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What we have been saying for more than six

years now (ever since this paper was born) is that

with a rickety f(‘ﬂnﬂ and tnddl dem
we simply cannot aﬂ'ﬂ a call for s or
This we said when Awami League were in the oppo-

sition. They did not listen. But now that thcy are
in power, they definitely understand the logic of
our position.
Ironically, when in power, BNP were extremely
pleased with our anti-hartal stance. Apparently
they do not feel the same way today. Mthcpmtyln
ﬂppnsltlﬂn they are not likely to do so. They seem
to have forgotten eve
power and want to call for haﬂa! at every possible
opportunity. Let us not forget that Begum Zia, as
Prime Minister, termed those who caused hartals
as enemies of the country and of the people. Is har-
tal now a good thing just because she is calling for
it? This question is as much valid and relevant today
as it was when Sheikh Hasina was in the opposition.
%1 ardless of who is in power, we are going to op-
artals as persistently and as vigorously as
wc did in the past, for the simple reason that it is
bad for our economy.

Much, if not all, of the trouble the AL govern-
ment is now facing is the crippling effect of the
blows it gave to the economy e in the op-
position. Frequent hartal calls at that time cre-
ated an environment of down-pla the eco-
nomic impact of such action. The same thing is go-
ing on now. When BNP calls for hartals, their only
concern is how hot can it make the seat for the
ruling party, and not how much d e will it
cause to the national economy. The tragedy, there-
fore, is that the leaders of the country which per-
haps, more than any other country in the world,
needs to focus on the economy most, do the least. It
is all a matter of convenience. Our political parties
do what suits them, not what suits us — the voters.

What is the reason for the hartal call next Sun-
da Opposition feels that the price hike of fuel

adversely affect public intcrest A very laud-
able sentiment. But why is BNP for an ac-
tion which will hurt people more Therc is only

one explanation for it. It is, as we said, politics of
convenience.

We have already criticised the government for
raising fuel prices radically. But we cannot, for the
luve Ui VL propse and vus econotny, support any
call for hartal tﬂ negate the jump.

DCC's Radical Venture

Starting next year Dhaka will have 120 health-
care centres run by NGOs on behalf of the Dhaka
City Corporation. The DCC will build another 70
healthcare centres in the other three corporations
of Chittagong, Khulna and Rajshahi. We like the
DCC idea of caring for the physical well-being of
the residents of the four biggest cities of our nation,
going rather out of the way. The plan seems to be
well thought out and it features many radical
departures and is well on its way to cumplctiun
The NGO idea is novel and worth

The misgivihg that' ¢cdmes pat to* bhE's’ find in
this very g‘mﬂ sounding case is why is DCC
into new country when its own pasture is unkempt
to say the least? It has great healthcare re-
dpunsibllities true. But all of it was traditionally

ischarged through carrying for the preventive
side of healthcare — providing potable water to all
residents and healthgiving surrounds and ample
space and greens etc., all to the good of the resi-
dents' health. Sewage underground and garbage
over must move fast to ensure the city's prevention
of disease. Can anyone say the DCC had creditable
performance in any one of these? So creditable
that with this front well secured the DCC wants to

work more and in unfamiliar and extra curricular
country?

The cause for DCC's enthusiasm le to in-
cursion into curative medicine is not known. But
an overdose of enthusiasm has made it blind to the
unfortunate ends that agencies having exclusive
charge of medical treatment of the people, have

come to. Look at the government huspitala of all

kjnds eneral and specialised. They are all ailing.
ey have money and they have the facili-
ties 'Ihey have even the required expertise. One

reason is they are too much crowded. DCC's wild
idea of helping the hospitals by freeing them of the
outpatients — wild because this is simply not its
business — is bad in the bargain for the hospitals
are not going to improve a wee bit because of this
relief. Hospitals here are hells not because of out
patients but more because here is a moneymaking
racket going on u ously at the of the
afflicted ones’ helplessness and misery. Why is
DCC jumping into this bad act in such a big way,
forgetting its own cares? Is DCC confident that
they can create islands of professionalism and
humanity in a land infamously devoid of it in the
medical sector? If not, please don't go for this.

But this is perhaps too late to c a commit-
ted stroke. Why didn't DCC talk earlier of embark-
ing on such a high-minded thing? Because, it
feared dissents coming from all corners? It will

perhaps be two years before the citizens can enjoy
the benefits of the centres. We hope to see DCC cxccl
in its orthodox duties in the mean time.

Let Film Society Control Act Go

It is difficult to ignore the contribution of a film
cinema lovers' faculty for ap-

society in developi
preciating the aesthetic imagination behind the

whole art of cinema making. Particularly in our
country where good film is a rarity in the proces-
sion of poor remakes from crass commercial ex-
ploitation on the celluloid.

As a forum for upholding the cuncept of film
movement, the role of a film society is much ap e-
ciated and encouraged elsewhere. Calcutta

is the oldest of its kind in the region. 'Ihi.':'

Sociegr
first film society in this part of the world was
formed way back in 1963. Drawing inspiration
from that lone g act of the sixties, a number
of film societies have sprouted since ind ence.
However, a law — the Film Society Control Act —
was enacted in 1980 to bring this innocuous
tenment under the shadow of an
unnecessary statutory vigilance. Is film society big
an enti tu require a law to save the so-

clety from its effect Are the laws of the land

nut enough to dea] with any cases of moral trans-
gression by the film societies? They definitely are.
The present government has done a great ser-

vice to country's culture by repealing the century
old , colonial dramatic performance control act.

Let it do way with this other instance of tin-
ism — %f surd Film Society Control as soon
as possible.
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the country's total earned
income. oday's rural
economies in the US are more

dominated by other activities
and farming accounts for less
than 2 per cent of income,

l'lmllni 14 cent of
lllrurﬂnb-mlnl

9, that
proportion dropped to about 7
er cent in

1993.
ufactu services or
mt]o{::* ot

now lead US rural
economy — ally the ser-

vice sector. ement and
recreation activities are par-

ticular bright spots in rural

landscape.

Once u a time, people
from rural areas ltu:ltn
towns in search of better jobs,

now the trend has reversed.
During the first half of the
1990s, rural and small town ar-

rtr
eas % .lﬁed a llgnlﬂclnt

rural rose 5.1 per
cent during 1990-95, nenrly
twice the rate of growth during

the 1980s. "About 1.3 million
more le moved from metro
nto rural and small
town areas than moved in the

?ﬁpuult: way — a direction of

that o
20th century except for the

lation flow contrary to
any other time in the
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J'o 4 . says gov-

%

B
E«s
|

E

033
per cent (62 th] The
owing concentration of pro-

uction fewer is expected
to continue into the 21st cen-
tury, at the of a decline

in small commercial farms.
However, although smaller

urban to rural areas —a

farms are

S oY S
are still considered to be impor-
tant actors in environmental

and land use policies with a
control over major share of US

The US farm commodity

programmes evolved at a time
when the average income of a

farmm household was about one-
-US households.

Farm households, on average,
more on income from
farm sources for liv-
ln than on income from
flrmlng Exclusive reliance of
non-commercial farms on non-
farm activities could be in evi-

dence. farms, rela
eke out a ter income slice
from farming. Farming is capi-

tal intensive business and to

generate average US household
income, they need substantial
assets.

There is no doubt thﬁ us
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ral households persisted well
into the 1960s. The income
level differences off to a
ty during the 1970s and
vl: remained that way ever

. And tm access to
mril non-farm jobs and in-
come an im t role

government licies were di-
rected r farm in-
come. The 1933 Agricultural
Adjustment Act (AAA) is con-
strued as a landmark piece of
legislation in the history of
American farm policy. In fact,
the 1933 AAA gave the US gov-
emment a new role in the man-
agement of the US farm sector.

The AAA included production
and marketing controls and
prices and income support pro-
grammes for many ot the most
important farm commodities.

ASEAN’s Role vis-a-vis Reglonal Situation

by ASM Nurunnabi

Washington publicly says that accepting Myanmar into the ASEAN fold gives the junta the legitimacy to
continue or it will even worsen its despotic ways. If pressure were applied by neighbouring ASEAN
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HE Association of South-
T east Asian Nations
PASEAN) has indefinitely
stponed Cambodia's entry

to the onal economic
bloc, origl scheduled for
July 23 ln u ccuun to the
violent chang overnment

by Hun Sm me l:i oouﬁ
two prime ministers. AS
has now sought a role in
mediating the conflict and sent
three foreign ministers to
confer with Hun Sen. Initially
Hun Sen spumed the di u
Subsequently, Cambodia,
reversing the rebuff it had
issued, said it wanted the
ﬁ%ﬁﬂ to medtl;te in the con-

ct between the two warring
prime ministers.

"ASEAN's decision not to
accept Cambodia as a full mem-
ber was a big mistake because it
may force the 1o loogk
ltu Imniedlalc urs for

t.” sec~

Hlnintl:r Hun Sen

udd "l told them that the ball is
at their feet, "Hun Sen said re-
ferring to the visit there of three
Foreign Ministers from mem-
bers of the ASEAN. "Whether
ASEAN plays that ball or
it to others to play it is

their own decision. We have to
know whethcr ASEAN nu:du us

or we need another.”
Diplomats and analysts
have noted that since the

China including ordering the
closure of Taiwan's Lla-
tive office in Phnom and

cuneelllmud:d with a Tai-
wanese :

On the other hand. there
were indications from ASEAN
that the recent coup in Cambo-
dia be rolled back and the old
government restored.

ASEAN's role with reference
tnll]rlnmlrth was also looked
upon with some misgivings in
some guarters. Myanmar's new
membership in the ASEAN has
caused for the group's
relations with the European
Union and the United States.
‘Ihal.lnltedSutﬂhidlohHed

to keep uhu qut of

country's
e o e b
ignored the of 1990 elec-
tions. W and some
European leaders had called for

luulntin:nnd ntt;::e tll;g Myanmar
regime, t
has banned new Ameriunmm;l-
vestment in the country. The
EU has said that it is not ready

uyettulullyanma.rmmdetn

an economic cooperation be-
tween the two regional trade
grou s. From the ASEAN
side, it has been stated that "we
t sit down with the EU and
out what kind of problems
they have with Myanmar being
in ASEAN.” It was further
stated ﬂl.I;ll!. the nlne—nlu“nrll]
aced problems wit
ﬂ.:ltlnited States. That has
to do with the issu-
of visas to senior H{mmnr
officials travelling to the
United States. The 30-year
ASEAN y devised as a
bulwark against communist
Indochina, lately admitted also
Laos to the group.

The US Secretary of State
hauled l.llml.l' over the coals
as AS ‘newest’ member.
Citing m'lllu.ry -ruled Myanmar

ul: anomaly ﬂﬁln EAN"
us Sstate it
was the member * rhemre

the state and are fun-
= m:tznd
t "protects
ts from lhedru trnd:"
fmﬂlﬂmtadthlt'll
inside ASEAN but it will re-
main outside the southeast Asia
mainstream and isolated from
the until ac-

ective fact that must be ac-
nowledged.” A European
source that the reference to
the long-held ASEAN policy of
gentle persuasion was just a
smokescreen” since construc-
tive engagement had so far
failed to show ete results.
In this context, the US Secre-
tary of State urged ASEAN lead-
ers to meet pro-democracy

leader San Suu Kyl when

they visit Myanmar and give
hcr su . "It is ASEAN's re-

nsibility to convince the
5 ORC &yanmar military

{ogue with Suv Kyt's political

d‘irncnrtn also have indi-
cated that though ASEAN in-
sists that its policy of "con-
structive engagement” with
Myanmar's generals was

ted its M
rum[t:hu Eguntr;g hg path

toward 011&' uu'.l t‘r:r.

markef reforms

Bluhlicly says that acce u
anmar lntu the AS fol

glvu the junta the legitimacy to

continue or it will nrr,n worsen

its dupuur.: w&yn rmurt

EA.#’cuuntﬂ:: it muld be
far more effective than protests
from the West.

What next?

Sir, Our leaders are busy
celebrating different occa-
sions/functions competing
with each other at a time when
the country is
a deep crisis — one
other for their faults and
errors. The share market is at
stake. The economy of the
country has reached the
that it will be totally sha
even with another slightest
touch. The saddest part is that
no bothers to realize the
problems of the common
peoplc But still the commoners

on. The part
uf the crisis is that nobody
seems to take up the leadership
having due sense of honesty,

mwit? morality etc. The
country is ust for

belnﬁ ruled
bu{:ng dm; y it‘:ha 4

is t some
are sit in their chaj;l?:u e
taking advantages of their

puﬂSylhetuum practically still de-
is s
tached from the rent of the
country after the severe gas
leakage. Those responsible for
this major accident should
have been taken to task;
no has been done so far.
of months back without
giving even 24 hours notice the
office had been changed.
One by one the names of most of
the institutions, streets etc are
being renamed. What is in a
name? Will the tax-payers have
to pay less tax than before or
the prices of the commodities
will come down or the ma urlt_-.r
of the population will
three meals a day by

caﬂlngnrnacnm]lp?nespltcof

going on; again
a dilutroua thlg? lace —
the price-hike of petroleum —
which means a massive blow on
the waistline of economically

crippling nation. What next?

Shamim Choudhury
Banani, Dhaka.

A better Dhakal?

Sir, When a twn-ga%e fuur-
colour ad converts

"Taka" and "acres" to '"blgh it
is obvious how much intelli-
gence readers are credited
with. It is therefore not surpris-
ing that they have the gall to re-

fer to "high class apartments®,

hoaﬁngclub” club”, "a
:dmoi

and a

being “for the
community"? Are we
the nm: u:nm unity

pﬂalﬂmup

idea of a ' nﬁ'tmm
s 5 i i fsher-
u l'—'

standard”

of
wh nlc

benqﬁtnfthe
talk:lng

a 'hucca’ a tree;
and a ‘school’ is a board
nailed to a tree trunk?

It is amusing that the self-
proclaimed social and environ-
mental angel's objectives are to
“Build a Better Dhaka,f — prob-
ably it's the first time even

ture? naive can one be?
It has alwa
fact that we dumb '’
nmdanmﬂt"lﬂﬂpermg:ﬂfur—
owned company,” to us
3& ood for us. Many
. intellectuals

Ject in and none — in-
clu the "do- ers” —
have it to discuss
the matter with the com-
munity whom the project is
su to benefit.

f course, I thank the

adverstisers for the

t. "utilise scarce oﬁ:v
ernment resources for er

Macro economic

constancy

Sir, People of the country
had t verdict in favour
of this government to bring
about changes in the lot of the
common people. And the lot
common people will no t
r:.hanged until or unless

economy is geared u
beef up the economy, a

a brainstormi
the headway
an ¢ !-:';: aised and
severely critici Or every ac-
tion and decision conducted by
his ministry. In the last one
year, economic ormance is

gloomy despite political stability

is obviousl
one. He

and no major natural dlmter
Our minister might be compla-
cent for ac GDP

at 5.6 cent. rate has
been due to better per-
formance of tural sector

%1 nteﬁi?pu'cmtm
compare to cent in
95-96). i

Each and every macro eco-
numir: indicaturu dis-

icture of I.ht': economy
mﬂmﬁumﬁtl:n une—ym pcr-

for the uvemment : I:n:F
(to -umn extent) and

of some ministries con-

. In this context I like to
focus on current liquidity crisis.
Presently banks are suffering
from the liquidity crisis and the
reasons behind this are the
government lags in revenue

its excessive buarrnw
ing from various fb]i:tkl
cascading effect o year's
capital market scam.-
Notwithstanding taking all

favourable macro economic
measures like currency deval-
uation, increase of bank rate,

of bank loan etc., and
reduction in import ne
should have m
uidity of the But thjngn
did not happen as it was ex-

welmnwinduutrla]iuthn

the only solution to relieve us
curse of

in

d

E

the ""ﬁ
vestment is pru'equlsl
l::linn rm:eul

strialisa
pmn wil
Tht
I-Iltl:‘lll
3pe:r cent Iut
cent in
which has tn
double digit in any way to re:ch
GDP rate at 7 per cent.
In current liquidity crisis,
banks are unable to give in-
dustrial as well as business and
trade loans. Money supply must
be increased to an impetus
to the ailing industrial sector.
There is a direct relationship
between money supply and in-
flation — increa money
uppl{o withuut productivity

In currmtmﬂt:xt govern-
mt should more money
to upbeat resource mobilisation
process. There is an a en-
sion regarding infla re-
mains, but the lpﬂl-n-n:r impnct
will h!inl more than harm
in the . In this context,
China could be an example for
us. China experienced both
double digit growth and infla-
tion last year. But the lashes of
inflation was not so harsh as
both soared simultaneously and
rate offsets the bitter in-

ation. In addition to thE:
China enjoyed -
rect Investment H‘gn in the last

several years which is totally
absent in our country. Amount
of FDI shows more dreary pic-
ture, ble amount of FDI
arrived so far in Bangladesh.
Even our neigh country
M successfully fetched
33 billion last year despite its
controversial milit rule,
whereas we did only $30 mil-

lion.

Export . FDI, remit-
tance and all sorts financial as-
sistance help to build up a

h foreign exchange reserve
and liquidity as well. Overall
export earnings and remittance

are up but slashed revenue col-
lection and increased public
spendings lead to current lig-
uidity crisis and ever-lowest
foreign exchange reserve in last
Seven years.

We need some bold, effective
and charismatic steps from the
Finance Minister which will stir
the economy positively. The
blames for failure in regulating
this sort of economic issues

must be shouldered our Fi-
nance Minister as as the
government.

Noor Mohammed

405, Free School Street,

Dhanmondi Dhaka- 1205
Neither 'over' nor

'under'!

Sir, Dhaka's pedestrians do
not prefer to use the over-
bridges or the underpasses, ac-
cor to press reports. The

are said to be con-

un
troll y the denizens of the
underwnrld of hoodlums and
toll collectors, and the over-
hrld are not attrlacﬂk}re tc;f a
oping' society looking for
short-cuts in life.
Before spending a coupie of
crore taka on these civic
amenities, did the planning
team include psychologists to

study the motivation a s of
the users? The latter is built up
through educational and pub-

licity . It is a sad re-
flection on good governance
when armed guards have to be
posted 24 hours a day at the
underpasses. For how many
years?

The physical planning of
these structures might be all
right, but how to lay the foun-
dation of good governance,
which we have been trying for
half a century? The politicians.
who are su sed to be profes-
sionally qualified to run the
state, appear to be helpless and

without a sense of direction.
Who will put pressure on
whom?
A Zabr
Dhaka

f
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However, economic and policy
environments have changed
dramatically since 1930s and
the 1996 Federal cultural
Improvement and orm Act

Act) evolved mechanisms
that tie price and income sup-
ports to production controls. It

is being ar that phaﬂng

out of commodity [pro
is not likely to lead to any

large-scale displacement of
farm ators on a sector-
wide basis I.l Eéléat, contract
payments wi to farm in-
come and can be used by pro-
ducers to facilitate whatever fi-
nancial restructuring and ra-
tionalization that n to take

place. Secondly, the farm sec-

tor., in the te, is cur-
rently financi sound.”
Uus are us-

ing many market risk man-
agement strategies e.g keeping
equity in cash and current as-
sets, crop insurance and
spreading sales over the year.
Smaller enterprises with a

The Rural USA : Welcome Changes

on off-farm

inmnu-lrcinnﬂr g:[d
tion and, according to a USAID

handout, have increased mar-
ket volatility and incum:
swings. Larger dlvcrﬂ.ﬂed
ations are in a

to take advantag mduc-
tion, markcring nancial

to rink “The
medium size farm (smaller

commercial farms) to be
the enterprises most in need of
timely market information and
a research and education pro-
gramme designed to identify
alternative risk management
strategies and to improve risk
management skills.”

By and large, the US farms
are new rearranging their pro-
wmmmmm

changing demand pattern

of the US and the pa{:un

cerns. Priorities are shifted in

T et
y products

areas in

terms of infrantructur: and

other facilities are to
- reverse migration from

to rural areas — a syndrome we

are eager to see in Bangladesh.

COPINION

One Generation Later
Lutfey Siddiqi

To those of the post-Banga-
bandhu eration such as
self. the war of liberation
enkindles romantic images of
bravery, heroism and success.
There is no doubt that the lead-
ership of the time, symbolized
by the charismatic Banga-
bandhu, displayed incredible
courage, radical vision and ur-
ﬁce::lc}r of action, that led to the

laration and achievement of
independence.,

It was no small achieve-
ment. Mobilising an entire
population onto an uncertain
p-lth of war, suffering and sac-
rifice is an achievement of epic

roportions itself. No-one
lked of how impractical, in-
feasible or utopian the goal of
lndepcnlﬂzntt; ;:: It n:h.l:
t the was
m to attain it, passion-
ate.

So | believe, the most pre-
cious jewel in our histo in-
dependence is the spirit that
prevailed at the time : the spirit
of courage, energy, r:vnlutiun
ary vision and dramatic
sion, What is thrilling a t
this spirit is that it is the neces-

sary and sufficient ingredient
for a nation to achieve lofty

4 En the other hand, what is
isheartening
ythis spirit that :a.medhqg ﬂ
political indepcndmc: '
sipated in the yeard afterwards

to make way for apathy and dis-
fllusionment. Talk to any 22-

Llar -old like me and you will
ow what [ am We
have lacked serious leadershi

for so long that we find it -
cult to care anymore about what
happens to . Corrup-
tion and see inaction on
the part of the government
(whoever is in has been
the norm for now and to

make matters worse, we've re-
signed ourselves to a sense of
conservatism — as if things can
never change.
We are now afraid of dream-
about an 'unthinkable" fu-
ture, afraid of thinking radi-
cally — in other words, not a

droplet of the spirit of indepen-

is the fact that -specific goals, strategi
_Emmimhr: us in a de-

dence has survived.

So when the Awami League
jum into a costly frenzy of
political activity which re-
sulted in the overthrow of the
BNP regime last . | amongst
others, was eup ¢ in antici-
pation of a change that would
mark a significant break from
our immediate past. We were
expecting a radical agenda,

adership and a well-
irected (if not trouble-free)
drive towards visible

Unfortunately, we are still
drifting lazily. At least that is
what it appears to be. And ap-
pearance is all. Like it or not,
we are now conditioned by a
world of satellite TV and mul-
timedia communications where
'image’ is of utmost im !

And nowhere is image as
important as it is in attracting
investment into the country.
The stock-market crash and re-
cent opinion polls on cun'up-
tion have already done gﬁn
disservice to thiu image at
makes it worse is thc gmrern-
ment's nonchalant attitude to-
wards these — as though things
will pick up automatically.

I urge our leadership 1o look
at themselves as leaders and to
talk to us, motivate us at every
opportunity. Talk to us about
es, time-

at-we have a plmt.itude of
latent patriotisin was apparent
at the Bangladesh cricket
team's ICC victory. That we
have a high rate of return in
this country is a t from
continued investment in the
country despite hartals and bu-
reaucratic bottlenecks. We h‘ﬁ

the potential — what we need

a reoriented leadership.

The greatest tribute today's
government cap pay to the
u is to

memmiy o
rekindle and more importantly
direct the rit and vision that
he em . Dare we take up

the challenge?
The writer is a Masters stu-

dent at the London School of
Economics
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The Road Ahead

Fahim Ahmed

nations around
the world, 1997 has been a year
for intros n, a time to cast
off the shackles of the past and
stand tall to face the future.
July witnessed the termination
of formal British Empire as the
island of H Kong returned to
the Chinese fold, a
final end ﬂm cnlnn a]
su

Soﬂth Asia marked thc 50th
anniver of partition, as
India and stan celebrated
the numerous achievements of
the past half-century, with an

to the even greater

For man

at lies in the future. For those
of us in wl:ilmll:l
use the ymlnfth:m-

ing millennium to reflect upon
the tremendous possibilities
that the future holds, always
remem that such poten-
tial cannot be fully realised
without a great dea] of disci-
pline and sacrifice.

We stand now in the adoles-
cence of our nationhood,
sC a quarter of a century
old. And just as for any other
ywng. the devel ts d

shall leave the most
laating Impreniunu on the
character of the adult. The
choices that we make today
shall be felt not only tomorrow,
but for decades to come. Thus
the colossal bility that
lies with this generation of
leaders cannot be understated,
nor can the monumental nature
of the task ahead be underesti-
mated. At the same time, how-
ever, we cannot afford to be in-
timidated by such thoughts, for
success is no means out of
our reach.

The single-most i ant
duty that we face today is to en-
sure that the democratic tradi-
tion — not even a decade-old —
remains firmly in place, to en-
sure that democracy is en-
shrined as an inviola insti-
tution in our nation. Last s

neral election should
ore be viewed as a resounding
success by all Bangladeshis, re-

ardless of Party -I.ﬂ“ll“ﬂnl
or it revealed the de
which a dedication to

racy already exists. And yet, we
cannot remain satisfied with

-

i.::r&:. requires constant change
improvement.
In the political arena today,
fnrtoomtmhdchlmlicmtmt:
u partyd:lﬂm;hﬂmd,;
uﬁ it seems as if the major
parties exist only as counter-
weights to the . All politi-
cal debate that occurs must be
iuauu*hnﬁd th:nd cannutnf be
feuds and personal vendettas:
our poor nation can ill afford to
waste its precious resources on
such squabbles. As was true
over a century ago, a house di-
vided against itself cannot
stand.
Indeed, in order to achieve
our nation's vast Potenthl we
must have the ful cocmltinn
of the various .
emnment of the day —
of which party it may be — must
with an
that is as audacious in its na-
ture as it is precise in its execu-
tion. The problems that we face
mugmﬂeuﬂn}'mnum
ous: the atrocious mi
ment of the system,
grossly inadequate healthcare
sector, the drea oppres-
sive cloud of pollution that
p:imtcn our cities., and the

stench of
mm.lp-uon t taints our bu-
rea

-

ucracy, to nm:: but a few.
But we cannot be daunted by
the size of the task before us, for
we must with great
boldness and an unshakeable
- sense of Indeed, the
many lcmmpli:hmentl that
mark our recent attest to
the possibilities of the future,
such as the remarkable achi-

:mnu in population con-

the lmlﬂgu:; feat r?{ n:'

rhri near r parity in
ng ary education, and the
f duul strides made ln

child immunisation. The
sibilities are truly endless, l
in order to we must act
together, and we must act now.
Let us not waste this opportu-
nity, which comes but rarely in
the hist of a nation. when we
step out the old and into
the new. Divided we cannot suc-
ceed: united we cannot fail. The
choice lies wholly with us.
The writer is a 2nd year un-
dergraduate at Harvard Uni-
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the status gquo. for the practice
of democracy. by its very na- versity. USA. I



