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on rallies and procession there yesterday.
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National Council on Science meets

Inaeased incentives to stop
brain drain suggested

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday stressed the
need for expansion and imple-
mentation of science and tech-
nology for ensuring economic
advancement of the country,
reports UNB.

"Massive expansion and
proper implementation of sci-
ence and technology are essen-
tial for attaining economic self-
reliance,” she told the 4th meet-
ing of the National Council on
Science and Technology held at
the PM's office.

Top scientists and policy-
makers, who attended the meet-
ing, suggested that more impor-
tance be given to the advance-
ment of science and technology
and more incentives to the sci-
entists to stop brain drain.

The meeting suggested in-
creased incentives to the scien-
tists to bring them back after
they complete higher studies
abroad.

It called for increasing com-

ensation and incorporating
egal measures against those
who do not come back to the
country after getting higher de-
grees at the expense of the gov-
ernment.

The meeting discussed vari-
ous branches of applied science,
particularly the agriculture sci-
ence, and aﬁpru\rﬂd the deci-
sions of 3rd meeting of the
council.

It also discussed the issue of
giving the science and technol-
ogy medal, formation of the ex-
ecutive committee of the council

Alleged dacoit
roc SR L0 death,

CHITTAGONG, Aug 20: One
alleged dacoit was beaten to
death by mob at South Demsha
village under Satkania thana
tﬂd]a_lly. police said.

e was identified as Mosta-
que Ahmed, 30.

and increasing facilities for
science research.

Evaluation of the job struc-
ture of the scientists, coordina-
tion of various research organi-
sations and development of na-
tional technological level also
came up for discussion.

The meeting laid emphasis
on utilising the outcome of sci-
entific research for eradicating
poverty through increasing
production.

The Prime Minister said it is
necessary to adopt proper poli-
cies for scientific advancement
of the country, and urged the
scientists to come up with ap-
propriate suggestions in this re-
gard.

SL sweep
ODI series

Sports Reporter

Sri Lanka clinched the one-
day series against India when
the world champions handed
the visitors a crushing seven-
wicket defeat at the Premadasa
Stadium in Colombo yesterday.

Explosive opener Sanath
Jayasuriya hammered a gusty
66 as the Lankans, chasing a
modest Indian total of 238/7,
raced to 241 for three in 41.5
overs to sea! the three-match
rubber with an unassailable 2-
0 lead.

Hot on the heels of their sen-
sational two-run win on Sun-
day, the all-conquering Rana-
tunga's men rose to the oc-
casion, sending the beleaguered
Indian's to their seventh suc-
cessive defeat.

Roshan Mahanama was un-
beaten on 66 at the kill while
Aravinda de Silva chipped in
with an enterprising 52.

Earlier, put in to bat, the In-
dian innings was built around
a disciplined 113 from opener
Saurav Ganguly, his maiden
one-day century.

I'rom page 1

tal coliform per 100 ml was
found to be as many as 19000
while the total aerobic bacte-
rial count per 100 ml was 2200.

The terrible state of supplied
water in a part of the city be-
came known when the reader,
who preferred anonymity. sent
a sample in a bottle to
ICDDR,B's Laboratory Sciences
Division. "] was advised to go
for a lab test after some of my
family members fell in long
spells of illness apparently
caused by waterborne diseases.
My elder daughter who recently
came from England to visit me
was struck down by typhoid.
Similar affliction was in store
for my dynunger daughter and
her children who are currently
out here on a vacation from the
States. [t was so bad in the case
of my grand children that th
had to be rushed to hospital. Al-
though they have been released
from there, they are still run-
ning temperature,” grumbled
the complainant.

He was, however, far from
being narrowly focused in his
concern. "l am more worried
about the fate of people who do
not have access to the forums
through which they can air
their complaints. There are
ample reasons for concern be-
cause our society in general
comprises people who cannot
and will not take the trouble of
testing water, let alone contact-
ing media for redeeming the
situation. What really flabber-
gasts me most is that people
who can really pull their weight
are sitting ah&urulﬂl}' smug over
a fearful crisis like this. From

Water contaminated

the way some of my neighbours
who held and still hold impor-
tant government positions re-
acted to the problem, it seemed
they could not care less and as if
they are immune to this dan-
%EI‘," vented the exasperated suf-
erer,

He also observed that the
pu]icly;]:'nllnwed by the laborato-
ries like the one he sought help
from is making matters worse.
"You will see just below the
comment of the scientist con-
cerned there is a prohibitory
note which says the report can-
not be used for publicity. What
is the use of a test if its findings
cannot be disclosed to the puﬁ—
lic? How will the authorities go
about solving the problem if
they are not informed of it in
the first place?" he asked.

Contamination of WASA's
water is a twice told story. Al-
ready some awareness attempts
have attributed the rise in the
number of people suffering
from diseases like jaundice, ty-
phoid and dysentery to the

resence of an extremely high
evel of dangerous elements in
the water supplied by the au-
thorities. Like the gentleman
caller at The Daily Star office
ifeatcrda}r. most people are at a
oss to figure out how long the
government can continue to
turn deaf ears to such a huge
public problem. Random test of
water from one area of the capi-
tal has made it quite clear what
a huge disaster we are destined
to court in the health sector un-
less the authorities wake up
immediately to bring the WASA
supplied water to a level that is
not regarded unfit for human
consumption.
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4-day "holiday’ 1f

hartal observed
on Aug 24

By Staff Correspondent

L]
BNP's proposed hartal on
August 24, if observed, will vir-
tually result in a closure of gov-
ernment offices and institu-
tions for four consecutive days.
The party will go for the har-
tal if the government does not

withdraw the price enhance-
ment of fuel by August 23,

The weekly holidays are on
August 22 and 23, followed by
the proposed hartal on August
24 and a public holiday for
Janmastomi on August 25

Originally, the Janmastomi
holiday was on August 24 but
the government shifted it to Au-

gust 25,
UNHCR

Ffom page 1

triation process by June this
year, it could not be made pos-
sible and "that's why we gave
the proposal for local integra-
tion of the rest of the refugees”,
she said.

"After Bangladesh turned
down the proposal and took a
firm stand to repatriate all of
the Rohingyas, we are now re-
viewing our decreasing budget
f?r the purpose on monthly ba-
sis.”

When asked how funds were
mobilised after June 30, she
said, "We got some funds for the
purpose of local integration and
we are now spending money
from that fund"”.

Out of some 2.5 lakh Ro-
hingya refugees, all but some
2] went back home over the
last six years. Presently, a mo-
tivation campaign by the
Bangladesh government and
UNHCR is on at the Nayapara
and Kutupalong refugee camps
lo persuade two refugees to go
back home voluntarily.

Flood

From page 1
Dhalchar and Char Montaz
were submerged with 2 to 3 feet
tidal surge.

Vast tracts of cropland and
dwelling houses in Barisal,
Jhalakati, Barguna and Piro-
jd:mr have been submerged with

ood water and damages to the
property are yet to be ascer-
tained.

BGMEA

From page 1
Anisul Haq, when the Quddus
group was demanding that he
should apologise.

Sinha, in his statement, ac-
cused the present BGMEA lead-
ership of making "suicidal and
damaging”" comments that they
would shift the garment busi-
ness to other countries from the
EU because of the GSP problem.

Quddus, in the meeting, de-
nied that he made such com-
ments in a press conference a
few days back. But another
garment factory owner said
that if such comments were
made, those were not intended
to harm the industry.

At this point, Anisul Hagqg
demanded a clarification from
the BGMEA chief which led to a
nm%; scene.

e garment e rters were
unanimous regarding the ne-
cessity of GSP for maintaining
their competitive edge in the
European markets, but came
out with split opinion on the

cancellation of the GSP certifi-
cates.

However, at the end they
adopted a five-point resolution
which opposed the cancellation
of the certificates, but called
upon the government for taki
full financial responsibility i
it cancels those unilaterally.

The meeting empowered the
BGMEA executive committee
for taking any decision to re-
solve the GSP problem by show-
ing any flexibility. It urged the

overnment to involve the BG-
EA in the Cabinet committee
on GSP issue.

The resolution is likely to be
put forward to Commerce Min-
ister Tofael Ahmed today.

Detailed story on Page 6
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Banrgaban dhu Murder Case

Tofael, EC envoy
talk GSP 1ssue
The Ambassador of the Eu-
ropean Commission to Bangla-
desh, Michael Drury, called on
Commerce and Industries
Minister Tofael Ahmed at the
latter's office in the city yes-
terday, reports UNB.

They discussed in details the
GSP issue, upholding the fri-
endly relations between Ban-

gladesh and European Union
countries.

JCD-BCL clash:
Edward College
closed for 4 days

PABNA, Aug 20: Pabna Ed-
ward University College was
closed for four days following a
clash between pro-Awami
Lca#u: Chhatra League and
BNF's student front Jatiy-
atabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD) to-
day, reports UNB.

Academic Council of the
college took the decision in an

emergency meeting with Prin-
cipal ASM Anisur Rahman in
the chair.

Chaumuhani BCL

leader succumbs
to 1njuries
A BCL leader succumbed to

his injuries yesterday at the
Bangabandhu Medical Univer-

sity Hospital in the city. reports
BSS. d

Vice President of Chau-
muhani thana unit of a-
desh Chhatra League and a
degree student of C aumuhani
College Hasan Ahmed was seri-

ously injured on Monday in an
attack a.‘]legcdly by the BNP ac-
tivists.

Bus strike
in Sylhet

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Aug 20: Bus,
minibus and coach services to
and from Sylhet remained sus-
pended for the second day today
due to strike called by the
transport owners and workers
association

The strike was called
EE::E;HHE toll an:l‘:tmn al-

an organi %ou in
K uwalEZridgr area on haiav
Sylhet highway.

Several hundred vehicles
have been stranded on the both
sides of the Khowai bridge.
causing sufferings to the pas-
sengers.

Yasmin murder
From page |

cused was held in the District
and Sessions Judge's Court,

REIIEPUI'.

They all were charged under
Section 201(34) of the Penal
Code for offences of lapse in
duty, trying to dama‘fe .
concealing facts and diverting
the case.

Judgements of both parts of
Yasmin case will be announced
on the same day, court sources

The Daily Star

Four alleged
snatchers

beaten up

By Staff Correspondent
Local ple yesterday as-

saulted four alleged snatchers
at Laxmibazar under Sutrapur

thana in the Old City.

Police said they rescued the
four and arrested them. The
mu
Anwar, 27, Siddique, 35, and
Nirmal, 23, were admitted to

the Dhaka Medical College

Hneg:ta] under police custody.

e gang attacked an auto-
rickshaw senger in Rishi-
kesh Das Lane, Laxmibazar
Police seized the auto-rick-
shaw.

Forged revenue
stamps: Two

arrested

By Staff Correspondent

Detective police recovered
forged revenue stamps worth
about Tk 13 lakh arrested
two persons in this connection
from Mirpur in the city on

Y.

Acting on a secret informa-
tion, police raided Jahurabad
area at about 7:30 pm and seized
3.25 lakh pieces of four-taka
revenue s :

The arrested persons are
Atiar Rahman, 40, and Matiar
Rahman, 33.

Azi1z Bhai

From page |
tion officer ASP Khalequzza

man — interr ted him from
10:30 am to 1. in the after
noon

Replying to the CID investi-
tors, Aziz Bhai was learnt to
ve said that he knew none of

those mentioned in the confes
sional statement, including
Rezvi.

"Even | didn't know the late
hero Salman Shah or his wife
Samira,” the business magnet
told the CID investigators who
were repealedly questioning
him about the matter.

He also informed the CID of-
ficials that he was in London

the ‘suicide’ of the heart-
throb hero Salman. He, for this,
requested the investigators to

through his I)anupurt which
ge%:iru.dy impounded.
ey asked Aziz Bhai who
were with him when he was in
London during the 'suicide’ of
Salman on September 6, 1996.
He was also asked if he could
mention some names who were
in flight during his trip to Lon-
don early on September 5. Aziz
Bhai was learnt to have satis-
fied them.
Sources close to the investi-
gg:rs said Aziz Bhai told the
officials that he was plan-
ning to sue the e who im-
licated him in the death of
man Shah.
Meanwhile, the CID will in-
t te Salman's wife Samira
and her mother Lusi today.
They have already been sent let
ters in this regard.

s. identified as Suruj. 28,
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I Auto-rickshaws |

ing From page |

Our Staff Correspondent
from Chittagong adds: Auto-
rickshaws and tempos stayed
off the roads and highways for
the second consecutive day yes-
teraﬂ protesting enhancement
of prices

The sufferings to the com-
muters mounted as the rick-
shaw pullers demanded high
fares, sources said.

However, trucks and buses
plied in the routes.

The auto-rickshaw drivers
tried to put up barricades at
some places in the city and its
surrounding areas but their at-

were foiled by the police.

lice man received in-

jury in his head as auto-rick-

shaw drivers pelted stones at

Shantihat under Patiya thana
ay morning.

The attack was made when
police removed the barricade
put by the drivers. police
sources said.

In the city, over 20 platoons
of police were depl yester-
day to foil any attempt of vio-
lence by auto-rickshaw drivers.

Our Staff Correspondent
from Khulna writes: Sales of
petroleum products in the city
declined by 30 to 40 per cent
yesterday due to hike.

Owners of all the 13 filling
stations yesterday decided to
observe a three-day token
strike from tomorrow protest-
ing the price hike of fuels.

They would not lift petrol
and diesel from the depots dur-
ing the strike.

Jamaat calls
hartal Aug 24

Jamaat-e-Islami has called
a dawn-to-dusk countrywide
hartal on August 24 protesting
the price hike of fuels and ter-
rorism in the country, reports
UNB.

The hartal call was given
from an emergency meeting of
its central working committee
F:ltcrdijr with Jamaat Ameer

rof Golam Azam in the chair.

[njunction

From page 1

jthul: court u]t.oda}r to obtain the in-
l-lngoﬂ. € 80 said.

sides, Aljvncale ?(:gu
rawardy, Advocate Rezaul
Hiron, APP, Advocate Abu
Bakar Farhad, APP and Advo-
cate Faridul Islam Talukder are
the other plaintiffs who signed

an affidavit seeking the injunc-
| tion.

From page 1
of the five accused in custody

also cross-examined him.
Shahdat said. "Those among

“us who were at the officer's mess

reported to the Unit office at

around 7:45 am. We woke up at
the noise outside the mess at
around 6:30 am.

"As we came out we saw the
troops and officeis of the Sec-
ond Field Artillery in their full
gear outside the mess.

"They told me, 'we have fin-
ished all ... you are still sleeping
.. put on your uniform a?letfr:-
port at the Unit office.

“Within few minutes of my
arrival at the Unit office, I saw
high officials of the Army in-
cludin%lﬂhief of Army Stafl Maj
Gen Shafiullah assembling at
the offices of my Commanding
Officer (CO).

“There | also saw Maj Dalim

in his military gear along with
Maj Rashid, CO of Second Field
Regiment.

"After another few minutes,
Rear Admiral MH Khan, Chief
of Naval Staff, Air Vice Marshal
AK Khandaker, Chief of the Air
Staff also went to my CO's
office.

'l also saw Maj Gen Ziaur
Rahman, the Deputy Chief of
Army Staff, Brig Khaled
Mosharraf, the chief of General
;E-taffM C;:nl Nuraddin. the Direc-

or, Military Operation enter-
ing Ey CO's office.

"My CO, Lt Col Matiur Rah-

man, came out of his office and

ordered me to visit Bangaband-

hu's residence located at

Eihanmandi and report back to
m.

“The CO also ordered me to
take two other officers along
with me.

'l reached Bangabandhu's
residence at around 8:45 am. At
the entry point of Rd No 32, |
saw troops, some wear-
ing Khaki and some black uni-

formns. Tanks were there on the
road as well.

"When the troops stopped us I
said that the Chief of Army
Staff he:js sent us to visit the
spot and report. Then they al-
lowed us to go.

"As we reached in front of
Bangabandhu's residence we
saw armed Army personnel in-
side the house, its surroundings
and on the road.

"Maj Noor received us at the
gate of the house. On his query I
told him that the Chief of Army
Staff wanted us to report about
the incident here.

"Maj Noor then asked Capt
Huda to take us inside the resi-
dence.

"I saw the body of Sheikh
Kamal lying on the floor near a
table at the reception room of
that house.

"l asked Huda, 'why did you
kill Sheikh Kamal?' He (Huda)
said, 'he (Sheikh Kamal) has
been killed as he was trying to
contact outside.’

"Bazlul Huda then showed us
the body of Sheikh Naser which
was lying in the bathroom of
the reception room. Huda, how-
ever, remained silent when we
asked why they killed Sheikh
Naser.

"We got stunned seeing the
body of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mul!ibur Rahman on the stairs.

I asked Huda why they had
killed the President of the coun-
er. He said, 'when I went to
Sheikh Mujib along with the
group he said why have you
come to my house, who has sent
you, where is Shafiullah?

"Huda told me 'Mujib then
pushed me and I fell down. Then
we fired gunshots and killed
him.'

"Then we went near the din-

room where we saw the body
of m Mujib. In Bangaband-
hu's bedroom, we saw another
four bodies.

"We then asked Huda why
they had killed them. He
replied, 'the troops went out of
control and killed them ... They
also looted goods.”

"Huda also told us that they
killed Col Jamil and left his
body in a vehicle which was
g:; ed at the backside of

&abandhu's residence.

"We got so distressed that we
returmed to the unit without see-
ing the body of Col Jamil and
reported everything verbally to
Lt Col Matiur Rahman, our
Commanding Officer.”

Can you

From page 1
the four notorious brothers —
Raja, Badsha, Nabab and Sam-
rat — all identified terrorists
with strong political backing,"
Huda says.

It's a six-year-old story. In
October 1991, Huda alleges,
Nabab, Samrat — two of the four
brothers — and Ramzan robbed
Tk 25,000 from Biplob, his son.
Huda, who runs a moderate
business in the local bazar,
filed a case with the Keraniganj

lice against them. They are

tried.

Seven months later, in May
1992, the brothers took on Bi-

lob, allegedly stabbing him in
road daylight. Huda once
again took them to court.

This family meanwhile had
to move from Zinjira to Dhaka
city because the brothers proved
too powerful for the Hugau to
handle thern.

A magistrate meantime
found the accused in the May
1992 incident were not guilty.
An appeal against the verdict,

n in 1994, is being heard in

e District Court.

The family returned to Zin-
jira in June 1996. Huda, a
staunch supporter of the ruling

ple

Awami League, thought things
would bealgelitcr nmghthat lf;]]ﬁu:
party had just come to power.

One meorning last March,
Nabab and Samrat reappeared.
They went to Huda's shop and
allegedly demanded several
hundred taka. Biplob, at the
shop, refused to give in, only to
be beaten up by them on his way
back home in the afternoon.
Huda says they also took away a
gold chain and some money.

Huda went to police again
and lodged a complaint. In ad-
dition, he wrote to a superior
police officer seeking his inter-
vention. Moved by his appeal,
and convinced by his argu-
ments, the ASP ordered local
police to take up the matter se-
riously.

Nabab and Samrat were ar-
rested, and refused bail by the
magistrate.

adsha, their brother, out of
prison after serving a five-year
term for an act of terrorism in
the local bazar, was allegedly
asking Huda to withdraw
charges against his brothers.
"He also warned me if 1 didn't he
would target my other family
members.” Huda responded b
registering general diary wit

ase hefmgjmky

"My daughter Simky is the
latest victim," says Huda. "Ev-
erybody in the area knows that
Ramzan, Anu, Babul and others
who have abducted my daughter
are close associates of Raza and
his brothers."

The officer-in-charge at
Keraniganj thana knows it all.
Nur Ahmed confirms that two
brothers, Nabab and Samrat,
are under-trial prisoners. The
other two, free, haven't done
anything unlawful since he
took over more than a year ago,
he says.

The OC says Anu, arrested in
connection with the abduction
episode, denied charges against
him but told police that the two
others co-accused were indeed
involved in it. Nur Ahmed says
he is doing his job and has also

told the father to try to find his

uda even spoke to the Vice
Principal of Eden College,
where Nusrat Huda Simky is a
student. He was told that the
college had nothing to do with
it. "It didn't happen on the cam-
So, for Simky's father. there
are very few options left. b

This govt to face

public trial

soon for betrayal: Khaleda

BNP Chairperson BEFum
the

Khaleda Zia yesterday

ruling party, which came to
ng apology to the

power maki
people for their past misdeeds,

would be put in the dock for
public trial shortly for be-

tl'l!‘], reports UNB.

It is not too far when this

government will have to face
trial .... people might not give
enough time and forgive them
anymore,” she said.

The opposition leader ob-

served that the ruling party to-
tally failed to run coun
this time like the post-libera-

tion period. "Second time they
came to power following the
conspiracy of their masters to
complete the unfinished tasks
:I.;;I]ing out the country,” she

The BNP chairperson was
speaking at a joining pro-
gramme at her 29 Minto
official residence last night.

Former Defence Secretary M
A Hakim along with a group of
elite of Madaripur district for-
;1:5113; Joined BNP at the func-

on.

Begum Zia said: "In the last

14 months, the government has
messed up There is
no single positive t
of this guv:rmlll:ent. It has de-
stroyed everyt through its
subservient pnﬂgilgn.'

On the one hand. industries
are

bclt:ﬂcloudan:aﬂerm-
other on the other, the gov-

ernment all borders to
allow all goods of another coun-

Khale
aleda to visit
Pakistan on

way to US

By Staff Correspondent

BHPtcth:d' and Leader of the
Opposi in Jatiya d
Begum Khaleda Zia wi?l.::;al
one-day co visit to Pak-
istan on her way to the United

She will leave Dhaka for
US on August 23. e
um Zia will be visi
Pakistan at the invitation o
Pakistan Prime Minister Mia
Mohammad Nawaz Sharif said
a PI.I'[}" press rm j‘“ﬂﬂ}".

Bangladesh delegation could
convince them explaining the
actual situation and causes be-
hind the congestion.

But the on st 15
informed them that they had
cut the duration of the sur-
char l:_:i'um:hhree lﬂ;ﬂl‘.‘ month
cons n e logic unds
of Banﬂ.cfuh tﬁ‘:o

On August 16, Chowdhury
saild, the Bangladesh side re-
g’dﬂd their decision and

fax that the CFTC's sion
was illogical and one-sided.

A B M Wadud Ullah, presi-
dent of B adesh Steamer As-
sociation, told the press confer-
ence that imposition of sur-
charge is not | . "But there
must be some ground.”

BGMEA President Mostafa
Golam Quddus said the people
responsible for the crisis in
Chittagong Port could be identi-
fied through normal enquiry.

“They are dam our
economy. If they are identified,
sued with treason charge and
finally given exemplary pun-
ishment, there will no prob-
lem in the port.” he said.

Farid A Chowdhury further
said the CFTC did not consult
the shippers, which is manda-
tory for it as per the UN con-
;:nt:}??. before Erving the no-

ce mposin € surc .

He said lfglhc ummld
legally prove that the imposi-
tion of surcharge was not im-
posed in accordance with the
rules, the CFTC would be bound
{1; refund the money within 30

ys.

During the meeting with
EETC l}cﬂdsaid, I:Lle Bangladesh

€ replied to the arguments of
the committee in favour of im-
posing the surcharge. "They
could not answer to any of our
points.”

The CFTC imposed the sur-
charge for the 'unusual’ cungca*
tion in the Chittagong Port
which, it said, forced the vessels

Pogmf users

may sue

to stay there for 14 to 16 days on
an average.

It there was no alterna-
tive to imposing congestion
surcharge to compensate the
ships oversta there due to
the strike, inadequate equip-

ment facility and yard conges-
tion.

The side told the
CFTC that the short-
term steps taken the task

force, the port authority was
able to reduce congestion to a
extent.

It said that ships had to stay
in the port for maximum 10
days due to incessant rain and
strong current in the Karna-
phuly river that should be
termed 'act of God'.

The ships are to at least
six days fuI:" g .
unloading and lea as the
Chittagong Port is a ° port'

Besides, the CFTC has been
taking 18 and 36 for
each 20 TEH tmd 40 con-
tainer as cost- c
since 1995 mmnm
posed on neighbouring India.

Khatib

From page 1
Obaidul Huq, who had been ac-
cused of ln::iUHE the incident,
according to highly placed
SOurces.

Presided over by State Minis-
ter for Religious Affairs
Maulana Nurul Islam, the
meeting also reviewed the reply
given by the Khatib who was
asked to n his role in the
incident. He had denied his in-

lﬁaui;ﬁa Nurul Islam told

The Daily Star last night that
the governing body members
wanted more time to further
review the nearly 60-page re-
port. It was decided that any
decision regarding this would
be taken at the next

likely to be held sometime

next month.

From page 1
and Parliamentary Affairs
Minister and Finance Minister,
is scheduled to meet on August
28.

The stalemate over the issue
began after Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina announced
formation of a seven-member
Jativa Sangsad Task Force in
October last year. Headed by the
Speaker, the Task Force com-

rised three MPs from Awarni
gue, two from the BNP and
one from the Jatiya Party.

The Task Force was supposed
to make recommendations for
more effective functioning of
the JS and strengthening the
support services for Lawmakers
and the JS Secretariat.

Although the BNP appreci-
ated the UNDP sponsored re-
form programme, it had re-
jected the Task Force on the
ground that the y was not

ven equal membership with
the Awami League [ALE The
party said that the UNDP had
given it a clear impression that
the Task Force would compris-
ing equal members from the
Treasury and Opposition
benches. The BNP does not con-
sider the JP., a partner in the
government, an opposition

par%,
¢ BNP neither took part in
the decision-making process of
the Task Force. nor participated
in foreign trips to study
functioning of some Parlia-
ments abroad until a three
member Steering Committee
was constituted on May 10 Jast.

Following a series of
aitii{;ns an} ving the Speaker's
office, the ruli . the -

sition and nlﬁl*r[%gynvtr 31?:
ast few months, the Steering
Committee was formed to su-
pervise implementation of the
reform prn{fcts. Headed by the
Speaker, the Committee com-
prises Chief Whip of Parlia-
ment Abul Hasnat Abdullah
and Chief Whip of ( tion in
Parliament Khandaker Delwar
Hossain

The BNP. which earlier re-
fused to work with the Task
Force, became active under the

'AL-BNP dispute

&
Steering Committee,
that the 'controversial’
Force had been replaced by the
new :

But con arose
when a letter from the JS Secre-
tariat on June 28 informed BNP
Lawmaker M K Anwar that
Chowdhury Kamal Ibne Yousuf
of his party had been replaced

by him.

"I was sed the con-
tent of the letter. contro-
versial Task Force had auto-
matically been abolished with
the constitution of the
Committee,” M K Anwar tol
this correspondent. "The BNP
had to take part in the
project only after the m got
clear impression that teer-
ing Committee replaced the
Task Force.”

He also communicated the
observation to the Speaker ver-
bally and in written.

ut he received another let-
ter from the JS Secretariat on
July 4 which said, "The Task
Force is very much in exis-
tence.” While replﬁ to the
second letter, the ator
observed that it was an "attempt
to revive a dead Task Force.”

"l also referred to the fact
that the UNDP itself maintains
that after formation of the
Steering Committee, the Task
Force has become redundant,”
M K Anwar told this correspon-
dent.

Prime

mentary

Minister's Parlia-
Affairs Adviser
Suranjit ta, who is also
a member the Task Force,
told this correspondent that the
Task Force was much in
existence.” It is supposed to
make recommendations on
how to improve su Ser-
vices for both La and
JS Secretariat officials, he said.
“The Steering Committee is also
there to supervise ta-
tion of the development pro-

ts.”

Sengupta however observed.
"Whatever we d.; for .
about positive changes In
functioni of Parliament, we
have to do on the basis of con-
sensus with the Oppeosition.”



