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Key man behind
bringing rocket
launcher held

Police yesterday arrested the
key person responsible for
nf in the much-talked
rocket launcher recovered by
the detective branch about two
month ago. UNB.

on a tip-off, a team of
arrested

Motijheel thana
Kgiyum, 28, from in front of
Natoredame College in the city
at about 9 pm. He was taken to
thana custody.

he t be brought under DB
on remand for further
in tion.

The DB recovered the for-
eign-made rocket launcher
with a gun from Aram-

bagh in the city on June 27 fol-
statements by four peo-

— Lalu, Sultan, and

mentioned Kaiyum's
name as the key son for
bringing the rocket launcher in
the coun

Police ~ and intelligence

agencies had taken the recovery

seriously as they considered the

presence of such rocket
See Page 12 Col 3

Autorickshaw
strike postponed

Autorickshaw drivers have
postponed their non-stop strike
and decided to drive their three-
wheelers from today, reports

UNB.

They observed the strike in
o ?ltayyhr tthe:ﬂa expressi :
tive Yy n
mlld:ﬂt;u with the hnrtnﬁ
called by the BNP to protest the
increase in fuel price.

The drivers
cessions in different of
the city and joined a rally of
Dhaka District Autorickshaw
Workers Union.

The union leaders told the
in front of its Paltan office
morning that the people

See Page 12 Col 1

Khaleda leaves
Karachi for

Islamabad

BNP Ch and leader
in Parliament

t out pro-

in

Chairperson was
received T‘ni Social Welfare
Minister mina Daulot Ana
at the Karachi Airport at 1.30

m Zia is on a three-day
visit to Pakistan at the invita-
tion of Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif.
desh

f
officials and Bangla-
ty High Commissi-
oner to tan Aktaruzza-

man were present at the airport,
according to a party press

70 ’"pushed back’

from India

From Our Correspondent

wSML{B[} 24: Ban-
gladesh Rifle personnel
arrested 70 people back’
from India near Hakimpur

Fifty Years of
South Asia: Gory
All the Way
Column: Perspectives
by Brig (Rtd) M Abdul
Hafiz
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Police lobbed tear gas shells to disperse pickets at Top

Dawn-to-dusk hartal observed |

100 hurt in sporadic
clashes, 40 arrested

At least 100 people were in-
jured, one of them critically, in
c clashes yester-
ay's dawn-to-dusk hartal
across the country.called by the
BNP in protest against price
hike of petroleum products,
Besides, more than 40 pro-
hartal activists were arrested
and several people including a
few women were beaten up dur-
ing police-picket clashes in the
capital.
Those beaten ug
P

police in
the city included B

ice Pres-

ident M K Anwar MP, former
home minister and BNP leader
Abdul Matin Chowdhury and

b

A JCD activist trying Lo s

A ty 1
(DIG) E?;:lrm.

ave herself as police lathicharged

khana Road in the city during hartal hours yesterday.

— Star photo

By Staff Correspondent

ously injured when hit by a tear
gas shell at the back of his head
in front of the Jatiya Press Club
in the morning. Police was fir-
ing shells at a small BNP rally
there.

Habib was ;‘Terated upon at
thé¢ Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH). After a three-
hour operation, surgeons told
newsmen that they would be
able to make a’'positive com-
ment’ on the condition of the
injured after 48 hours.

A news agency report, how-
ever, &:ntcd ea neurologist
Prof Rashiduddin Ahmed, who
anmi;md th; victim as saying:

's condition is ;
il-lll.l:::i ! good, he is
nspector General
based at the Po-

R e e

pickets near the Foreign Ministry in the city during hartal

hours yesterday.

— Star photo

lice headquarters, has been as-
signed to investigate the inci-
dent and submit a report within -
three days.

Meanwhile, the Health Min-
ister, Minister of State for In-
formation and Prime Minis-
ter's press secretary visited the
DMCH to see the condition of
Habib.

Trouble in the Press Club
area an when some activists
from a BNP procession started
tearing banners hoisted on the
occasion of ‘National Mourning
Ecﬁrl;chht hhimners were in-

wit honour-
ing Bangabandhu ghclkh Mu-
jlhl#‘m hum
| the
cessionists and chased l;;
See Page 12 Cal 1

BNP to hold
countrywide
demonstrations

tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent

At least 150 BNP activists
were injured in "indiscriminate

and unprovoked” police action
and another 100 nrl:;ﬂed in the

capital during yesterday's har-
uf the ga:reury :
Abdul Mannan MP. claimed at

a press conference.
Besides. a large number of
workers were s to
pu"ccuf b on in mwh other
parts country e "peo-
ple were observing the hartal
peacefully,” Mannan Bhuiyan
told the press conference at the

Jatiya Press Club.
e BNP Secretary General

See Page 12 Col 8

Press Club

auditorium

ransacked,
seminar foiled

A seminar on the National
Mourning Day was foiled when
a section of all terrorists
raided the seminar venue at
Jatiya Press Club yesterday

evening, re s BSS.
Bmglacf::ltl Awami Ainjibi

Parishad has organised the
seminar to mark the 22nd an-
nivers of death of Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man.
According to witnesses and
organisers, the attack came
from a post-hartal rally -
ised by BNP in front of the
Press Club. .
The attackers snatched away
the banner and festoons from
the dais and ransacked the au-
See Page 12 Col 7

Clash on Kashmir bor_de_r denied

Bid to sabotage peace
talks : Pakistan

ISLAMABAD. Aug 24: Pak-
istani defence ministry offi-
cials vehemently denied Indian
military reports today that 51
Pakistani soldiers were killed
in heavy fighting between the
two armies along their border
in disputed Kashmir state, re-
ports AFP.

“‘No exchange of. fire has
taken place in the past two.
three days in Uri and Ea.rgll Sec-
tors” as claimed by Indian offi-
cials. a defence ministry
spokesman here said.

An Indian militar
spokesman earlier said E'Jr]y
Pakistani troops were killed
and 45 others wounded when
the Indian army retaliated after

gunbattles erupted late Satur. |

day and continued today.
Indian officials said the
worst fighting involving heavy
amu%m going on today at
Uri, kilometers northwest
of Jammu in Indian held
Kashmir, as well as at Kargil

Earlier story on page8
about 500 kilometers to the
northeast.

“There is no question of
heavy casualties as there was
no clash in the two sectors “ a
Pakistani defence ministry
spokesman told AFP

The Pakistani defence min-
istry earlier said clashes took
glare in Chakhoti, Pandu and

ank sub-sectors along the
See Page 12 Col 7

Nar1 Samaj rally y

attacked
By Staff Correspondent

Some unruly elements at-
tacked a women's rally
the death anniver of Yas-
min, in front of the Jatiya Press
Club yesterday evening.

The rally was organised by
the "Sammalito Nari Samaj.” a
women's rights organisation on
the occasion of its "Women's
Oppression Resistance Day."

According to witnesses,
some unmlﬁ people who were
attending a BNP m in the
vicinity, suddenly attac the
rally of the Sammalito Narl
Samaj.

The activists suddenly dis-
rupted the meeting of the Nari
Samaj when one of the speak-
ers. Sultana Ruby, was deliver-
ing her address. They seized the
microphone and snatched the
torches which were kept by the
womens group to bring out a

See Page 12 Col 8

People express
no-confidence
in govt: Khaleda

BNP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia has congratulated
the coun for m the
countrywide dawn-to-dusk har-
tal a success, reports UNB.

um Zia, who is now in
Islamabad on her way to USA,
in a faxed statement yesterday
said people have demonstrated
their no-confidence in the gov-

ernment by observing the har-
tal spontaneously.
She said people have also

expressed their protest through
the hartal against the unprece-
dented price hike of gasoline.

"Now it will be wise for the
government to cancel immedi-
ately its anti-people decision of
enhancing the fuel price,” she
observed.

The Leader of the Opposition
in Parliament protested and
condemned the police action on
pro-hartal activists without
any provocation.

She blamed the government
for instigating and instructing
the police to attack the opposi-

See Page 12 Col 7

look

By Staff Correspondent
More than 90 per cent of Ra-

juk stafl were absent from work

during the hartal hours yester-

When this correspondent
visited Rajuk Bhaban at around
noon, a guard at the main gate
said, ere is none in the
building. where do you want go
S i See Page 12 Col 4

The blood bank at Dhaka
Medical College Hospital lacks
a centrifuge, an instrument for
:cﬂparaung blood components,

ecting vital life saving ther-
apies.

According to sources in the
blood bank. a centrifuge was
wanted since it was established
but it is yet to be supplied de-
spite repeated appeals to the ap-
propriate authorities.

ey never thought why the
apparatus is so important. A
former director last year had
allocated funds to buy two
fridges to preserve blood. But
without a centrifuge machine,
we are crippled.” said a doctor
in the blood bank requesting

anun}rmiar.
"Everyday we receive requi-
sition for about 60 of blood

but we can supply less than half
the demand. In most cases, pa-
tients require different compo-
nents of the blood and not be
'‘whole blood.” We could serve
more patients had there been a
centrifuge in the blood bank,"

&

Sammilito Nari Samaj brought out a procession in the city yesterday protesting violence

against women.
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Bills for village, union council

polls

The government is going t
introduce two separate bills on
the newly created village and
union councils in the next par-
liament session beginning Au-

gust 30
this to UNB,

Disclosing
LGRD Minister Zillur Rahman
yesterday said the bills would
also be passed in this session to
ensure Village Council and
Union Council elections in De-
cember,

He said voting would be held
simultaneously from December
1 to December 31 in some 4471
uirl'ﬂﬂn and 40,239 village coun-
cils.

Zillur said two more hills re-
garding the Upazila Council
and District Council would be
placed in parliament's seventh
session, possibly in October-
November.

Replying to a question, he
said Upazila and District Coun-
cil elections are likely to be
held early next year. Schedules
of the elections will be an-
nounced by the Election Com-
mission.

to

During an hour-long inter-
view at his Secretariat office,
the Local Government, Rural
Development and Cooperatives
Minister explained the objec-
tives of the four-tier local gov-
ernment administration.

He said Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina's government is
committed to decentralising the
administration to reach the
frluits of democracy to the peo-
ple.

The proposed four-tier local
administration will be made
accountable to the people, en-
suring democracy and devel-
opment at the grassroots level

ough devolution of i

About the structure of Vil-
lage Council, the Minister said
there will be nine elected Wards
in each union. Under this new
formation, almost each village
will have its elected representa-
tive. An elected member of the
Ward will be ex-officio Chair-
man of the proposed Village
Council,

Zillur said the Village and
the Union Councils would pre-

be placed in JS

pare their own development
projects and implement those
in their respective areas.

The two councils will have
the power to assess and collect
revenue under their jurisdic-
tion. The government will also
provide necessary funds for
their development projects.

Zillur said people's partici-
pation in the infrastructure de-
velopment would provide an
opportunity to change their
economic condition.

About the modality of Up-
azila Council, he said 30
cent women members wnulcl be
elected directly. The s h
and modality of the, Upazila
Council are under study.

The District Council will
also have elected representa-
tives of women. A proposal for
giving status of State Minister

to the elected District Council
Chairman is under considera-

tion.

Zillur said some 40 offices
under 23 ministries and divi-
sions would be placed under the

See Page 12 Col 8

) _$400m _gor dev_projegts lil_(Ell

ADB to send team to
study feasibility of
(Ganges Barrage soon

The Asian Development
Bank will send a mission to
B adesh soon to study the
feasibility of a e over the
Ganges, the rrnject crucial for
about 40 million
tht:j hazards of desertification
and arsenic poisoning, reports
UNB. B PO

The ADB. one of the
donors to the country, is a

ted to provide some 400
million US dollars in assis-
tance to Bangladesh for its var-
fous dmlnpmﬂgg)r{:ggtts dur-
ing the current 1997-98 fiscal.

During the official-level
talks between the ADB and the
government at a city hotel yes-

terday. ADB president Mitsuo -

Satg nqed to send the arptel:'t
mm ._‘m [ ]
" Bank's a‘nbfn m&umeh. '

Janmastomi
today

By Staff Correspondent

The Hindu community will
celebrate Janmastomi. the
birthday of Lord Sree Krishna.
across the country today.

The day is a public holiday.

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed and Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina in separate
mcasafca felicitated the mem-
bers of the community on the
occasion.

See Page 12 Col 6

DMCH yet to have a cenirifuge
to separate blood components

By Naimul Haq

he said.

Giving an example, the doc-
tor said, a patient sufferin
from trombocytopama will fee
greatly relieved if he is given a
sufficient quantity of platelets
separated from blood. In such a
case, the doctor is prescribi
transfusion of 'whole blood'
which partly relieves the pa-
tients. Similar is the case with
a patient suffering from
anaemia, a common disease.
An anaemic patient suffers
from deficiency of red blood
cells (RBC). "Whole blood' would

artly relieve the sufferings.

€ correct treatment is inject-

ing concentrated RBC, the doc-
tor said.

There are many other com-

nents like plasma, white

lood cells, anti-bodies, serum,

"blood factors in the blood.

These components have various
densities and are separated
from the fluid portion of the
blood by the centrifuge through
application of centrifugal force.
“We will be able to overcome

ple facing .

ma{nr '
S0

Finance Minister Shah AMS
Kibria led the Bangladesh side
in the meeting while the ADB
team was headed by Sato, who
arrived in Dhaka Saturday
night on a four-day official
visit to Bangladesh.

Economic Relations Divi-
sion (ERD) Secretary Dr Masi-
hur Rahman and ADB Alterna-
tive Executive Director M
Faizur Razzak were included in
the adesh side.

ADB Resident Representa-
tive in Dhaka Bhanuphal Ho-
rayngura was in the ADB team

during the meeting that lasted

for more than one and a half
hours discussing various eco-
nomic issues and future pro-

jects.
"We had a satisfactory
. discussion, told. &

men of the outcome of the meet-
ing. He said the government's
economic policies and future
development agenda were ex-
plained to the ADB chief.

The minister said they had
detailed discussions on poverty
alleviation, government's
commitment to education and
eradication of illiteracy. rural
infrastructure development and
regional cooperation.

Kibria said the ADB chief
expressed his satisfaction over
the overall success of the

. Bangladesh economy, particu-

larly the economic stability,
low level of inflation and eco-
nomic growth rate,

See Page 12 Col 4

the crisis of blood if we are
equip with a centrifuge de-
vice. Instead of giving 'whole
blood' we would separate the
components and give the pa-
tients the requi thing. With
about 25 bags of blood, we will
able to satisfy more than 100
patients a day," the doctor said.

A centrifuge machine costs
between Taka 7 and 18 lakh.
The authorities concerned
promised many times to pro-
vide the blood unit with a
machine but did not give, he
said.

Other sources said most of
the existing machines in the
department are over 25 years
old. Some of these are in use
without undergoing servicin
for the last 30 s. The disti
water tank the microsco
need to be replaced immedi-

ate{zi_l

en contacted the DMCH
authorities said, "The depart-
ment will be given the required
devices according to priority
when funds will be available.”

— Star photo

—

Juba League
activists shot
dead in N’ganj

By Staff Correspondent

A Juba League activist was
fatally injured as unidentified
gunmen shot him at Morapara
under Rupganj thana ih
Faraymganj yesterday morn-
ng.

Tarik Bin Jamal, 29, was hit
in his chest when the assailants
opened fire from a close range
near the TNO office in Rupganj
at about 11 am, police saldp

Son of a former Upazila
chairman, Tarik was rushed to
the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH).

Later, he was shifted to the
Chest Diseases Institute where
hgu m;::;:uara';bed to his injuries at
about 4:30 pm, according to
lice and hospital sources. o=

The motive behind the
killing could not be known
immediaﬂely. AfUHB report
quoting the SP of Narayangan
said the incident was a sequel t{':-
previous enmity.

Our Narayanganj Corre-

BNP activists. He was a thana
level leader of the Pro-Awami
Juba League.
ejgaon police sent Tarik's
body to the DMCH for autopsy.

Businessman
murdered

in Savar

SAVAR, Aug 24: A youn
businessman was killed al-
legedly by his friend at Na-
garkonda village here on Sat-
urday night, rts UNB.

Police said Golam Sarwar,
28, of Savar Bank Colony was
killed by his friend Helal of Na-
garkonda village as he went to
visit his (Friend's) residence on
Saturday.

Helal confessed to the police
as he was interrogated after his
arrest. -

The body was sent to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
morgue for autopsy.

BCL activist
hurt in attack
in Feni dies

FENI, Aug 24: A Chhatra
League activist succumbed to
his injuries at the Sadar Hospi-
ct?] here yesterday, report agen-

es.

Nazrul Islam (20). was ad-
mitted to the hospital after be-
ing seriously injured in an at-
tack by BNP terrorists near
Feni Polytechnic Institute on
the day.

Nazrul was a d?ree student
of Feni College and joint secre-
tary of Chhagalnaiya thana
unit of BCL.

The Chhatra Dal activists
allegedly had abducted Nazrul
Islam. They also snatched away
the body of the victim from the
Hospital early today.

Awami League sources said,
eight Awami League, Jubo
League and Chhatra League
leaders and workers were
by the terrorists of BNP in Feni
district since the BNP govern-
ment stepped down from power.

Chhatra e workers Ba-
har Ahmed (25) was beaten to
death today by the JCD activists
on Tuesday night. The miscre-
ants abducted the victim along
with his friends Obaidul Haq

Babu and Delwar Hossain when
they were gossiping in front of

See Page 12 Col 3

Truck driver hurt
in Ctg clash dies

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Aug 24: Truck
driver Bacchu Meah, who re-
ceived bullet wounds du a
clash with members of the
Ansars at Chittagong Port on
Friday Evcni:lg led at Chit-
t Medical College Hospital

this morning, hospital sources

Meanwhile, port police today
arrested two members of
Ansars on charge of firing on
truckers that led to the death of
Bacchu.




