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-
Lindsay's
- »
timely tonic
STONE MOUNTAIN, Georgia,
Aug 24: Lindsay Davenport
finished off one of the st
weeks of her career Saturday.
using only 58 minutes to beat
Frenchwoman Sandrine Testud
6-4. 6-1, and win the 450,000
dollars US Women's hardcourt
championships, reports AP.

Davenport, who has never
gotten past the quarterfinals in
a major, heads to New York on
pcrhupathehﬂlmllnfherca*

Th: fourth-seeded American
didn't lose a set in four matches
during the week- event at
Stnne Mountain Park, where

clptured a gold medal last
summer the Atlanta

m this whole hardcourt

season ['ve played cxtrc
well." said ng Ic.g
fur Hew York,

Saturd
sixth in the
*’Es this week,
I was n:ally ocu eer | WAS
able to play well in every
match.” -
Testud tried to play the same
baseline power game as Daven-
port shots.

Testud likes Davenport's
chances in the Open — if she
continues to play like she did in
the final tuneup event.

“But this is a very risky
game,” Testud added.”

Davenport has now won 10
straight matches at Stone
Mountain, where the ﬂiymplc

still ranks as the

t of her career. Maybe at

C over the next two
weeks in York.

Davenport received 79,000
dollars for her victory. Testud
collected 36,000 dollars as run-

ner-up.

Happy-go-lucky Hingis

NEW YORK, Aug
Martina
Hingln is having
too much fun to
change anything
'_ right now as she
sets her ts on
a thir:l ﬂir‘sj:éd Slam e this
{{ear a starting on

onday, repoﬂmttr, i

"I've just been relaxing for
two weeks at home, now I'm

rcady for the uneéu:re at 111'1;"'

S Open,” the 1 ar-o
Swtun sensation said gaturday
before heading out to practice
at the renovated US National
Tennis Centre complex.

World number one Hi
sidelined for a month earlier
this year after h her knee
:n a fall frnmhn hm;e. said sh:
s enjoying her riding —
wi — more than ever.

“I had a new horse to try at
I:omﬂ:t I've been ﬂdln‘ tw;t_}

orses Now ev
said. "Ihndalutnfhnthm

"Tve been jumping as high as

Hi has been riding high
on the s courts this season
as well.

She carries a 56-2 match
record this year into the Open
having become the youngest

Egyermtuhnldthemprmk
and the Australian
Open and n champion
this century.

is seeded number one
for the season's final Grand

Slam event — the youngest
ph Umrs to hold that honour
a

“It's not the first time I'm
seeded number one at a Grand
1gla.m tnurr!:am:nt 2 said,

enying that her ranki Ls
added pressure on her. e o

" won Wimbledon,” she
noted, where she was top-
seeded.

“That was one of the greatest
mmtl in my life, es Yy
tennis career. So it's not
thc I‘It" time, so there's no
The first blemish on Hingis'
1997 match record came in the
French finals to Croatian
Iva li. Her only other defeat
cam:u'ﬂrg mclg ago to Ameri-
can ndsa avenport in a
Yo Angeles

That was wh:n Hingis
headed home for a litile rest
and relaxation.

Hingis' rivals will include
second seed Monica Seles, Jana
Novotna of the Czech ch

ussies want to take
Ashwunzhome

SYDNEY,
The Austra ﬂ.n
| Cricket Board
| (ACB) is to ask
England to hand
F Y. Au-
stralian media reported today,
says Reuter.

The Sun-Herald said an ACB
meeting in Melbourne on Fri-
day resolved to write to English

cials requesting that the

tiny urn be handed over.

Mthn h Australia have
held the es for the past eight
years, the trophy has always
remained in l.ancé

The Sunday Tl:ll:graph said
ACB chairman Denis Rogers
decided to present the issue to
his board after wicketkeeper
lan Healy
be allowed to take the t.rn
home after wi
series for a record succcs-
sive time.

“We res that ownership
is ownership and we would
never argue that it belonged to
us, ﬁ:gu'saaid

"But it's the 1990s and we're
writing to the MCC to ask
whether they would consider al-
lowing the Ashes to come to
Australia.

"It might add a new dimen-
sion to the Ashes series by
having the urn move back and
forth when it ch hands."”

The legend of Ashes be-
gan in 1882 when the spo
times ran a mock obituary to
English cricket after the na-
tional team had been beaten by

a team from Australia.

Later that year Ivo Bligh
took a team to Australia,
promising to bring back the
Ashes nglish cricket.”

consistent French player Ms:
Pierce. "l feel fit anl::l mm&dyg
this tournament.," she an-
nounced.

Hingis, who fell in a dra-
matic semifinal to eventual
champion Steffi Graf at last

year's Open at the tender age of

Moya-Rafter
Hamlet finale

COMMACK, New York. Au
24: Fifth-seeded Carlos Moya o
Spain beat count an Julian

so 6-2, 6-3 on Saturday to
reach thc ﬂnal of the Hamlet

Cu

Rlu 20 rankcd eighth in
the wurid will face eighth-
seeded Patrick Rafter of Aus-
tralia. Rafter followed his quar-
terfinal victory over Michael
 Chang with a 6-4, 6-4 decision
| over ltuth-luﬁdﬂd Thomas En-
q\dat of Sweden.

c;;y winless in four previ-
ous finals appearances this

year, needed only 21 minutes to
take the first set against
Mnnun

etting back to where |
was tn ustralia and | feel ve
cnnl'ldc;'latjdguing into the U
Moya, who lost the
Auutralian Open final to top-
ranked Pete Sampras. "Alter
Australia, everyone expected
that | would win every time.
That's impossible.”

Alonso, in only his second
tour semifinal, lost six of the
final seven games after [aking
the first two games in the sec
ond set.

Moya closed out the match
with his sixth break.

Marcelo, Sjeng
fight for title

BROOKLINE, Massachusetts,
Aug 24: Second-seeded Marcelo
Rios of Chile and unseeded
Sjeng Schalken of the Nether-
lands won semifinal matches
Saturda to move into the sin-

ﬂnll of the MES Pro
ham ionships at the Long-
ricket Club, AP.

Schallu:n continued his
string of u&:uts by defeating
fifth- uedt Albert Costa of
Spain 6-4, 5-7, 6-3 and Rios beat
unseeded Jeff 6-4, 6-3.

Schalken broke for a 5-3
lead in the third set, then held
serve at 40-30, forcing Costa to
return a volley wide down the
right sideline.

said Australia ahuuld ;

*was to be

this tournament, | would be

He fulfilled his goal and was
later presented with a small
pottery um — about 10 centime-
tres in height — containing the
Ashes of a wooden cricket balil.

The urn remained in Bligh's
keeping until his death in 1927
when his widow presented it to
the MCC. It has since remained
in the memorial gallery at

_Lon:ls

The only time the Ashes
were released was for a brief
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inl t
?nwn aboard Queen Eliza-
beth's private plane.

15, said the growth in her game

"l think [ just gut older one
year," she reckoned, "Your

physical part of the body just
rows. You become stronger
ust automatically. That's why
my serve becomes stronger or
my groundstrokes. That's why [
became a better player on the
court.”

Hingis wants nothing more
than to win the Open but
knows that victory would bring
a moment of

"If I would do well here at

evVen more at that I
didn't win the French Open fi-
nals,” she said, referring to the
missing piece to a Gr Slam.

"But, you know, you never
know what's going to happen in
the future, so I'm just trying to
go round by round. We'll see

what's gﬂin% happen at thtp
teron.” '

.'H i

Sport
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own mark

COLOGNE, Germany, Aug 24:
Denmark's Wilson Kipketer
broke his own B800m world
record when he clocked 1min
41.1]1 secs here today, reports
AFP.

The Kenyan born Kipketer
set his ous record earlier
this month in Zurich when he
ran 1:42.24,

Johnson skips
' L] L
festival of sprint’

SICILY, Aug 24: Double
Olympic champion Michael
Johnson will not run in a "fes-
tival of sprint” at the World
Student Games because of his
continuing injury problems,
world athletics chief Primo
Nebiolo said on Saturday, re-
ports Reuter.

Johnson had said he was
keen to race in the festival,
scheduled for the last weekend
of the Games on August 30-31,
but Nebiolo said the American's
lingering thigh injury would
prevent him from running.

"It's truly sad but there's no
use pretcnding that he'll run,”
said Nebiolo, adding he had
nevertheless asked Johnson to
come to Sicily as a guest.

"We've asked him to come
anyway to show his affection
from the Sicilian people. If he
did one lap of the track it could
have more significance than a
race.”

Johnson pulled out of Fri-
day's Grand Prix in Brussels
and was to cut short
his season because of disap-
poin recent formm and return
to the United States.

§% spiificry Fratle Frader
class sprinters e er-
icks, Ato Boldon, Bruny Surin,
Gail Devers and Merlene Ot
udl_ﬂ lfum te in ﬂi_:lh: festiva L
whic bring the two-wee

to a close.

None of the athletes, how-
ever, have confirmed participa-
tion.

Malaysian
Open TT

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 24:
Chim:ac top seed Kun,g ui
beat Saive Jean-Michel
uf um 21-11, 21-15, 21-15
in 28 minutes to win the
Malaysian Open table tennis
champiunahip today, reports.
AFP.

The women's singles title
was won by favourite and three-
time world champion, China's
Deng Yaping, who beat compa-
triot Yang Ying 21-14, 15-
21-14, 21-19.

In the men's doubles final,
Chinese pair Ma Lin and Yan
Sen pushed aside compatriots
Kong Ling Hui and Liu Gaso

-17, 21-17.

But in the women's doubles
final, South Korean pair, Park
Hae-Jung and Kim Moo-Kyo

| beat Chinese pai Yap
.nld‘!mgl'nngjﬂ-w"ﬁ 13, ?ig .

14,

=

Mﬂry PlEI!'EE of France (L) and Anke Huber of Germn.ny smﬂe
before their benefit doubles match against Mary Jo
Fernandez of America and Mirjana Lucic of Croatia at the
Arthur Ashes Stadium in Flushing Meadows, New York.

— AFP/UNB photo
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Frank Esposito (C) may be Ehﬂl‘t in stature. But the Frenchman stood taller than the others at
the European Swimming Champmnahlpa by wmnmg the men's 200m freestyle gold in Sevilla on
Aug 23. A beaming Esposito on the winners' podium along with Denis Silantiev of Ukraine (L)
and Stephen Parry of Bntam who clinched the silver and bronze respectively.

— AFP/UNB photo

Alexander 'the great' Popov

SEVILLE, Spain,
Aug 24: Alcxander
Popov, invincible
for the past six

years, scoo his
third ldpﬁmgda.l
of the European Swimming

Championships with a typica-
lly smooth victory in the men's
50 metres freestyle on Satur-

day. reports Reuter.

One year on from the rnlﬁht
he was stabbed by a on
seller on a Moscow street,
Popov serenely maintained his
record of all his major
l:harn ionship freestyle races

s debut in 1991.

Puﬁov who has also won his
fou Euro 100 freestyle
title and led Russia to victory in
the 4x100 freestyle relay, swung
clear in the second half of the
one-length sprint to win in
22.30 seconds, the best time in
the world this year.

"It's not the fastest time ['ve
ever done — just a time,
but competition is the best
source of trai " the 25-year-
old Australian-based Russian
said.

Britain's Mark Foster, world
short-course 50 freestyle cham-

n in 1993, took the silver in

2.53 and Frenchman Julien
Sicot the bronze in 22.78.

It was a great day for the
older generation, with three
swimmers more venerable than
the seasoned Popov claiming
gold in the San Pablo Pool.

The most loudly acclaimed
winner was Spain's Martin
' Lopez Zubero, born and based in
the US but a Spaniuh national
hero since his ympic 200
backstroke victnry at e 1992
Barcelona Games.

The 28-year-old, clinched
his fourth 100 metres
backstréke title to the noisy de-
light of the home fans who
chanted his name and sang
‘'viva Espana’ to celebrate
Spain's first gold medal on the
penultimate day of the 12-day
championships.

seventh at the turn,
he accelerated on the second
length to win in a modest 55.71
from Eithan Urbach, who
clinched Israel's first-ever Eu-
ropean championship medal
with a silver in 55.88, and Rus-
sias 200 backstroke gold me-
dn.lill V]adimir Selkov (55.97).
Very na It's my
fuurth European PIP&J] title, it’ a
very important to havc won
across eight years.,” world
champion Lopez Zubero said.

Franck Esposito recaptured
ﬂc mmmfg]- butterfly crown

wor tl'nm:.gh
on the last half- I:ng‘lh to over-
take Ukraine's Denis Silantiev
for the goid.

The 26-year-old Frenchman,
bronze mcdallnt to Silantiev's
silver in Wednesday's 100 but-
terfly. won by the handsome
margin of 1.24 seconds in
1:57.24 to consi the "Tkrai-
nian to his second silver.

"l know he (Silantiev) goes
out very fast. It appeared to me
that I had to ~stay with him and

come back,” Esposito, 1992

Olympic bronze medalist, said. '

"l had to do a hell of a last
50.., in the last 15 metres I
breathed only once, technically

Ididntfeelangoodbut!hada
lot of energy."

Olympic and world cham-

pion 8 Pankratov, who had
won the European crown in
1993 and 1995, failed to make
the final, finis 11th overall
in the heats, nearly two seconds
behind Esposito.

The fourth vintage winner
was 27-year-old Kerstin Kiel-
ass, who gained compensation
or the loss of her 200 freestyle
crown to Ireland’'s Michelle de
Bruin by winning the women's
800 freestyle.

Kielgass overtook Dutch
pace-setter Carla Geurts in the
second half of the race to win in
8:34.41 from Geurts (8:36.14)
and fellow former East German
Jana Henke (8;39.93).

Oxana Verevka, at 20 the
youngest of the da]rs individual
champions, won the women's
200 individual medley in the
absence of Olympic c Kampiun
De Bruin, who decided not to de-
fend her European crown be-
cause she was tired out after
winning two golds and a silver
in three days.

Verevka, born in Ukraine
but now competing for Russia,
took the I:ad from Martina
Moravcova on the second
Ien th— the backstroke le

built a big enough lead to
rcs:st a sto freestyle fin-
ish from the Slovak swimmer,
who had to settle for her thircl
sllver medal of the champi-

onships.
But on an afternoon for

"golden oldies,” European ju-
nior champion Yana

Klochkova of aine served a
remainder that youth will have

its day.

_ALEXANDER POPOV

Just 15 and silver medalist
behind De Bruin in Tuesday's
400 individual medley,
Kochkova finished a mere 0.01
seconds h-ehjnd Moravcova and
addeﬂ
t Dn‘ul"‘lr

‘l“I'I

Roggiero reglsters
first pole position

MOSCOW, Aug 24: "Feeling
confident and cumfnrtahie“
drove Massimo Roggiero back
to his favoured DAC powerboat
in Italy a month ago, and on
Saturday his comfort zone and
the DAC drove him to the pole

sition for Sunday's Grand

of Russia, says a press re-
lease.

The Italian scorched the
Volga River course in a lap of

42.19 seconds, out Amer-
ican Scott Gillman who clocked
42.30.

It was the Gold Leaf F1 Rac-
teamn's first pole of the 1997
UIM Formula 1 powerboat sea-
son. Better still, teammate
Jonathan Jones also made it to
Saturday's top-six shootout
qualifier and m&:tart fifth, af-
ter turning in a best lap of 43.39
seconds. i

Pertti
was third
n% champion Guido Cap llini
of taly qualiﬂ:d fourth (42.68)
and Germany's Mikael Werner
rounded out the super-six with a
time of 43.68 0

Brillant sunshine, 30 Cel-
sius temperatures and a serene
Volga River greeted the Formula
| powerboat circus on Saturday,
and the top boats made the most
of the H:Ica] conditions.

in

i Kntertainment Guide

However, Humaid Bakhit of
the United Arab Emirates team
barrel-rolled in c‘ualif}ring
crashing and partially sinking
before being rescued by the spe-
cial Osprey emergency team,
Bakhit was taken to local hos-
pital where he was being kept
under observation for the night.
UIM ofticials reported that
condition was described as

ala of Finland
H'fgiﬂ 1996 defend- °

¥,
(oM PLAYER

FIRACING {1 AM

doctors.

In all. 23 drivers qualified
for the Grand Prix of Russia.
including two Russian competic
tors, Victor Kunich, 13th, and
Sergel Girov, 23rd.

q;:lzrr- to, her collec-

| Boldon gets

hero's welcome

PORT-OF-SPAIN, Trinidad,
Aug 24: Two weeks after win-
ning a gold medal at the World
Championships, sprinter Ato
Boldon returned to a hero's
welcome in Trinidad and the
E;'umia: of financial su rt in

8 pursuit of Olympic gold.

"God is great,” Ato exclaimed
as he waved his gold medal for
the thousands of fans who
gathered to greet him at an
open-air ceremony Saturday
evening at Piarco International
Alrport, reports AP.

'l feel a sense of joy the likes
of which I never felt before,"
Boldon said, near tears.

Boldon, who won the gold
medal in the 200 metres at the
World Championships 1in
Athens, was greeted by Prime

Minister Baseo Panday. The 23-
year-old sprinter will be
awarded a 42,000 dollars an-
nual rant until 2000 to "en-
sure t ou return from the
Sydne.:,r D ympics with gold,"
Panday said

In addition to the grant,
Boldon will be given two first-
class airline tickets each year to
return ftn hi;;-]1 home CaILbbean
nation irom his training base in
Los Angeles,

Also receiving a rousing wel-
come was Boldon's American
coach, John Smith, who char-
acterized the sprinter's victory
as a true comeback after he
performed disappointingly in
the 100 metre sp at Athens.

Boldon, said Smith, "went to
the 200-metre start in deep de-
spair with nothing in his tank,
It was God and his roots in
Trinidad which took him
through.”

The win was an important
one for Boldon, who had pre-
dicted great success for himself
at the Atlanta Olympics, but
came away with two bronzes,
not the golds he had ed.

He said his World Champi-
onships gold medal would re-
main in his home country,
alongside his Olympic bronze
medals, "to inspire some yo
person, because that's what
am about — winning guld
;’inrdalﬂ and bringing them back

ome

University Games
Ukrainian
rules the day

SICILY, Aug 24: Ukraine's
Elena Vitrichenko picked up
three golds and a bronze medal
Sunday in the rhythmic gym-
nastic discipline competitions
at the World University Games,
adding to her title from the all-
around event. reports AP.

By midday Sunday., the
fourth day of competition, no
country had garnered more gold
medals than the four captured
by the Ukrainian.

Vitrichenke, a bronze
medalist ‘'in the all-arbund at
the Atlanta Olympics, won the
rope and ribbon outright,
shared the hoop gold with
France's Eva Serrano, and took
bronze in the clubs.

Unlike the traditional form,
artistic nastics, where ath-
letes do aerial moves and hand-
springs, rhythmic nastics
is based more on dance The
competitors perform a series of
floor exercises with a ribbon, a
hmfa a n:épe Snd cé;.llhﬁ

ter sunday, Olympic rings
champion Yuri Chechi ntgu
make what's likely his final
appearance in competition. The
Italian had to contend with the
Chinese who've dominated the
men's artistic astics here,
1aki the team title and s

ﬂ'lt: medals in the individual

-around.

'I‘he women, including 16-
time Olympic and world
medalist Shannon Miller of the
United States, were also in ac-
tion for the apparatus medals.

MEDALS TABLE

The medals table at the 19th
World University Games,
through Saturday:

China
Ukraine
United States
Russia

Cuba

Hungary

Belarus

Italy

Romania
Poland
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