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must provide in public educa-
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. On
hand, coaching cen-

skills and discipline needed for

an economic battle that awaits

ing and in search of a life that

is apparently 'absent’ in the

The country now sees a
proliferation of tuition centers

wonder if a principal fully aware
of a teacher's tainted past could
recommend him for a job!

of good quality education
will remain an elusive dream.
Something like a racket has

friends in America. When they
hear that I am on my way home
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beauty even in the midst of a
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ing h.;zy.
Yet, there is hardly any sec-
t about the fact that

people in the country, despite
distress signals comi frl::im
either banks and ries or
political fronts want their chil-
dren to be educated. But
should it come so much at the
cost of their economic downturn
or should such endeavours put
them only in dire straits?
Reports gleaned from some
perous countries in the
ﬂnn definitely would
inspire ts in the coun-
try and cdﬁiuﬂumnmmt ac-
tion to herald a change. In
South Korea, a country that

DCC drive to
contain mosquito

menace from Sept 1

City Corporation
(DCC) has taken up an extensive
programme {0 contain mos-

quito menace in the coming

t:mh%-gm.rmm.
The has allocated Tk

six crore and 15 lakh for the

programme, said a press release.

The mosquito-control -
Fal:mne includes p:_
er hyacinth from derelict

ponds and canals, fogging for
elimination o flying

f
ing ultra-low-volume [UL -
secticides. Yo

use 450 fi machines in 90
wards of city in each alter-
nate day from September 1.

A total of 310 new ma-
chhumprmndm-
tional manpowers have been
deployed to make the pro-

gramime a success.

Every day 45 wards will be
Ender operation to contain the

to menace.
Ten ULV machines will be
procured this year.
The city has re-

quested different ministries,
agencies, and individuals to
c bushes and drains and
remove hyacinth with their
own arr is. J

A monitoring cell led by the
chief executive of DCC has been
formed to speed up and make
the endeavour a success.

ames Bond

often turn out to be wasteful
expenditures. But without any
respite, parents would continue
to do so as long as schools,
both public and private, are not
doing their job properly. And it
is at this juncture that govern-
mlan}-u?éunndu regards sound
and crea a sound
gane is needed. hag
So says an wealthy

parent, "I'm in no mood to have
my chﬂdrcnwh edumﬁclt}l in the
coun ere syllabus and
currlctzum are r:hF ed so fre-
T:;nﬂg and schools fail to fulfil
t r

uties.” That's about an
affluent parent but what fate

{
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Need for trained
industrial
managers stressed

Commerce and Industries
Minister Tofael Ahmed stressed
the need for trained industrial
managers both in public and
private sectors to cope with the
constant c in technolo-

throughout the fast-moving
E:Id. reports UNB.
m"rhe world is moving fast
new tmhrl*f are -
trating .. he said Eﬁ-
gurating a -Flong seminar on
training lndylnternnl consul-
tancy programme” in the city

y.
The minister asserted that
the country needs man-
agers to make the industries
sector sound, viable
and internationally competi-
tive, based on international
tive advantages.
ganised by the British
Council, the seminar was also
addressed by British High
Commissioner David C Walker,
Acting Director of the British
Council Dr Simon Kay and pro-
amme a.ndy conductor
Jack Butterworth.

The training and internal
consultancy programme is for
local managers and trainers
who are involved in the
and implementation of work-
ing practices in the industrial
units.

Sixty pairs of managers
from Bangladesh Chemical In-
dustries tion, Steel and

Engineering Corporation,
Sugar and Food Industries Cor-
ation and private sector en-
ses have been trained so

far under this amme.
Financi and technically
British :

phase of the prog}umme will I

are bound to be tainted and
mixed. So said an affluent

businessman who owns several
industries including frozen food
and garments in the country
while his wife and children are
staying in tlt}c US, "l am export-

money from B adesh to
:IIE- USEY. Thata}-;.lgl a loss
poignantly dramatised in an
i e common to some their
world countries, but
Bangladesh perhaps featuring
most A

The government must re-
spond to this sorry state of af-
fairs in the education sector
with pragmatism and farsight-
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without minimum qualification,
experience and commitment.
These coaching centres are not
recognised by the government,
are privately run and do with-
out the most basic of facilities.
Little wonder then that these
‘educational institutions' are
producing sub-standard and
incompetent people. To put
them at different important or-
anisations is a national risk.
d the risk is spreading. Even
recognised schools and colleges
_eragp-eﬂ for cash, and their
teachers supposedly bereft of
morality and ethical values and
too keen to make quick fortune,
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| Certificate-awarding

ceremony of courses
on 'travel document
abuse’ held

The certificate-awarding
ceremony of the courses on

., Eupurts. visas and travel

ument abuse” was held at
Bangladesh Airlines training
centre Wednesday evening. re-

ports BSS.

Experts from Britain,
and the USA have pro-

vided technical assistance to
immigration and airlines offi-
cials in Bangladesh to

facilitate easy Haung: of gen-
uine air travellers and ::Ececk

abuse of international travel
documents.

The s conducted four
one-day courses for immigra-
tion and airline officials from
Aug 17-20. About 120 officials
representing the Department of
Immigration and passport of
the Biman Bangladesh Airlines
and 15 other international air-
lines operating in Bangladesh
attended the courses.

The course was jointly or-
sed by the British High
ommission, the Canadian
High Commission and the US
Emb in collaboration with
Biman adesh Airlines at
the B h Airlines Train-
ing Centre (BATC).

The Managing Director of
Biman Air Commodore Rafiqul
Islam, British High Commis-
sioner David Walker, Canadian
High Commission Nicholas

Etheridge and US Charge d'Af-
faires Theodore Nist were pre-
sent.
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Metropolitan

in schools and colleges leave
much to be desired. The gov-
ernment must try for effective

The writer is Controller of
Examinations, BUET.

ARSENIC IN GROUND WATER

A Serious Health-

by Peter Revenscroft

become widely recognised

that there is a problem of
arsenic in tubewell water in
many parts of B adesh and
adjoining areas of West Bengal
in India. The problem was
identified in India where
Professor Deepankar
Chakraborty played a key role
in drawing attention to the is-
sue.

Various agencies in the
health and water sectors such
as NIPSOM. DPHE, BWDB and
others bc%an sampling well-wa-
ter and looking for medical
symptoms as evidence of ar-
senic contamination. It became
clear that there was a signifi-
cantl problem in Bangladesh.

However_ it ipust be enpha-
'tllfd dhat l;r: is considera

certAmy® (h extrapblatin
the results of individual water
analyses or medical diagnoses
to make estimates of the total
number of pe(:pic affected. The
distribution of arsenic is com-
plicated by two scales of vari-
ability. On the one hand. there
is a local variation from one
well to another, while at an-
other scale there is a systematic
variation related to the geology
as discussed below,

In different countries, ar-
senic contamination in water
supplies is known to have been
caused by dissolving naturally
occurring geological deposits
from industrial discharges and
from application of pesticides.
It is acknowledged that there
may be more than one source of
arsenic in Bangladesh.

Apart from the hills in the
eastern parts of the country,
most of adesh is formed of
a vast thickness of alluvial and
deltaic sediments, which can be
divided into two main . the
recent floodplain and the ter-
race areas. The floodplain and
the sediments beneath them are
only a few thousand years old

IN the last two }reai's. it has

sou rocks -have not
-ﬁdtrﬂ:l;ed.'}‘ VPRl

and can be classified acco
to which of the river systems
(Ganges, Brahmaputra, Tista,
Meghna etc.) deposited them.
The terrace areas are better
known as the Madhupur and
Barind Tracts, and the sedi-
ments that underlie them are
much older than the adjacent
floodplain. Most of the arsenic
occurs in the younger sediments
derived from the Ganges basin.
Although arsenic occurs in
alluvial sediments, the ulti-
mate origin of the arsenic must
be in the outcrops of hard rocks
higher up the Ganges catchment
that were eroded in the recent
geological past and then re-de-
osited in West Bengal and
angladesh by ancient courses
of the Ganges. At present. these

It is also important to un-
derstand that arsenic does not
occur at all depths in the allu-
vial sediments. Although there
is not enough evidence to draw
firm conclusions, it appears
that high concentrations are
restricted to the upper 150 me-
ters of the alluvial sediments
and offers prospects of obtain-
ing arsenic free waters from
d&ﬁr layers.

ere are three options for
safe water supplies: a) treat-
ment of well water before con-
sumption. b) sinking wells in
arsenic free aquifers, and c) de-
velopment of surface water

All bE ticve s o

o ese approaches
probably have a role to play, but
all have some disadvantages
which will form a research

nda for the next few years.
option i.e., sinking tube-
wells is the best, but may not be
ble in all areas and in the

ong term may result in migra-
tion of arsenic aquilers
while the treatment options are

likely to be costly and have
practical problems.
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British High Commissioner to Bangladesh David C
Walker addressing the certificate-awarding ceremony of
the courses on "Passports, Visas and Travel Document
Abuse” Wednesday evening at Bangladesh Airlines

Training Centre.

Fall i:: day temp likel

Moderately |

avy fall is likely at

places over Barisal and

Chittago ivizions In the next 12 hours till 8 pm today,

UNB.
Met office also forecast light
shower accompanied

to moderate rain or thunder-

by temporary gusty wind at most places

over Chittagong, Barisal, Khulna and Sylhet divisions and at

sl
country.

Meantime, Khulna ex

rienced the high

laces over Dhaka and Rajshahi divisions.
ght fall in day temperature |s likely throughout the

est 57 mm rain

during the last 24 hours till 6 am yesterday. Jessore had 26 mm

shower, Svihet 23 and Comilla 22 mm during the

ratu egree
Ran%:jrmu and the lowest 23.5 degrees
sets today at 6:25 pm and rises tomorrow at

The c
recorded
The sun

ntry’'s highest tempe

period.
Celsius was
at Sylhet.
36 am,

re 33.8 d

of Railway held

e T Opaden Ratl:rla}r author-
n its special meeting,
ht:ld yesterday, decided to o
vide more power to the ad-
ministration to help it on

neces n;namclll activi-
ties, reports .

The decision was taken to
make the adesh Railway
authority an organisation free
from su : th this end in

view, the meeting also decided
to build a time-befitting infras-
tructure for the railway within
the next one year. an official
press release said.
ng discussed the
issue of establishing railway
connection in the Jamuna
from the first day of its
commission, the press release
said.

Communications Minister
Anwar Hossain presided over
the l':laetjng He alerted all con-
cerned to ensure proper steps in
this regard.

Among others, plannin
commission member ?ph sica
infrastructure) Dr Fazlul !Yln
Yousuf, Secretary of the Road
and Rallway Division Sayed
Rezaul Hayat.

Bangladeshi student
elected president

of Cambridge union

Omar Sadat, a Bangladeshi
student, has been elected Presi-
dent of Cambridge Graduate
Union, UK, says a press release.

He was also elected general
secretary of the Union last year,
He has sed LLM this year
from U ty of Cambridge.

He is the youngest son of
Omar Faruque, a director of
Dhaka Chamber of Commerce
& Industry (DCCI), and Dr
Hasina Banoo, Associate Pro-
fessor of Cardiology, PG Hospi-
tal, Dhaka.

hazard

BCAS .

and returned to America a few

weeks after the war erupted. -

hence after my friends had be-
come saturated with TV cover-
age of events in the Eastern
Province of the Kingdom.

The Saudi Arabia that I
showed to my friends was so
different from the Saudi Arabia
they saw every night on TV that
several of them had a hard time
believing that my version of the
Kingdom was real. They were
accustomed to seeing nothing
but endless stretches of empt
sand dunes broiling eternally
under a terrifying sun. Among
other things, I showed them the
spectacular Asir Mountains,
over 3000 meters high, fo
and green, inhabited g@r
friendly people in colourful
clothes living in ancient cities
and Bedouin tents,
their camels and goats and sell-
ing gorgeous bottles of golden
honey in traditional markets.
My friends are intelligent peo-

le who have traveled widely.

ut the contrast between CNN's
Saudi Arabia on the TV screen
and my Saudi Arabia on the
slide projection screen was as-
tonishing to them.

Amerfea’'s image
Bangladesh is an i of dis-
asters — cyclones, floods,

famines, air pollution. hartals.
malnutrition, warfare, VVIPs
saying "Bangladesh is a r
country” before the UN and the
World Bank, and so on. It is the

| same image of the country that

you can see when you watch
CNN International, except that
CNN International provides
much more coverage of
Bangladesh than does the do-
mestic version of CNN that is
available in America. So if you
were to combine all of the pic-
tures of Bangladesh that you see
on CNN International during
an average month, then delete
the least distressing two-thirds
of them, you would see what
America sees about desh.

So when | showed my photos
from Bangladesh, my friends
didn’t see anything they recog-
nized. They had never seen
myriads of adeshi women
walking to work in brilliantly
coloured saris; they knew noth-
it}g about the glorious splashes
of colour at the street-side

tending

PAE] :mhmmﬂgrﬂmme :

' %“?ﬁﬁ%h

gars, cripples, filth and squalor
simply invalidates my photog-
raphy in Bangladesh. She feels
that CNN's disaster photogra-
phy is so awful — and so true —
that I must follow their lead
whf:thﬂxi I wafnt to or not, else |
am guilty of putting a prett

bandage on a lﬁthy wuun£ X

I left America feeling that
photography in Bangladesh is a
lot more difficult than [ would
like it to be.

As | was ﬂ}rin%
the beginning of August, the
beauty of the countryside be-
tween Calcutta and Dhaka as
viewed through the window of
the Emirates Airbus was ex-
traordinary, especially the
networks of villages sitting on
endless strings of intercon-
nected islands in the vast in-
land monsoonal sea. And then |
reached Kamal Ataturk Avenue
and saw a chaotic crush of vehi-
cles parked three abreast in an-
kle-deep water in front of the
University, heard beggars and
cripples demandin heesh
from one and all, ran from
screaming filthy buses to avoid
being killed by them, and
smelled piles of-decomposing

back here at

Le of
Says P Bretty
bandages on filthy wounds, and
decided that | would do my best
to capture that street on film.

But I cannot. I would be de-
lighted to fly slowly over
Bangladesh in a light plane on a
bright sunny day to photograph
its remarkable beauty. But I
simply will not go out into Ka-
mal Ataturk Avenue with my
camera and capture that
hideous experience on film. It
should be erased from the face
of the earth instead of being
preserved for posterity.

My friends_ who want to see
the bad side &f Bangladesh on
film will just have to watch it
on TV without any help from
me. | will show them the beauty
of the country and its people,
and do eve ing in my power
to make sure those are the im-

es of adesh | remember
er [ leave.

The writer is Associate Pro-

fessor of Anthmpn!agg North
South University, Dhaka
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HERE and THERE

Bangabandhu Shishu
Kishore Mela

State Minister for Informa-
tion Prof Abu Sayeed yesterday
said nobody in the world has
become successful in gggprm-
ing the truth, reports :

He said all endeavours to
suppress the truth or history of
a country have been pro to
be meaningless. A group of reac-
tionary forces always tried to
create chaos in the country, but

have never won and the pa-
triotic forces have always re-
sisted their evil designs.

Prof Sayeed was addressing
a seminar on "Bangabandhu
and Bangladesh,” organised by
Bangabandhu Shishu Kishore
Mela, at the Jatiya Press Club
auditorium.

Chaired by Justice K M Sob-
han, the seminar was also ad-
dressed by Mustafa Sarwar, Dr
Enamul Huq, Dr Nilima
Ibrahim, Igbal Sobhan Chowd-
hury. Santosh Gupta. Moham-
mad Anisuzzaman, Shishu
Mela organiser Mia Monsor
and Mohiuddin Manu.

Teachers’ Training
College

The installation ceremony
of the newly elected executive
committee of 'Extra-Curricular
Activities' of Teachers' Train-
ing College, Dhaka was held at
the college auditorium in the
city yesterday, reports BSS.

State Minister for Youth,
Sports and Cultural Affairs
Obaidul Quader attended the
function as chief guest.

The state minister, in his
address. urged the teachers to
nﬁlmu sports and cultural ac-
tivities regularly in the educa-
tional Institutions.

Extra-curricular activities
can help in maintaining con-
genial atmosphere in educa-
tional institutes, he added.

Earlier. Principal of the Col-
lege Prof Rezina Sultana con-
ducted the oath of the newly-
elected 17-member executive
committee for the year 1997-98,
headed by Fazlur Rahman and
S K Abul er as its president
and general secretary respec-
tively.

Dhaka Little

Theatre

By Staff Correspondent

Dhaka Little Theatre at its
annual general meeting on
Monday decided to open a Little
Theatre School' with an aim to
get the children and juvenile
involved in the thealre move-
ment.

From January next year, Lit-
tle Theatre School will conduct
one-year certificate course for
youngsters aged between eight
to 15 years, says a press release.

Deptt of Geography

and Environment, DU

The certificate-awardin
ceremony of the Special Gl
Certificate Courses 1 and 2,
conducted by the GIS laboratory
of the t of Geography
and Environment, Dhaka Uni-
versity, was held yesterday. The
meeting was presided over by
Prof K Nizamuddin, Chairman
of the ment. The special

est Waliul Islam, Secretary,

tatistics Division, Ministry of
Planning, presented certificates
to the trainees. The

course was conducted by Prof
Amanatullah Khan of the de-

partment, says a press release.




