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Feyenoord

AMSTERDAM, Au 22:

Feyenoord opened their Dutch
le championship campaign
wltﬁ a 3-0 win at newcomers
MVV Maastricht on Thursday,

reports Reuter.
Three goals from dead-ball

situations gave the Rotterdam
club the t start of the sea-
SOI.

The effort came in
the eighth minute when Gio-

vanni van Brockhorst curled a

After 80 minutes Picun
headed home at a comer to seal
the ﬂctumhl;id provided

a Warm up
Sy e
Cup round second
leg tie against Jazz Pori of Fin-

Fe won the first leg
at home 6-2 and should enter
the lucrative E - Cham-
pions’ League without any
problems.

Benfica's
refusal

- LISBON, hhug i22: Former
uropean champions Benfica
said on Thursda Imt,hat had
l:m:ld for Purtugl.luel - um"il’
interma

striker and club ca Joao
Vieira Pinto, ter.

The club sed to say who

had made the offer but local |

reports spoke of Spain's
mrtiw la Coruna, English
champions Manchester United

or Glassgow Rangers of Scot-
land

Benfica's director of football
Antonio redo confirmed
that an er had been made

but he said the amount was not
sufficient to the Lisbon
side, tElc: winners of the Et;':lm-
pean Cup, to give up their
charismatic striker.

“It is not enough,” he told a
news conference.

Benfica have long said that
Pinto is not for sale, club presi-
dent Manuel Damasio event
made his leaving Benfica con-
ditional on the approval of a
special of shareholders.
However Figueiredo did not
rule out the}paytr being sold
eventually if the price were

right.
Ex-Russian hockey
official arrested

MOSCOW, Aug 22: Police
have arrested a formmer Russian
hoc official in connection
with the murder of Ice Hockey
Federation president Valentin
%\;ch in April, officials said

ursday, AP,

The a t contract

of the promijnent executive |

shocked the Russian’ spo
ity an, gporss

Robert Cherenkov. president
}:f t% now-defunct lntlulur-nnht;m
ce Hockey League, has n
arrested and charged in con-
nection with the murder, said
Irina Rezchikova, a
spokeswoman for Russia's

Prosecutor General.

She declined to de more
details, including the date of
the lrr:ltmur the charges filed

The Inter-nation Ice Hockey
League was formed to organise
commercial hockey competition
but disbanded a yu.reap

Sych had o the es-
ubuihuth::etluf t mmg:erclnl
league. ce Hockcy edera-
tion remains Russia's central

association, organising
amateur competition and form-
ing the country’'s national team.

Russia's AR-Tass news
agency, citing unidentified
sources in the prosecutor's of-
fice, said nine other suspects
have also been arrested in the
case, but investigators believe
Cherenkov was central fig-

ure.
Sych was gunned down out-
side his country home on April
22 as he and his wife were get-
t.lni'mtutheirc:r.
any businessmen and
public officials have been killed
since the of the Soviet

Union, but few contract mur-
ders have been solved.

Bortolami wins
Bernocchi Cup

MILAN, Aug 22: Former
World Cup winner Gianluca
Bortolami won the 79th edition

of the Bernocchi Cup cycle race
at nearby upnnThurl*
day, reports 5

Bortolami, who is from Mi-
lan, came home 42 seconds
clear of fellow Italians Stefano
Zanini and Marco Lietti.

Thursday's victor{kl"ollm &
recent upturn for rtolami,
who was at San Sebastian
and third at Rochester. His ca-
reer had been by in-
juries and accidents in the
wake of his World Cup success
in 1994,

FIFA directive
to Jamaica

the
pitch at the National Stadium
at Kingston ahead of next
month’'s games Canada
and Costa Rica. But Jamaican
officials said Wednesday there's
no time, AP.

The directive from soccer's
governing body was "a polite
rmﬂndu-%m' us to get our act to-
gether " said Horace Reid, gen-
eral sec of the Jamaica
Football Federation.

Reid said the local federa-
tion had attempted to u
the pitch. but it is u that
will happen in time for CON-
CACAF matches in ber
— the final round of eliminato-
ries to reach the tournament in
France.
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Fakirerpool and Dhanmondi at the Mirpur Stadium.

B Boys shut Wanderers off

Dhanmondi hold Fakirerpool

Youngmen's Club
Fakirerpool's bid
. for a berth in the
second round of
the Shamsuddin
Spinning Maha-

nagari Cup suffe-
red yet another setback

when
Dhanmondi Club hold them to
a draw in one of the two
first round Group A matches
played at the Mirpur Stadium
yesterday

In an -soring and dull en-
counter tl':ijunllri?e-th the ball being
kicked around aimlessly in the
midfield region for most of the
time, the Fakirerpool boys, who
clinched the fourth place in the
Premier league last year, failed
to live up to their former selves
and eventually left the ground
with their second successive
draw in the four-team Group A.
They drew with Bangladesh
Boys Club in their previous
match on August 17.

Although Fakirerpool had
the easiest opportunity of the
match to take the lead when

Sports Reporter

th% earned a ty in the
37th minute but forward Arifur
Rahman Mamun promptly blew
it off sending the ball straight
over the cross piece much to the
horror of his teammates.
Yesterday's draw left Fakir-
erpool on the verge of a possible
drop-out as they were able to
collect only two points so far
from as many matches. On the
other hand, Dhanmondi, who
earlier beat Dhaka Wanderers
Club 2-0 in their previous
match, kept th&r ael:nn;'j round
hopes alive as they joined grou
leaders Ba.ngiadesd Boys CluB
at the top, raising the collection
to four points from two
matches. However, the group
championship will be decided
when the two leaders face each
other in their final group match
on 28.
Earlier in the day's first
match, a second half rally en-
abled Bangladesh Boys Club to
register a 2-1 victory over
Dhaka Wanderers Club.
Trailing the first half by one

anagari Cup football match between

g R P e
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goal, the Gopibagh s dis-
played a brilliant comeback in
the second half and scored two
goals in eighteen minutes to
register their first win in two
outings.

Forward Lachchu headed
home the equaliser off a corner
in the 68th minute while Masud
Rana ta&ped in the decisive

oal cashing in on a deflection

m a goal mouth melee in the
dying minutes.

Earlier, ko put Dhaka Wan-
derers ahead with a power-
packed grounder from a Zakir
cross in 43rd minute.

It was the second defeat for
Wanderers which virtually sig-
nalled their demise in the com-
petition.

The tournament will take
one-day’s off to pave the way of
holding the first round Asian
Cup Winners' Cup encounter be-
tween Abahani Krira Chakra
and Old Benedictines of Sri
Lanka at the same venue this
evening.

CALCUTTA, Aug
22: City giants
East would
seek to capitalise
on home ad?:y-
lock hormns mx%'n Tribhu-
van Club in the first round of
the Asian Cup Winners' CUE tie
at the Salt Lake Stadium here
tomorrow, reports PTI.

The star-studded East
line-up start as favourites but
can hardly afford to be compla-
cent nf-.lmt their Nepalese op-
ponents who were known for

their fighting spirit.

The q::ﬁl l:m. which ﬂ;:w
in yesterday, got just a day for
lﬂ:llmnuiu?;g %g the conditions

here,.

The ground condition,
due to the monsoon rains,
would not doubt favour the
home team.

Tribhuvan Club's coach,
Narendra Pratap Mahat, has no
grand illusions about his team's
chances in the first leg match
tomorrow. "l don't have much
mgc about East e,

t ve heard enough a t
the team and its “a'fnmum:u
to know that they are the
favourites."

Star striker Baichung Bhut-

E Bengal bank on venue

tia would definitely be the dan-
g:rmnn for the visitors as the

ikkim youngster has shown
his class and talent by nmnl‘mhg a
number of brilliant goals this
season. The Nepal coach has al-

r indicated that he would
cmg' a marker for him. .
has been in charge of

Tribhuvan Club for the five
months during which the club
won the Khukuri Cup. The club.
formed in 1990, won the na-
tional championship last year
and have to players who are in
the national team.

East Bengal's technical di-

Torino Dorigo’s

destination

LEEDS, Aug 22:Former Eng-
land defender Tony Dorigo is
moving from Leeds United to
Italian Serie B club Torino, now
coached by Graeme Souness, re-
ports AP,

The 31-year-old Australian-
born left back, who played 15
times for England but lost his
place on the Leeds lineup and is
out of contract, personal
terms ﬂnﬂ::l the Italian ¢lub
Tuesday will sign subject to
a fitness check.

- the visiters.

rector, P K Banerjee was in no
mood to take the opponents
lightly and was likely to adopt
an attacking strategy to unsettle

With fnuﬁ.;:fhlht national
campers — chung Bhuttia,
Somatai Saiza. Tushar Rakshit
and Naushad Moosa having
been relieved from the
Kalimpong camp for the tie.
East Bengal look uite
formidable on paper but it re-
mains to be seen how well the
players can combine on the
morrow.

The monsoons have been
uite active with rains lashi
the city almost eve y an
the possibility of a pour
marring the game tomorrow

was much on the cards,

While the first leg match will
be held at the Salt Lake Sta-
dium tomorrow, the second
‘away” match would be pla
at the Kanchenjunga Stadium
in on st 25.

was chosen to

the tie after the Nepal Football
Association expressed its in-
ability to hold the match in
Nepal since the lone stadium
was being prepared for the
forthcoming six-nation SAF
football tournament.

BANGKOK, Aug
22: The Olympic
Committee of
Thailand (OCT) is
to sack a deputy

prime minister as
organiser here for Asia's

chief
largest sporting event, a news-

paper said today, AFP.

reports
Rc:lﬁnauum and bicke
have already hit pr:paraurnigf
for the December 1998 Asian

Games, amid growing concerns
ﬂmtmuﬂandamtmrnﬁt
system in the traffic-choc

capital will not be ready
on time.

The OCT has decided to sack

the powerful senior minister
Sukhavich Rangsitpol as head

of the Asian Games
Organisin Committee
[BA%OCL ho him respon-
sible for the trou . a source
told the Post.

The committee also wants to

sack BAGOC's secretary-general
Sium Pandokmai. it said.

tta Thanajaro, head of
the OCT, is to meet with Prime
Minister Chaowalit Yongcha-

dh, a close ally of a-

1860, Karlsruhe
to play rematch

FRANKFURT, Aug 22: Ger-
man soccer chiefs have ordered
a First Division match to be re-

because of a ted re-
crﬂlr_ﬁ decision for only the
second time in the 34-year his-

tory of the Bundesliga, reports
Reuter

The German soccer federa-
tion (DFB) said on Thursda
that 1860 Munich and Karl-
sruhe would have to meet
after their controversial 2-2
draw on August 5.

1860 had complained that
Karlsruhe's 87th minute
equaliser from Germany's
South African-born interna-
tional Sean Dundee was hit af-
ter referee Michael Malbrance
had blown for a foul.

BAGOC boss to get

An official from the OCT
contacted by AFP declined to
comment on the report,

Earlier this month senior

BAGOC member Charuek Arira-
jkaran resigned. Calling for
Sukhavich's sacking, his -
ture followed the at

the end of July of tiparb
Tejavanija, who was the com-
ttee's mar director.

The Thai Olympic Commit-
tee is concerned the Olympic
Council of Asia (OCA), which is
the final authority on the
Games, could switch the event
to a new venue, sibly
Shanghai, if the difficulties
continue, the said.

The OCA's director general
Mutaleb Ahmad is dgt‘:ﬁ to visit
Bangkok on August to dis-
cuss the preparations for the
Games.

At one site for the event, to
the north of Bangkok, two

Work on a flyover leading to the

empty fields now stand where a
key stadium is due to be built.
site and nearby accommoda-
tion blocks for athletes has
been started but is far from
complete.

But a BAGOC official told
AFP the work would be finished
on schedule.

"You must understand the
most important part of the
work is the underground piping
system, which has been fin-
ished. That is critical, the rest .

S et

B Rani Padamsee,

Karate Cup-97 in Tokyo.

Sweety Mondol and Alia Islam
representing Bangladesh in 2nd Ladies International
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affair today
Sports Reporter

Federation Cup champions
Abahani Krira Chakra e on
Old Benedictines Sports Club of
Sri Lanka in their first match
of the two-leg first round of the
8th Asian Cup Winners' Cup at

the Mirpur Stadium today.
The match is scheduled to

begin at 6 pm. Bangladesh Betar
wiﬁk]l:nrnﬂ e runaxﬂigllg commen-

tmz_ﬁrf the match.
¢ second match between

the two sides will be held at the
same venue tomorrow.

The 20-member Old Bene-
dictines football team, which
arrived in the city on Thursday,
took its final preparation at the
Mirpur Stadium yesterday. The
Asian Football Confederation
(AFC) nominated five officials
also arrived in the city last
night. |

Ibrahim Ismail, the general
secr of Maldives Football
Federation, will act as the
match commissioner while
four Indian referees — Michael
Andrews, Kamaleswar
Shankar, Krishna Avatar
Chouhan and Abdul Hakim —
will don the black vests,

The rate of gallery tickets for
today's match has been fixed at
Tk 20 while for VIP it will be Tk
50 each.

Glory beckons
Glenn

LONDON, Aug 22 (AFP):
Glenn McGrath's seven for 76 to
destroy England at The Oval on
Thursday puts him in sight of
Terry Alderman's Australian
record of 42 wickets in an Ashes
series. :

And in the second innings
McGrath, who now has 36
wickets, can also become only
the fourth bowler in Ashes his-
tory to cross 40-wicket mark.

TOP ASHES

WKT-TAKERS

JC Laker (Eng); 46 wickets; 1956
™ Alderman (Aus); 42 wickets:
1981

RM Hogg (Aus): 41 wickets;
1978-79

™™ Alderman (Aus); 41 wickets,
1989

AV Bedser (Eng): 39 wickets:
1953

DK Lillee (Aus); 39 wickets: 1981
MW Tate (Eng): 38 wickets:
1924-25

AA Mailey (Aus): 36 wickets:
1920-21

GD McGrath (Aus); 36 wickets:
1997

Natore h’ball

From Our Correspondent

NATORE, Aug 22: Banalata
Sen Club recorded a 11-8 vic-
tory over Natore Club in the in-
augural match of the Natore
District handball league at the
local Kachari court here today.

Shameem scored highest
seven goals for the winners.

A total of eight teams are
participating in the league or-
E:J.nl by the District Hand-
|1 Association in cooperation

with the Bangladesh Handball
Federation.

Troussier
blasted

LAGOS, Aug 22: Frenchman
Phillipe Troussier is weather-
ing heavy criticism less than
three months after coaching

ria Into the World Cup fi-

. reports Reuter.
“This team certainly should
be overhauled,” said Sports

Minister Jim Nwobodo after
Nigeria lost their final qualify-
ing match to Guinea at the
weekend.

“The players were not mat-
ch-fit and t lacked commit-
ment and concentration.”

Troussier has already
crossed swords with officials
since l.lgnir;f from Ivory Coast
club Asec Mimosas, where he
was dubbed the White Wizard.

He has subsequently accused
br Nigerian soccer authorities
of failing to respect his con-
tract.

'l signed a 17-month con-
tract in March with a clause to
re-negotiate after qualifying for
the World Cup.” said Troussier,
who claims to have beer -ffered
the coaching post with Burkina
Faso.

“If they can't respect their
own side of the deal. no prob-
lem.”

“I'm ready to quit if the NFA
(Nigerian Football Association)
don't cooperate with me. 1 will
not go on my knees to for
the position of Nigeria's trainer
at France '98."

Local newspaper reports
have suggested that the French-
man first planned to move on
last month when the NFA accu-
sed him of going to Morocco on
holiday without permission.

Boro not Platt’s

cup of tea

LONDON, A 22: Former
England captain David Platt on
Tuesday turmed down a move to
First Division Middlesbrough
but has not ruled out leaving
Arsenal, reports AFP.

England midfielder Platt,
31, had been tempted by a move
to the Riverside to join up with
former teammate Paul Merson,
but decided nst it.

Platt said: "I have decided
that it would not be the right ca-
reer move for me at this point
in time.”

“I am grateful to Arsenal for
their understanding — Arsene
Wenger has told me that he
wants me to stay at the club and
that will have the same chance
as everyone else to be in the
first team on a lar basis."

“Heaving said that Arsenal
are courteous enough to allow
me to talk to other clubs.

"It 18 no secret that | see my
future career In coaching and
ml.nlﬁn:nl and, in due course,
1 will looking for an oppor-
tunity to move steadily in that
direction.”

Tufnell's fitting riposte

LONDON, Aug 22:
Left-arm spinner
Phil Tufnell lifted
England back into
contention today,
| wenmssmmss | the second day .o
the sixth and flnal Ashes Test
against Australia at The Oval,
report agencies.

Tufnell, nicknamed "the cat”
because of his tendency to cat-
nap, pulled England back into
the Test with res of seven
for 64 from 34.3 overs, a
superbly penetrative and
econornical piece of bowling.

Using flight, change of
and biting deliveries out of the
bowlers' foot marks, Tufnell
claimed his first five-wicket
haul for 21 Tests, after posting
four in his first seven
appearances.

Australia were dismissed for
218 in their first i s after
the Tufnell-inspired tback,
a lead of just 38,

Making his first a ance
of the series, Tufn:lﬂ bowled

unchanged through the rain-

_:'. oo
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Australia's Greg Blewett pleys to the on-side

Che Bily Star 11

curtailed morning session and
the full afternocon session. al-
ways commanding respect on a
pitch that was slower than the
traditional Oval surface and of-
fering a degree of turn.

Tufnell had figures of 31-16-

Bl
o
ST

dering the

second day of the sixth and last ‘Ashes Test, against

England at The Oval yesterday.

AFP/UNB photo

-Malealmy -1 )

50-6 at tea, recalling his tri-
umph on the same ground in
1991 when he took six for 25 in
the final Test against West In-
dies. His Test best is seven for
47 against New Zealand at
Christchurch in the 1991-92
series,

Light rain cut the morni
session by 50 minutes an
spread play in the remaining 70
minutes over three spells, dur-
ing the last of which Tufnel]
snapped up his third wicket of

the innilnlfu.

The Middlesex slow bowler
continued Mark Waugh's lean
sequence of scores when he
pushed forward and was caught
off his glove by Mark Butcher at
silly mid-off for 19. The elegant
New South Wales batsman has
now made just 208 runs in his
nine innings in the series.

Greg Blewett and Steve
Waugh took the score to 125 for
three at lunch but Australia
were jolted when they both fell
in the space of 10 runs shortly
after the interval.

Waugh, ]i:‘laying back to
Andy Caddick, was given lbw
for 22 and Blewett's 159 min-
utes of resistance for 45 ended
when he tried to sweep Tufnell
and wicketkeeper Alec Stewart
toock a brilliant one-handed
catch diving to his left.

Tufnell next removed lan
Healy and Shaun Young with-
out addition to the total to put
Australia on 162 for seven, four
wickets having tumbled for 24.

Healy (2) %;:: an edge and the
ball lodged between Stewart's
knees, then the wicketkeeper
secured his third victim of the
innings when he caught debu-
tant Young as he tried to cut
his third delivery in Test
cricket.

Ricky Ponting, 26 not out,
and Shane Warne, 16 not out,
edged Australia ahead with a
rare flurry of attacking strokes
just before the tea interval.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard on the second
day of the sixth and final Test
between England and Australia
at The Oval on Friday:

ENGLAND: First innings (G
McGrath 7 -76)

AUSTRALIA: First innings
[overnight 77-2)

Elliott b Tufnell
Taylor ¢ Hollioake b
Tuinell

Blewett ¢ Stewart b Tufiiell
M Waugh c Butcher b Tufnell
S Waugh Ibw b Caddick
Ponting ¢ Hussain b Tufnell
Healy ¢ Stewart b Tufnell
Young ¢ Stewart b Tufnell
Wame b Caddick
Kasprowicz lbw b

Caddick

McGrath not out

Extras: (Ib-3, w-1. nb-5)
Total: {all out )

Fall of wickets: 1-49, 2-54:
3-94; 4-138; 5-148; 6-162; 7-
162; 8-203; 9-203.
Bowling: O M R
vl oI

15 . 5. 38
16 4 76
343 16 64

-
[ ]

Soro SouiBEAE

P 4

Martin .
Caddick
Tufnell
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SYDNEY, 22: Sydney's
Olympic Games £ squad will
keep a Elr?]tll: wltcl;l::ln e world
cycling c starting
Aug 27 as they prcpgrae for the
possible introduction of blood
testing at the 2000 Olympics,
reports AP,

Cycling authorities will use
blood samples to test competi-
tors for the killer drug erythro-
poietin (EPO).

The International Olympic
Committee has raised the pos-

sibility of blood testing at board
level, but is to rule on its fu-
ture, while OG's chief do

ing officer Nicki Vance said she
would be prepared for its intro-
duction.

The Perth world champi-
onships will be the first time
blood testing has been under-
taken in Australia and the first
time on track cyclists. It is a
continuing initiative of cy-
cling's world governing :
UCI. started this year with
dawn tests on road riders on the
European circuit.

Vance described the issue of
blood testing as one req a
moral rather than scientific
decision by the 10C because of
the possibility that some may

object to it on religious grounds.
"There's been some research

done and it q?url from my
reading thaL tm!hﬂ"l’lh'l Wit -
nesses may only
that have a problem mmm
" Vance said recently.
But Peter Price, a director at

the Australian headquarters of

Jehovah's Witnesses said Fri-
day that Vance had got it wrong.

"We don't believe in accept-
ing blood for transfusions but
when it comes to having a blood
test we have no objections. We
have no problem with blood
tests for medical purposes.”
Price said.

He said he would write to
SOCOG telling Vance that Jeho-
vah's Witnesses would not ob-

Ject to blood testing.

UCI f]a leading the way be-
cause of the escalating problem
of EPO, a drug which provides
increased endurance by in-
creasing the levels of red blood
cells in the body and is appli-

cable to other endurance sports.

The downside of the drug is
the blood becomes too thick for
the heart to pump around the
body, arteries clog and heart at-
tacks occur. The deaths of an es-
timated 20 riders have been
linked to the ;

While medical experts have

raised UCI's commitment, the
y's approach has concerned
some in the sport.

Tests measure the amount of
EPO in the blood stream — a
haematocrit level — but are un-
able to differentiate between
amounts of EPO occurring nat-
urally and those added through
drug taking.

CI set the haematocrit level
at 50 but Australian sports sci-
entists believe it should be
raised to 52 for men and low-
ered for women.

Tests are taken before racing

Cycling comes to crunch

and if the cyclists have a count
above 50 it is considered dan-
Eg:nus and they are withdrawn.

ause levels above 50 are pos-
sible without drug taking, a
withdrawal is not an accusa-
tion of wrongdoing.

Australian track team doc-
tor Peter Barmes praised UUCI but
said the possibility of legal ac-
tion against a withdrawal
should be considered.

"Let's say someone is pre-
vented from winning a medal
because he isn't allowed to com-

te after taking this test.”

ames said.

"A rider could well have a
natural level above what they
have set for this test.”

Barnes said the average
range of haematocrit in men
was 42-52 and 37-47 in women.

"They're saying it's unsafe
for your health to be above 50
and that's where they lose cred-
ihi]jt;f in the medical commu-
nity.” Barmes said.

“We've had three or four rid-
ers in the Australian squad who
have gone above 50 at various
s :
Your haematocrit is not
consistent, there can be great
variations.”

Cyclists able to show evi-
dence of consistent racing
above the 50 level would be al-
lowed to te, Barnes said.

He said the fact the level of
50 applied to both men and
women “basically shows they
haven't done the research on
females.”
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