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ISTORICALLY, Concern

for the ection of
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expression exclusive
at the national or domestic
level in accordance with the
varying notions of changi
times. Even in the nation
sphere prevailing power struc-

tures in

sisted acce { nc:l. be nu:;d
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of the ts of Man, and

of the citizen etc. These instru-

which inherited a

from the cen-
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suring human rights to people
by the international commu-
nity. However, if the state con-
cerned fails to ensure protec-
tion to the people or if it vio-
lates the fundamental princi-
of the Charter of the United
ations and when the states are
far from ectors of in-
dividual's fu tal rights
and become tormentors, the is-
sue of international action be-
comes im tive. We are at the
fine edge of the 21st century and
the authoritarian regimes can
not be agfuumd to a a?ce the
concept ty for un-
dermining the rights guaran-
teed under the Constitution and
by the instruments of the
nited Nations. Effective
~mechanisms nationally and
regionally are to be evolved and
flourished for the sake of pro-
tecting, and enforc-

the administrative and judicial
levels. The bility of setting
up regional court of human

rights as has been done in Eu-
rope may be debated. A brief
look at the European system
can be of great help in this re-
gard.

A prominent regional
achievement is the European
Convention for the Protection
of Human ts and Funda-
mental F oms. The Euro-

Convention established a
E?;l?mlsainn and a Court for
handling both state and indi-
vidual complaints. In some in-
stances in uals are able to
assert their human rights in
courts or other a riate fo-
rums. For example, the Euro-

Convention on Human

ts and the Optional proto-
to the Covenant on civil and
Political Rights establish spe-
cific procedures for the
of complaints by private indi-
viduals where the nation con-
cerned has to such a pro-
cedure. IE = iluf human
ts, it long been appar-
g‘lgth that the mere creation of in-
ternational standards may be
meani if it is unaccom-
ate institu-
tional enforcement mecha-
nisms at the transnational
level. The European Commis-
sion and the Court of Human
Rights of the Council of Europe,
are generally considered to
the most efiective existing en-
forcement institutions, inspite
of their limited geographical

ﬁe Euro Convention
on Human Rights represents
more than a common standard
of nc:l:::vement. It imposes
upon mntrlcuﬁ state par-
ties a certain body l:ga.l prin-
ciples which they are obliged to
conform to. In specific cases

sured la::the part of the
domestic law of many of the
contracting state parties. The
Convention's provisions are
deemed to maintain great valid-
ity whether or not r legisla-
tion on the subject exists at the
domestic level. The basic func-
tion of this mac consists
primarily of examining and

whether domestic

law as it s complies with

18 en=

the provisions of the Conven-
tion. Although constructed
upon tenets of traditional
treaty law, the Convention Law
transcends the traditional
boundaries drawn between in-
ternational and domestic law.
Not only from the above
consideration of the European
system but also from interna-
tional as well as national ex-
periences, it seems that consid-

erable pro in securing hu-
man rights can be made
through the establishment of

specialized bodies vested with
eneral or specific responsibil-
ties for enforcing them. The
American Human Rights

Commission has helped to edu-
cate the public in the impor-
tance of human rights and ex-

systematic violations of
them in a number of countries.
New Zealand has achieved great
success in promoting better
racial understanding and rela-
tions through the office of the
Race Relations Conciliator. In-
dia has a commission to watch
over the pro in the amelio-
ration of the conditions of
members of economically dis-
advantaged communities, In
the UK commissions on Racial
and Sexual Equality have
played important roles in edu-
cation, research and enforce-
ment of legislation in these ar-

eas.

In the third report (Rights do
Matter), the Commonwealth
Human Rights Initiative rec-
ommends “Traditional ap-
proaches to secure human
rights through judicial en-
forcement are inadequate. Hu-
man hts commission and
economic and social commis-
sions should be set up to make
state and non-state entities
aware of their responsibilities
in the sphere of economic, so-
cial cultural level rights".
In South Asian countries set-

up of Human Rights Com-

missions dominants the agenda
for action to enforce human
rights. In 1994, India the
Protection of Human Rights Act
1994 for better protection of
human rights. Recently Sri
Lanka has also passed an Act

roviding for setting up of a

uman Rights Commission.
Butﬂtﬂmnmiminniné'elmbe
established. In Bangladesh the
present government is planning
to set up a Human ts Com-
mission within a short span of
time. % -

Commission of Human Rights
can be examined as a brief case
study. It was in the wake of
criticism of India for suppres-
sion of human rights that the
President of India promulgated
an Ordinance on September 28,
1993 with a view lnfpmﬂdin

for the setting up of Nationa
Human Rights Commission,
Human ts Commissions in
states, and Human Rights
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Courts "for better protection of
Human Rights and for matters
connected therewith or inciden-
tal thereto." Later on Parlia-
ment embodied the provision of
the Ordinance into the protec-
tion of Human Rights Act, 1993
(Act No. 10 of 1994). The Indian
National Human Rights Com-
mission does not render deci-
sion the way a court of law does.

Nor can its recommendations
be enforced like judgments of
the Courts. Yet, t does not
render the Commission impo-
tent. So far its recommenda-
tions have been . Much
more is the impact that its rec-
ommendations are ha on

the violators of human rights,
and the wide publicity are hav-
ing towards protection of hu-
man rights are itself a gain. Its
actions, movement and rec-
ommendations having a
tremendous impact politically
and socially. The role played by
the commission in the cam-
paign against TADA is worth
mentioning. The Union Gov-
ernment-had decided to extend

en it
But the bold and tive stand
taken by the Commission made
it difficult and the Act lapsed.
Even a substitute legislation
could not be cleared for the Gov-
ernment by Parliament.

The basic objective of a
Commission is to promote re-
spect for and observance of hu-
man rights in the administra-
tion of the province or the state.

In South Asia the vkl - (L. a4 -{empo-
-of h'rl:hl'"'rmrﬂing“mohnl ) #Wﬂ May-
1995 was due to expire.

posi
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This ub;ective may relate either
to particular instruments, do-
mestic or international, or to
human rights more generally,
There are about five principal
methods by which tli'?e Com-
mission can discharge this ob-
Jective. These are
standard setting, review of leg-
islation and administrative
ractices for compatibility with
uman rights provisions, dis-
pute settlement and litigation.
The educational programme
has been one of the most impor-
tant tasks of existing Commis-
sions. Material for education in
human rights covering both the
content of the rights and the
procedure for complaints and
enforcement have been pre-
pared for the used, includin
pamphlets, audio and video.
commission may also conduct
and publish research on human
rights in particular the prob-
lems in their realization which
may reguired special legisla-
tion. A Commission may be re-
quired to report to the govern-
ment any legislation which it
comes across in its work and
which it considers is incompat-
ible with the provision for hu-
man rights, It may also make
suggestions for its repeal or re-
form.
By far the greatest amount of
the time of a Commission is
taken up by its consideration of

ucational

complaints made to it by indi-
viduals associations or NGOs of
violations of human rights.
Such a commission provides a
more accessible, informal and
ch:ager alternative to litiga-
tion between the parties, con-
sistent with the observance of
human rights provisions. Expe-
‘rience in some instances has
been that these efforts are gen-
erally successful, but if not, the
law may provide for the com-
mission to issue binding direc-
tions. If this is the case, the law
will also provide for a party
dissatisfied with a direction to
have it reviewed by the Courts —
the ultimate authority.

Sometimes a Commission
may be able to proceed to litiga-
tion, in support of a party. It
would usually do so, to assist a
party without adequate re-
sources of its own, if the issue
raised a question of great im-
portance which had a general
application. In this way the
Commission can help in the
clarification as well as the en-
forcement of the law. The
Commission may also help in
the clarification and enforce-
ment of human rights law by es-
tablishing codes of conduct to
guide various parties (e.g. em-
ployers, professionals, trade
unions etc.)

It could be given a general re-
sponsibility to oversee the im-
plementation of the provisions
of a bill of rights and other spe-
clalized human rights type of
legislation. It might discharge
that responsibility in part by
submitting an annual report to
the legislature on the state of
human rights with its own rec-

ommendations for more effec-
tive implementation. The Na-
tional Human Rights Commis-
sion of India is pla a con-
structive role in this regard.
The effectiveness of a commis-
sion depends on the process of
aPpcintmmt of the executives
of the commission, its str
and independent footing deter-
mined by the statutory Act, the
willingness of the government
and definitely on the role of the
Commission people. Its fi-
nances should be provided di-
rectly by parliament. It should
also be able to report directly to
parliament and any adminis-
trative ministry or agency it
thinks appropriate. The possi-
bility of setting up a regional
commission on Human is
or even Court of human rights
as has been done in E may
be debated, but the issue of es-
tablishing Human Rights
Commission at national level
for rest of the South Asian
countries has already gained
due currency. India and Sri
Lanka have ady made much
advance in this regard.

The possibility of a Rﬁﬁ'ﬁ”
Commission for the C
countries discharging its duties
and obligations, though de-
pends to a large extent on the
situation and the composition
of members from countries, to
oversee the human rights posi-
tion in the member states and
inquire into violations and
make necessary recommenda-
tions to the concerned states
may be another effective mech-
arfism to provide guarantee for
the observance of human rights

in the regipn.

ECENTLY the Law
has ina
to study the

of setting up a

Human Rights

Commission. The exact struc-

ht;tdmh;mm
process of its establishment

has not been thrown open to
public debate. The formation of

a Commission requires a great

of creative thought and

E:bhc tion to ensure
accountability, indepen-

ojec
feasibili
Nationa

:

take some guidelines from
South African Human

®

General

by Khurshid Alam

Africa, Rec se the injustice
to our : those who
suff; for justice and freedom

in our land, Request those who
have worked to build and de-

our country; and Believe
that South Africa belongs to all
who live in it, united in our di-
versity.

We therefore, through our
freely elected representatives,
adopt this Constitution as the
&Jﬁm law of the Repubilic, so
as —

Heal the divisions of the past
and established a society based
on democratic value, social jus-
tice and fundamental human
rights.

Lay the foundations for a
tic and open society in
E;em o thr:;n:nl is b on
people and every
Citizen is equally protected
law; the quality of
of all citizens and free the po-
tential of each person: and

legal notice was served on the 5th of August '97, by
ABanﬂnchhmEnﬂrmnmtnluw}tu

the Secmtmg Ministry of Housi
Em'man. RAJUK, Chief Executive
Corporation, Director

Association (BELA)
and Public Works,

cer., Dhaka City
t of Environment and

ullqunmtmﬂlt:l’tcud (hereinafter referred to as the

Company) of

Singapore demanding
Banani, Gulshan, Baridhara Lake Development

A‘reunﬂlt
the said

cancellation/termination of
Project

signed on 1 December, 1996 between RAJUK and

Ithuhe:nntn'tudlnthemuncthatasit:haﬂngmm
less area of 150 acres known as the Banani, Gulshan. Barid-

hara, Lake and its

pr
mmnrdﬂwmmﬂth:mmm

. It has been

Company under the Project
which would

the Lake and massive

any, bad in
st the law,
the of
that the Project has un-

dertaken and/or allowed in violation of the laws, rules, regula-
tions etc. and has not obtained any Environmental Clearance as
per the law. It undermines and threatens the environment and

amounts to failure to

and interest of the of

public property and the benefits

The notice served under instructions from Dr Mohiuddin Fa-
rooque, Sacrcmz General. BELA, and Mr Jamal Uddin Ahmed,
President, Gulshan, Banani, Baridhara Welfare Society has
asked the authorities to take measures to stop activities of the

under the

tby 14 st, 1997, 10 am

said Company Agreemen
failing which appropriate legal actions has been threatened

May God protect our ple.”
th African Huﬂlﬂﬂpm ts
Commission was established in
1995 by the Human Rights
Commission Act, No. 54/1994
was on 24 November 1994. The
existence of the Commission is
evidence of the new democratic
republic's commitment to re-
verse the wrongs of the
apartheid past and {o assure all
South Africans of protection
under the law. The interim
Constitution marked a radical
break with the past and the fi-
nal Constitution has cemented
the Commission as a perma-
nent statutory body set up |?’
Parliament. In tember 1995,
ovisions of the Human Rights
mmission Act were brought
into force.

The South African Human
Rights Commission is man-
dated to educate and the people
of South Africa broaden their
understanding and knowledge
of human ts and to develop
a culture of human rights in the
society. The preamble to the
Human Rights Commission Act
:tfltﬂ its purpose as promotion

* observance of fundamental

~ rights

* respect for fundamental
rights

* protection of fundamental
rights.

The South African Humt:ﬁ
Rights Commission is expec
to re:r:ummmdh laws at-
ing human ts, so as to pro-
ination, violence and abuse,
under apartheid. Under the
democratic system introduced
into South Alrica all are equal
under the law, and no one
should be victimised for reasons
of race, class or gender.

The functions of the Com-
mission are receive complaints,
to inves te and refer com-

plaints of human rights viola-
tions. Several enquiries have
been i ted as a result of

Another function is to advise
government at all levels on the
implementation of human

ts. The Commission holds
an Annual Conference to con-
sult with ment and other
stak . It is also obliged
to table an annual report in
Parliament. Any reports of legal
investigations or interim r
prepared by the Commission
may be submitted for immedi-
ate consideration by Parliament
at any time

The Commission has powers
of investigation to subpoena
witnesses for search and

Human Rights Commission in South Africa

seizure. Though not itself a ju-
dicial body, its decision can be
made in an order of court. All
or of state at all levels are
obliged to render reasonable as-
sistance to the Commission as
may be required for its func-
tions,

The South African Human
Rights Commission is struc-
tured into two sections: for pol-
icy making and a secretariat to
implement policy. The Chair-

son is overall head and a

hief Executive Officer is head
of the Secretariat, with financial
and personnel responsibilities.

Out of 1] members of the
Commission, four serve part
time. The Commission has di-
vided itself into functional
units, and each member has
responsibilities for one of the
nine provinces. The Commis-
sioners lhﬂ& and consult with
provincial local government
structures as well as with non-
overnmental and community
ganed tions (NGOs and
CBOs) to enhance human
provision

The Commission works
through commniittees each of
which is convened by a Com-
missioner. Experts who are not
members of the Commission are
invited to join the committees.

They can undertake investiga-
tions or draw the attention of
the Commission to any matters
that require policy formulation
or action. The committees also
advise the Commission on pol-
icy matters. The designated
committees are: policy and
[;lan.nlngz government and par-
iamentary liaison; le

and
constitutional affairs:
NGO /CBO and statu bodies

liaison; disability and interna-
tional liaison.

The Secretariat's Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer is assisted by of-
ficers in four departments: Fi-
nance and Administration; Le-

Services; Education, Train-
ng and Information; and Re-
search and Documentation.
Each department develops its
owmn programmes in accordance
with its particular focus.

The Bill of
part of the Constitution incor-
porates the following human
rights.

Courtesy: Ain O Salish
Kendra

Rights, which is a

No Age of Innocence: Justice for Children

by Lisbet Palme

Continued from 17.08.97

Many ﬁrngrammcs have
been established to help young
people. In the Canadian
province of Ontario. a Reason-
ing and Rehabilitation Project
run by probation officers helps
Ll::venileu to modify impulsive
haviour and learn alternative

responses (o interpersonal
grr: lcmsﬂgmidivinmm fallen

matic among the -
pants. In the Hetherlanc{::grm
ject HALT requires vandals to
personally compensate their
victims but in such a way that
avoids stigmatizing them with
the label of ‘criminal’.

In Morocco, children's clubs
in four cities offer recreational
and cultural activities for urban
children aged 7 to 12. The clubs
ais::r:l offer mt::rrl support miu:l
guidance to help young people
remain n st:honr - x

The Philippines has a pro-

amme. Beguh 1n 1986, that
ocuses on substance abuse,
sexual tation and children
in conflict with the law. Active

| in 32 cities, it includes a range
, of activities to support street

children and prevent juvenile
delinquency. gel ium, Israel
and the Netherlands all have a
Children's Rights Shop where
young people can find help for
problems relating to the law
and their rights.

Young ple who commit
offences should bear the re-
sponsibility for their actions —

~ but they must be held account-

able in a manner appropriate
to their level of maturity.

Treating the few serious offend-
ers fairly but firmly will take the
heat off the many who are un-

fairly labelled as delinquents or
Worse.

Those who are found guilty
need help to reintegrate into

society, to develop opportunities
leading to a meaningful life.

They need the best profes-
sional help that society can
de. The countries with the

t juvenile justice records are
those that keep contact between
youth and the police, courts
and jails to a minimuz..

any countries have far to
go. For example, England
sometimes incarcerates its
young offenders for indetermi-
nate periods. The Russian Fed-
eration has no juvenile courts.
{n . prosecutors or lawyers.

emen, the law allows for the
arbitrary detention of children.

Societies may differ as (o
how they interpret fundamental
human values, but in all soci-
eties the tation of respon-
sible behaviour increases as a
child grows. We can not legiti-
mately a secasoned, ma-
ture understanding of the sub-
tleties of right and wrong from
adolescents, especially those
who have suffered from abuse
or neglect. Article 39 of the
Convention spectfically calls for
countries to take measures to
promote the and social
reintegration of such child vic-
tims. We are dealing with hu-
man beings who are still devel-
o . Our must be to hel
nﬂﬂ what gone wrong
prepare them for later success
— not simply to E:nllh them.

Real justice anllu
Fortunately, we have a use-

ful tool for developing our juve-
nile justice system : the Con-
vention on the Rights of the
Child. It establishes broad
rights for children, and ra

countries Flcd to reform their
laws to ulﬂﬁt those rights.
Among

its many benefits, the
Convention has served as a
wakeup call to countries that
have not adequately addressed
the issue of juvenile justice.

The Convention, which de-
fines children as people below
the age of 18, lays out specific
guidelines for the treatment of
any child who runs afoul of the

law. Among its provisions, chil-
dren are presumed Iinnocent
until provugr guilty and are enti-
tled to a te legal counsel
and fair resolution without de-
lay. I-testi ullrlﬂ lhltt l;::llldr!:j'l
accu of infri pen
code must be m in a

that promotes their sense o
dignity and takes into account

the desirability of assuming a
constructive role in society. It
prohibits cruel, inhuman or de-
grading punishment, including
capital punishment or life im-
prisonment without possibility
of release. It stresses that de-
tention should only he a mea-
sure of last resort and only for
the shortest period of time.

The underlying message is
clear ; The best interests of the
child must be at the heart of
any juvenile justice process. For
those ng people found guilty
of criminal behaviour, the em-
phasis should be on reintegra-
tion. not retribution.

Along with the Convention
and the Riyadh Guidelines
(adopted in 1990), we have

dance from the UN Rules for
the Protection of Juveniles De-
prived -cf> sheir- Liberty (1990)

andsét he nStandardoMimimugy |
- confifiement institiitions. © =

Rules for the Admiriistration of

Juvenile Justive' (1985)" dlsg ~

known as the 'Beijing Rules'.

The Beijing Rules provide guid-
ance to member states in s
oping measures to protect the

human rights of children in
conflict with the law. Under-
scoring once again the impor-
tance of placing the child's best
interests at centre stage, the
firat of the Fundamental Per-

The Convention on the R

: The d

to 40. This is the result of ra-
tionalizing the system so that
those accused of minor offences
receive the help they need for
successful reintegration into
society, leaving only serious of-
fenders in detention.
One example of a reasoned
arJ)pruach to juvenile justice is
ew Zealand's The Children,
Young Persons and Their Fami-
lies Act of 1989. The legislation
aims to separate welfare issues
from justice issues and to mete
out justice through consensus,
rather than heavy-handed gov-
ernment intervention. The mea-
sure recognizes the special
needs of young people by in-
volving family members in the
Jjustice process and bri in
outside agencies that can offer
real rehabilitation alternatives,

- The majority of youth are di-

from criminal courts and

'In’ additiori, New Zedlahd's
process underscores the value
of partnerships. By involving
non-governmental organizations
(NGOs), outside legal counsel
and young people and their
families, the juvenile justice
system remains open. This
openness reinforces something
at young people need to know

hts of the Child requires that children

In Scotland, offenders under
age 16 appear before a 'chil-
dren's hearing', which is not
considered a court of law and
has no punitive options. In the
West Bank, lawyers from De-
fense for Children International
(DCI-Israel and DCI-Palestine)
have worked together to repre-
sent minors in Israeli and
Palestinian courts. Although
there is not yet a juvenile jus-
tice system in Gaza, a coopera-
tive training project of DCI-Is-
rael and Palestinian Lawyers for
Human Rights has provided
training to build such a :

For the most part, 1 am
proud of the attention my coun-
try, Sweden, has given to juve-
nile justice. The system em-
phasizes care by social service

encies for anyone under 21.
Children under 15 may not be

m{tﬁpncpd, %gdcr the , al

*‘;=W¥im mm‘r j:

[ |

;:Tﬂ are deprived of their liberty, or incarcerated, be treated with
manity and respect for their dignity. This yo boy is in a
children’s detention centre in MosmE: .ung

sp=ctives of these rules : "Mem-
ber States rhall seek, in con-
fcrr .ty witk their respective
g#veral interests, to further the
well-being of the juvenile and
her or his family.”

Reasoned res

Proiided by the Convention,
many countries are beginning
the process of making their
laws r sive to the needs of
juvenile offenders. In Latin
America, a remarkable reform
of juvenile justice has been un-
der way since 1990, paralleling
the region's dramatic democra-
tization process. Brazil led the
way with it Statue for Children
and Adolescents. adopted fol-
lowing a fervent outcry pro-
voked by widclg blicized vio-
lence against c illgl‘:m who were
living on the streets.

e Statute sets out strict
guidelines to ensure the rights
and freedoms of juveniles in
conflict with the law, including
a specification that detention be
used as a last resort and only

for the shortest a riate pe-
riod of time. m a,
Dominican Republic. Ecuador,
El Salvador, Guatemala and
Peru have also enacted such

measures, and reform is under
consideration in Chile, Colom-

bia, Nicaragua and Pnrnﬁ.lg
Ynunﬁjﬂcoplt must eld
accountable for their offences in
a manner appropriate to their
level of maturity
In a ﬁrltI ltepémrdl more
progressive laws, passed a
measure in 1994 that prohibits
incarceration of juveniles in
adult prisons. By 1996, the
number of wnllu held in
adult institutions had fallen by
more than half, to less than
2,000. In Costa Rica, about 140
uveniles were deprived of their
bcrtly before pa of reform
legislation in | . After Its
passage, the number dropped

s both ways — it does not

lack lor ever behind thcm.r

A unique opportunity for re-
form arose inogoulh hﬁ?ca with
the swift ratification of the Con-
vention on Lhe Rights of the
Child in 1995 and President
Nelson Mandela's enthusiastic
endorsement of the Convention.
The process combined the
framework of international in-
struments with traditional
African methods of conflict
resolution. Based on the spirit
of ubuntu, or community ap-
proach, these strategies en-
courage the participation of the
child, family and community.

Likewise in Namibia, inde-
pendence and the ratification of
the Convention provided an
portunity to further juwnm
justice reform. Efforts began af-
ter a 1993 st found that 90
per cent of children had been
sentenced without legal repre-
sentation, and those sentenced
to serve time were being sent to
adult prisons. Now, a screening
process has been established to
divert juveniles in the capital,
Windhoek. away from the jus-
tice systemn where ble. The
condition is that they complete
a life-skills course, which
teaches responsible decision-
making. Young le are in-

cre bdq separa
from adults in Namibia, nnhd:
police training manual has been

[he lklrfﬂ tn? rl.:::tgrcemnﬁg

ficials in dealing with juveniles.

With the adoption of a Child
Protection Code in 1996,
Tunisia embarked on an effort
to create a culture of child
rights throughout the country.

e Code uires that children
in conflict with the law be con-
sulted and that their cases be
heard in juvenile courts
I:rulded‘ over by specially
rained judges.

child under 18.'A prisor sen-
tence is allowed for young Peo—
ple between 18 and 21 only if
the crime is especially serious,
and life imprisonment is not
germltted for a crime committed

anyone younger than 21. °

owever, in recent years we
have seen a number of heinous
crimes committed by young
people in Sweden. In these
cases the courts have seen no
alternative to a prison sentence.
A rcccnetdguvtrnment report has
proposed new alternatives for
these offenders, such as special
youth homes.

Some countries have so far
faltered in their attempts to re-
form their juvenile justice sys-
tems. India's Juvenile Justice
Act of 1986, designed to pro-
mote uniform treatment on the
basis of minimum UN stan-
dards, has faced spotty imple-
mentation. The Act supports
separate systems for h
destitute children and delin-
quent children, promotes hu-
mane and non-institutional ser-
vices and emphases NGO %a.r-
ticipation. But in action it has
not Elruved to be very child-
friendly. Officials who with
children have not been ade-
guat:ly trained, and while the

tate is em red to take,
charge, it is not obligated to
care and tect. -

In at least 15 countries, 7-
year-old children can be held
res ble for criminal actions.

e Lao People's Democratic
Republic has not developed a
system of juvenile justice. Er-
itrea incarcerates children from
age 12 together with adults. Fi-
i's Juvenile Act of 1974 estab-
ishes separate courts and de-
tention centres for children. But
the reformn undermined some of
the compassionate aspects of
the traditional courts, and ef-
forts are under way to reestab-
lish them.

The Committee on the ts

of the Child, to which coun
on their efforts to imple-
ment the Convention, has ex-
ressed concern about juvenile
ﬁutim procedures in a number
of countries. Based on a review
of reports from 51 countries,
the Committee cxplll:igy sug-
gested legal reform in 37 coun-
tries. Obviously there is much
to be done, but [ am encour-
aged by the fact that juvenile
justice is finally on the world's

a.

The path to adulthood is un-
charted. As young Eeople travel
it, they must negotiate around
more obstacles than ever be-
fore. Sometimes they stumble.
When they come into conflict
with the law, they have the
right to fair treatment by a jues-
tice system designed for reha-
bilitation, not bution. The
creation of that system is a re-
sponsibility that we all must
carry on our shoulders. If we do
not, who will? :

Network
the Carter Center's q't.
Resolution ram. She (s

chairperson the Swedish
Committee for UNICEF



