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Mir’s oxygen generating
systems working again

MOSCOW, Aug 26. The Mir's
oxygen-generating systems
were again working Tuesday
and the crew was sale following
a briefl scare that occurred when
the station's air supply units
went down, Russian space offi-
clals said, reports AP,

Mission control spokesman
Valery lgudin said both the
main and backup oxygen-gen-
erating systems were down si-
multaneously Monday due to
electrical and mechanical prob-
lems.

The problem was first re-

rted Monday in the United

tates by the American space

agency NASA, which said the
situation was potentially very
serious.

There was a great deal of
confusion overnight Monday
because Russian Mission Con-
trol was not answering its
phones and did not release any
information.

However. Russian officials
said Tuesday momrmning that the
problems were fixed at around
10:30 pm Moscow time Monday
night ﬂaaﬂ GMT). before the
two Russians and one American
on board went to sleep.

"Everything was fixed last
night," Lyndin told the Associ-
ated Press.

When Russian officials
spoke with the crew Tuesday

morning. they confirmed that
the oxygen systems were work-
ing properly.

¢ primary Elektron gen-
erator shut itself down Monday
after it began overheating,
NASA spokesman Ed Campion
said from the Johnson Space
Center in Houston.

Even when both oxygens sys-
tems go down, Mir has enough
oxygen to last several days,
Campion and Russian officials
said. But if they system couldn't
be fixed, the crew would have to
abandon ship in the attached
Soyuz capsule.

There have been re
problems with the new
generator, carried u
shuttle Atlantis in May. But it
was the first time since
February that a crew had had
serious trouble with the backup
system, in which solid-fuel can-
isters are ignited to produce
oxygen.

ne of these canisters burst
into flames in Fe ., Al
the station with smoke and al-
most causing the crew to evacu-
ate.

The cosmonauts were
to ignite a canister, or candle,
Monday when the system
failed, according to N . They
replaced the ter mechanism
E:..lut;hc canister still would not

ated

ektron
space

Taliban an'est;_over 100

ethnic

KABUL, 2
Afghanistan's Taliban rulers
arrested more than 100 people,
most of them ethnic minorities,
in a midnight raid on a Kabul
neighborhood Tuesday, police

residents said. reports AP.

Residents said about 50 po-
lice officers backed by tanks
and armored personnel carriers
arrived in the hillside commu-
nity around midnight.

One woman, too frightened
to give her name, said armed
police officers banged on her
door, entered and took away her
male relatives.

The police told residents
they were arresting men sus-
pected of gambling and smok-
ing hashish, which are both
banned under Taliban law.

But officials at a nearby jail,
where most of the men were be-
ing held for questioning later
Tuesday, refused to say why the
roundup took place.

The Taliban Islamic army is
battling a northern-based op-
position coalition, made up
mostly of Afghanistan's mi-
nority Tajiks, Shiite Muslims,

P3 dishjﬂs and Uzbeks., Most
;a |

shtun ethnic group.
Taliban leaders in the past
have accused minority groups

an are from the majority

minorities m Kabul
Aug 26

ingly taking on ethnic over-
tones, Taliban authorities have
ordered a series of sweeps
through minority neighbour-
hoods in Kabul, arresting hun-
dreds of people.

Most detainees were released
within 24 hours, but fo aid
agencies say more than 100 mi-
nority residents of the belea-

ered Afghan capital are still

ing held at Kabul's notorious
Third Directorate prison.

The underground compound
in the Security Ministry is
flooded with sewage and in-
fested by rats and insects, aid
workers and former inmates
have said.

Other detainees have been
moved to jails in the Taliban's
southern seat of government in
Kandahar, 300 kilometres (180
miles) southwest of Kabul, ac-
cording to aid agencies.

Meanwhile, the o sition
coalition led by ousted defence
chief Ahmed Shah Massood
continues to pressure the Talil-
ban army.

An offensive last month
brought Massood's forces to
within rocleet range of Kabul.
Taliban authorities have tight-
ened security around the city,
increasing the number of
checkpoints for travelers com-

of supporting the coalition.

In a civil war that is increas- Ing and going from Kabul.

Ry Hun Sen pledges to quit if

Mother Teresa turms 87: Hundreds of

school children and members of Indian and foreign volunteer
organizations gathered in Calcutta Tuesday to wish Mother
Teresa a happy 87th birthday, AP says from Calcutta.

"It's a great feeling to have witnessed 50 of Indian inde-
pendence,” Mother Teresa told the well-wishers, s g from
a balcony of the Calcutta headquarters of her Missionaries of
Charity order. She added that she was in good health. The nun,
who won the 1979 Nobel Peace Prize for her service to the l:roor

ndia

started the Missionaries of Charity in Calcutta soon after
won independence from Britain in 1947.
L] L ]

7 die as house collapses in India:
Seven persons including a woman, wére killed and five injured
when a house in which they had taken shelter from heavy rain
collapsed in Sanchore town in Jalore district Monday police
said, PTI reports from Jaipur.

Police said a group of 18 pilgrims from Gujarat on way to
Ramdeora town was staying in a tent at Sanchore. When the
heavy rain lashed their tent they took shelter in a house under
construction, whose walls and roof collapsed on them police

said.
Vietnam to execute 8 traders:

Eight drug traffickers sentenced to death im March will be
executed in Hanoi after Sept. 2, official media said Wednesday,
AP reports from Hanoi.

The eight, who lost an ap

al of their t
the ki pe sentence in May, were

layers of Vietnam's biggest d syndicate, master-
minded Igy Vu Xuan Truong, a police c.:-l%air}lm with the Interior
Ministry's anti-drug squad. Eight other defendants received life
in prison. Another six people received prison terms ran ng
from one year. suspended, to 20 years. Under Vietnamese ﬂw.
the cight sentenced to death can still file pleas for mercy from
Vietnam's president of Vietnam, though their appeals are likely

to be rejected.
Ex-president to quit in SA:
18 resigning from politics, the

EDI‘T‘I’TF!‘ President FW Jdo Iﬂtg
South African Press Association reported ¥
fron) C dapc Towi PReiet Eslay:CAR L

Citing Navional Puity sources, SAPA said he wonld step
down as party leader and quit politics at a meeting Tuesday
morning of the group's executive organization. The ¢.ape Town
Afrikaans daily, Die Burger, re&mrted earlier that De Klerk in-
formed his nine provincial leaders on Monday afternoon that

he would formally resign on Tuesd
party leader, 5 gn esday to make room for a new

SPI.A ld].ls 30 tI'OO SS The reﬁcl Sudan

People's Liberation Army (SPLA) on Monday announced that
Ejalﬂp t;e%%n an assault in Illue central Hub}a; mountain r:g?m:?
n overnment soldiers and taki
requrts Aﬁl igfﬂhaha. ng a garrison, AFP
‘For the first time in three years, the forces of the SPLA
the Nuba mountains started an offensive in the west... and cag{
tured the strategic NIF garrison, Magda, a week ago, SPLA
spokesman Yasser Arman told AFP. Arman, speaking by tele-
phone from the Eritrean cagital Asmara, said that Eg soldiers
¥

of the government backed the National Isl
had been killed and many others wounded. RS eRCiNIE!

10 die i].'l Th.ﬂi ﬂOOd.: Severe flooding in

southern Thailand has killed at least 10 people d left

hundreds of thousands homeless, Thai Rl yestarda

Reuter reports from Bangkok. officials sald yesterday
‘The number of deaths has increased from six to

expect the number will S0 a0 e

higher." an official at the civil defence

centre in Bangkok saig? "At the moment the information is
coming in very slowly because communications have been cut.”
The official said at least six other penrple were mi due to the
several days of heavy tropical rains that

floods, trig%nrcdog
gpped up to 8, people in their houses in the hardest hit ar-

Rsbbber sentenced to death in Sudan:

A Sudanese court sentenced a man to death and an
amputation of a hand and leg for armed ruhb:ﬂ{ertltli

independent Al-Akhbar Al-Youm dai port
reports from Khartoum. Tore d__t.:..c_l Ay A

International

Arafat won’t ’kneel’

Japan urges Israel to lift closure

of P

TOKYO, Aug 26: Japan urged
Israel Monday to lift the crip-
ling closure of the Palestinian
Ferr tories as Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
began his visit here with a call
for stronger bilateral economic
links, reports AFP.

In a two-hour meeting with
Netanyahu, Japanese Prime
Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto
stressed the Palestinians would
be able to take part calmly in
the peace process once they at-
tain “economic self-reliance
and stability.” Japanese offi-
cials said.

"Pessimism s spreadin

Arabs and Israel sho
take positive to curb this
move,” Hashimoto was quoted
as sa :

But the appeal was swiftl
rebuffed by the visiting Israe
premier, who blamed Yasser
Arafat's Palestinian self-rule
authority for failing to try and
stop terrorism emanating from
its territories, the officials said.

Hashimoto called on the Is-
raeli prime minister to lift the
economic sanctions as soon as
possible saying they could “in-
vite antagonism against Israel.”
the officials said.

- ome . s -
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Most 'of 'those detained were

ale

A

Refugees from the Middle East and South East
Badolato, near Catanzaro, on Monday. At least 446 illegal immigrants includi
100 women and. childreén, lan on Italy's sau

u was quoted as re-
plying that he wished to end the
closure but that "We have no

choice but keep it in force as
long as terrorism exists.” "In
this regard we request Ja to
te with us.” he :

srael has imposed a strict
seal around the West Bank town
of Bethlehem and villages
around it, preventing all
movement in, out and between
the areas.

It is the only Palestinian
city under an “internal seal”
since a July 30 suicide bombing
in Jerusalem. but there is also a
wider, more general closure of
the West and Gaza Strip.

Netanyahu has steadfastly
refused to end the sanctions
unless the Palestinians self-
rule security forces arrest
scores of Islamic militants who
Israel says are planning further
attacks.

" Hcd:mm here Sunday on a
ur- , accom ed

Israeli business mﬁ:"fmhi
trip focused on boosting eco-

nomic links. He is to leave
Wednesday for South Korea.

Netanyahu was only the sec-
ond Israelli prime minister to

——— ———— =
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ish and Iraqi

visit Japan. which has de-

stinian territories

Arafat. who met an

on Arab countries for its President Hosni Mubarak in

oil needs and tried to play a

the Mediterranean port city

middle man with its economic Alexandria said Israel is

might in the Middle East peace
process.

Meanwhile, the United
States renewed Monday its call
to Palestinians to cooperate
with Israel in fighting terror-
ism as Secretary of State
Medeleine Albright pondered
plans for her east trip.

Albright discussed the need
to press Palestinian leader
Yasser Arafat to cooperate with
Israel during a conversation
with Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu on Satur-
day. he added.

Washington hopes that

ess in the coming days”
will allow Israel to release
funds it is withholding from the
Palestinian Authority, the
spokesman said.

PT1 adds: Palestinian leader
Yasser Arafat on Monday said
Israel is 'Lﬂhuma.l'li m:a;l
sures against his people an
vowed that they will not “kneel”
despite the pressure on them
after the closure of West Bank

R N
R

coast overnight, police-

, . , but others were from Sri Lanka and
Bangladesh. Police was unable to say exactly how many immigrants disembarked on the

and the Gaza Strip.

Asia rest in a school in the village of

more than
id Tuesday.

Calabria coast near the town of Catanzaro, as they believed some 100 managed to flee after

landing, including the crew of the boat they came with.

— AFP/UNB photo

he fails to restore stability

PHNOM PENH. Aug 26: De-
spite st a coup that has
ignited a new outburst of civil
warfare, strongman Hun Sen
vowed Tumda]ﬂ to return secu-
rity and stability to Cambodia
and pledged to give up power if
he fails, reports AP.

Speaking at a graduation
ceremony for business students,
Hun Sen declared he would not

resent himself as a candidate
or elections he has promised
for May 1988 if his programme
to restore security is not im-
plemented.

Hun Sen claimed he had a
long-term strategy to crack
down on rampant crime that
has emer in recent years, in-
cluding drug trafficking, armed
robberies and kidnappings.

"If I cannot su , it would
be useless for me to remain in
office for another term.” said
Hun Sen, who de his co-

remier in a tense coalition,
nce Norodom Ranariddh, in
a coup July 5-6,

Hun n's larger, better-
equipped military forces chased
Ranariddh's partisans to the
border with ailand as he
consolidated undisputed con-
trol of the capital.

However, the prince's men
have put up a stubborn defense
of the border of O'Smach
for the past two weeks. defying
Hun Sen's orders to his generals
to capture it. About 22, civil-
ians have fled the fighting to
Thailand.

Hun Sen's has refused
to acknowledge the fighting
continues, ¢ for over a
week O'Smach 350 kilometres
mnﬂtalmillr:] I:ﬁ:rthwcat of the

ital, en. Reporters at
gep border confirm Ranariddh's
forces remain in the town.
was light Tuesday,
but a Reuters television cam-
eraman at the border was
by a bullet. A wounded
resistance fighter was allowed
inte Thailand for medical
treatment.

The National Assembly ear-
lier Tuesday opened debate on
legislation aimed at depoliticiz-
ing the armed forces before next
Mai;s elections.

ow free and fair those elec-
tions will be is considered a
crucial test for whether the in-
ternational community will ac-
cept Hun Sen's government.

The prince — now in exile in
Bangkok — was voted out of of-

fice after the coup by the Hun
Sen-controlled National As-
semnbly and was replaced by Ung
Huot, the foreign minister,
widely seen as a puppet.
In an attempt to create legit-
imacy for his rule, Hun Sen has
romised the Association of
outheast Asian Nations,
which has tried to mediate an
end to the crisis, that he will
hold elections.

Ranariddh would be barred
from participating, however,
unless he undergoes a trial on
Hun Sen's accusations that he
illegally brought weapons into
the country and was planning
to use former Khmer Rouge
guerillas to stage terrorist at-
tacks.

Cracking down on rampant
crime could increase Hun Sen's
popularity. He has ordered offi-
cials to close illegal casinos,
seize illegal weapons and rid
the highways of illegal police
and army checkpoints used to
shake down travelers.

Hun Sen, who has more than
1,500 bodyguards __ said that
regulations were being drafted
to determine the number of
guards allowed for business-
men, politicians,

......
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Florida Governor Lawton Chiles (C) speaks to the press after signing a settlement deal

with the US tobacco industry worth 11.3 billion USD on Monday in West Palm Beach,
Florida. The Florida settlement is the largest ever in a tobacco suit and will be used to
recover public funds used to treat sick smokers and finance anti-smoking campaigns.

— AFP/UNB photo

to make the Palestinian people
kneel.

"Palestinians will never
kneel,” the Middle East News
Agency (MENA) quoted him as
saying

Meanwhile, the Palestinians
hoped the United States and Eu-
rope would extend help in urg-

Israel to lift the closure and

Measures.

Chief Palestinian negotiator
Saeb Erekat on Sunday sent a
letter to US envoy Dennis Ross,
European Union representative
Miquel Moratinos and other
Ica?lcn and referred to the Is-
raeli action.

Arafat said Mubarak offered
him valuable advice on how to
face Israeli measures.

Israeli Premier B:n{amln
Netanyahu ordered the closure
of the West Bank and Gaza after
the July 30 bombing in a
Jerusalemm marketplace which
killed 14 Israelis. More than
100,000 Palestinians are un-
able to travel to Israel to resume
work following the closure.

ITTN.-."‘T: '

ISLAMABAD, Aug 26: Pak-
istan Monday stro opposed
India’'s bid to secure a perma-
nent membership in the United
Nations Security Council say-
it iIs unac ble on moral,
legal and diplomatic grounds,
says PTI.

How come India seek mem-
bership in a council through
backdoor, whose resolutions it
has persistently violated with

b nity and it is un
FIE:lllﬂi Minister for

mation and media develop-
ment, Mushahid Hussain u.idp
According to reports avail-
able here.

Mushahid, who was address-
in# a two-day conference on
fifty years of Kashmir dispute
at Muzaffarabad in Pakistan
occupied Kashmir (POK), called
upon the world community to
block India's entry into Secu-
rity Council as it is the onl
rt:_mh int_héuplrtnft.hcwu
whic ysically expanded
its borderl.p ¥

This is the first time that a
Pakistani minister has open

nfor-

1
‘opposes! Indig'y bid (o get a pe.

m. carher.flﬂ‘ﬁi;lln wg;
i y opposing move
advocating the theory that in-
stead of permanent members,
the nﬂn—gcrmanent member
catepory should be expanded.

harif to meet
Clinton in NY
Sept 22

ISLAMABAD, Aug 26: Pak-
istan's Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif will meet US President
Clinton in New York on
September 22 to discuss "sub-
stantive issues”, including the
status of the India-Pakistan
dialogue in the light of the re-
cent rder skirmishes, Pak-
istani officials said, according
to India Abroad News Service.

Pakistan-China relations,
the U.S. support to Islamabad's
dealings with the International
Mo Fund, the Afghan sit-
uation and terrorism are also

to fi in the discus-
sions, the officials said.

The is to be
"more than ceremonial,” offi-
cials here say. Sharif is visi
New York to attend the 52n
session of the UN General As-
sembly.

A Foreign Ministry official
told IANS the Sharif-Clinton
meeting will not be part of the
ceremonial meetings Clinton
will hold with visiting digni-
taries on the first da the As-
sembly. It will be held sepa-
rately at some other time and

wmllﬁi:lian Prime Minister 1 K
Gujral has reportedly declined
to advance the date of his visit
to New York to coincide with
the visit of President Clinton.
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| Despair increases health

risks in middle-aged men

DALLAS , Aug 26: Middle-
mern1 who feel hopeless or
of themselves as failures

| may develop atherosclerosis,

the narro of the arteries
that leads to heart attacks and
strokes, faster than their more
optimistic counterparts, re-

searchers rt, reports AP.
People w ressed high
levels of despair a 20 per

cent eater increase in
athﬂ-o.cﬂ;-mm over four years,
to a report in the Au-
st issue of the American
eart Association journal Ar-
t\?ﬂnlclcrnﬂl, Thrombosis and
“This is the same magnitude
;:nf increased risk that ﬂ:H u::s
n comparing a pack-a-da
smoker to a Eunnn'ﬂukcr," leag
author Susan Everson said

Monday.
"People need to rec se
that this sense of up that

many people feel has strorig
cardiovascular consequences.
Steps should be taken to try to
ch e their situation so the

ope or become more op-
timistic,” said Everson, an as-
sociate research scientist at the
Human ation Laboratory
of the Public Health Institute in
Berkeley, California.

Earlier studies have associ-
ated hopelessness with heart
disease, attack and death
from heart disease. This latest

stucly, however, sought to exam-

ine the influence of hopeless-
ness earlier in the disease pro-
cess, while the arteries were in
the process of narr i

e findings. while not un-

niver-
sity Medical Centre.

“This is one of the first
studies of humans that has
looked at the actual atheroscle-
rosis process and has shown a
strong relationship,” he said. "1
am not surprised we have
now demonstrated that psy-
cglumta] factors may play a
role.”

Atherosclerosis is a pro-
disease in which fat,
cholesterol, cellular waste
products and calcium collect in
the blood vessels, their

ability to deliver oxygen and
nutrients.

Exactly how hopelessness

speeds up arte narro
isn't yet clear, l&u‘m w
She noted that depression,
anxiety and other types of psy-
chological stress can affect

s central nervous system,
influencing the production of

stress hormones.

For Everson's FI'D]EEL men
participa in a arE heart-
disease study in were
qucstloncd“f a t their outlook
on life.

Battle for key town in north
Lankan troops, Tigers

exchange mortar fire

COLOMBO. Aug 26: Sri
Lankan troops and Tamil
rebels exchanged mortar fire as
the army regrouped Tuesday for
a final assault to capture a
tn:n. cﬂh::trul of which i:ﬂcru-
cial in the government's efforts
to push the rebels further north,
reports AP.

"Operation Certain Victory”

four months ago to gain
control for a land route to the
isolated Jaffna Peninsula,
where 500,000 people have to be
sent food by a sea.

The mi Ita.rf said five days
of fighting last week for
Puliyankulam town, on the
main northern highway killed
360 guerillas and 48 soldiers.
The area is 235 kilometres (146
miles) north of Colombo, the

capital.
But the rebels said Tuesday
that only 76 of their fighters

were killed. They did not com-

mcgi on nﬁi‘}lh caﬁ:.ln]tiu. :
nce ting n, only

one-third of the 70-kilometre

(45-mile) road through rebel
i

terrifory has been
figh has killed 1,200 rebels
and soldiers and wounded
2.000 soldiers. Details for rebel

injuries were not available.

Both sides often delay re-
porting th:itrc actual death tolls
or exaggerate casualties to keep
up morale.

It is impossible to verify the
claims since the government

does not allow journalists into

the area.

The military offensive has
stalled several times as the
Iy Mg o b g g
alties. Fierce ting -
terred young men from joining
voluntarily and there is no con-
scription. The military does not
give details of recruitment.

The number of rebel fighters
has also diminished. The mili-
tary estimates that the rebels
have about 4,000 fighters.

Government troops were
hunting for rebel mines and
booby traps Tuesday, as they
prepared to move forward
again, military officials said.

The rebels are ting for a
separate homeland in northern

1983.

Israeli troops demolish

4 Palestinian houses

BETHLEHEM, West Bank,
Aug 26: [sraeli soldiers demol-

ished four Palestinian houses

on Monday, sparking clashes
with stone-throwing youths,
witnesses said, reports AFP.

The houses had been built
without permission, accord
to the Israeli authorities, w
virtually never authorise the
construction of Palestinian
homes.

The soldiers ed fire with
tear and rubber bullets at
vouths who pelted them with
stones after two houses were
torn down in Nahalin village
near the West Bank city of -
lehem, witnesses said.

When the owner of one of the
homes, Hamza Fanun, refused
to leave the house, the soldiers
removed him by force, dr
him on the ﬁmund for 20 metres
(vards) and hitting him, his
nephew said.

During the clashes another
resident, Fahima Ahmed
Mussa, 50, collapsed from a
nervous attack and was briefly
hm:}:ita]iacd. hospital sources
sai

Meanwhile, Israeli authori-
ties also tore down two homes
in the Al-Zaim neighbourhood
of East Jerusalem in a continu-
ation of a campaign which has

demolished over 40 homes in
the West Bank and Jerusalem
this month.

The two homes in Al-Zaim

were owned Mohammed Abu
al-Hawa and Sherif Shweiki
and had total of 20 liv-

ing in them, said the Jerusalem
Media and Communications
centre, a Palestinian research
group.

The second home in Nahalin
was owned by Mohammed
Shakarneh Ghayada, residents
said. Five other homes owned
by his and Fanun's relatives
have also received demolition
warnings.

Israeli military administra-
tion spokesman Peter Lerner
said: "All procedures were
scrupulously observed. We
asked the owners to stop the
work without permits,
but they not heed our warm-
ings and we had to intervene."

Last week, Palestinian Local
Administration Minister Saeb
Erakat said Israel had de-
stro 39 homes in the West

and east Jerusalem this
month in a wave of demwolitions
launched under a security seal
im s on the territories since

Kabila's forces

didn't

massacre

refugees in May: Mandela

PRETORIA, South Africa,
Aug 26: President Nelson Man-
dela said Monday he believed
that Congolese President Lau-
rent Kabila's forces did not
massacre tens of thousands of
Rwandan refugees in May, re-
ports AP.

"He assured me that this al-
legation was false and that at
no time did his own peo get
involved,” Mandela said at a
news conference with Kabila. "]
have no reason whatsoever to
doubt him".

Human rights officials have
accused Congolese troops of
killing as many as 200, peo-
ple as lhl?' swept Kabila to
power in May. UN officials are

investigating the reported mas-
sacre,

Kabila said his troops only
killed Mobutu's soldiers, not
civilians.

The joint news conference
Monday was part of Kabila's
visit to South Africa intended
to discuss economic develop-
ment in the former Zaire.

But Mandela made it clear
that his major interest was the
massacre allegations.

It is the first time Mandela
has spoken about the alleged
massacres. The show of support

from one of Africa's most re-
spected leaders is an important
rize for Kabila, who overthrew
ormer President Mobutu Sese
Seko in May.

Mandela had not met with
Kabila since the Congolese
leader rose to :

Other African leaders trav-
eled to Kinshasa in July to de-

Kgnneth KEnda
seeks Mandela’s

help to save
his life

JOHANNESBURG, Aug 26:
Former Zambian president Dr
Kenneth Kaunda, yesterday ap-
pealed to South African Presi-
dent Nelson Mandela to save
Ir-;jt;r life from the Zambian secu-

forces, reports PT1.

Dr Kaunda, who was shot
and wounded on Saturday, as
heavily armed police opened
fire at an rally near
capital Lu . Said
talk to President Mandela
about the threat to his life and

the absence of a democ in
Zambia. "

nounce a UN attempt to investi-
gate claims of refugee mas-
sacres by Kabila's forces.

But South African officials
declined to attend, saying Man-
dela was tired from a recent
trip to the Far East and
Fnrelﬁn Affairs Minister Aziz
Pahad had recently visited
Congo, South African officials
said.

After months of government
resistance, the UN investigating
team arrived in Kinshasa Sun-

day.
At Kabila's insistence, a
team leader ally
the UN was because
alleged bias nst the new

government. Kabila also de-
manded that the team not only
look into events since the start
of Kabila's rebellion in Septem-
ber 1996, but also inves te
atrocities da back to 1

ly committed by Mobu-
tu's

"We have been niuafnr
those people a long time. are
having doubts about their own
brief.” a smiling Kabila told the
in Pretoria.

Most of t believed
killed were Rwandan Hutus who
had fled into eastern Zaire in

1994 to escape reprisals,



