. On Montreal Pro-
tocol on Ozone Depleting Sub-
stances [ODS], 1987 [chapter 9]
an "Ozone Cell" has been estab-
lished at the Department of En-
vironment and s are being
taken to contain ODS use in
Bangladesh. On Basel Conven-
tion on toxic and hazardous
wastes, 1989, [chapters 19 and
20] some rules have been
~drafted, which are yet to be fi-
nalised. Bangladesh has signed
and ratified the Convention to
Combat Desertification, 1994
[chapter 12]. Programmes are
yet to be taken to implement it.

National Laws and Regula-
tions : Chapter 39 of Agenda
21 called for implementation of
international n?recmcnts at a
national level. In Bangladesh,
more than 200 laws are in force
related to environment. Envi-
ronment Protection Act [EPA],
1995 addressed most of the
environmental issues of con-
cern. Rules and ations in
order to activate EPA are being
finalised. Sectoral laws are to be
updated and developed in line
with desh's commitment
to international community.

This is brief resume of
"Where are we now?" It will help
us to analyse the gap vis-a-vis
the Agenda 21. This ;{ap analy-
sis lead us to %o o our d{-
sired destination of sustainable
development. "How to get
there?” is now relatively easier
to chart. There are ways and
means, strategies and imple-
mentation mechanism to pre-

e a National Agenda 21 for

adesh. While doing so, it
should be kept in mind that

le from all walks of life are
to consulted in a country-
wide consultation process. We
should not forget that people,
especi the poor, women and
children are to be put at the
centre-stage of development.
These ultimate stake-holders
are to be em{_)omad through
the process of participation in
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Marketing Ltd inaugurating a showroom at Mohammad-

pur.

Mujibnagar Officer

Kallyan Samity
Leaders of Muji and

Muktijoddha
charti a Kallyan Samity

yesterday urf:l the

to punish the anti-liberation
forces who had burnt the por-
trait of
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Anjuman-e-
Headayatul Ummat

Election of a new executive
committee of Anjuman-e-Hea-

llowing members were
elected: President — Maj Gen
Sardar, Md Ali Hasan (Retd).
senior vice sident — Prof Dr
Md Fazle Elahi. vice presidents
— Prof A M Mahabubur Rah-
man, and Principal AKM Idris
Hossain, general secretary —

HERE and THERE

THERE

Md Ertaj Alam, joint secretary
— Hafez Mohammad Zafar,

treasurer — A Rouf, members — |

Obaidul Hug, Brig Dr Md Yunus
Dewan, Abdul Bari Sarker,

Prof M A Hai, Md Emdad Hos-
sain, Mohammed [brahim, Dr

A M Shamsur Rahman and |

Mohammad Shahidullah.

PhD awarded

Muhammad
Maniruzzam

an, Associate
Professor,

of Talamie Hi-

the Institute of Bangladesh
Studies. Rajshahi University,
says a release,

He com his thesis enti-
ted 'Zamindars of Bengal: Case
Study of Selected Rangpur Za-

ars 1793-1950."

He started his career as a col-
lege teacher in 1968 at
Nageswari College (Kurigram)

then served in Lalmonirhat
Govt College. Lalmonirhat from
1970-1991. He crossed over to
India and joined the Liberation
War in 1971,

—

Bangabandhu Murder

Che Daily Mar 5

Case

Verbatim Text of Cross Examination of
Eighth and Ninth Prosecution Witnesses

examination of

Major (retd) Shahadat

Hossain, eighth

prosecution witness in Banga-

bandhu murder case, was com-
pleted on Tuesday.

Following are excerpts from
his cross-examination by advo-
cate Khan Saifur Rahman, de-
fence counsel for accused Col
(dismissed) Syed Farooq Rah-
man:

Q: Was Sheikh Jamal, the
second son of Bangabandhu,
killed by army while he was in
army?

A: Some dismissed and dis-

l ntied people of army killed

m.

Q: Will the di ntled -
ple of army be calﬂfﬂlmuﬂnggg?

A: They have resorted to in-
subordination.

A: Were they mutinous?

A: Concerned authorities
will decide whether they were
mutinous.

: Was u's house
under the control of army after
the incident?

A: | saw the house was under
control of Major Noor and
Huda.

Q: Was there any other mem-
ber of army?

A: There were members of
Two Field Artillery and Lancer.

Q: Were the people of Two
Field Artillery and Lancer, and
Major Noor and Captain Huda
members of

A: Major Noor was a dis-
missed army officer. Captain
Huda was in service. People of
Artillery and Lancer were
m:mﬁ of army. e

Q: at were being
carried by the Lancers?

A: As far as | can recall they
WEre ¢ SLRs and sten-
guns. [ also saw tank.

Q: Did they show respect to
you when you went there and
told them about your mission?

&:Ymm was your batman
durin? the incident?

A: | can't recall his name.

Q: Did you
museum at
house? When?

A: Yes, | went there about a

o to watch the
angabandhu's

Ago.

Q: And you went there for
your own usual and mental at-
traction.

A: Yes.

Q: Can u__\lr:u describe all the
incidents that you witnessed at
the house of occurrence on that
day?

A: No, I can't recall all the
incidents.

Q: Did the guards of Lancer

and Artillery continue their
duty at that house?
: | don't know.

Q: Was there police at the
7

house (ﬂ' occuITence

A: l didn’t see any person in
police uniform when | went
there.

Q: Where you sure that there
was no plainclothes policeman
there?

A: No. | was not sure.

Q: Did you see any maid ser-
vant at the house?

A: No, | didn't see.

@: Were you allowed to see
everything or your movement
was restricted?

&.I m:l to
Captain Bashar?

A: We were detained at the
same camp in Pakistan. | had
no contact with him after re-
turn to Bangladesh.

E: s havildar an NCO post?

: Yes, non-commissioned
officer.

Q: Did you go upto bedroom
hu?

of Bavlhand
A: Yes
Q: How far was the body of
Bangabandhu away from his
bedroom?
[mh: Approximately 20 to 25
Q: There is no place in a
stengun to fix a bayonet.
A Yes.
A: Did many army officers
use be-

g‘emfmd ﬁ ]rmh::nt there?
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can . [ can't say.

Q: Did you submit any report
on the breaking of the chain of
command?

A: I didn't say the chain of
command was broken.

Q: Are the Lancer and Ar-
tillery incorporated in arm

A: The Lancer and lery
are under the organisational
structure of army.

Q: All of you, the army offi-
cers, were involved in the inci-
dent.

A: So far my knowledge goes,
none of my brigade or unit was
involved in the incident.

Q: You don't know who were
the parucigants of the incident.

A: 1 didn't see any one in-
volved in the incident directly.
However, I later came to know
everything.

Q: Did you investigate?

A: I informed what 1 wit-
nessed. I was sent by my author-
ity to submit a report after wit-

neaalnﬁ everything.
Q: Did you investigate any-

one?
A: 1 informed what [ wit-
nessed.

: While in service, did you
apply to the authorities for a
trial of the incident?

i A: It was not my responsibil-
y.
Q: You gave a false state-
ment,
A: This is not true.

Examination by advocate
Abdur Razzaq Khan in absence
of Haji Nazrul Islam, defence
counsel for accused Col (retd)
Sultan Shahriyar Rashid Khan:

Q: You mentioned to the 10
that the time of hue and c
outside your mess on August 1
was about 6:30 am.

A: | can't recall.

Q: Did you tell the 10 that
you, after go to your unit,
saw General Shafiullah and
others gathering there?

A: | can't recall.

Q: Did you discharge your of-
ficial duties after August 15
morning?

A: Yes, | discharged my

E: w%?edugﬁs afraid of attack

when you along with two other
officers were going to Banga-
bandhu's house from the can-
tonment?

A: 1 went there with neces-

re tions.

M%:pwgra:ayuu attacked any-
where on the way?

A: No.

Q: Was there any necessity to
use arms on the way?

A: No.

Q: When did you start from
the cantonment?

A: Approximately at about

8:45 am.

: Till then the chief of army
staff could not believe that the
President of the country. along
with his family members, was
killed.

A: | think he could not be-
lieve that the President and his

fargily merphers WRIE Idlisthral
Shafiullah was also accompa-
nied by 46 Brigade Commander
Col Shafat Jamil.

A: Yes.

Q: You gave an arranged wit-
ness.

A: Your statement is not cor-
rect.
Defence counsels of accused
Abdul Wahab Joardar and
Taheruddin Thakur declined to
cross-examine Shahadat as he
didn't mention their respective
client's name.

Ninth Prosecution
Witness

Later, the ninth prosecution
witness in the case Lt Col (retd)
MA Hamid made his deposition
to the court.

After the launch break,
cross-examination of PW-9 Lt
Col (retd) MA Hamid 4

Following are the excerpts
from cross-examination of
Hamid by advocate Mahbubur
Rahman, state defence counsel
for absconding accused Major
(retd) Bazlul Huda:

Q: With whom did you meet
after arriving at your office on

August 15 morning?

A: 1 found my troops outside
my office. They told me that
they knew nntﬁlng. They also
said tanks were mw&d?esid:
the 46 Brigade. But they could
not realise that killings would
take place.

Q: Can g'ou mention one or
two names

A: Subedar Kazi Majid and
Havildar Siddique.

Q: From whom the permis-
sion is to take to move tanks
outside the cantonment?

A: A: Normally from the
Commanding Officer.

Q: You were a Lieutenant
Colonel. That means a Major is
junior to you and also your sub-
ordinate officer.

A: He is junior to me, but not
necessarily that he would be my
subordinate officer.

Q: You were not bound to

out an order of a junior or
subordinate officer.

A: Not, I was not bound. But |
had to follow the order if it was
with the authority of superior
officer.

Q: Did Major Matin mention
about any senior officer when
he asked you at about 3 am on
Au for burial of the bod-
ies

A: I had asked him with
whose order. He replied that
with the order of superior au-
thority, I again asked who. He
said army chief, naval chief
and air chief, and above all the
President are here. Matin also
said 1 might go there for con-
firmation, but it would take
time.

Q: You did not go to Banga-
bandhu's house after August 15.

A: You are not correct.

Q: Bazlul Huda, did not re-
ceive you at Banfgabandhu's
house on August 15. :

A: He received me.

Q: You were not taken by

st 1

Huda inside Bangabandhu's

house or shown an

A: This is not true.

Q: You did not know Huda.
You never saw him.

A: You are not correct.

Q: You have been taught by
prosecution and giving false
witness.

A: Not true.

Cross-examination by advo-
cate Jasimuddin, state defence
counsel for absconding accused
Lt Col (retd) Aziz Pasha:

Q: Who was senior between
Huda and Pasha?

A: May be Pasha.

Q: Were you and Pasha at the
same unit and time?

6’. NP&:u didn't know Aziz
Pasha. ' :

A: I first came across him on
August 15. | didn't know him
earlier.

Q: Aziz Pasha was not at the
place of occurrence. You didn't
see him.

A: He was at the place of oc-
currence. [ saw him.

Q: You had no talks with
Aziz Pasha.

A: | had talks with him on
that day.

Q: Aziz Pasha didn't receive

YOR PR AL me.

Q: Pasha didn't tell Huda to
take you inside the house and
show the bodies.

A: He told Huda this.

Q: You have given false
statement.

A: You are not correct.

Cross-examination by advo-
cate Abdul Wahed, state defence
counsel for absconding accused
Major (dismissed) Shariful Haq
Dalim:

1l,;‘,t: Hu;: long you were the
Military Secretary?

A wgmﬂmtﬂy till 1974.

Q: ere you and Dalim at
the same unit and time?

A:. No.

@: To which unit Dalim was

ted dungg the incident of
Rugust 15, 19757
A: He was dismissed from

the service before the incident.
Q: Was it not violation of

army rule that a dismissed ju-

nior officer goes to the place

where ﬂenigr in-service officers
y games

plak He should not go there.

Q: Did you inform the mili-

taﬂ; police or intelligence about
Dalim's presence there?

A: No, I didn't.

Q: Is the security duty in can-
tonment vested with the units
one after another?

A: There is a security unit.
Besides, the re ve units are
responsible for respective unit
areas.

Q: Did you contact other
units or regiments in Dhaka
cantonment after being in-
formed that the President was
killed.

E: No. It was not duty.

: What was your duty as the
Station commander? o

A: Station Commander is an
administrative officer of the
station.

All administrative works
are under his disposal. He is the
chairman of cantonment board
and cantonment school. He
looks after development, con-
struction etc. works.

Q: You went to the Arm
Headquarters on August 1
morning. How many officers
were there?

A: 1 was going to the office
room of the Chief of Army
Staff. 1 found 20 to 30 officers
gathering in front of the office
room of Col Nooruddin.

Q: Who were present at the
Headquarters among the senior
most officers?

A: Major general Shafiullah,
Major General Ziaur Rahman,
Brig Khaled Mosharraf, Col
Nooruddin, Col CR Dutta.

Q: Did you leave the place
when, according to you, Dalim
at sten gun point asked all to get
away?

A: 1 left the place later as I
was at gun point.

(Court: ether could you
flee or not?)

A: 1 could not flee instantly.

Q: Was there any order from
the Chief of Army Staff for
burial of the bodies

A: | mentioned it earlier.
Matin informed me about the
matter with the authority of the
top most authority.

Q: Major Dalim did not
the tennis court. You also
see him.

A! You are not correct. He
went there and [ saw him.

Q: Dalim didn't come to the
Army Headquarters on August
15 morning. He also did not
threat you pointing stengun.

A: You are not correct.

Q: Dalim did not take away
General Shafiullah at gun
point,

A: He took away General
Shafiullah at gun point. -

to
dn't

2 P13y ane) Al

ahged wit-
ness. Yoy, have give faise state;. -

mER:tYuu are not correct.
Cross-examination advo-
cate Nurul Islam, state ence

counsel for absconding accused
Major (dismissed) Noor:

Q: Were you and General Zia
coursemates?

A: Yes,

: What sort of officers used
to play at the tennis court?

A: There were three courts.
The senior most officers used to
play at the central court,

Q: Was there any permission
for the junior officer to aauy?

st

hi 1EFa RS o
fo there where the seniors used
o play.

Q: Where the retired officers
allowed to play there?

A: None of the retired offi-
cers used to go there.

Q: Was Major Noor in service
on st 15

A: He was dismissed before.

Q: Did you ask Zia about the
permission?

A: No, | didn't.

Q: Major Noor didn't go to
the tennis ground as he was
terminated.

A: He went there.

Q: The story what you told
the court about seeing Noor is a
false.

A: Not true.

Q: You are an
ness of the state.

A: This is not true.

The court was adjourned till
10:30 am W ;

Verbatim texts of further
cross examinations will be
published as and when received.
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