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How Important is Convocation?
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Aga]n ublic universities In e T - — — < i coun i
Hﬂ"ﬂ'ﬂp“?’"h- the Dhaka The university convocations concern three groups of people: degree - receiving students, the university Fﬂﬂ?r?g:l;{%?ﬂﬂdenﬁ off-
About a half of Dhaka road-users were out of | University is huldlng its 40th " ; i ':_ sl : cial duties and responsibilities
Dhaka on a grand holiday spree of four days, the Bﬂ:“f&“ﬂ,?ﬁgﬂgw g i authorities and the government. These three parties have interests, duties and responsibilities with will be greatly hampered and
third of these coming as a gift from the opposition. | cations matter to the J:“dffé}“ fo wﬂ?; ,;ﬁ:;mm = t;-:;lt-
- =¥ . . ho are the primn neficia- both
And workers in Saleha GdranFH worked all right :re: of thcurpgra:i? occasions? about convocation problem. rewards them with their earned  be increased to strengthen the essary and often postponed ul- ;fublic E;P:;lho;m”““j A G
in BNP leader Redwan Ahmed's factory, as gleefully Does it matter to the faculties? The general teachers of the  certificates. backbone of the nation. The timately. The fact is qmie obvious that
projected by BTV. But the truth of the day was a | Does it affect the academic and  universities take convocation The convocation also serves  people has vested this impor- Finally. university convo- .. hoither reasonable nor fea.
1 hartal Sunday as called by the o * administrative performance of day as a vacation. They do not other objectives besides distrib- tant responsibility on their cation ceremonies are OC-  ible on the part of the Presi-
complete hartal on Sunday as ¢ y pPpo the public universities? In have to worry about teaching or  uting degree certificates. The government. Therefore. ensur- casions. Naturally the people in dent to administer sonall
sition led by BNP ostensibly to protest the recent | iper words, 1s the irregularity  other official duties on the con-  students who exhibit special ing accountability of public power do not want to lose these Sl y

university convocation cere-

of convocations in the public  vocation day as the university talents in their course works universities is tantamount to rtunities. Moreover, being

unprecedented spurt in petroleum price. That it

. monies any more.
sities truly a significant  postpones all classes. They and the teachers who show ex-  ensuring government's own ac- e to preside over these cere-

was also called as a part of their movement to oust ;:‘;E;m il S igpaaii] participate in the grand occa-  ceptional performance in their mun?alguty to the public. monies is an indication of ac- What is the Solution?
the government wasn't left unclear by some lead- | golved? If it is a significant slon wearing speclnﬂ gowns and  research and teaching activities ceptability and [;ﬂpulﬂﬂtr of I hope my readers will agree
s problem. how had it n cre- enjoy the day. are also recogni and re- Factors Causing the the head of state. - the  with me on four points.

’ . Kk d ated and perpetuated? These is- It is really difficult to say warded in the convocations. people in power did not wish to First, both from the admin-

Sunday's was a complete hartal in Dhaka an sues and questions need to be  whether the university admin- The ularity of convoca- Problem change the system even if they  jstrative and academic point of
elsewhere in the country. So what? What does it | investigated if we hope to solve istrations had considered o Uon frustrates its p in We have been enjoying polit-  felt it im t and . view, convocation regu-

d what does it do? The hartal was abso- the problems of our public uni- does consider now irregular two different ways. First, it  ical freedom for a half century: But the students must be larly and routinely is very im-

prove and w versities. convocation a problem. How-  causes personal disappoint- first. as the eastern part of given certificates whether or portant for the universities
lutely unnecessary to prove that a large section of According to the news me-  ever, it Is quite certain that the  ments; students are deprived Pakistan and then as an inde- not the convocation takes Second. the fundamental

mments in the past had

dia, the Dhaka University is
not deemed the convocation ir-

expecting to hold a convocation

from the pleasure and happi- t state. The convocation Place. The universities solved
our people were not happy with the petroleum Mie teobiein N i

cause of the convocation

ness of receiving their diplomas roblem has been continuin 1
price spurt. some time this year; the last regularity a problem for the through an august occasion like E;r this whole period of our mg_ troducing the system of Provi- tﬁ:lirugr ml;l;:m:ruﬂuu: IuI*
A full week's press was up to its teeth carrying one was held 27 years ago. The university administration or convocation. nd, it ham- dependence. The fundamental sional Certificates. The system nances require the President to
ublic reaction to the price hike. Hartal may have | media had dramatised the news academics. The present gov- pers the development talents factor that had created this that was supposed to be lempo-  congent to ho of the con-
P : by referring to sonal disap- ernment's view is perhaps not and scholastic activities in the roblem is the university ordi- rary. has eventually turned out
dd but at a totally di ] y ng P y vocation and administer the
added to its denunciation but at a to y dispro pointments tragedies. Be- different from the previous country depriving meritori- nances. to be a t one. occasion personally or through
portionate cost to the economy and public conve- | cause convocations were not ones. ous students and brilliant The Fﬂvmunent is directly It is certain that the convo-  hjg representative.
ie t to mention adding another blow to the held for such a long time, about This convocation problem teachers from recefving special invo with the management cation problem was created by Third, the system of Provi-
nience, no E, two hundred thousand students  could not have continued for awards and recognition of the public universities, be-  Provision of the university or- gjonal Certificates has perpet-
concept of work ethics. had been deprived from recetv- such a time if €s con- University Authorities: Be- cause these institutions are fi- dinances; but it has been defi- uated the
What did the hartal achieve? It didn't do any | ing diplomas through formal cerned considered it a lem. cause the pri objective of nanced from public The nitely perpetuated by the sys-

To solve the problem, it is in-
deed important to know at the

tem of Provisional Certificates.

the universities is to offer de-

Finally, under the rl:l:n. t
occasions. And some of them J{am-

ucation lé re- circumstances, it is nei

Ministry of

achieving besides seriously injuring a journalist, sponsible to supervise and

shall have never the chance

grees, organising convocations

sonable nor feasible part

mounting an attack on the women activists of the as th?v had already left this very beginning whether the on regular basis is an essential monitor the activities of all Can the Existing System  of the President to Eﬂ%“m s

Sammilita Nari Samaj and rampaging on an un- world for eternity. convocation is an important ﬁﬂ of university education. ublic universities and the be Sustained? personally university convoca-
activity of the university educa- us. the distribution of certifi- resident of the country, by tion ceremonies more

precedented scale the National Press Club includ- Is Regular Convocation tion. cates through regular convoca- virtue of his office. is their | do not know the ground or Baved 166 1he sbove Liae.
ing a beat-up of lawyers attending a seminar there. Truly Important? The university convocations tions is simply a routine activ- Chancellor. By the ordinances,  ¢asons based on which the pre-  qatjon ancf’ﬁ?m two

In as much as we denounce police excesses and concem three ﬁ"":f‘ of people: ity of the universities and a re-  the Chancellor must consent to %Nt convocation rule was for- mav be considered to solve

The question may sound de?ree -recetving students. the  gponsibility of the their author- holding a convocation and dis- Mulated. However two facts may lem: i) release the President

journalist Habib's grievous injury,, we also de- | itisnot vernment. These three Regular convocations im-  or through his representative. First, we have inherited the administering the convoca-

nounce the BNP excesses in the Press Club and in | was involved with the ave interests., duties and prove the efficiency of univer- This provision of the ordi- ?l‘l‘.‘ll‘.‘ﬂt educational system tions. and i) discard the Prowvi-

ricultural Uni- responsibilities with respect to sity academic ammes; nances is the root cause of the rom the British colonial power

Bangladesh pro

sional Certificates system.
front of it. We had cautioned the previous opposi- versity from 1969 to 1995, first university convocations. regular and pre-dated convoca- convocation problem of the which created the system so as Relieving the Pr.?:uldem” f
tion party and the present one against making a as a student and then as a  Therefore. the importance of tions pressurise the faculties public universities. Three rea- 'O 8€Tve its own colonial inter- convocation responsibility re-

teacher. | cannot recall whether r convocations should be  and university authority to sons can be discerned. First. the  ©8ts. Our political leaders have

quires amending the university

practice of this society shut-up called hartal and [ had ever desired to receive my ¢Xamined from the perspectives com curricula in time. loundation of democracy In our ~ Dot deemed it necessary to re-  ordinances. It is indeed a time.

here are the results of not heeding to that. certificates through convoca.  ©f these three parties. the other hand, irrcg‘uljlr country is vc;'y WI::J}' For the form ttl;i:ey Et:;n On éf € Con-  consuming matter to amend
seek in tions after completion of the Degree-Recelving Studemts: Convocation can seriously eater part of our -century  lrary. been these ordinances. But solvi

hagaﬂl (;a?;;:;? rt;];dﬁzh;ﬁlﬁs P?E?t;lsngltdt?mt bring requirements of my degrees. The primary uhje;:‘thrg of the ham r[ the efficiency u{ﬂth: t;::dnmi we ha“lhechhmrg'd by ﬂai?rlgt;:::'thﬂr private and the lem is indeed a ng

: Perhaps | was so preoccupied university convocation i{s to academic programines. First, mililary people. [herefore, : . In this situation, an al-

AL to power. Misgovernance by BNP did. In fact, and wgrncd about Ectung lpjnb nr;lislril:autl:;"r certificates; there- Irregular convocation means most of the past heads of state ond, when Pakistan was ternative arr t may be

angemen
made without waiting for the

amendment. This alternative
is: "all outstanding convoca-

tions be completed as soon as

the university is breaking its
rule and re tion. If one rule
is broken, like contiguous dis-

eases, it spills over other rules.

were politically controversial

people.
(gn the other hand, our stu-
dent organisations had lpllyed
n

that the pleasure and h ess
of receiving my certificates
through convocations failed to
appear in my mind. All students

the 34 per cent vote that BNP got in the June '96
elections had lot to do with people being fed up
with AL hartals.

fore, a funv?cat on is exclu-
sively meant for the degree- re-

ceiving students.
Students earn the right to re-

created in 1947, there was oru?-
one university in the whole o

East Pakistan, now Bangladesh
— Dhaka University. Obviously,

had accepted the provisional ceive s from the universi- Second, it diminishes the im- very progressive role in the It was not a problem for the ble by a represen
We urge both the political parties to create con- c:rtll'lfalt!; as ur!g[:llnnl ones; ties by completing the require-  portance and urgency of com- past; they did not accept the Provincial governor to spend a Pl"::.ll’rulggnt. m th“t:]u“t!mﬂ._
ditions so that hartal can be avoided. Both AL and | and | was no exception. ments of their academic pro- plrt’Eg llihe cuti'lriculalln l'..ll'l':t- people who h:ﬂ’ occupied ntlllm dﬂ!j!}l!;lel rﬁr“fn;tth:twnyi tive 1s permitted by the ordi-

; When I joied as a teacher of . By this right. the public universities in  state power undemocratically: on {8 nances.

BNP must -'iijﬂt l'ESprnSitll'Iy Our economy cannot ihe Uni\FEl:Iill}F. I did not think m -cqmc r[ghi'_gl:n the country are having a serious they had prevented convoca- completely different. There are To avoid litical contro-
take this politics of hartal any more. about the convocation problem.  receive their certificates over-lapping sessions problem; tions conducted by these people. ! ! public and 186 private univer- versy about tgeo Aerniative at.
There could be several reasons.  through a convocation. The nowadays, the completion of a Second. the head of the state  8iti€s In the country. The gov- rangement, the President t
AttaCk on the Pl'ess First, it was not included in my  students earn degrees by mak-  curriculum often requires twice s a very busy person; he/she is  €mment has already announced coraider choosing Justice
official responsibilities. Sec- tremendous and sac- as much time and sometimes responsible for executing duties !0 establish 6 more universities Habibur Rahman, the Chief Ad-

everl more than the prescribed
pertod. The irregular convoca-

tions are perhaps [J:.rﬂ}r respon-
sible for 3;: problem.

The Govermment: The effi-
ciency of the universities must

ce. the objective is to mate-
rialise the s and ambitions
of their lives. The convocation
is the final stage of their student
lives that announces the end of
their efforts and sacrifices and

and activities relating to the
state affairs. The convocation
programmes are first accom-
modated in his/her schedule Under the circumstances.
well in advance and then two very +|:Ianr1.=.lgll'1fl outcomes
changed as many times as nec- Will be produced if the President

e :

Last Sunday's hartal saw vehicles carrying press
workers come under attack by the pickets at vari-
ous parts of the city. From reports published in the
press it is clear that they were no stray incidents of
violence and the BNP activists went after the au-
torickshaws of some dailies with a vengeance.

How could it happen? Aren't the press vehicles
exempt from the hazards of agitational activities
during strike or hartal hours by the gnnouncement

ond, | was again very busy to
build up my academic career.
Lastly, and perhaps the most
important, in the prevailing po-
litical situation, it would have
been highly unusual to think

In near future. Additionally. all
uriiversities are expected to
Introduce semester system.

viser of the second Caretaker

government, as his representa-
tive.

The author (s a Visitor. De-
partment of Economics, Uni-
versity of Guelph, Canada.
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was making huge profit due to rash decision like the raising of

; : . . B e ' ' : L
t _ monopoly and purchase price - fuel-prices fgw days back. -N W ; l d; R d ----- :
of the concerned parties themselypa?“ T _Sir, Plantation programme pjug upﬁerhﬂd E"nd sale price fﬂ,,' HPGONIE whb have put up | - , 0, h? af e N Ot IVI I Se « da ‘ SeI' S ! -
Every party has come to state it quite categori- | IS Pl for en ;'”;‘m““m - difference. Even some of the with this govermment decision Mr A R Choud in his - ' ‘'scious éffort to establish a uni-
cally before a hartal programme that press vehicles balancing. Bf‘lﬂ‘ilﬂ‘ﬂ ol this now- E:;nﬁt is consumed by BPC as fat are afraid to take to the roads | comments (DS/6.8.97) has Hedayat Ahmed versally a table moral code
a-days the peo fa L’lg"ﬁ become nus. Whereas, there been  with their vehicles as some | posed the question : Are we are hard to come by. as large It may sound a broad generali-

like those belonging to essential services will be ex-
empted from it. They are expected to be neither ob-
structed nor attacked.

very inspire planting
various trees in their own
lands. We are the inhabitants of
a poor country having poor

a competitor, then efficiency
and performance of BPC could
have been compared to justify
such overhead and bonuses.

rowdy elements are launching | civilised users? My answer
sudden attacks. As a result, we | {s an emphatic No. Had we dis-

are living a life, abnormally | played a civilised conduct. the

number of professional drivers
obtain licence through unfair
means in collusion with the is-

sation, but | am constrained to
observe that most of us are first

generation of car owners/users

BNP also made it clear before Sunday's hartal
that press will remain outside their disruptive
campaign. And as it has now become a custom,
press vehicles on that day were plying under the
unmistakable identity of Sangbadpatra or press
written in magnified letters on a red piece of cloth.
How could the street activists ignore a party deci-
sion? Do we have to conclude that the BNP leaders
have no control over their workers and activists? If
not, how else can one explain this
a public announcement?

If BNP did not want the press vehicles to move
during the hartal hours why did not it make that
intention clear through a prior announcement?
Newspaper authorities in that case would have at
least been left with a choice as regards the safety of
the staffers.

The incident has once again proved the discrep-
ancy between the words and actions of our political
leaders. If they have no control over the party
workers they have no right to call political pro-
grammes that may harm people engaged in their
professional duties.

BNP should apologise for the attack on press
vehicles publicly if it prefers uprightness to expedi-
ency . If it does not own the responsibilities then it
should do every thing possible to dissociate itself
from it in a convincing manner. Because this is not
an incident to be swept under the carpet as a mi-
nor aberration. This is exactly how the process of
usurping people's right begins. And that is a sacri-
lege in democracy.

For a Worthy Transit

Barely a week is left before the transit route
through Banglabandh will be open for Nepalese
trucks to head for the Himalayan kingdom with
goods unloaded at the Mongla port. No doubt an
occasion to savour in terms of co-operation among
the south Asian neighbours but from available
signs, a spring in the stride is n
this facility worth

With the transit through
the country

gross violation of

ecessary to make
the interest of the user.

the northern border of
scheduled for a September 1 opening,
the local authorities have got an unenviable task of
working at a break-neck s

ed to have the ancill
facilities like bank, ware = i

houses , customs, insur-
ance and immigration offices set up in time. Much
of this hassle could have been averted had there
been a vision about developin
facilities at areas with potential for transborder
trade and communications.

The Nepalese request for a quick furnishin
the transit facilities is a timely reminder of our
advantage when it comes to infrastructural facili-
ties. If we are really serious about fruitful foreign
presence for a shot in the arm of our economy then
planning about infrastruc-
tural upliftment. With the Mongla port destined to
be a centre of hectic activity in the near future as a
result of enhanced regional co-operation, the gov-
ernment should think seriously about
the two sides of Rupsha with road and
smooth communication.

infrastructural

we need some sound

connecting
rail link for

knowledge of planting, the au-
thority concerned should take
necessary steps through the
daily newspapers by publishing
a chart so that the ple can
get the primary knowledge of
planting like the row and the
distance between one plant and
another. This is very important
because we see that trees are
planted without maintaining
an]y gzup&r ap. | think people
will benefited by this infor-
mation.

Rafat
Kamarjury
Gacha, Gazipur

Adding fire to the fuel

Sir, When you support a
team in a football match, you
cheer them up. But, as they start
losing. when, even ace player
{may be your hot favourite)
misses a pass or delivers a
wrong shot, he gets wrath even
from you. Sometimes, you fail
to control and hurl filthy un-
parliamentary language
against him. Similar is the case
with us now. We favoured our
team with much hope that th
would lead us (common people
to better life and prosperity
than it was before. But what we
see, prices of commodities are
on the rise. Mr SAMS Kibria
(MoF}, once a DS's "On the
Record” columnn writer and ad-
viser to AL chief, shouldn't have
made such record. '

As items getting dearer, ten-
dency to hoard to create ar-
tificial short supply against
demand has preva.lf' . This sit-
uation has led to abnormal
price-hike and to a platform for
corruption. This is what hap-
pening and our team is keeping
mum on this. In such situation,
sudden increase of 61 per cent
fuel price, offering a lame ex-
cuse, is going to maim our daily
life. During budget session,
profit and loss incurred by gov-
ernment were amply discussed
and made on the air. But, we
heard nothing on Tk 200 crore
worth of loss of BPC, either
from the MoF or from the En-

ergy Ministry. Couple of
months old bugfﬂ has induced
enough artificial price.

At this juncture, increase of
fuel price close to double, in
some cases, would certainly
have impact on all items and
operation cost of vehicles. Ul-
timately, all production and
grncessing cost will increase.

hus, from manufacturer to
trader and vendor all will have

an excuse of raising price with-
out any check. Such price-hike
may be obvious and also un-

scrupulous. So, it will lead to
general dissatisfaction. Com-
monman will be hard-hit. All
supporter of our team, out of ex-
asperation may utter peace of
mind against our team leader
and his linkman and scorer for
bad pass and miss-delivery. We
learnt from the press that BPC

If the present price of
petroleum products has been
increased by keeping the same
bonus rate and p al over-
head, as before, then it will be
like: "To Rob Peter and Pay
Paul” affair. 1 s t. General
Nuruddin, shou t find out

the costing and pricing mecha-
nism in depth, before he throws
us in deep waters. Why shouldn't

we try, much-discussed. pri-
vatisation in this area, too.
USA also imports oil; their fuel
price is (S 1.20 per gallon) less
than what we have in our coun-
try. Our energy ministry didn't
mention price of fuel in the
USA. But for excuses, we always
ive reference of Indian market;
or that. people call us India
premi What India follows can-
not be quoted as an isolated
case, then it will lead to
decision- . Their affairs
should be judged in their per-
spective and our one, be in our

perspective.

AR Cho
H#39, Rd#11, Sect-4,
Uttara-Dhaka

Recreation in
esh

Sir. Laughing and recreation
are next to mre]‘iﬂcinc. Though
natural calamities, over-popu-
lation, corruption etc., s as
an obstacle to normal life, we
the citizens of Bangladesh are
brave people. It has proved
true several times. Observers
both at home and abroad
strongly believe that the spirit
of bravery plus optimism has
been mﬂu:ndﬂF of us in the
dark hours of life since 1971.

Keeping that in view, some of
the old people including myself
desire to form a Laughing Club
for pure pleasure and joys in
life. For mental recreation, we
would like to organise trips to
places of historical importance,
industrial units, long drive in
the countryside, deep forests,

lace of natural beauty, the sea
each etc. Wit and humour
make people understand the
}:?d influence of negation in
iie.

Let us start the work in this
field to change the conservative
attitude of ours in recreational
worlds for healthy human en-
vironment. Laughter is the best
medicine in normal situations.
It is as essential as fresh air.

Abul As Noor
House # 9, # 4,

Sector # 5, Uttara, Dhaka
Ruthlessness

Sir, In recent times, it has
become sort of a 'culture' to
damage motor vehicles in the
name of 'protest’ for any reason
— be it a road accident or any
other incident totally unrelated
to the 'movement of vehicles'.
The government should and
must ensure the normal life of
people whenever they make any

tense for the past few days.
Mecanwhile, the ministers are
sitting back after saying that
the Iuel price-hike would
hardly have any negative im-

pact.

Now, my question is : wh
should we have to run arou
chased like wild animals by the
elements who are assaulting us,
the cnmmn;‘;:eoplc, at each and

Chowdhury Naim Rahman

K hu.lshl,ufglﬁtagung

A virus affected
national income

Sir, Fishing is an important
income source in aggsh It
Enes without saying that

angladesh earns ample for-

eign exchange by exporting fish,
especially shrimp. Khulna,
Satkhira and Bagerhat, known
as "the Kuwait” of B adesh,
are the suitable field for
shrimp. Most of the people's ac-
tivities of these locality are
concentrated on this project.

But recently these areas have
been affected by so-called virus.
As a result, people have to bear
huge loss every year and their
economic loss is aggravatin
day by day. My earnest appe
to the authority concerned is

for attention and speedy neces-
sary action.

Himu
E/34, Sher-e-Bangla Hall
Rajshahi University. Rajshahi

CORRECTIONS

In my article, (column: INSIGHT)
"Was the Petroleum Pruitﬁ:;t Price
Increase N » published on
Sunday, Auﬂéml regret to say
that there were some mistakes. First
of all, instead of BCIC it should be
read BPC (Bangladesh Petroleum
Corporation). Secondly, in the last
column, the second and the third
hs should read as follows: *

5@? Ban esh Economic

Review, 1997, has shown that BPC
made profits of Tk 248.79 crores in
1990-91 which came down to Tk
75.70 crores in 1995-96 and to a loss
of Tk 448.10 crores in 1996-97" |
Table-27, page-117). But in those
same years, BPC contributed to the
Treasury Tk 210.00, Tk 66.00 and Tk
70.00 crores respectively. (Table-28,

; e ta
with the lut[:?r Debt Service

Liabilities (DSL) of BPC of Tk 51.59
crores in 1994-95, Tk 113.58 crores
in 1995-96, Tk 73.24 crores{revised)
in 1996-97 and Tk 109.96 crores
(eastimates) in 1997-98. (Table-29,

-119). Unfortunately, this series
of data does not %: 1994-95.
However. in 1995-98, the BPC's
profit was Tk 75.70 crores,
contribution to The Treasury
66.00 crores, and the DSL was Tk
113.58 crores, while in 1996-97, its
loss was Tk 448.10 crores,

car owners/drivers would nor-
mally have behaved in a ratio-
nall ne{lﬂ th him and |
se wi m

full Bﬁﬁﬁ his views that the
media should take it upon
themselves of educating own-
ers/drivers of motori vehi-
cles on observing discipline on
the road. Unfortunately, we
have not yet been able to de-
velop a culture of driving a
mechanised vehicle, be it a lux-
ury car, a bus or a truck. To be a
good and responsible
owner /driver, one most have
consideration for other road
users, e 5 pedestrians, mo-
torised and non-motorised ve-
hicles, as well as adequate driv-
in%I experience, a good sense of
{1’1 mgemant and anticipation.

ortunately, these gualities
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Impact of Fuel Price

The arbitrary decision of the
government in ralsinﬁothe rice
of Petrol and Octane from Taka
13.70 to 21.70 (per lit) has
plunged the society in a state of
utter confusion. s decision
will affect adversely all
classes of people living in this
country specially cities. This
will definitely aftect carowners,
while the tempo and autorick-
shaw fare has become almost
double. Similarly the ricksaw-
fair has also increased dispro-
portionately. This is not all,
this unusual increase of price of
the fuel will have a serlous im-
pact in productive sectors. The
price of all goods locally pro-
duced is bound to rise because
nothing can be produced with-
out the energy which is nor-
mally generated by the use of
petrol or gas.

The

lame excuse
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Dropping Dead at the US Embassy

So far 1 did not believe a
word of the ple’'s gossip
about the ruthless games that
some of the visa consuls play
inside the giant American fort.
I realised this completely when
I finally found myself in the
same situation. People go
through a month-long prepara-
tion getting hold of the neces-
sary documents just to hear a
bl%l'hlﬂ“ at the end. From the
behaviour of some of the con-
suls, it seems that are here
to grant us the ticket to heaven.

I believe that the current
members of the staff working
dowm in the embassy are
in their job but sometimes they
really prove their ignorance
denying the visa to a handful of
brilliant students — even the
ones with good scholarships.

I am no judge of the consuls’
expertise, but since | believe
that I am a national of a demo-

e —

suing authority. A minimum
level of literacy is also essential
which is not always the case.
The car owners also lack
proper awareness either to be a
responsible owner-driver or
able to provide guidance to pro-
fessional drivers. A literate
person is not an ed-
ucated . An educated per-
son is one who learns from
life's experience and follows a
code of conduct which promotes
social cohesion. Just by obtain-
ing a university . one sel-
dom gets educated. Life-long
learning and shared tion
of societal issues an ems,
and an open mind free from
rejudice makes one educated.
ettably, we have to accept
the reality that there is no role
model to follow nor any con-

(unauthorized dispatches of
petrol to India because of low
gg;:c in Bangladesh) as has

n publicised by the govern-
ment machiner}; to support
their action is no a t-
able to the nmmsorﬁ mr
forces of Bangladesh are very
much on their duties. If the
smuggling cannot be checked
then why we people bear the
heavy burden of tax to pay for
their salaries.

We cannot therefore take it
as a migur cause for the in- -
crease of price of petrol.

The other justification is
given by the government that
the price has been raised to
minimize the loss being in-
curred the authority con-
cerned. My view in this context
is that the cause of for the huge
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cratic country, so [ feel it as my
duty to draw the attention of the
chief consul of the US embassy
toward the following fact :

After a deep analysis, it is
found that students going
abroad for their higher educa-
tion prefer America to other
countries. It is true that some
students prefer to lead their
lives in the glamorous neon
lights of cities like Las Vegas.
but | think there are also a cate-
gory of students who go there to
earn a degree which is se-
worthy. d it is only the
American d they die for,
because unlike other countries
America allows the greatest
flexibility in student's choice of
his courses. Moreover it comes
in a varying cost from which a
student can pick up. suitabile to
his financial ability But the
deplorable fact is. the simple

American citizenship based on

consul to s
please keep away from the use
of random sampling method,
especially when screeni a
student. After all. an el e
student entering the embassy at

and we are yet to establish a
standard of interpersonal be-
haviour which meets the ac-
cepted norms consistent with
our history and culture.

About the quality of tﬂznfﬂ-
sional drivers said bet-
ter, drivers of trucks and buses
are potential killers. Fatal road
accident (mostly on highways)
speak for themselves. Most
drivers of cars and other vehi-
cles are virtually illiterate with
no road sense whatsoever. The |
owmners are equally unable to
provide any guidance.

I fully endorse the view of Mr
Choudhury in pleading the me-
dia to star a sustained campaign
to activate our conscience to
behave as a responsible and
considerate citizen.

loss every year is attributed to
the fact that the or tion
dealing with fuel business is not
only overstaffed giving rise to
the unnece overhead ex-
ture but als. incapable of
andling their Lusiness effi-
ciently and effectively.

S50 L should Dﬂ'
imize expenditure by effect-

Why should we be made to
suffer fnruth: M&ﬂm 2. :tnhd |
WTO CcYy purs -
crs';lg\gg are already hard
pressed, imposition of addi-
tional burden of high price will
make our lifes .

It is my request to the au-
thority to revised this decision
SO asftn enable the poorer sec- |
tion of the people to manage two
square meals with their meager
income,

‘no” of the consul shatters the
dreams of such students. Con-
suls fear that students going to
America would never come
back. But my question is: if the
consuls are so very crazy about

reurwn& their American

eritage, then why don't they
uproot the system of Diversified
Visa. in w tchdpeopie of all
social status despite their
incompetence are granted the

a simple lott
So | quoa:gy?u the chief
uggest his staff to

8.00 in the morning and
waiting till 400 in the
afternoon does deserve

something better.

The writer is an ex-student

of Maple Leaf School
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