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We Remember Yasmeen The Food-for-Work Approach

by Shaheen Anam
Yasmeen's case has motivated women's groups and lawyers to examine our legal by Morshed Ali Khan back from Rajshahi
were happy. Rashid Mia, a Shukumar Chandra Kar, Ex- months ago. "l make my living

system and make recommendations for law reform.

Growth Centers Get a
Boost

The work occurred in the
lean period when the farmers
were idle days and were
faced with food shortage. The

of the Sub-project-1, Elizabeth
Visser pointed out that trained
social workers were really in

scarcity in the field. The skilled
ones were quickly picked up by
the big NGOs and not many were
recelving training to fill the

OMEN all over
Bangladesh observed
the second Death An-

tion.
Yasmeen's death, however
sad, brutal and savage has in-

failed to ensure the minimum

security for our womenfolk.
Female children and adolescent

first phase of the European
Union (EU) assisted food-for-

work project to improve impor-

farmer from Katagari said the
villagers knew that the mud
would dry up within a month

ecutive Engineer of the LGED
said a total of 132.28 metric
tonnes of wheat was allocated

by begging from door to door,"
she said.

Most women attending the

vacuum in the sector.
The objective of the four-

niversary of Yasmeen, the 14- spired women's groups to con- girls are ularly falling prey | tant road links between two vil-  and allow them to carry their  for the project of which 111.29  class showed visible signs of year Sub-project-1 which
g;a.r-uld girl who was ﬂkkﬁd up  solidate their resources and to every kind of sexual R’ew- lages, was completed. The 11.58  merchandise to Tarash and get  metric F;m{ncu was spent to problem with th;fn pu;{: started in 1996 is to improve
police at Dash Mile. Dina- work unitedly to protest vio- sions and savagery. Women kilometer long earthen road be- 3 better profit. complete the earth work. slowly turning white. A partici- the quality of life and enhance

jpur on the night of August 24,  Jence against women. Because from the poorer w&m of the | tween Tarash and Katagari un-  The LGED engineer pointed Assisting the Poorest of iHing productive employment oppor-
995. Sheufwu raped and  of consistent pressure and mon-  society are made to pay a heav- der Tarash thana of Rajshahi out that eventually thl;u road = EEII:; iﬁrri'?:1 :’}111; ﬁg F;:ing gifﬁ tunities among these people. It

; the Poor roblem :

di:““ E%i”::" }ullu;h:iu o E;;neﬂtﬁ """ﬂﬂ the fﬂﬂ]::dcgn‘?‘;fr::] ;::‘uggul:d:;l Bl.inl'ﬂ\t'im:ll; hf&‘f now enables local farmers and would be made metallic. "We had grown over the 151; one 18 expected to benefit 1,25,000 of
episode of police cover-ups, lies, media, fora and seminars, The tinue to become victims of all | traders to carry their own mer-  raised the road by a few feet to o Thans Loesiock E}[ﬂj e Year. them. In Kurigram, Lal-
tampering with evidence and press has done a tremendous  kinds of violence such as rape, | chandise from one place to an-  bring it to the level of the high. Dr Shahidul Islam was ad 3 The Sub-project-1 is mainly T°Rirhat and Naogaon dis-

police repression (death of 7
people while ﬂ::t:aﬂn; Yas-

Job in bringing to public atten-
tion the violence women face in

murder, assault, acid-t
trafficking, including police

other without depending on the
third man.

ways and the whole stretch has
been built as per engineering

ing a class of about forty women
packed in a room at the Karaj-

run jointly by the Directorate of
Women's Affairs and an NGO.

tricts it aims to benefit 38,000
women during the first year of

meen's death). day has been our society. Some organisa- brutality. To start with, the Local Gov- uirement,” he said explain- 8ram Primary School under the programme.

declared as 'Women's Repres- tions have taken up research Women are no longer willing ernment Engineering Depart- mr:g that the road was now 24 Raninagar thana. The day's les- ';l‘he; TGG' respnnslt:i] i ey |

sion Resistance Day'. and documentation of cases of to suffer in silence. There is | ment (LGED) first picked up the  feet wide and had slope on ei. SON Was on rearing poultry and . 2/1ing. motivating and It also aims to enhance the
Widespread condemnation violence while others are pro- more articulation of protest two villages earmarked by the th ide t pe nutrition : growing awareness among par-  capability of NGOs and the De-

followed € spectre viding legal services. Although than ever before. However, Planning Co ssion (PC) ef 8¢ fo prevent. any. ero- The woileh. &l op ticipants, was selected through  partment of Women's Affairs to

of brutality. People's all the efforts combined may Wwomen will have to become mmi as  sion. ’ NE 3 selection process and compe- support and implement sus-

faith in police, the so-called

await its outcome and can only

seem like a drop in the ocean

lence. The Daily Jonokantha

much more active and alert if

Growth Centers (GC). The pro-

The PC identified 2,100 such

“In the process the local land

there are four GCs. Another

signs of malnutrition and

proved that they were destitute.

tition.

tainable life-improving and in-

guardians of law was badly today, it has future implica- they are serious about a | Ject is known as Integrated owners volunteered to give their POVerty, sat down quietly and : -
shaken as the women's com- m“s}'fm a concerted mn?gmmt dent in this vicious cycle of Food Assisted Development land for the project angdi we are listened to Islam. They were at- The Chiel Technical _H__ Skl Eﬂ"ﬂ‘faﬂﬂg projects.
munity took to the streets in towards building a violence- lence. Women will have to go Project of IFADEP Sub-project-  planning to involve them in tending the class under IFADEP T

ick trial and 1 e BOLHAY: bcmﬂykjonndg EME’:E“E ani 2. other profit making activities Sub-project-1.
Pexalineit. Timrer DR While the above is true, we g, o8 0 S0 C) & A0 Seion A GC is a village with signif- by the roadside,” the engineer The women were holders of
our regret the trial m“mn read and hear everyday about Al ’:ﬂmg“ﬂn;; s ﬂﬂ; icant agricultural importance said. card issued by the Union
an but swift. We now Ore and more cases of vio- muﬁthmugh street activism, a | 2Pd €njoys a trade potential. Under the Tarash thana Parishad Chairmen which

ggught has to be given to ser-

hope that Yasmeen will finally {epurthcia fﬂldﬂ back that vice delivery. Providing ser- centers in the country and such project was to improve the  This vulnerable status enabled
Et’jl.utlu. The case of Yasmeen mhﬂthce lutbmuncl : Cas€s  yices to victims of violence such | plans are underway to improve 13.27 kilometer road linking them to enroll in the project.
now a symbol. Its year. |I€3€ are€ .5 shelters, safe houses, reha- | them all. Every month each one of them

outcome will determine if

every
person is indeed equal in the
eyes of the law, even a poor, 14-

only the reported cases. No one
knows what the actual figures
must be like in a society where
the victim is made to feel much

bilitation, legal services etc,
should become a part of the
movement against violence.
Most importantly, more and

Said the assistant engineer
of the LGED," Before, this road
was in a very bad shape and fit

Mahadevpur with Chattra near
the Atrai river.

The local people claimed
that one fourth of the country's

is entitled to 30 kg of wheat.

Bina Bala Desha, 50, a bene-

ficiary said she had come to at-

{rﬁ:ﬂ!d 'dume:tlc worker like =t ty and ashamed than e Ve Shorld feee for only bull carts to ply on. In atap rice was produced in the tend the class for wheat. Bina. a
nmamm =y the case, we the culprit. A more TOus .1t of the movement. Women dry season the farmers can use area. "We are really happy to see  widow has three sons and a
discovered much to our dismay and sinister trend is now ob- will have to realise that this | rickshaw vans and even mech- this road getting better.” said daughter. One of her sons,
the loopholes existing in our le- mmrd med b b}:jl'ﬂl: victims are fight is for our survival, it has anised carriers on this road.” Matbar Ali of Mahadevpur.” barely four years old, never re- :
gal system. These oles are :v:ldmeéc 0 destroy primary ¢ pe fought by us and won by At the site, the earthen road now we don't have to depend on  turned home after he went to & i ; ol
obstacles to the dispen- ' us. had become muddy due to per-  the brokers to sell our prod- the roadside grocery for buyi L P i 3
the most ng

sation of cases of violence

women and ones that

system

E:nntthel al
ction properly.

to
asmeen's

case has motivated women's

We protest in
strongest terms the inaction of
the authorities in d with
most cases of violence. Our de-
mand for speedy dispensation

We remember Yasmeen with
feelings of immense sorrow. A
mere child of 14 should not
have died in the way she did. No
civilised society should tolerate

sistent rain. But local people

TR EEREEEREN

ET'S hear it for developing

countries with successes

ucts.”

something for the family few

»

Accentuating the Positive to

For destitutes proje-ct- is a ray of hope

#ll‘il*'tl'#*"-.!ti*i‘#tiltll#tttlt##ti*i#t‘!1#t#ii#####!ll#**#*#ll####t-’ltllltll

there is good news — like the

i 1 ing Al
groups and lawyers to examine  of cases and extending exem-  such cruelty. However, we also to celebrate — for those Eﬁﬁi&ﬁ Tﬁgjﬁgg oS by
our tem and make rec- Flﬂr}' punishment to those remember Yasmeen with pride | countries which, despite media Overall, says UNDP, “few
ommenda for law reform. uund‘.ﬁullty has fallen on deaf and reverence. It was her death emphasis on wars and people realise the great ad-
are in fact many - ears. All the promises and as-  that galvanised women to once | catas

which contradict
in our constitution w

HH

ts

laws are outdated and
revision and reformula-

surances of punishing the cul-
prits seem to be only empty
words.

The authorities have totally
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THERE ARE MICE RUNNING
ALL OVER THIS HOUSE. AND
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... ANP YOU
CALL YOURSELF

again take a stand against vio-
lence. A stand from which
women of Bangladesh will no
longer go back.

by Jim Davis
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trophes, have been aln?lﬁd
out for praise in a new United
Nations

report.
Step forward, please, china,
for _halving the proportion of

ﬁnl\detmpolitan

Eliminate the Negative

Poverty should be made a thing of the past, like slavery, colonialism
and nuclear war, says the United Nations Development Programme's
latest Human Development Report. But whatever the future holds,

In poverty *

people living below the national
ﬁvert}- level in 20 years. and
ailland. for almost eradicating

malnutrition in only nine years.

Well done Trinidad and To-
ba%u — closely followed by
Cuba. Chile, gin

velopment Programme's new
human poverty index. UNDP
says human poverty (measured
by | ty. education and ac-
cess to public and private re-
sources, such as health care)
now affects less than 10 per
cent of these countries’' popula-
tions.

Success knows no ideology.
Poverty defined by the trag
tional measure — income —
has been reduced by Sri Lanka

) and Jamaica as well as by

Largest reductions

@Most figures cover a 25-year period

Good news countries

Gemini News Service applauds the great advances that have already
been made. Daniel Nelson writes from London

Largest reductions in

Largest reductions
in adult literacy

China. The UNDP's latest Hu-
man Development Report says
both Costa Rica and Vietnam
have translated the benefits of
economic growth into improve-
ments in people’s lives.

by up to half in 15 years. More
bouquets to the Arab states for
doubling the number of people
with access to safe water in the
same time span, despite severe
economic cutbacks, and for
achieving the fastest decline in
adult illiteracy of any region of
the world.

And a special round of ap-
plause for Oman for "some of
the most rapid advances in
human development ever
recorded.”

4 on national poverty definitions

under-5 mortality rate
(per 1.000 live births)

All societies treat men better
then women, but some develop-
ing countries out-perform much
richer industrialised countries
in gender equality in political,
economic and professional ac-

amas leads Britain. France
lags behind Surinam, Colombia
and Botswana, whiie Japan is
behind China, Guatemala and
Mexico.

About three-quarters of the
poor in developing countries
depend on agriculture for their
livelihoods, so growth in small-
holder productivity in Indone-
sia, Malaysia, South Korea and
Taiwan has played a major role
in poverty reduction.

Even in the midst of crisis,

vances already made. In the

ast 50 years, poverty has
allen more than in the previous
500."

[n little more than a genera-
tion. child death rates in devel-
oping countries have been more
than halved, malnutrition rates
have declined by more than a
third, the proportion of children
out of primary school has fallen
from more than a half to less
than a quarter, and the share of
rural families without access to
safe water has fallen from nine-
tenths to about a quarter.

By 1995, about 60 develop-
ing countries had reached the

2000 target for immunising 90
per cent of their people.

lodine deficiency, the bi t
cause of preventable mental in-
capacity, is on the retreat.
About 1.5 billion more people
had access to iodised salt in
1995 than in 1990. Polio has

U.been eradicated in 110 eoun-

tries. -

Africa has made enormous
gains since the end of colonial-
ism. Life expectancy in 1995
was 10 years longer than in
1960. Half a century ago,
African women were unlikely to
have attended school; by 1995,

gapore and Bouquets for Burkina Faso, tivities. Barbados is ahead of almost half of all adult females
Costa Rica — for performing so the Cambia, Senegal and Zim- Belgium and Italy in the UNDP  were estimated to be literate.
well in the United Nations De- babwe for cutting child deaths ender rankings, and the Ba-  The current annual 12 per cent

expansion of tertiary education
for African girls is unmatched
anywhere else.

Almost every other indicator,
from paved roads to daily
newspaper readership, from the
number of agricultural scien-
tists (a six-fold increase in 30
years) to widespread access to
safe water, has also shown a
significant upward rise.

DANIEL NELSON is Editor of
Gemini News Service.
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Govt has adopted | 6.7 lakh lmparted education | Fax thru’ Internet Attack on Press Club Acupuncture Ershad leaves BNP leaders
supportive policies by Proshika since '90 at a cheaper rate  Resignation of centre opens for Rangpur condemn "police
NGOS: Kibrnia been imparted education in  adult literacy programme, set | ... offered a new service A Chinese Acupuncture and Jatiya Party Chairman HM ProcCeEssions
three different categories under up 3377 centres where 70,577 to send their facsimile mes- bOdy demanded Medical Centre was opened in  Ershad MP leaves capital on a BNP standing committee
Finance Minister Shah AMS Proshika's Universal Educa- persons including 29,716 males at a rate the city Sunday to make the four-day visit to his con- members, vice presidents, joint
mmyﬁ::: m tion Programme (UEP) since and 40,861 females were im- “Tn — cheaper : mmﬂhgﬂigyﬂgﬁgﬂﬁ thousand-year-old classical gtituency in northern Rangpur secretary generals and its city
Sheikh Hasina has adopted LG, ancurdlggst:n ®.peess re-  PAried . education. Earller, youngman has Eﬁlgﬂlﬁﬂd a the attack on the National (rcatment available to the peo-  district. reports UNB. convenor have felicitated the

supportive policies towards the

Proshika, a leading non-

nearly three lakh people were

educated at 14,700 such centres.

from lasd woek. ¢ | oS

Press Club and manhandling of

ple. reports UNB.

The centre will provide

On his way to Rangpur by
road, Ershad will address a

le for observing an allout
Eeap i s UNB.

nder artal day, report
constructive role of the non- [ i journalists BNP activists, d ; rertiis on Sunday
Guernment | organisations | Lhich Undertook the progra.  View 45:641 chidren. inciud. | oo S2dal Akbar of the In-touch and unprovoked police action  LEEIRe 0 e e e Nrgavbar  Kashiaathpes, ,,, 10 @ joint meeting yesterday.
i gl orey mme as its endeavour to supp-  ing 22,563 boys and 23,078 | 1. service in -vent fabibur Rahinan wie eHtienlly Ous pain- stricken patients  Shahjadpur. Bera, Ullapara, demned the “police attacks on
He the NGOs here play | jemen sstmptaplig v, Serd eralio a joint -venture Habibur Rahman was critically linic dai Sherpur and ralli
constructive and sup- } . u:;] g“ ill}t e g!rhl. I dar it mhlﬁdm? with Im -based com- injured during hartal hours 'TOugh its clinic. ﬁhi“ at lg"c* P peaceful prnccssinnsdand hﬁ
: or eradicatin eracy, Schoois un 8 C s E: oxamltoia. at different places” during the
portive role for t en- y. enture. "We are  Sunday, reports BSS. Cultural Counsellor of the ateha at
deavours in” cradication “of | SIS0 R kepic pucoess I schooling programmes. the st company in Bangia”  Hell LTk Natonal Press  Chincac Emibassy b Dhaga Lin i Sl 250 ofer olehs at ol fours o
poverty, illiteracy, - | ek 16 ruvﬂsad éducatian% Proshika. d the 1996- | desh to offer this service for Club under the aegis of Zua Sen inaugurated the Mahastangarh in Bogra and 4 e mccti:lﬂ- presi ﬂgvmt'
ment of women and ut[E:r de- P 97 people to send their inter- adesh Federal Union of Acupuncture and Medical Cen- f ﬁ y y senior vice presiden
facilities to over one lakh period. education Rl facatatle P hold a meeting with the party  prof AQM Badruddoza Chowd-
velopment efforts. twenty-one thousand people E 65,926 mm‘d'ﬂf its non- ; through the Internet.® ﬂm}szu“{%% Ehf:: ﬁ‘ ﬁt Ga = 1333 1. School R?‘d leaders of the district. | hury, also condemned the inci-
- : rmal ucation ; ' ohakhali. Former Secretary The f President wi 2
The ﬂnaﬂ::tc: mmiugr ‘was mﬂlccuﬁnujr sk s e e o EI.E!% He hwvﬂl belong- rally also condemned the fail- Haabitir Rahinian and’ Pircs addrc;a aﬂ;:l:lf“ neeting t Pir- {I!IEII;tihi“ which pl:_?;g{gumm:t
m“d: ‘nf th::ﬁrnt”mlt: n.g: s mm village study cir- Persons who were educa- ruvn:dm impil:‘tﬂ'lr mﬁlﬂ'ﬂﬁm ure ?fthhn;:czmmﬁih manaﬁtc Secretary {Fﬂtﬂﬁcmm} Shi Jing Eafhha on Thursday and at ngusl;’ll}nﬂahjurgm was
%GD ) tion earlier : men n € sanctity Wy attended ction. :
;.mteﬂd: course on S l:lc._::hﬂdrc:; :l sC uﬂﬂlfﬂgaal;: The :.ﬂfﬂ“.w“ e haka. opening the ser-  of the club premises and protect Acupuncturists — Dr Saroj "::f t 2':- “'i"ufﬁ“'ur Enﬂﬂ mlg;;f;aﬁf fﬁﬂu"cﬂnﬁlﬁ,ﬁ
in the auditorium of | its to educate at least 10 tures of Proshika's universal ., Sadat said. club members. e rally de- hangir Alam — will give service Ershad will return to the . 4.4 Habibur Rahman Man-

RAC Centre for Development

lakh people of the country by

response
Tk 1,000, a customer can '

manded resignation of the

on acupuncture, physiotherapy,

capital on Saturday.

dal, commissioner Chowdhu

ﬂducnﬂu:iﬂrmmrm said lit-
. Besides. under eracy Is, among other | open an account. The customer nt committee unless  medical su ., OBS and gyne-
:Ihcmgd emcn- t at Mohakhali in ﬂmter!nclygi?' & o li"'i""vt ":'f.f sttt it thg poor to | can use his fax machine by they condemned the attack on  cology from 4 pm to 6 pm. . b :]k?:]ld aanncfj T:Qhui r::lg:': :

The course was jointly or- | ised over 2000 "pathchakra” cipate eﬂcctiv:g at all making a local call to access the the Press Club by the outsiders It is a practical clinic of AH[]-ISIRH]_IC orces Shabul Alem Prmag

sed by the Organisation of | (study circles) which were de- of society and, thus help s server with his and ensured the safety and se-  Chjnese Acupuncture Traini . The BNP leaders reiterated

m, Associations for Progress | signed to increase and main- them to become potent contrib- | code and account number. curity of the club members. Centre, headed by noted Co more active now, e denmat et e tha ko
(ORAP), Zenzele College of Zim- | tain the habit of reading and  utors to the process of buildi "When about 75 per cent of the Bitterly criticising the at-  (Retd) Dr M Abdus Samad who . cr:a;-,d tend of Cetraleiin
bebwe. World s School | wri of the neo-literates. a just, productive and aquluﬁ deposit is exhausted, we advise tack on a seminar of lawyers at had been trained up on S4AYS Z.P chairman i g P Pe
for International Trainin In the last fiscal year (1996- Social system. the customer to replenish his the Press Club auditorium and  acypuncture under a O- P

(SIT) of Vermont. USA. an
Centre for Development Man-

account,” he said.
He said that his company is

disruption of a women's rally in
front of the club by the hartal

scholarship in China.

By Staff Correspondent
Zaker Party (ZP) chairman

» They also discussed the par-
ty's next course of action and

agemer RAC offe 60 cent lower rate SuU 8. the rally urged all to . Peerjada Alhaj] Mostafa Ameer the nature of future movement.

Hh!::ﬂﬂm.mﬁms in- than l-tl.p: ly BTTB [r€ E‘;“ g’“mt "-"-;1% blé?]d:lmﬂ_ Dea[h annlversary FalaLl has said antivlulamlit P f R h
cluding three women and one charges for sending fax on IDD cratic and autocratic behaviour. The 26th death anniversary forces are more active now in ro ousnan
officer from NGO Affairs Bu- lines. The rally noted with deep of noted freedom fighter the country than ever before.

reau, participated in the course.
The function was also ad-

dressed by Jeff Unsicker of SIT,

Moudud leaves

concern and indignation that
the pro-hartal activists in an
un ted move took shel-

Shahid Zakir Hussain and the
fith anniversary of death of
his father Abdul Karim will si-

He was addressing the ad-

journed meeting of the pnr‘l{‘u
e

standing committee held at t

Ara honoured

Writer and co-

Thandiwe Cornelia Nkomo of ter inside the club building. multaneously be observed in  Party central office at Banani lumnist. Prof
ORAP, Dr Golam Samdani for US BFUJ president Igbal Sob- the city md.; In this connec- yesterday, a party press release Roushan Ara
Fakir of BRAC, Dr Salehuddin Moudud Ahmed, former vice han Chowdhury presided over t(jon a milad mahfil and said. I g Hoque, has
Ahmed, Chairperson of Global and a member of the the meeting while DUJ general Qurankhwani have been ar- He said the recent attac c:;; been conferred
Partnership and Executive Di- NP committee, left  gecretary Azizul Islam Bhutyan ranged at 12/1 A, Motijheel C/A Biswa Zaker Manjil was part with an hon-
rector of B FH Abed. Dhaka for Washington yester- conducted the rally, which was 4t 1'30 pm. the anti-Islamic activities. He orary appoint-
day to join as visiting addressed by senior journalists regretted that the government, ment to the
Kibria said the NGOs tend to at w Univer- and union leaders including Shahid Zakir Hussain died  despite repeated ?3“1' by dif- research board
learn from each other. When we sity, reports UNB. ABM Musa, Habibur Rahman in Comilla by the side of the ferent quarters. did not arrest . J of advisors of
talk about "glumhllhrt:nnbtliﬂf Di! He will teach two F.flu“ic Milan, Golam Sarwar, Abul le}?lh River in ; face to face lhflﬂ“:fkﬁff;i";;lc sisiemeni - w .t}?ﬂmﬁﬂmclﬂuiﬂgi
‘I PP“"'I i o o Jatiya Ganotantrik Party (JAGPA) brought out a proces- courses on international af- Kalam Azad, Shafiqur Rah- ight against the Pakistani n l : ographical Institu :
: niunjrdemandin the rﬂlzale of its leal:iir Shnﬁulp Alam fairs focusing on South Asla in  man, Altaf Mahmud, Kartik army Faisal also m“d'm";d tthgh“_ SR A Jrees release.
FH Abed said NGO attaches € . . the fall semester 1997, begin- Chlltﬂzy. Akhter Ahmed Late Abdul Karim Khan was rest of JAGPA Presiden R Pro Hoc‘ut will participate
great importance to gender eq- | Prodhan and BNP leader Anwar Zahid in the city Khan, Zakaria Kajal, Saiful a founder-member of the Broth- flul Alam Pradhan and de- |; the Institute's research ac-

uity.

yesterday.

— Star photo

ning from Sept 2, according to a
pl:l‘-rdﬂlt.

Alam and Yusuf Pasha.

ers’ Club.

manded his immediate release,

tivities.



