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Positive Change has been Brought in the Thinking of Government — owsise saadat

Privatisation: Lack of
political support, public
awareness mar the

precess

This has been bytt;rr and]
a disa tmen us.
wh.lnd that m to
that it is an mﬂaﬂwﬂﬂ-
cal process. We gov-
ermnment with tec al solu-
tion for privatisation. But un-

less political support is secured,
technical solution alone cannot

of privatisation with
agreement that a certain per-
centage of sale price would go to
the banks. This strategy proved
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For example, the system
m an enterprise cannot be
unless it gets a minimum
Eﬁnﬂ price. In such cases,
were m get that
minimum price process
for years together. But
that time, the liabilities of
en ses would go higher
making the prefixed minimum
even more elusive. More-
over, sale of SOEs needs the
of the Prime Minister

h is time consuming.

Governance: Much ado

without resuls

More than necessary studies
have been done by the govern-
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Owaise Saadat who served in the World Bank'
and Education for long five years, was closely i
Now he has been posted in Washingto
correspondent Inam Ahmed extensively on his experience about

different areas of actions.

ment and donors regarding
administrative reforms. Again,
unless there is any political
will, administrative reforms
will not take place.

The aims of reform had been
: 1) to change in the attitude of
civil servants to serve; 2) to
change traditional rules and

tions. A visionary politi-
leadership is required to
reach these s which have
been su done in coun-
tries like UK, New Zealand,
Costa Rica, Malaysia and even
in India.

I am convinced that the key
to faster economic growth is
Puhlir.- sector management re-
orm, the 's way of
business has to be :

In fact, one can make a lot of
political gains by improving
services in different areas like
health, customs, and what not,
This will necessarily mean no
Job loss or political cost because

wants service.

ment can easily
pick up four or five agencies
which touch everyone's life.
make change in them and show
how to give better services to
people.

ommendation of 'Gov-
ernment That Works' is to cre-
ate self accoun cies like
in UK and New d to de-
liver improved services effi-
grood standard. This ""’a"gmd’“'
standard is not set c]eﬁtey ere,
but this is very im t

I find a rapid fall in the
quality of civil service which
calls for a massive effort to up-
grade their skills. Civil ser-
vants do not have the ability to
analyse cies, and give solu-
tions. ey lack confidence
and all decisions which used to
be taken from the lower level
are now taken from the highest
level of the administration.

Bureau is now too big
which naturally creates the
need for more clearances for

any work and generates more
work. The ratio of class 3 and 4

employees to people taking de-
cision is 13 :1 which is ex-

tremely high.
Governance is an issue
which not only affects the exec-

utive branch, but also the par-
liament and the judiciary. The
parliament is su to hold
everyone accountable for which
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His qulichwani
at his "I'l.lgzpnu residence,
Jumma
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In a message of condolence.
President Shahabuddin re-
called his h:.tﬁ career as a
lawyer and that he con-
tributed significantly to the de-

inthtcm:n::m

MENT
A ON HIS UND

;.fﬁﬁ

‘H_,,-'" \ - .TE...

!

1.
I/

L
H L

|
(T
B

e Y

1

CI=TS S

N

MEANWILLE,
AT NY <y
SECRET BASE
BENEATH

ik

I

|. wld
{ F
P4

———

it has to be s ed to ad-
dress issues forthrightly. But
now, parliamentary n:?orts on
public accounts are delayed by
years which virtually makes
them useless

The judiciary is now over-
loaded and is staffed with peo-
ple that need more and
development to cope with the
demand of the modern econ-
omy. This has to be addressed
immediately.

Banking Sector: Shock
therapy for defaulters is
necessary
Financial Sector Reform

had mixed results.
s Gleotis beng thav it he
started bringing discipline and
deregulation in the banking
sector. A general awareness was
created on the weak state of the
sector. But the job remained
undone.

We overestimated the ability
of NCBs to improve their per-
formances. As a result even af-
ter Tk 4000 cr recapitalisation
of the NCBs, they are in a worse
shape after five years because of
their bad loans. We thought
more capital would solve their

roblems. The NCBs faced con-

ict of interest because the gov-
ernment was both the owner of
these banks and also borrower
from them. Private commer-
cial banks are also equally in
bad shape because of their
decisions. The Bangladesh
Bank was mainly responsible
for the state the gCEs are now
in because of its failure to en-
force laws. We had not been able
to do three for the NCBs :
1) 1mg]ruving their manage-

ment; 2) upgrading legal frame-

work; 3) stn:rﬁthmlng the regu-
latory authority.

I must give credit to the gov-
ernment because over the last
one year, a positive change has
been brought in the thinking of
the government. It wants to do
whatever is needed to improve
the banking sector without an
lure of credit from the Worl
Bank.

The government is saying
whether WB gives it loans or
not, it wants to tackle the bank-
ing problems. The AL govern-
ment was burdened with the
problem of cleansing the

garbage created by the past gov-

n as Bangladesh country anc

ernments. I must laud the fol-
lowing steps of the government
to bring discipline in the
sector :
pecﬁ thask furcedhas
the Bangladesh
Bank to pursue the loan de-
faulters,
2. A cell has been formed to
ther evidence whether loans
ave been "criminally.” A
teamn of lawyers has been
formed to prove criminal intent
in borrowing through false col-
lateral or wilful default. It can

be called a "dream team" for any

ﬁnvernment wanting to tackle
oan default.

3. Task forces have been
formed to address CBA activi-
ties and interference with the
management. This is a major

devel ent.
4.%&1 reforms are being
done in a big way. The lacunas

of Artha Rin Adalat are going to
be addressed to make the court
more effective, and the new
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Jatiya Party (Z-M) he a rally protesting price hike of

fuel and police action during Sunday's hartal in front of

the Jatiya Press Club yesterday.
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Hanbni:uddin
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performing at Sonargaon

Hotel's Cafe Bazar on the occasion of the hotel's 17th an-

niversary recently.

nvolved with various im

bankruptcy law will help in re-
covering defaulting loans.

9. Four chartered accountant
firms have been appointed to

s resident mission in Dhaka as Unit Manager of Private Sector Development, Finance
portant reform programmes supported by the World Bank.

hor person. Before leaving Dhaka, he talked to The Daily Star
the reform programmes. The following are his observations on

audit the portfolios of the NCBs
to find out, in collaboration
with fnretﬁn firms, what is the
status of the banks.

For the first time a govern-
ment is pursuing the defaulters,
Those who say that this effort
will thwart private investment
in the country are saying so for
self-preservation, to protect
themselves. [ believe a shock
treatment was necessary for de-
faulters.

Telecommunications :
Reform record impres-
sive, but system is
bound to crash without

regulation

The reform record in the
telecommunications sector is
quite impressive. But the big
constraint in telecommunica-
tions operation is the lack of an
effective regulatory authority.
The Telecommunications Regu-
latory Board (TRB) was set up
two years ago, but it has no
technical staff as yet. In a
multi-operator environment , a
system is bound to crash with-
out effective regulations.

The regulatory agency has to
act as an umpire in tariff shar-
ing, consumer protection and
frequency band management.
Frequency band is the most

recious asset a country can
ave. The frequency band for
New Delhi was sold tor 500 mil-
lion dollars. The air space is
limited, but unfortunately

when the first cellular phone
service was introduced here, it
was given a wide band range on
a perpetual basis. So, n:ﬁuﬁatiun
of band needs to be tec nically
u ;

€ government is yet to in-
troduce competition in fixed
telephone line where the BTTB
holds the monopoly. Modern
technology is gone so far that
wireless telephoney can be
given at a very low cost for local
small purpose use. Through this
technology, you can connect
10000 users at a cost of 10000
US dollars. But the mono ly
in fixed telephone is hlm‘:ﬂ:lg
the expansion of the service.

We hope that the new
telecommunications policy will
be approved hY the cabinet very
soon and include competition

in fixed line telecommunica-
tions.

The WB is considering a 40
million dollar project to
strengthen regulatory capacity
of the government, strengthen
frequency management capac-
ity and upgrade facilities of ex-
changes that provide intercon-
nection among various opera-
tors in the country.

Trade: Improvement in
trade sector
administration is a must

Bangladesh has done better
than other South Asian neigh-
bours in trade reforms. Still
there is a need for further liber-

“the trade basket.

alisation and rationalisation
of tariff structure.

The dispersion in tariff is
significant on major items in
me quanti-
tative restrictions which are
there to protect public corpora-
tions like BPC has to be re-
moved.

There are also politicall
sensitive items like Sout
Asian films to be looked at,
Who you're to fool by re-
stric these films? All video
shops have them. The main
things to be done are ;

1} Rationalisation of tariff

2) Removal of end-user dis-
criminatory preferences. For
example, there are two different
rates for import of sugar for
cough syru?hand for direct con-
slumpt:iun. is breeds corrup-
tion.

3) Withdrawal of quantita-
tive restrictions: The overrid-
ing philosophy in trade reform
has to be that Bangladesh's in-
dustrial growth strategy pri-
marily has to be export oriented

because of the relatively small
domestic market and the com-
paratively limited purchasing
power of consumers.

Therefore, it should be more
aggressive than neighbnuﬂ#
countries to adjust its tariffs
which would provide positive
incentives to export oriented
industries.

4) Another critical element
is to take measures to improve
administration of the wrade sec-
tor. For instance, the delays
and rent seeking in customs
administration, the difficulties
with duty drawback and the
limited scope of the special
bonded warehouse — all con-
strain an efficient export indus-

try.
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God’s Faithful or Unfaithful Servants?

by A F M Mohiuddin

Brushing aside others, who do not necessarily share
same religious-political conviction, though may be
pious men, is tantamount to unfaithfulness and thus

OD has entrusted hu-

manity with the task

of taking care of His
Book and transmitting it to
generation to generation. Tak-
ing care obviously means ad-
hering to the ﬂnnci les, codes
aﬁld r1i111|:3I ens rlnI lnslit and
thus,. leading a religiou -
nified life. 113hg: Boukg:gurgn?ji%-
self unequivocally declares its
opposition to any kind of inter-
Frctatinn based upon one's own
ancy and whims. Thus any
kind of Quranic interpretation
has to be in conformity with the
traddillljﬂna n:'] the Prophet (SM)
and his rightly guided compan-
ions. and must reflect onels gn.

!
rit ﬂ}lﬂ.ﬂ an essenti ’
Ert Ufl lént:rwite||:lngg|': with lheqr: !

of humanity.

Altho Quranic tradition
itself is against any kind of
compulsion, dogmatism and in-
tolerance, an :mcrgin%cﬁhc-
nomenon among some ev-
ers seems to be yielding to what
can be characterized contraven-
tion to Islamic principles.

atism has never been al-
lowed in any of the Semetic re-
ligions — Judaism. Christianity
and Islam — all having their
roots in Middle East or West
Asia. In actual fact religious
dogmatism led to the separa-
tion between church from state
in the 16th century Europe. At
the heart of 15th century Euro-
pean Renaissance was a de-
mand for a free and liberated
soul of European man, which
eventually consolidated the
dismantlement of superim-
posed 'values' by the Catholic
church; hence, the end of Pope's
formal interventionist role in
social polity.

Manipulating religious
tenets and making full use of
them to serve the political or
even religious interest of few is
not a new phenomenon, albeit
it is getting a legitimate ground
nowadays, it has always ex-
isted. Those who claim to be ‘de-
fenders of faith' often tend to
have religious monopoly over
others {.e. the people who may
be religiously conscious but not
inclined to make religion a
litical ball. It seems that reli-

Call for resolute commitment to
make Bangladesh progressive

Ycu.u;f scholars at a seminar
in the city yesterday laid em-
phasis on fixing some ts to
put the country at a take-off
(lJL;ﬁ: by the year 2025, reports

The upcoming generation
with sacrosanct commitment
will have to determine what
kind of a nation the country
really wants to be in a competi-
::rjcd era of globalisation, they

Bangladesh Institute of In-
ternational and Str Stud-

ies (BIISS) d«l‘y-
long seminar titled "Youth's Vi-
sion of 2025".

State Minister for Youth and
Sports and Cultural Affairs
Cﬁﬂu‘l Quader the
seminar with a call a reso-
lute commitment to make a
Bruﬁrnul and progressive

e stressed the need for
"quick measures and their
implementation to check
erosion of moral values of
the th" and emphasised the
n for quality education to
rear up the youth as worthy cit-
izens to shoulder the leadership
of the country.

Prof Mozalffar Ahmed of
Dhaka University presided over
the inaugural session while Bl-
ISS Director General Brigadier
Muhammad Shahedul Anam
Khan delivered the welcome ad-
dress. Dr Shahin Afroz of the

institute was the coordinator.
The seminar also suggested
widening scope of education,
devolution of power, curbing
violence and drug abuse, intro-
duction of latest technologies,
strengthening privatisation
process, more investment and
arejgucmg dependency on foreign

PM’s donation

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday donated Tk
12.50 to the families of 25
Feoplc who died in a stampede
n two garment factories at
Mirpur in the city on July 30,
reports UNB.

She gave a cheque of Tk
i'.'iﬂ_tm to each of the 25 fami-
les.

A small girl, Shapna, who
lost her mother Rizia in the in-
cident, came to the Prime Min-
ister without any guardian to
receive the cheque. Shapna,

ed about four. has none to
take care of her.

The Prime Minister directed
the concerned officials to send
Shapna to a government-run
orphan and open a fixed de-
posit of Tk 50, for her.

Earlier, Hasina handed over
a cheque of Tk two lakh to the
wife of Ustad Afzalur Rahman,
who came to the Prime Minis-
ter's office along with her two
daughters.

showing disregard to God's message.

ous dogmatism has been on

e rise in Indian sub-continent
since the British imperial rule,
though during that time it was
not as vocal, militant and as-
sertive as today. In fact reli-
gious dogmatism has replaced
traditionally reputed religious
t:slcrance utg:l[sﬂam Ln Slguth

ia. er the tish co
rule enfed. ther:l hhs' been
steady rise of religious fanati-
cism. Probably late Abul Ala
Mawdudi stands out as one of
the most distinguished reli-
glous extremists who founded
an Islamic political party.
However, it is important to
point out here that Mawdudi
was in fact a r student in
math, history and geometry
which prompted him to drop
out from school at the age of
fifteen. He subsequently se-
cured a job in an Indian Urdu
daily, afterwards he success-
fully climbed the ladder of
journalism until he became an
‘Islamic leader”. Given Maw-
dudi's background, it is obvious
that he did not have any strong
and thorough religious orienta-
tion. Later when he founded an
Islamic political party, which
was d ed with the charge of
remarkable political consider-
ation, he actively engaged in po-
litical Islam and demanded a
return to puritanical Islam of
the 7th century Medina. His call
for establishment of an Islamic
state coincided with the disin-
tegration of Indian sub-conti-
nent where Pakistan emerged
as an independent state. Thus,
his demand in relation to the
formation of an Islamic state
was Iintended for Pakistan,
though he was opposed to parti-
tioning of sub-continent. Dur-
ing the life time of Mawdudi,
whoever went against his polit-
ical Islam came under severe
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criticism from his handful ex-
tremist followers. This tradi-
tion of religious arrogance is
still perpetuated the
mverz:ﬁnus disciples of the late
unsuccessful Islamic political
leader.

However, we« are at the

-threshold of-a new-millennium.

This millennium is_likely to
o revaii onary
changes inconceivable to us few
decades . In addition. we live
in a global village where unin-
terrupted flow of information is
very accessible to everybody
and it is bringin% people of dif-
ferent cultural formations to-
gether. Further, global eco-
nomic and political interde-
pendency among nation states
is the archetype of world situa-
tion. This interdependency, ac-
cording to John Exposito — a
prolific writer and professor of
comparative religion at George
Washington University, is fur-
ther enhanced through global
religious pluralism and toler-
ance. In fact religious coexis-
tence and tolerance was the
driving guide when the Prophet
of Islam (SM) formulated the
charter of Medina, which paved
way for the infant faith (Islam)
and its believers to live in har-
mony with the Jew and Chris-
tian communities in Medina.
Islamic history nevertheless
testifies that it never encour-
ages any form of religious dog-
matism and intolerance.

Some vested Islamic politi-
cal parties in this part of the
wrlltjl tend to believe that thf}r
possess a God-given to le-
gitimately decﬁre eir politi-
cal opponents non-believers,
deviationists etc. on account of
different political belief and di-
vergency. In today's world
when, supposedly, reconcilia-
tion replaced confrontation,
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held a rally in support of their various demands in front of
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the Jatiya Press Club yesterday. — Star photo
Govturged tostop ~ PhD awarded

- ami R Md Monjur

an[l ISI 2 C Hossain, As-

late Pro-

activities fessor (Civil).

By Staff Correspondent BIT Khulna,

Zaker Party (ZP) Chairman has been aw-

Peerjada Alhaj Mostafa Ameen arded PhD

Faisal yeste -I h“id that b::hr ?ﬁgfﬂ {[‘;‘:ﬁ

overnment wi t .
"nlll::clliu:':‘hlFlE f:r :IL{ Engineering

e respo
“anti-Islamic activities" in the
country.

He was addressing the Na-
tional Committee of the party
at its Banani central office in

the city.
He urged the government to
stop such "anti-[slamic activi-

ties" with a firm hand.

Department of BUET for his
thesis entitled "Non-linear fi-
nite element analysis of wall-
beam structures”, says a press
release.

He is the third son of late
Mohammad Hossain of Piro-
jpur town.

respect for territorial inte

of others replaced forceful i:%r-la.t}'1r
sion, r:li%‘luus dogmatism can-
not continue. Brushing aside
others, who do not nccessarl:]'
share same religious-politic
conviction, though may be pi-
ous men, is tantamount to un-
faithfulness and thus showing
disregard to God's message.

True enough, Islamic reli-
gion requires some kind of
tenacity in terms of preac
it, but this does not constitute
religious dogmatism because
this breeds fanaticism and reli-
gious arrogance which eventu-
ally causes decomposition of re-

_:i%iuua fabric. w:;:d. my
tement ¥ not be

misconstrued as anti-Is-
lamic political participation,
rather what [ am sa is that
Islam demands a complete and
unconditional submission to
Almighty God alone. And ls-
lamic political participation is
not to climb the ladder of polit-
ical or state r and
it sole ut%!ecuvt of [slamic poli-
tics, rather actively engaging
oneself to serve the community,
striving to remove their hard-
ship, devoting to the greater
service of humanity and to help
them improve their condition
are the very essence of Islamic
politics. Fighting, killing and
opposing fellow co-religionists
in view of different political
orientation is tantamount to
disobedience to God's injunc-
tions. Therefore, time is just
ripe for us now to do away with
alﬁnnna of dogmatism and in-
stead, we should embrace prag-
matism, tolerance and com-
passion which will facilitate a
peaceful religious harmony
among co-religionists as well as
ple of other religious groups.
Bf: must uphold universalism
and passionate side of Islamic
faith which encompasses all
humanity irrespective of
colour, caste, ¢ and politi-
cal belief.

The writer is an h Llit-
erature graduate from Interna-
tional Islamic University,
Malaysia.
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NU to introduce
post-graduate
courses
By Staff Correspondent

The National University
Senate in its fourth meeting
Sunday, approved introduction
of post-graduate academic
courses and creation of an In-
stitute of Humanities and So-
cial Sciences for research ac-
tivities under the university,
said a press release.

The meeting, attended by 49
of the 62 of the Senate,
approved the revised budget for
ﬂ!:t fiscal 1996-97 and the
budget for 1997-98.

Syed Ahmed Hossain, Hon-
ourary Treasurer uthih'I:fl un.l’»'::rﬂ'-f
sity, establishmen
a é-ﬂ]:trn;pg;cd Excellence after the
name of Bangabandhu at

Tungipara in Gopalganj for
e nndreoeu'cﬂl

higher studies

The meeting, presided over
by Vice-Chancellor Prof
Aminul Islam was attended,
among others, by MPs, divi-
sional commissioners and pro-
fessors of Dhaka University,
Rajshahi University. Chit-
ta.guni!UnIverﬂt_v. Jn:n.narnl-
gar niversity and My-
mensingh Agricultural Univer-

sity, the release added.



