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away. Later, the BNP activists
made several attempts to hold a
rally there, but police repeat-
edly chased them away. At one
a;:&;, police lobbed tear gas
B at the BNP gathering and
Habib, who was on duty there,
was hit.

The government announced
price hike of petroleum prod-
ucts by upto 61 r cent on
Tuesday last and BNP called the

hartal protesting this. Jamaat-
e-Islami, Islami Gikkag'a Jote,
Jatiya Party (M-Z) and Jatiya
Ganatantrik Party (JAGPA)
supported the hartal. Plain
clothes police picked up BNP
leader Anwar Zahid and JAGPA
chief Shafiul Alam Pradhan on
Saturday night.

The hartal paralysed nor-
mal life across the country. All
modes of public and private
transports, barring a small
number of rickshaws were off
the roads. Shops and business
establishments, banks and edu-
cational institutions remained
closed. while attendance in the

overnment offices was thin
uring the hartal hours. There
was no transaction in the for-
eign exchange market and no

trad took place on the floors
a Dh and Chittagong Stock

Over 6000 police and BDR
personnel, in riot gear, were
deplnl\_rlcd on the streets of the
city. Helmeted police patrolled
the city areas as Srnups of BNP
activists paraded the streets
shouting anti-government slo-

Former home minister and
BNP leader Abdul Matin
Chowdhury and his party col-
leagues were injured during a
clash between hartal supporters
and ruling Awami League ac-
tivists near AL office at Banga-
bandhu Avenue in the city at
about 9:00 am. The former min-
ister was admitted to a private
clinic.

In the morning, groups of
BNP activists were seen bring-
ing out processions that
chanted anti-government slo-
gans, in almost all areas of the
city. According to BNP sources,
the party activists picked at
more than 70 points in the city.

Supporters of the hartal
were seen checking the identity
of journalists on duty. They
also damaged some rickshwas
at certain places.

Police lathicharged a big

roces . 'S
ront, ﬂ?ﬁyg{aﬂi Cﬁﬂgg‘g
Dal, in front of the Shishu Park
in the city, leaving at least 20
injured. Police also lobbed tear
gas shells on the procession and
icked up some JCD activists
om the spot.

A news agency report said 43
activists of BNP were arrested
from different parts of the city
d hartal hours. Of the ar-
rested, 31 were accused of vari-
ous charges including violcnt
acts and disrupting public life
and rest of them were arrested
on suspicion.

A press release issued by the
police headquarters, however,
said 40 people were arrested and
eight cases were registered. Po-
lice lobbed 37 rounds of tear gas
shells and fired three rounds of
rubber bullets. Eleven persons
including five policemen re-
ceived treatment at the DMCH.
it added.
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Critically injured photo journalist Habibur Rahman Habib
of Dainik Bangla being taken to hospital yesterday. He was
hit by a tear gas shell while on duty during hartal hours.

According to Railway

. sources, train communication

in Rajshahi, Chhittagong. Syl-
het, Dinajpur, and Noakhali
was disrupted. 'Keys of signal
cabin’ at Shantaher junction
were taken away by pickets in
the morning, disrupting train
communication between Bogra
and Rajshahi. Windshield of a
train engine and window panes
of passenger bugegs were bro-
ken as pickets brickbattled
Chittagong bound trains - Ma-
hanaﬁar and Prabhati — and
Noakhali bound train Upakul.

Flights to and from Zia In-
ternational Airport were nor-
mal. launches and steamers
sailed to and from Sadarghat
terminal in the city with less
passengers than usual.

Jatiya Party, Jamaat and
I{i'_itJ held separate rallies in the
city.

UNB from Sirajganj reports,
at least 25 people were injured
in se te clashes in Belkuchi
and Chowhali thanas of the dis-
trict during the hartal hours.

Pro-hartal activists attacked
the Belkuchi TNO office in the
morning and damaged its
furniture, including doors and
window panes, protesting the
Rre&ence of emnployees in the of-

ce.

Another clash took place be-

— Star photo

tween the activists of BNP and
anti-hartal group in front of
Rojonigandha Cinema in the
thana in which 11 people were
injured from both sides.

At Chowhali Degree College.,
a clash between BNP's student
front Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
and Pro-Awami League Chhatra
League left seven JCD men in-
jured.

Another report from Ra-

shahi adds: The dawn-to-dusk

artal was observed in Ra-
jshahi district peacefully, bar-
ring a clash at Charghat thana
headquarters that left at least
nine people injured.

Police said the clash at
Charghat Bazar occurred when
the BNP-backed pickets resisted
a move by the anti-hartal
Awami € supporters to ply
tempo and autorickshaws in
the area at about 2:30 pm.

A report from Comilla says,
sporadic clashes between AL
and BNP activists left 10 people
injured during the hartal hours.

Another report from Kuri-
gram adds, pro-hartal activists
clashed with their rivals leav-
in% seven people, including a
police officer, injured.

Police and witnesses said
activists of BNP and Awami
Leaﬁuc chased and clashed with
each other in Ulipur area dur-
ing the hartal hours.
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businessman
CHITTAGONG, Aug 24: A
kidnapped businessman was
freed and returned to his resi-

dence on Saturday night after
six hours, police said, reports

- Abdus Salam, who returned
from Middle East a few days
ago, was kidnapped by a of
armed terrorists from Bahar
signal under Chandgaon thana
at E’I’Em on Saturday.

e victim returned to his
residence at around 12 mid-
night Saturday night, the
source said.

Indo-Bangla
border confce
begins today

A four-day border conference
between Bangladesh and India
in Calcutta today,

begins
reports UNB.

Deputy Director General of
Mohammad Abdur
Rab will lead an eight-member
Bangladesh delegation at the

BDR Bri

CoIrlercnce.

Autorickshaw
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rejected the guvcrnment'a
‘illegal decision' to raise the
petroleum prices by observing
the hartal spontaneously.
Rejecting the Energy Minis-
ter's statement that common
e would not be affected due
to the refixed fuel prices, the
sald the commoners were suf-
- fering due to the increased
transport cost and pricehike of
essentials as a result of high
fuel price.

€ autorickshaw drivers

Appellate Division

office hours

The office hour of the Appel-
late Division of Bangladesh
Supreme Court has been
rescheduled for its annual va-
cation from August 31-October
31, reports UNB.

The office will remain open
without leisure from 8:30 am to
2:30 pm daily except on Friday-
Saturday and other government
holidays, according to an offi-
cial handout.

Another handout said Ap-
Eﬂllate Division Judge Justice

imalendu Bikash Roy Chowd-
hury will hear urgent cases on
September 2, 9, 16 and 23 (every
Tuesday) from 10 am-11 am at
the court chamber.

Justice Abdur Rouf will hear
the cases on September 30 and
October 7 and 14 (every Tues-
day) from 10 am-11 am.

Murder of young
man 1n Lalmatia;

Two arrested
By Staff Correspondent

Police arrested two persons
yesterday in connection with
the murder of Mustafa on Sat-
urday at Lalmatia under Mo-
hammadpur thana in the city.

During a raid in Moham-
madpur area, police held the
two identified as Yusuf, 35, and
Swapon, 18.

ustafa, 18, was stabbed to
death by some assailants near a
market Saturday night. Police
suspected the young man was
killed following a previous
clash between two groups in
Lalmatia.

Police were interrogating the
arrested men. Mustafa's father

said they will have to spend Tk filed a case with Mohammadpur
60 more daily as fuel cost due to  thana in this regard.
the pricehike of petrol.
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Surat Cinema Hall in Feni
town. Although his two friends

managed to escape, Bahar was
severely beaten up by the mis-
creants. He was rushed to a
clinic but he succumbed to his
injuries later.

The BNP terrorists gunned
down Mohammad Mustafa,
vice-president of Amirabad
Union Jubo League, on June 12
at Ahmedpur vote centre under
Sonagazi thana of the district
during the last general elec-
tions. :
Others who allegedly fell
prey to BNP terrorism in the
district included Mohammad
Hossain Hazari, General Secre-
tary of District Jubo e who
was killed on June 8 at Feni
Sadar thana, Abu Ahmed Nabi,
president of local chapter of
Bangabandhu Parishad who
was murdered on December 2,
Parirnal Saha, leader of Matu
Bhuiyan Union Awami League,
who was killed on December 22,
Baker Ahmed, a Juba League

leader of Sonagazi thana who

was killed on February 28, and
Nurul Alam, vice-president of
Sonagazi Union Jubo League
who was killed in a bomb attack
on December 4 when he was
returning home.

Rocket launcher
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launcher in the country as a

threat to the state as well as to -

public life.

Security measures for the
VVIPs were also tightened after
the recovery of the rocket
launcher,

The recovered rocket
launcher is usually used by in-
ternational terrorist groups.
Taliban guerillas also used such
launcher in recent time.

After the recovery, the
rocket launcher was examined
by experts of DGFI (Directorate
General of Forces Intelligence)
and NSI (National Security In-
telligence).

fficials of the two intelli-
ence agencies also interrogated
the four people on police re-
mand after their arrest,

Ruling Awami League gen-
eral secretary Zillur hman
sald BNP in an entente with the
anti-liberation forces was out
to create chaos and disrupt sta-
bility and development process,
reports UNB.

"Begum Zia is now dr
a bad dream of capturing
power.” he said reacting fo the
countrywide hartal enforced by
the main opposition party,
backed by some Islamic groups.

On the current tical situ-
ation, Zillur said BNP chief Be-
Fum Zia had taken over the
eadership of fundamentalists
and anti-liberation forces to
oust the elected government.

"This (BNP) is a with-
out political culture and back-
ground. Awami ue had been
in the {;P sition for 21 years,
but BNP has become so upset
only in six months that it

@he Daily Star

BNP out to disrupt |
stability: Zillur

wants to get back power by an
means.” he said. ol

Criticising BNP for calling
hartals on lame excuses. Zillur,
also the LGRD Minister, said
the government was compelled
lo raise the prices of oleum

in keeping with international
market.

Despite the enhanced prices
ulﬁtml:um products, he told
UNB, the government will still
have to funnel crores of taka in
subsidy to this sector.

“The prices were raised not
to protect the interest of an in-
dividual, nor a , rather to
protect the interest of the coun-
try.” he said.

The LGRD Minister observed
the oil price hike would not af-

fect the general people as diesel
and kerosene prices were in-

creased nominally.

India forces US to cancel |

patent on turmeric

NEW DELHI, Aug 24: India
has got the United tes gov-
ernment to cancel a patent
given to two scientists to use
turmeric for healing wounds,
saying it has been practised in
the country for centuries, news-
APHPCTIP reported Sunday. reports

The US Patent and Trade-
marks Office in Washington
last week rejected an appeal by
the two scientists after it can-
celled the patent in February,
newspapers quoted an Indian
official as uﬂnﬁ

Raghunat ashelkar, Di-
rector- ral of the Council of
Scientific and Industrial Re-

search, the Indian men-
t's science that filed
a review petition before the

patent office this year, hailed
the decision as protecting tra-
ditional knuwlecr e.

He said Sat y that it is an
emotive issue in developing
countries which see multina-
tional mm‘panleu patenting
drugs used for centuries by the
people.

Last year, two researchers at
the University of Mississippi at
Jackson. received a patent for
applying turmeric powder to
heal wounds, used in India for
thousands of years, according
to Mashelkar.

His office provided scientific
papers to show that the use of
the spice for medical purposes
had been documented centuries

highway continues
From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Aug 24: The trans-

rt strike on Dhaka-Sylhet

ighway continued for the sixth
day today.

Plying of bus, minibus, lux-
ury coach and trucks remained
suspended since the sudden
strike by the transport owners
and workers associations was
announced on August 19.

The strike was called to
protest against the toll collec-
tion by an organised group at
the Khowai bridge area on the
Dhaka-Sylhet highway, said an
office-bearer of Transport Own-
ers’ Association.

District officials of Habiganj
called a meeting of transport
owners, workers and local lead-
ers tomorrow to discuss the

problem.
Rajuk
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The lifts in the buil
mained inoperative as opera-
tors did not turn up. On the first
floor, only one employee was
seen al the Estate wing. The
building plan approval and the
land wings had only three peo-
llj‘i-f engaged in personal work.

e Rajuk Secretary was how-
ever, present at his office.

On the second floor, none
turned up at the Accounts wing,
while £state and Administra-
tion wings on the same floor
looked deserted. Two officials
were seen at the otherwise bus
Law wing. On the third, fnurﬂr
and fifth floors and in the an-
nex building, no officials were
found in the offices. Electric
fans and lights were, however,
seen turned on in the empty
rooms of the building.

A few visitors, who arrived
at the building during the har-

tal., were seen walking away
later.

ding re-

| fices of those who had suffered

ago. Sunday’'s newspa re-
rlum in front-page m;’::ntu-

The Indian government ar-
t

that hat 1
i cory T iat e pejor

Turmeric, a dried root of a
plm: m::d is related to the gin-

.18 u as a fhmrlng agent
gmﬂlm of Indians. It is also
used extensive
to cure everything from sore
throats to intesti disorders,

The protests grew after

can companies had ear-

lier patented the use of neem as

muclde. Neem has been used
centuries in India in agri-
culture and in medicine.

Volun u in Indi
have bemt.gmm o e

gn companies that

in the country

profit
b?r Taklng me;:llhﬁzﬁl out of

ants growi a, layh:#
{Jht country’'s biological weal
is being pll.lndered?ﬂ -

President’s Award
Fund (Amend) Bill
discussed

A meeting of the Jatiya
Sangsad special committee on
bill scrutiny was held at Sang-
sad Bhaban yesterday with its
chairman Mochammad Rahmat
Ali in the chair, reports UNB.

The meeting discussed “The
President's Award Fund
(Amendment) Bill, 1997" which
was submitted before the com-
mittee and sent for its scrutiny
earlier.

The bill was placed in Par-
lament with a view to reintro-

ucing the 'Bangabandhu
ward’ for outst econtri-
butions in the field of agricul-

ture.

Committee members. Food
and Agriculture Minister Be-
gum Matia ChuwdhurL, Forest
gnd Eslla;ie?nmﬁm A m:s;;;

yeda a Chowdhury
Col (retd) Shawkat Ali attended
the meeting.

Mamata urges
Gujral to honour
Bahadur Shah

CALCUTTA, Aug 24: 'Tri-
namul Congress' leader, Ma-
mata Banerjee, MP, on Satur-
day urged Indian Prime Min-
ister, IK Gujral to name any
institution of national impor-
tance after the last Moghul
Emperor, Bahadur Shah Za-
far, on the 50th anniversary
of independence, rts PTI.

In a letter to the Prime
Minister, Banerjee suggested
that the posts and telegraph
department be asked to issue a
special commemorative

M Emperor who was
a.rrcstgh and deported to Ran-
gunn h&ethc ritish h;'uulers

uring 1857 Sepoy Mutiny.
7 | utmnglg feel that while
celebrating 50th year of our
independence, we should not

forget and overlook the sacri-

‘mtalstmn as a tribute to the |

due to atrocities let loose by
the British troops to crush Se-
poy Mutiny during 1857-59",
she said.

Banerjee regretted that
some of the prominent lead-
ers, tesponsible for revolt
against the British empire
during 1857-59, were not re-
ceiving deserving attention of

the authorities on the golden
I jubilese year of tndeEE Tice.
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"He specially appreciated the
reform schemes and the diffi-
cult decisions taken by the gov-
ernment to adjust with the
market economy,” he said. He
merntioned the measures like
adjustment of fuel and fertiliser
prices and power tariff.

The government's firm steps
towards privatisation' and
banking sector reform also
earned appreciation from the
ADB president, the minister
pointed out.

Progress of the ongoing
ADB-funded projects was also
discussed and "it is expected
that the ADB assistance would
reach 400 million US dollars
this year," Kibria told news-

men.
After discussion on the

Gan%ea barrage project, he said,
the Bank prcsiggnt expressed
his readiness to send a mission
to Bangladesh for the technical
and economical feasibility
stufli{ of the project.

e government is planning

to construct a barrage over the
river Padma for the optimum

L use of the water of Ganges fol-

send team

lowing last year's long-term wa-
ter-sharing treaty with India.
Adverse effects of the with-
drawal of water of Ganges at
Farakka barrage point on the

40 million !D-COIJIE and ecolo
of north and so o

utheastern s
of the country were highliﬁ-:d
in the meeting.

It was informed that the ar-
senic problem in the regions
appeared to be a result of mas-
sive lifting of ground water. It
could be minimised by using
surface water for which the bar-
rage is needed.

- The ADB chief told the meet-
ing that they were ready to send
a mission for the feasibility
study of the project. The study
will take 3-4 years, costing 16-
20 million dollars.

Besides, ADB gave assurance
of assistance for the Jamuna
Multipurpose Bridge Railway
Link project, Capital Market
Development Project and Rural
Infrastructure Development
pm+:ct,

he multilateral donor
agency also appreciated

Bangladesh effort for sub-re- -

gional cooperation.
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RIYADH, Aug 24: The US
embassy in has issued a
warning to the 40,000 Ameri-
cans living in Saudi Arabia to
be on their guard for new terror-
ist attacks, reports AFP.

"The American embassy
wishes to remind Americans in
Saudi Arabia that it continues
to receive reports indicating
ssible surveillance or probes
of US military and government
facilities suggesting that the
planning for terrorist actions
against US interests in Saudi
Arabia continues unabated.”
the embassy said in a recorded
telephone message.

urﬁll: Americans to main-
tain the ﬂ:l“ level of vigi-
lance and alert. We strongly en-
courage them to exercise cau-
tion, to reduce travel within the

kingdom and report any suspect

| guard against terrorist attacks

activity,” it said.

It also advised US nationals
to be aware of letters or parcels
from unknown senders.

Americans in Saudi Arabia
have been targeted by two bomb
attacks since 1995, which have

been claimed by shadowy
Eﬂmp& calling on US troops to
ve the Gulf.
In November, 1995 five

Americans and two Indians
died in a car bomb attack on a
US military training building
in Riyadh.

In June 1996. a truck bomb
exploded next to a military
housing complex near
Dhahran. eastern Saudi Ara-
bia. killing 19 Americans.

After the bombing, US
troops were moved to a high-se-
curity base in the desert south
of Rivadh and the US
has regularly issued warnings

to its citizens in the
m:dma:m;ﬁw the new alert
is unclear. e last warning
came in March when the em-
bassy was concerned at com-
ments from Ussama Ben Laden,
a Saudi Islamist known to fund
Arab militants, threatening
Americans he described as "oc-

Ben Laden, who has been
stripped of his Saudi national-
ity and lives in A%haniltan.
called not only for US troops to
leave Saudi Arabia, but also the
40,000 civilians who work in
the uﬂmigluatry. hospitals, air-
ports US companies in the
desert Kingdom.

There are an estimated
20,000 American troops de-
ployed in the Middle East, in-
cluding some 5,000 in Saudi
Arabia.

T ————

Zahid, Prodhan [

sent to jail
By Staff Correspondent

The two ition leaders
who were arrested Saturday
night were sent to the Dhaka
Central Jail yesterday, accord-
ing to official sources.

Anwar Zahid, a BNP lea-der,
and Shafiul Alam Pro-dhan,
chief of JAGPA, were arrested
from the city by plainclothes
police men. They were arrested
under Section 54 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure,

They were produced before
the chief Metropolitan Magis-
trate's court last evening.
bail tions moved on their
behalf were refused and the
court also declined to grant
them division in jall.

Both the bail prayers were
Imnwd by advocate Aminul Is-
am.

Infrastructure for

transit to Nepal
being built

PANCHAGARH, Aug 24:
Nepal has requested Bangla-
desh to build in-fras-
tructure at bandh border
quickly to facilitate trans-
portdtign through the transit
route, reports UNB.

The request was made on

st 22 when Nepalese Am-
bassador to Bangladesh Lok
Bahadur S:chiga;ﬁr:; Sm;:;

J a ;
mluﬁgﬂenﬂal to Calcutta
Dip Pasnet visited the Bangla-
bandh border.

Customs officials of

were present during
the visit, preparatory to open-
ing the Bangladesh-Nepal tran-
sit route. 3 s o ;

Res € request,

ae;‘l.:;hml%aa taken initia-

tive to open bank, godowns, and

customs, insurance and immi-

ation offices at Ban-glabandh

fore the opening ol transit
route on September 1.

Janmastomi
From Page 1

adesh is a land of reli-
gious harmony and amity, they
said and expressed the hope
that this trend would continue,
They urged all to build a happy
and prosperous country sinking
all differences.

BNP chairperson and Leader
of the Opposition in Parliament

aleda Zia also felici-
tated the members of Hindu
community.

In a message, Begum Zia
said, members of all religions
here perform their rites inde-
pendently. The people have
genuine respect for all reli-
gions, she said adding the mu-
tual respect among the mem-
bers of various religions has
consolidated our national

un:!lt{.

e day's programnmes in-
clude Sree Sree shna Aba-
han, puja, recitation from the
Geeta, Bhogue, Arati, proces-
sion, discussion and distribu-
tion of proshad in all Hindu
shrines.

In observance of the day, the
Mohanagar Sarbojanin Puja
Committee and Central Jan-
mastami Festival Committee
have jointly chalked out a
three-day programme. The pro-
gramme includes "Geeta-
ogama", Janmastami proces-
sion and discussion.

Geetaj will be held at 8
am today while a colourful pro-
cession be brought out from the
Dhakeswarli Temple at 3 pm,
Mayor Mohammad Hanif will
inaugurate the procession.

hanagar Sarbajanin Puja
Committee will also organise a
discussion meeting on August
26 where Foreign Minister Ab-
dus Samad Azad will be the
chief ;

A a recitation and paint-
ing competition for children
will also be arr in the city
today to mark the occasion.

Besides, some other Hindu
organisations have organised a
number of programmes, includ-
ing Nagarkirton, Geeta recita-
tion, Sree Sree Bhaganatpath,
Sree Krishna puja.

Sree Sree a Sangha has
chalked out an elaborate pme-
gramme. The Sangha will ar-
range Mangalcharan, puja,
recitation from Geeta and Bha-
awat, Sree Krishna Bhogue,
roti and distribution of

lpm.-lhnd_

Seminar foiled
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ditorium. A number of the au-
diences were also injured and a
vanity bag was snatched from a
woman during the attack.

The leaders of the Ainjibi
Parishad the attack as
they were offering Maghreb
prnz:rl inside the Press Club.

ter, reassembling in the
auditorium, the Ainjibi shad
held a protest meeting con-
demning the heinous attack
and blamed the pro-BNP terror-
ists for the incident.

Parishad president Meer
Habibur Rahman ded over
the meeting which was ad-
dressed by Awami League pre-
sidium member Dr M
Selim MP, Advocate Sahara
Khatun, Syed Rezaur Rahman,
AFM Mezbahuddin, Altaf Hos-
sain, Bashir Ahmed and Sub-
rata Chowdhury.

They demanded legal action
against the attackers and de-
scribed the incident as part of

the con the anti-lib-
eration g“rmwtn 1 the trial of
the killers of hu.

UNB adds: Meanwhile, BNP
Secretary General Abdul Man-
nan Bhuiyan has denied that

his party workers attacked the
ng on Bangabandhu.
"None of BNP men resorted

to such acts,” he told journal-
ists when asked about the at-
tack at a post-hartal press con-
ference at Jativa Press Club.
The BNP retary General
also condemned the terrorist
acts and said in a democratic
set-up such activities are not

acceptable.

Khaleda
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arrest of BNP leaders Anwar
Zahid, DCC commissioners
Makbul Ahmed and Chowdhu
Alam, J President Shafi
Alam an and other lead-
ers and workers of BNP and its
fmnthnrgam;auun:l.

She ressed deep s a-
thy for fhlgac who werg mmmmdp
or fell victims to police attacks
and repression during the har-
tal and demanded immediate
release of all arrested leaders
and workers.

The BNP Chairperson said
the government, under which
people’s life and pro ., and
country's independence and
sovereignty are not safe, and
which has become isolated
from the people, has resorted tc
repressive measures to stay in

"Insha Allah, patriotic peo-
le of the country will give be-
tung reply to the ment

and free the nation from this
misrule,” she said.

UNB adds, Jamaat-e-Islami
Senior Nayeb-e-Amir Maulana
Abbas Ali Khan also congratu-
lated the countrymen for ob-
unrlng the opposition-spon-
sored dawn-to-dusk hartal yes-
terday.

In a statement, he deplored
the attacks by ruling party's
armed cadres and policemen on
peaceful processions by opposi-
tion supporters during the har-
tal hours.

Khan condemned the attack
on Jamaat office at Narayan-
ganj. He demanded i ate
reduction of the raised fuel
I:)rlcc and release of the arrested
eaders and workers.

Pak denial
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tense border Saturday.

The defence ministry
spokesman accused Indians uf

ng to sabotage next month's
talks aimed at improving rela-
tions between the two countries.

"It all seemed to be a known

ttern of sabotaging the dia-
Elguc whenever it was initiated
to ease tension between Pak-
istan and India,” the
spokesman said.

: (Indians) have also in-
crea the helicopter activity
along the line of control in re-
cent days to vitiate the atmo-
sphere the forthcoming dia-
logue” between the two coun-
tries, the esman said.

India and Pakistan. in a new
bid to improve long strained re-
lations marred by two wars
over Kashmir, resumed bilat-
eral talks in March after a
break of more than three years.

BNP to hold
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announced that his party will
stage demonstrations through-
out the country tomorrow
ﬁ;oluung the "police action”.

also demanded release of the

arrested partymen and with-
drawal the enhanced fuel
prices.

“The next course of action
will be announced from tomor-

rTow's ", he said.
ENE vice-chairman MK An-

war, MP, former home minister
Abdul Matin Choudhury, Jatiy-
atabadi Ulema Dal leader Na-
jibul Bashar Maizbhandari,
central leaders Amanullah
Aman, MP, Habibur Rahman
Habib, Salahuddin Ahmed and
MA Jalil and Jatiyatabadi

Chhatra Dal resident

Hamg E in Man
were the injured, -
nan Bh said.

The arrested persons, iIn-

cluding a DCC commissioner,
Choudhury Alam, Mannan
Bhui said.

"Police started charging ba-
tons, ﬁﬂnhi tear gl‘:l shells and
chasing the peaceful pro-hartal
activists from 9.30 am at differ-
ent of the city”, he said.

lying to a question, the
consulting other opposition
parties ugnrdin!og: future
course of action. o -
tion parties will also lollow
BNP's demonstration pro-

, he added.
Asked to comment on the
BGMEA demand for the

ts sector out of

view of hartal, Mannan
Bhuiyan said, "We'll think of it
in future ... But before that tell
them (garments businessmen)
to ask the government to with-
draw its 52 days of hartal a year
(indicating inclusion of Satur-
day in the weekly holidays."

Nari Samaj
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torch procession after the
meeting. They also pelted
stones and bri ts.

After some efforts, Farida
Akhtar managed to restore or-
der at the rally.

The Nari Samaj in a
release later strongly ored
the attack.

At the rally, the speakers
demanded exemplary punish-
ment to those who were re-
sponsible for the incidents in-
volving Yasmin, Seema and
Nurjahan, and called for build-
ing up of strong social move-
ment against repression on

They essed apprehen

e r a -
sion th};tﬂtﬁ; way thcl:;nc:lduit:
of rape and oppression against
women were in , 'wWas
alarming to the security of
women.

The rally was addressed by,
among others, Sultana Akhtar
Ruby, Farida Akhtar. Sigma
Huda. Sammilito Nari Samaj
leaders Maleka . Naila
Khan, Shaheen and
Shirin Akhtar attended the

ml%’t:r the rally, the Sammal-
ito Nari Samaj brought out a

Fl::t?t:eﬂ from th:h“ﬁm Club
to Shahbagh Crossing.
JS: bills
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District and the Upazila Coun-
cils to ensure decentralisation
and accountability of the ad-
min:stratlun at the grassroots
level.

The offices under the Health,
Education, Agriculture, Disas-
ter Management, Relief, Live-
stock, Fi . Social Welfare,
Women and Children Affairs,
Youth and Cultural ministries
will be placed under these two
elected councils.

About three lakh
ment officials and

govern-
tadunder:ﬂm

will be

trict and Councils with
the implementation of the new
provisions.

Replying to a question, Zil-
lur Rahman said a five-member
Secretarial Commission
headed by Cabinet Secretary
Ataul Huq is a report
on power I.I'IJ function, right to
revenue assessment, taxation
and collection the District
and the Upaszila :

The rt will be submitted
to the government this month.



