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Proposal for barbed
wire fencing
along border

rejected

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh has not agreed to
an Indian pro for erecting

barbed wire fencing along the
"zero line"” at Hilli of Fu ;
.ccon:ttng to official sources.

The BBC and some local
dailies earlier reported that
Dhaka had to erect wire
fencing on : ":cmf:m:' al-

barbed wire fencing is
e to be erected 150 me-
tres from the international
border zone.

The chief of BDR, Major
General Azizur Rahman, when
asked. told The Daily Star. "The
news is not at all correct.”

Mentionably, a border con-

See Page 12 Col 7

JRC talks begin
in Lalmonirhat

tomorrow

LALMONIRHAT, Aug 27: A
two-day secre level mee
of the Indo-EIt:I?gladcsh J{iﬂf
Rivers Commission will begin
here on Friday to discuss shar-
ing of the Teesta waters. accord-
ing to official sources.

The meeting will be held at
the Bashar rest house of the
Teesta barrage prnﬁcl
ATM Shamsul Huda, Secre-
tary of Water Resources Min-
istry. will lead a 10-member

adesh team at the talks
while Sreemata Proshad, secer-
tary of Water Resources Min-
istry of India, will lead a 9-
member Indian team.

The Indian delegation will
arrive Dhaka on Thursday and
leave for Lalmonirhat on Fri-

day by a Biman flight.
ﬁﬁmmtnryﬁ:hvcl

is being held as per a decision

taken at the minister level JRC

meeting held in Dhaka July 19-

The secre level meeting
will be follo by a minister
level meeting in Delhi, the
sources said.

US Open

Bruguera fights
back to beat
Tebbutt

From Tawfiq Aziz Khan

NEW YORK, 27: A fighter
that he is, Ser ruguera of
Spain came from two sets
Aum ll:rz:ﬂl beat Michael Tehhﬂ utt of

in a gruelli ve set-
ter at the brand n:n% Arthur
Ashe Stadium today.
5 B uei': is m'lthuf the seven
panis s who make the
bulk of &:yﬂi seeds for this
years US Open.

Bruguera is the number 7
seed and he moved into the sec-
ond round with a 3-6, 4-6, 6-3,

BHADRA 13 1404 BS.

The number of absolute
landless holdings in the coun-
try increased from 8.7 to 12.4
per cent in a decade with a 27
per cent rise in the number of
total households. reports UNB.

At present, some 2.18 mil-
lion households, out of the total
17.59 million. have no land, ac-
cording to preliminary results
of the Bangladesh Census on
Agriculture 1996.

The findings were presented
at a press briefing in the city
yesterday in presence of Agri-
culture Minister Begum Matia
Chowdhury and State Minister
for Planning Dr Muhiuddin
Khan Alamgir.

The final result of the survey
is expected to be made available
by end 1998. The last agri-cen-

sus was done in 1983-84 and the

next is expected to be launched

.....

.

Foreign Minister Abdus Sama

in 2002.

The new census shows that
the percentage of absolute
landless and tenant household
is on the increase, but of farm
households and agricultural

labour households marks
downtrend.
It reveals that 63 per cent of

the total households are farm
households, 38.2 per cent agri-
cultural labour households and
32 per cent tenant households.

According to the 1983-84
agricultural census, the per-
centage of farm households was
72, agricultural labour house-
holds 39.8, and tenant house-
holds was 27.

The number of farm house-
holds is now 11.11 million,
non-farm households 6.47 mil-
lion, households taken land
from others for farming 5.65

d Az

i

ad addressing a rally in the city yesterday, organised by

million, and agricultural
labour households 6.73 mil-
lion.

The census collected and
prepared data on land owner-
ship and use, tenancy, cn:ipplng
pattern, irrigation facilities,
use of chemical fertiliser, live-
stock and poultry and farm
population,

Addressing the press, Agri-
culture Minister Matia Chowd-
hury termed agriculture "the
economic backbone"” of the
country, contributing one-third
of the GDP,

"About 70 per cent of our
population are directly or indi-
rectly involved in this sector,”
she added.

Replying to a question, she
admitted jute price slump at
some places and expr her
hope that the market would

the City Awami League to protest the recent attacks on Sammilito Nari Samaj rally and
Awami Ainjibi Parishad seminar.

Foil conspiracy by
vested quarters: AL

Ruling Awami League lead-
ers yesterday u the peopie to
foil *onspiracy vested quar-
ters involved in disrupting
democracy and development in
the country, reports UNB.

Addressing a rally in front
of the National Press Club in
the afternoon, the government
leaders questioned Begum Zia's
trip to Pakistan and her alleged
clandestine meeting with the
self-confessed killers of Banga-
bandhu there.

They called for unity against
conspiracy by fundamentalist
and anti-liberation elements
who got united under Begum
Zia.

Presided of over by city
Awami ue President Mayor
Mohammad Hanif, the meeting
was addressed, among others,

6-2, 6-2 win over the young
qualifier.

Bruguera, a clay court spe-
cialist, f'::uﬂ:}I back gamely,
hit the very hard. He

was llli:ltﬁdhyahuﬁcdna:
of unforced errors and double

faults by his inexperienced op-
ponent.

Inside Today
Article

Impasse in Pa-
lestine-Israel
Relations
Column : The Horizon
This Week
by Arshad-uz Zaman
Page 4

Focus

Capacity 21: How
far to go?
Page 5

* mained unchanged,

by Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad. LGRD Minister
Zillur Rahman, Environment.
Minister Begumn Sajeda Chowd-
hury, Amir Hossain Amu, Wa-
ter Resources Minister Abdur
Razzak, Commerce Minister
Tofael Ahmed and Telecom-
munications Minister Mo-
hammad Nasim.

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad said le do not
know about Begum Zia's mis-
sion in Pakistan. He said people
are determined to frustrate any
conspiracy against the elected

overnment of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina

Awami League general secre-
tary Zillur Rahman said
Awami League is elected the
people for five years to rule the

See Page 12 Col 4
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ECNEC okays 16 projects
worth Tk 990 crore

A meeting of the Executive
Committee of National Eco-
nomic Council yesterday ap-
proved 16 projects involving an
estimated cost of nearly Tk 990
crore, reports [JNB.

The NEC . held at
Prime Minister's office with
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
in the chair, also endorsed the
manpower export target set at

Condition of Habib

remains unchanged

By Staff Correspondent

The condition of Habibur
Rahman Habib, a staff photog-
rapher of Dainik Bangla. re-
ospital
sources said last night.

He was shifted to the Inten-
sive Care Unit of the Combined
Military Hospital from Dhaka
Medical College Hospital on
Tuesday night in a critical con-
dition.

205.000 for the current year
(1997)
Expressing concern over a
sloth in implementation of
overnment projects, the Prime
inister directed the authori-
ties concerned to quicken the
implementation process of the
ongoing projects.

e approved projects in-
clude Development of Soil Test,
Management and Soil Re-
sources Institute (amended), Es-
tablishment of Spices Research
Centre (amended), Rural Devel-
opment Project in Fisheries
Sector, Poverty Alleviation un-
der Livestock Development Pro-
ject through Self-Employment,

ma-Soalok Road Develop-

ment Project, Sewerage. Health
Care and Water Supply Projects
in the Rural Areas, Construc-

tion of a 33-kv Sub-station and

Renovation of Existing 11-kv

Sub-stations, Establishment of

Fire Service and Civil Defence

Station at 25 Important Thana
See Page 12 Col 4

— Star photo

Landless households up by 4 pe to 2.18m

pick up shortly.

‘It is not realistic to fix any
minimum or maximum price of
Jute under the current trend of
market-based economy.” said
the minister.

State Minister for Planning
Dr MK Alamgir told the Press
briefing that a total of 4.87 mil-
lion bales of jute was produced
this season against 4.07 bales
the previous year. '

He said the total cultivable
land in the country is now 22.3
million acres which had not
shown any remarkable change
in the last few years.

Agriculture Secretary Dr
AMM Shawkat Ali and Statis-
tics Division Secretary and Di-
rector General of Bangladesh

Bureau of Statistics Waliul Is-
lam were also present.

QU Dean _polls

White Panel bags

4 seats, Blue 3

By DU Correspondent

The pro-BNP White panel
bagged four seats and pro-
Awami League Blue panel got
three seats in the Dean elec-
tions of Dhaka University held
yesterday.

The left-leaning Pink panel
did not get any seat.

Voting was held at the TSC of
the university from 9 am to 1
pm. Prof M Shamsul Haq, Trea-
surer of the university, con-
ducted the election.

Elections for six seats of
Deans were held yesterday. Prof
Moniruddin Ahmed of the Blue
panel was earlier declared
elected uncontested Dean of the
Faculty of Pharmacy.

Prof Asaduzzaman of White

el was re-elected Dean of the

aculty of Social Science. He
See Page 12 Col 4
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Liquidity situation in banks comfortable

'Shy lenders

making it

look like a crisis'

By Toufique Imrose Khalidi

Liquidity situation in com-
mercial banks are quite com-
fortable if latest figures are any
indication, but the *“shy”
lenders are making it look like
a crisis, top regulators and
bankers said.

“There’'s no liquidity crisis,”
shot Bangladesh Bank Gover-
nor Lutfar Rahman Sarker yes-
terday, citing statistics.

On July 24, according to fig-

ures l%’i*'l-n:*n by the governor to
The ail tar, commercial
banks had Tk 2268.99 crore, in

excess of 20 per cent mandatory
cash reserves under different
categories.

A foreign banker lent sup-
port to the governor. “I don't

think that there is liquidity
crisis in banks. The banks are
perhafaa shy to lend money, es-
peciall

said Mamun ur Rashid at Stan-
dard Chartered Bank in Dhaka.

y in term financing,”

“In fact, the banking system
is way above the mark which is
considered comfortable, ™
Rashid said.

Many, including donors, be-
lleve a Tk 1500-crore excess
liquidity is considered com-
fortable by Bangladesh's mar-
ket standards.

According to the Bangladesh
Bank, excess liquidity stood at
Tk 1700 crore on June 30, 1997
and six weeks later, on August

See Page 12 Col 4

Tk 113 cr Japanese grant
for three projects

Bangladesh will receive
2,984 million Yen or Tk 113.2
crore as grant aid from Japan
for modernising BTV, improv-
ing weaéher warning service
and eradicatin lio, reports
UNB. £ po po

Three agreements to this ef-
fect were signed at the Economic
Relations Division (ERD)
yesterday.

Officials at the Japanese em-
ba here said under the first
Exchange of Notes, the
Japanese government will pro-
vide 1,123 million Yen or Tk
42.6 crore for the Project to
Supply of equipment for
Bangladesh Television.

e fund will be utilised for
the procurement of modern
equipment and machinery to
replace the old and disfunc-
tional audio, lighting and other
equipment of Dhaka Television

Centre.

Under the second Exchange
of Notes, Bangladesh will re-
ceive a t assistance of 1,473
million Yen (Tk 55.9 crore)
from Japan for the project for
Improvement of Weather
Warnin% Service Related to
Natural Disasters.

The grant amount will be
used for the installation of a
radar system in Rangpur and
the replacement of the existing
radar system in capital Dhaka.

Japan will provide Bangla-
desh with a t assistance of
388 miillion Yen, equivalent to
Tk 14.7 crore, under the third
Exchange of Notes for the
project "Eradication of Poli-
omyelitis (I1).”

Among the six major dis-
eases, which are covered by the
routine EPI programme in the

See Page 12 Col 4

Khaleda in
New York

NEW YORK. Aug 27: Leader of
the Opposition in Jatiya Sang-
sad Begum Khaleda Zia arrived
here Tuesday afternoon ending
her three-day visit to Pakistan
at the invitation of Prime
matﬂ Nawaz Sharil, reports

The BNP Chairperson. who
had embarked on her two-na-
tion tour on August 23, will in-
augurate a grand conference of
the Federation of Bangladesh
Associations in North erica
(FOBANA) on August 29 (Friday)
in Los es.

" ﬂr'l:dl;cr arﬂva{l at John F
enn Airport "here, Begum
Zia was rccciggd by her spg::]ia]
envoy Monzur Morshed Khan
MP. Fazlur Rahman Patal MP,
Ehsanul Haq Milon MP. Haris
Chowdhury and other leaders
who came to New York earlier
to coordinate the programme of
HBegum Zia in the USA
Bangladesh Consul General
See Page 12 Col 4

Attack on slum in
Bhasantek: Cantt
Thana OC closed

The Officer-in-Charge of
Cantonment thana was closed
yesterday as he failed to provide
security to the dwellers of
Bhasantek slum where terror-
ists made a series of attacks, re-

ports LUNB,

The terrorists finally at-
tacked the slum on Tuesday, as-
saulting women, looting be-
longings of the inmates and
forcing some 600 people to leave
the slum.

Dhaka Metropolitan Police
Headquarters sources said Can-
tonment thana totally failed to
nab the terrorists despite re-
peated request from the slum
dwellers.

The DMP closed OC Sha-

- habuddin after Tuesday's attack

and appointed Inspector Abdul
Awal of Reserve Forces new OC.
Cantonment police said the
situation is now normal in the
slum area. The people who left
the slum after Tuesday's attack
returned to their homes.

*

Tas/PR-13/97.98
GD-129

Titas Gas Transmission & Distribution Co Ltd
(A Company of Petrobangla)

105, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue

Kawran Bazar Commercial Area

Dhaka-1215

(Emergency Tel. Nos. 9563667, 9563668, 819379, 812135-42

Emergency Gas Shutdown Notice
(Dhamrai/Manikganij/Aricha)

Gas supply to all Industrial, Commercial and Domestic Customers at Dhamrai,
Manikganj and Aricha will remain temporarily suspended for 48 (forty-eight) hours
starting from 0600 hrs of 29.8.1997 due to some maintenance, replacement and
modification works necessary for elevation of the 50 psig current operating pressure of
Savar-Aricha Distribution Main to its design operating pressure of 150 psig.

This has already been notified to the valued Gas Customers by letters and local miking
and resumption of gas supply will also be informed to the Customers by Miking again
on completion of the job.
Valued Customers are hereby requested not to use any gas appliance during the above
period and to provide all necessary cooperations to the Company in this regard.

The Company regrets the temporary inconvenience thus caused to the valued Customers.

Authority

!
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PW-9 says during cross-examination

Bangabandhu asked Shafiullah
to send troops, but none came

The chain of command in
the Armoured Corps and the Ar-
tillery Corps had broken down
when Bangabandhu and his
family members were killed on

st 15, 1975, Lt Col (retd) M
A Hamid, ninth prosecution
witness in the Bangabandhu
murder case, said during his
cross-examination in the Court
in District anrg Sessions Judge,
Dhaka yesterday.

He, K:)wcver said. "Break in
the chain of command is not a
mutiny or insubordination”.
The lawyer of one of the five ac-
cused in custody completed his
cross-examination of the PW-9
yesterday. The court was ad-
journed till 10:00 am Monday
when cross-examined by the
lawyer of another accused in
custody was in progress.

Lt. Col [retd) Hamid, the 66
years old former Station Com-
mander of Dhaka. is also the
author of the book: ‘Three mili-
tary coups and some untold sto-
ries. The book was frequently

uoted by the defence counsels
uring the cross-examination.

Hamid said that the occur-

BNP to hold

demonstrations
today

By Staff Correspondent

BNP will hold demonstra-
tions in the capital and other
divisional headquarters toda
to press for its demands includ-
U"l_g withdrawal of the price hike
of fuel and release of its ar-
rested leaders and workers.

A party statement called all

its units and the front organisa-
tions of the areas concerned to |

organise rallies and proces-
sions to make today's pro-

| Eramine a success.

By Staff Correspondent

rence of August 15, 1975 was

one of the three incidents about

which the book has been writ-

ten. [ do not consider it (the

August 15 incident) to be a
added

m,l'a he i
A Hamid also told the
court that he had to privately
investigate into the incident for
writing his book. He had inter-
vi retired army officers for
writing the book, he said. "I had
already retired from the Army
when [ started writing the
book . “

Defence counsel Khan Saifur
Rahman quoted a paragraph

from the book which said. "As

the President's house was
raided in broad day light, 3000
troops of the hi Bahini

stood sullenly and silently only
at a little distance while tg: -
lice and the BDR were fast
aalecg. There were about 40/50
guards of Rakkhi Bahini de-
ployed in that house for secu-
rity.”

At this, the PW-9 said, "It has
been misprinted. and the word
‘armed forces' should have been
used instead of 'rakkhi bahini'.

Rezzak Khan, lawyer of an-

See Page 12 Col 5
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Sifat-e-Manzur rendering
Nazrul song at a city func-
tion yesterday.— Star photo

Tributes paid
to Nazrul

The 21st death anniversary
of national t Kazi Nazrul Is-
lam was observed across the
country yesterday, reports UNB.

To mark the day, djfferent
organisations held various pro-
grammes, including placing of
wreaths at the poet's mazar,
discussion and musical soiree.

Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy organised a discus-
sion meeting at its auditorium
in the afternoon which was
followed by a cultural function,

Dr Razia Khan Amin, Dr
Mohammad Abdul Quiyum, Dr
Abul Ahsan Chowdhury and
Shantunu Kaiser took part in
the discussion with Mostafa
Nur-ul-Islam in the chair,

Dhaka University held a

See Page 12 Col 5

Bangladesh to
Open missions in
Jordan, Brunei

Bangladesh has decided to
open diplomatic missions at
Amman in Jordan and Bandar
Seri Begawan in Brunei, Darus-
salam, reports UNB. ca

Official "sources said the
Cabinet had already approved
the decision to establis diplo-

matic missions in the two coun-
iries.

Dhaka opened its mission in
oil-rich Brunei, located on the
Coast of the South China sea, in
early 1980s. But it was closed
down in late 80's.

The government is consider-
ing to open a diplomatic mis-
sion in Male, the capital of the
Maldives, one of the seven
SAARC countries. Bangladesh
has diplomatic missions in six
other countries of the South
Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC).

BNP lawmaker submits
no-confidence notices

against 2 ministers

By Nurul Kabir
An opposition MP yesterday But experts say the notices
submitted to the Jatiya submitted by the BNP lawmaker

Secretariat two separate notices
of no-confidence motion
against two ministers of the
government of Sheikh Hasina.

Major (retd) Akhtaruzza-
man. a legislator belonging to
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP), submitted the notices
Education Minister

SK Sadeque and Energy and
Mineral Resources Minister Lt
Gen (retd) Nur Uddin Khan yes-
terday afternoon.

Under rule 159 and 160 of JS
Rules of Procedure, any member
can move no-confidence mo-
tion against the cabinet and it
needs support of 30 members
for leave to be discussed In the
House. The Rules also say that
three days notice would have to
be given for the motion Lo be ac-
cepted for discussion,

have strong chances to be
rejected on technical ground.
"In a parliamentary system of
governance, one has to move
no-confidence against an entire
cabinet, because the cabinet
headed a Prime Minister is
collectively responsible to the
Parliament.” an expert told this
correspondent on condition of
anonymity.

When contacted BNP secre-
tary general Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan expressed his lﬁn -
rance about the move. "[ have
not even heard about the move,”
Bhuiyan said when requested to
give his views about the notice
of no-confidence against the
ministers. Admitting that
he had no prior discussion with
the party hierarchy, Akhtaruz-

See Page 12 Col 4
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