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Fuel price hike
for transition to
market-based

economy, says
ADB President

Asian Development Bank
(ADB) President Mitsuo Sato
arrived Dhaka last t for an

appraisal of Bangladesh's fu-
ture development agenda, re-

ports UNB.

Talking to newsmen at the
Zia International Airport, Sato
said his 4-day visit is aimed at

further stre ing the ties
between and ADB.
Describing Bangladesh as an
important member of ADB, he
said the tation of dif-

ferent ADB-funded projects
here had improved a lot in re-
cent times.

He declined to comment on
the strike called by the
opposition parties protesting
See Page 12 Col 7

Khaleda leaves
for Pakistan

Leader of the tion in
Parliament Begum eda Zia
yesterday embarked on a fort-
night- tour of Pakistan and
“%8he In Best b h

is first paying a three-
day visit to Pakistan at the invi-
tation of Pakistan Premier Mian

Mohamméad Nawaz Sharif.
The BNP chairperson ac-

-Dr mul Hu?r:;hmﬂ;mf

Salahuddin Ahmed MP and Se-
lima Rahman, flew for Karachi
by a Biman aircraft at 6.57 pm
from Zia International Airport.
A close aide of um Zia

told UNB that during her stay
in Islamabad, the former Prime
Minister would pay a courtesy
call on Nawaz Sharif and ex-

views on various bilat-
eral matters as well as regional
and international issues of
COMIMON CONCErn.
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IUTA announces

fresh agitation

programme

From IU Correspondent

KUSHTIA, Aug 23: The ls-
lamic. l.lmw:rﬂ_? achers' As-
. sociatien (IUTA) today an-
nounced its new agitation .

gramme demandi of
vice-chancellor P?gf Inam-ul-

H

a s confer-
ence at the University Club this
evening, the JUTA General Sec-
retary %;l"l‘ll" Jahan an-
nounced programme.

The programme includes sit-
in in front of the Prime Minis-
ter's Secretariat from 10 am to
12 noon on August 31, token
strike at the same place from 10

See Page 12 Col 6

Petroleum dealers
withdraw
programmes

The

Petroleum

E:.lcu‘ hnnclnl.um (BPDA)

withdrawn programmes

following a solution on the de-

ey gy b srseapragiodbin

., a

release of BPDA said yesterday.

reports BSS.

Anwar Zahid,
Prodhan held

BNP leader Anwar Zahid and
JAGPA chief Shafiul Alam
mdl::tn we:;c arrested in the

night. family and
licemen mmmm“mr"
Anwar
from his New [%
at about 10.30 pm. Police ear-

at about 9
pm from his Purana Paltan

party office, reports UNB.
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'Accord likely as CHT

talks resume Sept 7

The next round of talks be-
tween the National Committee
for Chittagong Hill Tracts
(NCCHT) and the Parbattya
Chattagram Jana Sanghati
Samity (PCJSS) will be held on
September 7 in Dhaka, authori-
tative sources said last night.

Earlier on Wednesday, the
PCJSS sent a message to the
NCCHT through the liaison
committee proposing that the
next round of talks be held on
September 7.

The sources told The Daily
Star NCCHT is sending its reply
soon confirming the date.

The meeting is being seen as
very imPortant since the last

By Shehab Ahmed

inconclusively after five days.

The last meeting. however,
made 'satisfactory progress,
working on a draft for a perma-
nent ceasefire in the CHT, scene
of decades-old insurgency by
Shantibahini, military wing of
PCJSS.

The PCJSS delegation, led b
its Chairman Jyotirindiya Bod-
hipriyva Larma alias Shantu
Larma, then went back to their
headquarters in Southern
Tripura via Dudukchhari carry-
ing a draft of the proposed
agreement. Officials said an
agreement is likely to be ini-

_tialled at the next round of

meeting.

since the government reconsti-
tuted the NCCHT in October
last year. It resumed dialogue
with the PCJSS, making rapid
progress, resulting in the
PCJSS leadership arriving in
the capital in January this year
for the first time to hold talks.

Shantu Larma, however, is
facing enormous pressure from
hardliners in his camp, who are
pressing for total autonomy and
expulsion of the settlers from
the CHT along with withdrawal
of the security forces.

Recently the militants have
taken over control of various
fronts of PCJSS and left its stu-
dent wing, Pahari Chhatra

24, 1997

BNP-called

countrywide
dawn-to-dusk
hartal today

The BNP has called a
dawn-to-dusk hartal across the
country today to protest the
Bﬂg hike of gasoline, reports

"The consequences will be
dreadful if the government
‘takes up any repressive mea-
sure during the hartal hour,"”
BNP secretary general Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan said in a
statement last night.

This will be the first day-long
hartal by the main opposition
party against the 14-month-old
administration of Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina.

Earlier, BNP enforced to
half-day hartals on March 23
and July 3 on different national
issues.

The cabinet at a meeting on
August 18 raised the prices of

- @he Baily Btar
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BNP brought out a torch procession in the city yes_terday to drum up support for today's

demand for power in the coun-
try by the year 2001 and 2002
has been projected at 4,051
megawatt with an installed gen-
eration capacity of 5,132 mw
and in-built reserve margin of
1,081 mw, Dr. Lutfor Rahman,
member, General Economics
Division of Planning Commis-
sion, told BSS. :
Giving an outline of power
sector projection in the draft
Fifth Five-Year Plan (FFYP) in
the city yesterday he said, "we
have planned to add another
2,459 mw power generation ca-
city to the present power in-
rastructure to raise the in-
stalled power generation capac-
ity to 5,334 mw. An investment
of Tk 8100 crore will be needed

The FFYP proposed signifi-
cant private sector investment
along with the government in-
vestment to mobilise adequate
funds required for the pro-
gramme and also to encourage
the participation of the private
initiatives in the generation and
transmission of electricity.

The plan laid emphasis on
development of extensive power
transmission and distribution
network in the urban and rural
areas of the country, with the
target for transmission and dis-
tribution line set at 1,580 kilo-
metre and 59,091 kilometre re-
spectively, Dr. Rahman in-
formed.

He said the desired growth of

See Page 12 (0l 7

By Morshed Ali Khan

The country's first Space
Theatre, a modern version of a
conventional planetarium, will
be built in the city's Agargaon
area within the next two years,
sources concerned said.

The Space Theatre. named
after Bangabandhu Sheikh Mu-
jibur Rahman, will be built on
three acres of land at a site near
the National Museum of Science
and Technology at a cost of Tk
922 crore, rof AM Azizur
Rahman Khan, Director of the
Museum and the Space Theatre
Project said.

ith its modern tilted dome,
the 350-seat Space Theatre will

See Page 12 Col 1
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defender during the first match of the double-leg Asian Cup Winners' Cup first round encounter

at the Mirpur Stadium last night. Abahani won 5-0. (Report on Page 10).

Private medical practition-
ers in the country are charging
consultation fees many times
the rates tted by law.

According to the Medical
Practice and Private Clinics
and Laboratories (Regulation)
Ordinance, 1982, a private prac-
titioner is allowed to charge a
maximum of Tk 40 for first
consultation and Tk 20 for sec-
ond and subsequent consulta-
tions for the same illness. For
medical consultation at home,
a practitioner can charge a
maximum of Tk 80 for each
visit.

But doctors charge
500 for private medical consul-
tation. There are allegations of
consultation fees charged
up to Tk 1000 but it could not be
confirmed. Popular senior doc-
tors practising in the

up to Tk

Puvt doctors charge fees many
times the rates fixed by govt

By Naimul Haq

metropolitan cities charge be-
tween Tk 300 and Tk while
those who fall in the category of
‘general Tﬂracutlnn:rn' charge
between Tk 100 and Tk 200. The
minimum fee char by a ju-
nior doctors is Tk to 100.

When the matter was
brought to the notice of Dr Mu-
niruzzaman Bhuiyan, General
Secret of Bangladesh Pri-
vate Medical Practitioners' As-
sociation, he said, "The law was
passed by the then militar
rulers. We reject the law. We
shall abide by the terms bei
processed under the health ptl;lig
icy. The policy regulates new
rates of fees which should be
reasonable for both patients
and private practitioners.”

t the fixed rates of con-

sultation fees, Dr Bhuiyan said,
"Doctors never demand fixed

— Star Photo

lees. It depends on the ability of
the patient. Some doctlors
charge consultation fees based
on the qpancnl‘s apparent
wealth.” Sighting an example,
he said. "A patient from a
family was asked to wﬁ’;.:tr
ever she could afio ile the
same doctor charged Tk 300
from a patient who was a busi-
nessman from Chit

The 1982 Ordinance states,
"Every registered medical prac-
titioner carrying on private
medical practice shall issue re-
ceipts to patients and keep a
copy for inspection. Practition-
ers must also display a list of

fees and keep a register of pa-
tient's nanﬂpand ﬁdrenes?a

Majority of the patients
complained that the regula-
tions were being violated in the

See Page 12 Col 1

Madhupur jungle counts

Police sources said plain-
clothed police will also be on
the lookout for troublemakers
during the hartal hours while
some 30 mobile teams will pa-
trol the city.

Tight security measures
have been taken around
Suhrawardy Uddyan, Jatiya

Bhaban, Gono Bhaban,
Bangladesh Television and
other key installations.

Body of another
BUET student

recovered

COX'S BAZAR. Aug 23: The
last of the four BUET students
washed away by the Bay waves
was found dead on a shore to-
day, reports UNB.
YHﬂhcshkhali thana admin-
istration recovered the dead
body from a char in the thana.
The dead was identified as
Mozammel Hossain Shahin,
son of Moazzem Hossain. an of-
ficer of Water Development

Board.
tified the body seeing his

clothes. The body was sent to
Dhaka.

Four students of Mechanical
Engineering department of
B adesh University of Engi-
neering and Technology (BU
were washed away by ebb-tide
in the Bay here on Wednesday.

BSS adds: Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina lodng condoled

the death of four BUET stu-
dents.

She expressed profound sor-
row and conveyed her sympath

to the members of the berea
families.

Krira Parishad
lottery draw
results

The holder of ticket number
Ka-0663905 has won the Tk 40
lakh first grize of the Jatiya
Krira Parishad lottery, reports
UNB.

The second prize of Tk 5
lakh went to each of the holders
of ticket no Gha-0321596 and
Gha-0092306.

Uma-0831073 and Ga-
0782015 won the 3rd prize
worth Tk 2 lakh each while no
Uma-0540349, Kha-0229009
and Ga-0527651 the 4th prize of
Tk 1 lakh.

The draw of the Krira Un-
nayan Tahbil lottery was held
in the city yesterday. Jatiya
Krira Parishad launched the
first part of the second phase of
the lottery to create fund for the
dﬂcluggicnl of sports.

LGRD and Cooperatives Min-
ister Zillur Rahman inaugu-
rated the draw in presence of
invited guests and journalists.

State Minister for Youth and
Sports and Cultural Affairs
:_} aidul Quad::‘al attended the
unction as special guest.

(See draw results on page 3)

At least 20 people were in-
Lured and some shops and ve-
icles damaged at Natore dur-
ing clashes when a torch pro-
cession in support of today's
hartal was attacked by some
people in front of the Uttara su-
permarket in the town. our cor-
resrondenl reported last night.
n Khulna, four persons were
injured when some crackers ex-
ploded in a BNP torch proces-

sion.

In the capital. police lobbed
several tear gas shells in front
of the BNP oflice at Purana Pal-
tan to disperse party activists
and a torch procession was at-
tacked by anti-hartal activists

in Gulistan area injuring sev-

eral activists, including some
female ones, a party press re-
lease said.

Police said they hurled tear
gas shells to disperse the crowd
to avert violence after some
home-made bombs were ex-

loded in front of the party of-

ce where torch-carrying BNP
activists had assembled at
about 7.45 pm.

None was injured in the
bomb blasts and hurling of tear
gas shells, police said. |

Quoting witnesses our Na-
tore correspondent reported
that the attackers had chanted
slogans in support of the ruling
party when they hurled some

See Page 12 Col 7

'‘Resist colonisation

of agriculture'

By Staff Correspondent

The South Asian Network on
Food. Ecblogy
(SANFEC) was called for a 'new
freedom movement' against at-
tempts to patent plants, mi-
crobes and other lifeforms used
by rural farmers for centuries.

The call was given at a press
conference in the city yesterday
after the end of a five-day in-
ternational meeting on 'Food.
Ecology and Culture: In the
Context of Livelihood Struggles
of the Rural Communities’ held
in Bishnupur village in Tangail.

"The iculture sector and
farmers' interests are being af-
fected by global economic
forces, especially the World
Trade Organisation (WTO). The
SANFEC meeting calls for a
movement against renewed at-

- ——

its days

Ruhul Motin writes
from Tangail

Not long ago the sprawling
Madhupur jungle boasted even
Chcﬂaﬂs. the ferocious tiger.
The tigers are no more. e
jungle is now no sanctuary for
the cats.

Herds of spotted deer which
used to speed past visitors In
grand manner are hard to find.

Scenes like dancing pea-
cocks and hundreds of monkeys
shuttling between branches
were not too rare even four or
five decades ?o

All sounds like fairy tale
now. As the destruction of the
forest continue unabated, deer
have been extinct, so are pea-
cocks. Forget about the big cats.

Today's visitors can at hest
hear the sounds of wild fowl in
deep forest once in a while or
luckily come across a running
wild boar.

Indiscriminate frllinfl of
trees by organised gangs have
threatened the existence of the

See Page 12 Col 4

— - m ——— ww S —
e — PL——

| crgifrTETe

199 8

-

oTR

“and Culture —

tempts to colonize through t..c
instrumerns -of WToO™ said Pv
Shateesh of India in his writ' -n
statement at the press con! r-
ence held at the Jatiya Prc s
Club.

The press conference was
also addressed by Kamla
Bhasin of India, Ranjit De Silva
of Sri Lanka and Farhad
Mazhar of the UBINIG,
Bangladesh, the organiser of
the SANFEC meet.

They were among the over 50
Bartlcipants from Nepal, India,

akistan, Sri Lanka, Malaysia,
The Philippines, Canada, USA
and the host Bangladesh who
participated in the Tangail
meeting held from Aug 18 to 22.
They represented dilferent re-

See Page 12 Col 8
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From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Aug 23: Six women
and two children were drowned
in a boat capsize in the river
Khowai near Habiganj town yes-
terday.

An engine-boat with about
25 on board overturned due to
strong wind. All but the eight
managed to swim ashore, wit-
nesses said. Local people recov-
ered the bodies.

The group came to visit a
peer at village Sultanshi from
Aastagram thana of Kishoreganj
district Thursday afternoon.
They were returning to Aasta-
gram.

Teenage bay
stabbed to

death in city

By Staff Correspondent

A teenage boy was stabbed to
death at Lalmatia under Mo-
hammadpur thana in the city
last night.

The dead was identified as -
Mustafa, 18: Police said a gag
of about five youths attack
Mustafa near a market at Lal-
matia and stabbed him indis-
criminately. He died on the spot
at about 9:30 pm, police said.

A resident of New Colony
drivers' quarters, Mustafa came
under attack allegedly follow-
ing a conflict among friends,
police said. However, the real
motive behind the killing could
not be known immediately.

Mohammadpur police sent
the body to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital for autopsy.
Besides. they were preparing to
file a case in this connection
last night.
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