DHAKA THURSDAY, AUGUST 21, 1997

Sunil fans
the flames

NEW DELHI. Aug 20: Sunil
Dev. manager of the Indian
cricket team on the tour of
South Africa earlier this year.
said yesterday he was convinced
that players were involved in
betting, aggravatin the
controversy already bedewvilling
the most popular game in the
country, re s .

"1 Iﬁw wdrﬂnur informa-
tion about who is involved, but
from my long experience from
the game | am convinced it is
there. 1 couldn't catch any
body.” Dev. a former vice presi-
dent of the Board of Control for
Cricket in India told a private
television channel after a meet-
ing with Justice Y V Chan-
drachud, the one-man probe

ted by the I

ustice Chandrachud who

has already met all-rounder

Manoj Prabhakar. who trig-

off the controversy, Kapil

and others connected with

the game, is expected to have

mcﬂ.u;xﬁs with members of the

team after their return from Sri

Lanka and submit his report in
September.

Meanwhile, former BCCI

resident Madhavrao Scindia
ashed out at the national
cricket selectors, saying it was
they who should be sacked and
not the Indian captain Sachin
Tendulkar.

"They have made a total
hash of the selection process. It
is unfortunate that pm:&le who
never played Test cricket are
sitting, there (in the selection
committee),” he told a press
conference here.

Scindia, a former Union
Minister and now a Congress
working committee member,
also suggested that a psychia-
trist should be attached to the

mﬁﬂan's sweet
revenge

MILAN. Aug 20: AC Milan
defeated Juventus 3-1 in a
highly competitive pre-season
friendly on Tuesday, sinking
the Italian champions with a
devastating second half per-
formance, reports Reuter.

The two teams last met ear-
lier this year, in Serie A, with
Juventus humiliating Milan 6-
ks

AC Milan coach Fabio
Capello said before Tuesday's
clash that the gamne would
the first big test for his rebuilt
side, which finished a lowly
11th in last season's champi-
onship.

The omens were not looki
good at the end of the first half,
with Juventus leading 1-0
thanks to a header from Anto-
nio Conte in the 30th minute.

But Milan, pla7,y1n at home
before a huge 76,600-strong
crowd, roared back in the sec-
ond half with three goals in a

B eight-minute assault
mwntua defence. toa

- Brazil's Andre Cruz opened’
the scoring in the 54th minute
thanks to a beautifully struck
volley close to the goalmouth,
six minutes later Milan's new
Dutch signing Patrick Kluivert,
made it 2-1 with another
firmly-struck close range blow.

George W sealed

Milan's win in the 62nd minute
after some classy ball control
left him free in the area to slot
the ball behind the hapless Ju-
veritus :

"This was a very important
f,&m: because Juventus is our
main) adversary for the cham-

ionship,” Capello said after

e emphatic win.

As

| LONDON, Aug 20
' (Reuter). One com-

mon denomina-

tor unites the five
, Australian sides
— acknowledged th-
is century as the best in the
world during their era.

In 1921, Warwick Armstrong
fielded two great strike bowlers
in Ted McDonald and Jack Gre-
gory and in 1948 Don Bradman
unleashed Ray
Keith Miller.

Richie Benaud turned to the
left-handed Alan Davidson dur-

his period as captain from
1958-64 while lan Chappell had
the fearsome Dennis Lillee and
Jeff Thomson in the mid-1970s.

This year Mark Taylor, cap-
tain of the latest great Aus-
tralian side, has a Iast bowler
worthy of comparison with the
gants of the past in Glenn Mc- .

rath, who has emerged from
the bush like so many before
him to conquer the world.

McGrath, from the small
New South Wales farming town
of Narromine, moved to Sydney
to seek his cricketing fortune.

Suspicious of big city ways,
he lived for a while in a cara-
van, all the time moving up the
grades in time honoured fash-
ion with Sutherland, graduat-
ing to the state side and finally
winning selection for Australia.

Two years ago McGrath, now
27, won international acclaim
after Australia’'s historic series
win over the West Indies in the
Caribbean.

Ranked behind Craig Mc-
Dermott, Damien Fleming and
Paul Reiffel in the Australian
pace attack, McGrath was
thrust onto centrestage when
McDermott and Fleming both
returned home injured before
the series began.

The tall, lean New South
Welshman was a revelation.

Bowling relentlessly
straight he bounced all the West
Indies tplayers. including their
feared fast bowlers, even though
he knew his own rudiment

bat technique would be sim-
Ilar}'ﬁested.

His aggression and will
wer, matched by a similar
loody-minded approach at the
batting crease from his state
teammate Steve Waugh, was in-
strumental in West Indies los-

k

Lindwall and |

wea

his technique, McGrath

o

ing their first series for 15 years
and their first in the Caribbean
since the 1972-73.

Again McGrath was the vital
n in Taylor's armoury.

ith confidence to match

an-

T - TR

e

GLENN McGrath

nounced publicly that he knew
how to wl to West [ndies
champion batsman Brian Lara.

McGrath's plan, like his
bowling technique as a whole,
was essentially simple.

He switched to round the
wicket against the Trinidadian
left-hander bowled immaculate
line-and-length with some
movement off the pitch then.
When Lara was sufficiently
frustrated, he bowled something
tempting wide and full outside
the off-stump.

Although Lara presumabl
knew what was coming, he fell
five times out of six to Mec-
Grath's sucker punch in the

first three Tests during which
the Australian took 21 wickets
at 14 runs apiece.

With Lara neutralised, the
series was won and Australia
went on to confirm their
supremacy in South Africa.

A cold, damp English spring
was not the ideal environment
to exhibit McGrath's skills and
he did little in the one-day se-
ries, lost 3-0 for in the upset
first Test defeat at Edbaston.

Rain prevented Australia
equalising the series at Lord's
but it was here that the touring
teamm began a renaissance,
which led to their winning the

next three Tests in succession.

Unsurprisingly it was Mc-
Grath who sparked the renais-
sance.

Bowling from the pavilion
end, McGrath took eight for 38
in England's first innings 77,
the best figures ever by an Aus-
tralian at Lord's as he rediscov-
ered the virtues of line and
length which had served him so
well against the West Indies.

That Saturday evening, Mc-
Grath gave a brief bowling sem-
inar.

"l was coming in to bowl and
getting to the crease before | was
ready to release the ball," he
explained, "I was actually slow-
ing down, I had au(l;uicl-: check
on the things I should be dnmﬁ.

"Dennis Lillee said he
thought I lacked a bit of energy |

ut it down to the fact 1 wasn't
itting the crease.”

McGrath's success, like that
of his Australian teammates, is
based on doing the simple
things correctly.

He runs in straight, arms
moving like a sprinter's in the
style perfected by Lillee, takes a
short delivery stride and bowls
with a high. free action accom-
panied by a full swing of his
arm.

"l just concentrate on bowl-
ing a good line and length on
the off-stump or just outside,”
he said.

Like Lillee in his later years,
McGrath does not bowl at full
speed all the time but retains a
wicked faster ball and deceptive
slow delivery.

“I thing of myself as more of
a seam bowler than a swing
bowler.”

McGrath reserves his best
deliveries for the best opponent
identifying Mike Atherton in
this series as the biggest threat,
and delive some unplayable
balls to the England captain.

He also has a keen sense of
history, as befits a bowler fol-
lowing in Lillee's footsteps.

In 33 Tests he has taken 148
wickets at an average of 23.77
reaching 100 wickets in 23
Tests, only one more than
Lillee.

"Reaching 200 wickets will
be may next goal,” he said. "I
would like to average five wick-
ets a Test."

Sport
cent of an Australian

E————

Y SYDNEY, Aug 20:
Australia captain
John Newcombe

believes team
spirit will give his
players an advan-
tage as they attemnpt to pull off
an upset in next month's Davis

Cup semifinal against the

United States, report agencies.

The Americans have drafted
worldi hasiber . one Pate. Sam-
pras and second-ranked Mi-
chael Chang, But non-playing
captain Newcombe is putting
his faith in Australian team
spirit.

"As far as | know, no country
has ever beaten a team with the
world's number one and num-
ber two players in it. So we're
definitely up against it,” New-
combe said today.

"But our boys have been
travelling the world together
for four years and the spirit
within the team is superior to
any other country in the world.”
sald the former Wimbledon
champion.

"On paper they should beat

Maniruzzaman
GENERAL HOSPIT,
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Newcombe bucks up boys|

us but the fact that neither Pete
nor Michael have competed in
the Davis Cup this year is a big
plus for us,” he added.

The semifinal tie will be
played on hardcourt in Wash-
ington, DC from September 19
Z21. The winner will play either
Italy or Sweden in the final
later this year.

Sampras and Chang will be

joined oy dim Courier and Alex: |

O'Brien in a squad described:
US captain Tom Qullikson as
‘one of the strongest” teams the
country has ever fielded.

Five-time Wimbledon dou-
bles champions Todd Wood-
bridge and Mark Woodforde.
and singles players Mark
Philippoussis, Jason Stolten-
bcrf and Pat Rafter form Aus-

's squad.

Rafter and Philippoussis.
ranked l4th and 15th in the
world respectively, are likely to
fill the two singles spots.

Two-match bans
on Croft, Ilott

BRISTOL, England, Aug 20:
Glamorgan off-spinner Robert

Croft and Essex Mark
llott were handed two-match
sus bans on Tuesday af-
ter clashing in a tense NatWest
Trophy semifinal last week, re-

ports ter.
- England player Croft and

Gullikson was obviously de-
lighted that Sampras and
Chang agreed to play after both
had been reluctant to compete
in recent Davis Cup competi
tions,

'l figured | was going to be on
the team. I'm very excited about
it.” Chang said. "The rivalry be-
tween the United States and
Australia has always been a
great cne. It's a long history ., .-
and | want to beat t

Newcombe stoked that ri-
valry Tuesday. criticising Sam-
pras and Chang for waiting un-
til the semifinals to make
themselves available.

‘It's certainly coming into
the glamour match without do
ing the hard yards.” said New-
combe, who played on four
Davis Cup-winning teams in
eight years.

Sampras will be making his
first Davis Cup appearance
since leading the United States
past Russia in the 1995 final He
was also a member of the 1992
Davis Cup-winning squad that
iﬂtalcd gwtztrlmd.?nr the ti-

The reigning Australian
Open and Wimbledon champion
has compiled a 14-5 lifetime
record in Davis Cup play.

The United States and Aus-
tralia are the two most success-
ful nations in Davis Cup his-
tory. The United States has won
31 Davis Cup titles. The last one
in 1995. Australia has won the
(1361& 26 times, but not since

_——

Oval Test
from today
Sports Reporter

Tasmanian all-rounder
Shaun Young makes his Test
debut at The Oval as Australia
and England meet in the last of
:ihe six-match Ashes series to-

ay.

The tourists are leading 3-1
unassailably.

| Inter-medical TT
Manash lifts
singles title

Sports Reporter
Parash and Rabi of Rajshahi
Medical College lifted the

Sheikh Russell Smriti inter-
medical and dental college table
tennis doubles title beating host
Dhaka Dental College pair of
Fazal and Mobassher in the fi-
nal yesterday.

In singles, Manash from
City Dental College and Parash
from Rajshahi emerged cham-
pion and runner-up.

State Minister for Youth and
Sports Obaidul Quader wit-
nessed the finals as chief guest
and gave away trophies.

A total of 50 players from
seven medical colleges and
three dental colleges took part
in the four-day competition or-
Faniar:d by Dhaka Dental Col- [

ege Students' Union.

Premier kabaddi

results

Sports Reporter

The Seniors of Bangladesh
Rifles and the Reds of Bangla-
desh Police were off to a flying
start in the fourth Premier
Kabaddi league when they
defeated their respective oppo-
nents by flattering mar%ns at
the court adjacent to the Dhaka
Stadium yesterday.

In the inaugural match of
the day. the Bangladesh Rifles
seniors posted a facile 83-14
point win over Bangladesh
Ansars.

The riflemen led the first
session by 42-6 points.

In the second e ement,
the Reds of Bangla Police
cantered past Fire Service and
Civil Defence S& RC by 75-15
points. ‘

Earlier. the president of
Kabaddi Federation Habibur
Rahman Molla inaugurated the
meet.

Inter-varsity
TT, badminton
from Sept 13

Sports Reporter
The inter-university bad-
minton and table tennis cham-
pionsbips, which was scheduled
1o bégin at the Dhka Univeil
sity Gymnhasiuin In first week of

September. has been deferred
for a week

According to Dhaka Univer-
sity press release on Wednes-
day. the championships while
now start froin September 13.

All the universities of the
country have been asked to send
their entries to the thl‘h:il

Education Department re
September 4. '

2 Indian athletes
banned for
doping

NEW DELHI, Aug 20: Two
Bengal athletes, Itika Halder
and Rinku Atta, were banned

for two yea:s by the Amateur
Athletic Federation of India

(AAFT) today for teuﬁ positive

in drug test, r‘cjpoﬂ:
They tested positive for an-
abolic steroid nandrolone dur-

ing the West Bengal Amateur

Members of the South Korean contingent wave their national flags during the march past
in the opening ceremony of the World University Games in Sicily, Italy on Aug 19.

S

— AFP/UNB photo

N NEW YORK, Aug
20: "I'm going to
be tough to beat,”
defending US Op-
en champion Pete
., Sampras warned
the rest of the field Tuesday,
reports Reuter. i

Speaking in a telephone
news conference call just hours
after being made the tourna-
ment's top seed, the four-time
US Open champion said he is
entering the year's final Grand
Slam tournament refreshed but
with ample practice.

"My preparation has been
pretty ideal, 1 had four weeks off
after Wimbledon another played
extremely well in winning
Cincinnati, so I feel that I have
had plenty of matches this
summer.” said Sampras, whose
13-match winning streak was
beaten by Swede Magnus Lars-
son at Indianapolis.

The
day at the new Arthur Ashe
Stadium.

Sampras is closing in on
some illustrious tennis mile-
stones if he can win the Open.

starts next Mon-

Having already won the
Australian Open and Wimble-
don crowns this season. the 26-
year-old American can become
the first man to win three
Grand Slams in one season
since Mats Wilander of Sweden
in 1988,

Sampras ha- von 10 Grand
Slam titles — . - US Opens,
four Wimbledoii-. and two

i —

NEW YORK, Au
1" "20° Raying' awug'*
from the contro-
versy of last year,
the US Open
strictly followed

the computer rankings when it
announced the seedings today
for this year's tournament,
reports AP.

Two-time defending cham-
pion Pete Sampras and 16-year-
old Martina Hingis were made
the top seeds for the men's and
women's singles.

In 1996, the US Open seed-
ing committee caused an up-
roar when it seeded accordi
to the surface, as the Gran
Slam teurnaments are allowed
to do, instead of the players’
cum{)utrr rankings. Yevgeny
Kafelnikov of Russia protested
his a-cedinf by boycotting the
tournament.

Kafelnikov is seeded third
this — the same as his ATP
Tour computer ranking — be-
hind Sampras and Michael
Chang.

Goran Ivanisevic of Croatia
is seeded fourth, followed b

Martma, Pete top

The women's se. lings also
[oHoM St A randing & is,
two-time US Open win on-
ica Seles, Jana Novofna, Iva
Majoli of Croatia ard South
Africa's Amanda Coe =r make
up the top 5.

Lindsay Davenport is seeded
sixth, followed by Spain's Con-
chita Martinez. Germany's Anke
Huber, France's Mary Pierce,
Spain's Arantxa Sanchez-Vi-
cario, Romania's Irina Spirlea,
Mary Joe Fernandez, Brenda
Schultz-McCarthy of the
Netherlands, Austria's Barbara
Paulus, Romania's Ruxandra
Dragomir and Kimberly Po of

Hills, California.

Hingis and Sampras are
seeking their third Grand Slam
tournament titles of 1997, both
havin%n won the Australian
Open in January and Wimble-
don in July.

Hl%:_ who will be 17 on
Sept. 30, becomes the youngest
No 1 at the US Championships
since was introduced in
1922. Tracy Austin was the

]im.'ﬂuu: ungest No 1 seed in
980 at {l?e age of 17 years, 8

Sampras feels upbeat

Australian Opens. By winni

one more Sampras can tie hgﬁ
of fame greats Rod Laver of

Australia and Sweden's Bjorn

Borg for second place on the
all-time list for most Grand
Slam singles titles won by a
mari. Australian Roy Emerson
leads with 12.

"My juices start flowing
when it comes to Grand Slam
time. I put so much emphasis
on the majors that when the
first match comes I feel ready to
play.” sald Sampras after going
through a couple of practice
sessions at the Arthur Ashe
Stadium Court.

Sampras’ ability to play his
best at the majors has former
world number one John McEn-
roe convinced that the Califor-
nian deserves to be thought of
as one of the game's all-time
greats.

"He seems to be the greatest
all-around (plaver) with the
power that he has got on his
serve and the ability to hit off
the ground,” McEnroe in a tele-
phone news conference earlier
in the day. "l personally think
he is way, way up there already
with the greats.”

For McEnroe there is no
doubt who his pick is to win.
"Obviously Pete is a heavy
lavourite,” said McEnroe, a tele-
vision commentator at the
Open. "'Beyond Pete vou are
pretty much guessing,”

 Korda SkiES_
Haniiét Cap

COMMACK, New York, Aug
20: Petr Korda of the Czech Re-
public, ranked 16th in the
world, withdrew from the ham-
let Cup Tuesday because of a
severely sprained left ankle. he
is doubtful for next week's US
Open, reports AP. -

Korda, 29, seeded 16th for
the US Open, was injured during
a practice session Monday. He
reached the quarterfinals of the
1995 US Open, his best finish in
a Grand Slam.

The previous year he with-
drew from the tournament be-
furﬁ it started because of a groin
pull.

‘I'm not sure how it hap-
pened,” Korda said. "I may have
stepped on a ball. All I remem-
ber is that I played a forehand
down the line. Even my coach
(Ivo Werner) didn't see any-
thing. He was following my

shot",
and

"If this were the US
not the Hamlet, 1 still wouldn't
play. I don't want to risk further
injury. I have some loose joints

14 has : ; . llott were involved in a shoving Thomas Mu of Aus
any Mto any og:ﬂon or claim over II;. zf land he is | | match in the middie of the pitch he memifiriai swtil Mart ‘dhe &tFleth: Ch?;nggilunlhlpl held Thama ltﬂ‘l;: M:: tria ln.‘ months. and my left ankle has always
requested *mm : undersigned within 5 ( ) days with after llott nucccnﬁ;lg arpealed 44th meeting between the sbruary Sergi Bruguera and Carlos Sampras, a four-time US | been the weakest. 1 always tape
written objection or claim. against the light at Chelmsford United States and Australia in The AAFI] medical commit- Moya. French Open champion Open chﬂmpmnl is the top seed | them when [ play.” :
Schedule E:I: T“ﬂdﬂi-f;:!m“fﬂhﬂ:ﬁ 10 Davis Cu J:lny. and the first | tee banned the duo from partic- | Gustavo Kuerten of Brazil and at the year's final Grand Slam |  *The doctor told me not to
5 (five) Kathas of land si Ry one wic ¢ lollowing  since 1993 when Australia ipating in any competition held | Chile’s Marcelo Rios round out tournament for the third time in | side-to-side. And to continue
situated at Plot No. 375/A, House No. 8 day. ted a 4-1 victory over the de- irectly or indirectly by the | the top 10. his career. The 1990, '93, '95 | get therapy. Right now 1 fell
(Opposite of Sobhanbag Community Centre), Road No. 29 Both players were fined ending champions in the open- federation for a period of two Sweden's Thomas Engvist is and '96 US n winner, Sam- | ipore hurt in my brain.” he said.
(Old), 14 (New), Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka. 1,000 pounds (1,600 dollars) by  ing round years. seeded 11th, followed by Felix pras was ed No 1 in 1994 "I'm going to take it one da
their counties foll the in- Mantilla of Spain, 1989 US and 1996. at a time. If I'm not ready 1

The two-week tournament
begins Monday at the National l

Masood R. Sobhan
Sobhan & Sobh
obnan
87, Dhanmondi R/A, Road No. ?ﬁpbhaka_
Phone : 819572, 91258690

&mpeopb'snepuicofmm

Open winner Boris Becker,
Australians Patrick Rafter and
Mark Philipgouuil* and Petr
Korda of the

per cent, I'll withdraw. [ don't
want to play a few games and
walk off. This was not a good
time for it to happen.”

cident and the England and
Wales Cricket Board hit the pair
with two-match bans from the
knockout competition starting

next year, but suspended for two

years.

Tennis Centre in Flushing
Meadows, New York.

zech Republic.
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