Cambodian exiled leader pleads to defend deposed PM

(ovt troops advancing on last
resistance base of Ranariddh

CHONG CHOM PASS, Thai-
land, Aug 20: Fierce fighting
moved within one kilometer
(less than a mile) for the Thali
border Wednesday as Cambo-
dian Emrrrl iment trmﬁe contin-
ued their assault on the last re-
sistance forces of deposed First
Prime Minister Norodom Ra-
nariddh, reports AP

The thud of mortars and the
steady report of machine gun
fire sheared the silence of the
jungle as Ranariddh’'s troops
clung to the last, thin slice of
territory they hold inside Cam-
bodia.

More than 7.000 soldiers
loyal to coup leader Hun Sen
have massed at the town of
O'Puck about 6 kilometers (3.7
miles) inside Cambodia. From
there they have been slowly en-
circling the village of O'Smach,
the largest remaining town con-
trolled by somewhere between
2.000-5,000 of Ranariddh's
troops. Thai army officers said.

The resistance forces are
spread across a 25-kilometer
(15.5-mile) line about five kilo-
meters (3 miles) deep along the

border and with a headquarters
at Rathchampey four kilometers
(2.5 miles) from Thailand, said
Boonthon Yen, an official from
Ranariddh’'s party.

He said small contingents of
Hun Sen's troops were attack-
ing them from several directions
at many point along the line,
but resistance soldiers had ex-
pected the assault. were pre-
pared and were retaliating with
machine guns, rocket-propelled

nades, artillery and mortars.

"The fighting will get more
serious later today,” Egoonthun
Yen said.

In addition. he said Khmer
Rouge guerrillas were laying
land mines behind Hun Sen's
troops to booby trap them if
and when they retreat.

One Khmer Rouge guerilla,
wounded in the leg, was carried
across the border to Thailand.
Two of Hun Sen's soldiers had
been killed this morning and
one wounded, Thai army offi-
cials said.

Ranariddh's milit com-
mander, Gen. Nhiek Bun
Chhay. asked the Thai army to

open the border gateway twice

ednesday so about 150 more
refugees could join the 35,000
who have already crossed to
safety as fighting moved as
close as one kilometer to Thai-
land.

Ranariddh was ousted as
first prime minister by Hun Sen
in bloody coup d'etat on July 5-
6 in Phnom Penh.

In the following weeks, Hun
Sen's forces have pushed Ra-
nariddh's men more than 100
kilometers (60 miles) to O'S-
mach, where with their backs to
the border, the overwhelmed re-
sistance forces are making a
desperate last-ditch defense.

Further south, another
1.000 refugees fled to the Thai
town of Trat as ﬂﬁl;tjng erupted
between Khmer Rouge factions
whose loyalties are split be-
tween Ranariddh and Hun Sen.

Meanwhile exiled dissident
leader Sam Rainsy said
Wednesday he's willing to re-
turn to Cambodia to end de-

osed co-premier Prince
rodom Ranariddh in a trial.
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following Monday's events in South Lebanon when several civilians were killed.

US condemns
prison sentences .
of 4 associates
of Suu Kyi

WASHINGTON, Aug 20: The
United States strﬂnﬁly con-
demned Tuesday lengthy prison
sentences handed down by
Myanmar's military govern-
ment to four associates of Nobel
Peace Prize winner Aung San
Suu Kyi, reports AFP.

Myanmar authorities had
accused the four of being part of
a US-backed terrorist plot
aimed at overthrowing Myan-
‘mar's military government.

The US ... rejects once again
the outrageous charge that the
US was involved in sponsoring
terrorist attacks in Myanmar,
said State Department
spokesman James Rubin in a
statement.

"We again call on the SLORC
(Myanmar's milit govern-
ment) to release all political
Eéimners immediately and to

gin a dialogue aimed at na-
tional reconciliation with Aung
San Suu Kyi's opposition
party.” said Ru{:in.

Curfew imposed
in Sierra Leone
after strect
clashes

FREETOWN,; Sicrra lecone.
Aug 20: The governmeni an-
nounced a curfew Tuesday in
the capital and surrounding ar-
cas, a day after clashes between
securily forces and civilians
tr}rinitu stage a pro-democracy

arch, rcporis AP.

The junia ordered peonle to
stay olf the streets from 10 pm
to 6 am and said the curlew
would remain in effecl indefi-
nitely. The announcement was
made on state-run radio.

Hospital officials say lwo
people dicd of gunshot wounds
and student leaders say 35 peo-
?Ie were arrested when security

orces moved in 1o block a
march by opponents of the May
25 miilitary coup, which ousted
a civilian geovernment and in-
stalied hard-line arnay rule.

Fujimori rejects
Red Cross request
for access to

rebel prisoners

LIMA, Aug 20: President Al-
berto Fujimori has turned down
a request by the International
Red for renewed access to
rebel prisoners, reports AP.

After a meeting with the

resident, Red Cross President
ornelio Sommaruga said Fu-
jimori had told him he would
a definitive response to the
Cross' request for access to
rebel P:‘l!ﬂﬂ:!‘ﬂ "as soon as pos-
sible.” So a said he was
told the government is waiting
to finish an evaluation of secu-
rity in the prisons.

He said he was "disheart-
ened” by the decision.

"Eight months after the sus-
pensions | thought that the
moment had come for these
visits to be resumed,” he said.

— AFP/UNB photo
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C].lIltOll turns 53§ President Bill Clinton late

Tuesday celebrated his 51st birthday at a celebrity-filled bash
on Martha's Vineyard island enclave, AFP reports from
Martha's Vineyard.

. Some 75 people attended the affair, including singers Carly
Simon and James Taylor and author William Styron. The party
was held at the home of actors Ted Danson and M Steen-
burgen. Around midnight Wednesday (0400 GMT) the party was
still going on strong, a musical finale was expected for the

guests.
Indian leaders pay tribute to '
The President KR Narayanan, the Vice President elect hna
Kant and the Prime Minister IK Gujral, led the nation in payi
tributes to former prime minister Rajiv Gandhi on his 53rd bh%
anniversary yesterday, PTI reports from New Delhi.
The former prime minister, PV Narashima Rao, the Co

President Sitaram Kesri, Sonia Gandhi and many other leaders

also offered their tributes to the former prime minist V -
hoomi in Delhi. 3 “SratrecE

G'IJ]]II]EII H.Il 5 iIl t Five people were

killed and eight others were woun when they came under
fire from suspected Islamic militants near Asyut in southern
Egypt, police said yesterday mo . AFP reports from Cairo

Four of the dead were policemen who also accounted for six
of those wounded in the attack.

[ ] L L L]
Bosnian Serb minister resigns:
Bosnian Serb Minister of Finance Ranko Travar resigned

Tuesday, an official from Bosnian president Biljana Plavsic's
officer is Banja Luka said, AFP reports from Ea.nfa Luka.
Travar, in a short statement, said: "I can no longer take part
in resolving the political and constitutional crisis.” He was refer-
ring to a power struggle in the Serb-controlled entity of Bosnia-
Herz.e%nvina. between Plavsic and hardliners associated with
the polices of wartime Bosnian Serb leader Radovan Karadzic.

Egrpi:urgedtq:»i‘ft'eejaenilen::lntew!i?s:t:l:la::n‘aL

media rights group on Tuesday appealed for the release of an
Egy,g:tia.n journalist, detained for opposition to a controversial
land reform law, and said he may have been tortured, AP
reports from Cairo.

The Paris-headquartered Reporters Without Borders said
Hamdeen Sabahy, a free-lance journalist and activist with the
leftist Nasserite Party, was arrested June 17 on suspicion of
distributing publications aimed at inciting farmers to t the
land law. Last Thursday, a Cairo court ordered that he be de-
tained for an additional 45 days.

2 Colombian ministers i

ministers have resigned after a taped phone comnversation
emerged in which the men discuss granting sought-after radio
network licenses to allies of President Ernesto Samper, AP
reports from Bogota.

Communications Minister Saulo Arboleda and Energy and
Mines Minister Rodrigo Villamizar strategised over ways to give
Samper friends the licenses in the July conversation. A tran-
script was published in this week's Semana azine. A tape of
the conversation has been played in several other media. The
attorney general and federal prosecutor have both begun in-
vestigations.

e rocks northern Japan: a

moderate earthquake with a prelimin magnitude of a 4.3
rocked a fishing town in northern Japan Wednesday afternoon,
but there were no immediate reports of injuries or damage, AP
reports from Tokyo.

The earthquake was centered at a depth of about 130 kilo-
nietres (81 es] in an area near Kushiro, a Pacific coastal town
890 kilometres (556 miles), northwest of Tokyo, the Central
Meteorological Agency said. It struck at 2:12 pm (0512 GMT).
Japan is one of the world's most earthquake-prone countries,
sitting atop four tectonic plates, the slabs of land that move
across the earth's surface.

e China

Chma7' Mongolia sign trea
and Mongolia have signed an extradition treaty duﬂg‘

a visit to
the Mongolian capital, Ulan Bator, by Chinese Foreign Minister

Qian Qichen, the state-run Xinhua News Agency reported
Wednesday, AP reports from Beijing. ARG, TP
Qian arrived in Mongolia on Tuesday for a four-day visit at
the invitation of the Mongolian government that he said would
further strengthen relations between the neigh countries,
Qlan who is also a vice premier, met with Mongolian Prime Min-
ister Mendsaikhan Enkhsailkhan Tuesday for talks in which the

two leaders agreed that their countries ‘would work to develop
closer cooperation.

s Two

Israel road Tuesday to reinforce the positions along
the border to Lebanon if there is a deterioration in the tense situation. The Israeli gov-
ernment is trying to cool the situation by sending clear messages to the governments of
Syria and Lebanon that Israel has no interest in a worsening of the situation. Some 40-50
rockets were fired from Lebanon in the morning on northern Israel, just when people were
leaving the bomb shelters after spending the night there in anticipation of an attack

Arafat’s call for

stepping up
contributions
to UNRWA

GAZA CITY, Aug 20: Pales-

tinlan president Yasser Arafat
called on the government's of
France, Italy, Germany and
Japan Tuesday to step up their
contributions to UNRWA, the
UN agency set up to help Pales-
tinian refugees, reports ;
. In separate talks Tuesday
with representatives of the four
powers Arafat stressed the seri-
ous consequences for Palestini-
ans in the Gaza Strip of any re-
duction in the services dis-
pensed by the UN relief and
works agency, officials here
said.

He said UNRWA aid was
even more essential now be-
cause of the repeated closures

of the West B and the Gaza
Stﬁ_&hy Israel.
e UNRWA General Com-

mission Hansen said he has
been obliged to slash his inter-
national staff by 15 per cent
and to freeze recruitment of 249
teachers needed to cope with a
big increase in the number of
children enrolled at UNRWA
schools.

Taliban ban

use, trade
of drugs

ISLAMADBAD, Aag 20: Viic
Taliban rcligious army has
banned the use and trade of
drugs in the i1eg:"ns ol
Afghanistan it control=. Tal-
iban radio reported. reporis AP

Though vaguc, the =laten.cn!
could Iindicale that Tzliban
lecaders had decided Lo respond
to mounting inlcrratienal
pressure (o crack down on the
country’'s drug urade

The United Nations has saicdl
Afghanistan rivals Burma as
the world's largest opium pro-
ducer, and that the use of
hashish is widespread.

The Taliban has wuaid for
months that it lacks the ncens
to wipe out the drug trade. It has
also said that deoatitute Alg':an
farmers would have nothing to
fall back cn if culuvation was
banned

The stalement Monrday on
Taliban's Radio OSnariat said
“narcotic materials should not
be used, sold or bought ™ al-
though it did not refer directly
to cultivation. The state:neit
was attributed (o Lhe Taliban
lcader, Mullah Mohammed
Omar.

The radio has broadcast con-
flicting statemcnts in the past.
While many [oreign govern-
mcnts hoped the Taliban's
strict version of Islamic life
would lead to a ban on poppy
Frﬂduclinn. the trade in opium
1a$ flourished in the yeais Lhe
Taliban has been  galning

The Taliban's stronghold in
southern Alghanistan produces
niuwch of the opium that makes
ils way to Europe and the
United Statcs.

France to buy
uranium from
Russia

PARIS, Aug 20: Irance's
siate-cvned nuclear processing
conipany said Tuesday it has
icached an agreemcent in prin-
cipic with Russia to buy ura-
nium [rom the dismantling of
that counlry's nuclear weapons,
reports AP.

Under the accord. not yet f{i-
nalised, the French company
COGEMA says it will have two
partners: Cameco of Canada
and Nukcin, the American sub-
sidiary of a Gerinan company.
The agreement would last a
miniinum of 10 years.

COGEMA is one of a number
of firms around the world that
have agreed (o buy the Russian
uranium as part of a global ef-
[ort to limit the spread of
:Ec:ipcns-g:uﬁt nuclear matesi-

s.

The uranium-would be pro-
ccesed, then tsed as fuel. The
French would Luy the uraniun:
alter it has bLeen reprocessed
and shipped (o the United
Statcs under a 1JS-Russia
agreerient.

In April, Russia's energy
minister said the country had
disimanitled almost 50 per cent
cl iis nuclrar arsenal in com-
pliance with international
agieemcents.

Russia has an estimated
8,000 to 9.000 nuclear war-
heads, to be reduced to no more
than 3,500 under the START II

trcaty with the United States.

International

Pak president endorses
Anti-terrorism Law

ISLAMABAD., Aug 20 De-
spite legal challenges and
grut:nlu by opposition parties,

akistan's president has signed
legislation to give the govern-
ment sweeping power to combat
ethnic and political violence
:r;;ar:klng the country, reports

More than 400 le have
died this year in fighting be-
tween religious sects in eastern
Pakistan and in political vio-
lence in Karachi, the country's
largest city and economic cen-
tre. The government has de-
ployed thousands of paramili-
tary troops in the two regions to
quell the violence _ so far with
limited success.

The violence has tarnished
Pakistan's celebration this
month of its 50th anniversary
of independence from Britain.

The Anti-Terrorism Law,
which was passed by the Na-
tional Assembly last week and
signed Monday by President
Farooq Leghari, is the govern-
ment's latest measure to end the
fighting. Leghari's signature
was the last step for the legisla-
tion to be im ted.

Under the law, police can
search and arrest suspected
militants without a warrant.
Special courts will be set up to

try cases
tion will bring life imprison-
ment or death.

Last week, Prime Minister

Nawaz Sharif declared that

militants convicted by the court

would be hung in public.
The legislation has drawn
fierce criticism from opposi-

tion parties and human rights
its provisions
are draconian and fear the law

activists, who say

might be used against them.

Amneutr International has
a

?aid the w would remove
some of the most fundamental

rights of Pakistani citizens."

and two human rights | -
have challenged the mn
court.

"It short circuits the due
cess of law.” said Aziz S :
co-director of the Human Rights
Commission of Pakistan, a pri-
vate group in Lahore. "We think
this is going to create problem
for the citizens far more than it
is likely to check terrorism.”

The Huullnf:_. a daily news-
paper, ran a front- edito-
ﬁunda with thgﬁadhnﬂ
h?ﬁil' President, don't sign the

Sharif has predicted the law

would help authorities end the
violence within months.

uickly, and a convic-
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US President Bill Clinton

(R) along with daughter
Chelsea Clinton (L) jog along West Tisbury Road in
Edgartown on Martha's Vineyard Tuesday. President
Clinton jogged for the first time in public since his knee
operation, the Clintons jogged and walked almost three

miles. — AFP/UNB photo

Fresh advance on LTTE held territory
Tigers claim heavy
loss on troops

COLOMBO, Aug 20: Tamil
Tiger guerillas today said they
had inflicted heavy losses on
government forces and resisted
a fresh advance on territo
they hold, as the death toll
climbed on both sides, reports
AFP.

The separatist Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
sald they recovered the bodies
of eight Sri Lankan soldiers
killed in fierce battles on Tues-
day.

The Defence Ministry and
military sources said 50 rebels
and 20 army soldiers were
killed, raising the death toll to
70. At least 120 soldiers were
wounded, the military sources
said.

The latest fighting broke out
when army columns backed by
tanks and air cover began mov-
ing towards the Tiger-held town
of Puliyankulam.

The LTTE, in a statement
from its London office, said
lhcg destroyed two army tanks
and captured an armoured
troop carrier during Tuesday's
fighting, the statement said
only seven Tigers were killed.

Government forces are en-
gaged In a ma[]nr drive to cap-
ture a key highway throu
rebel-held territory in the
north of the country but intense
rebel resistance has slowed the
advance.

Since launching the offen-
sive on May 13 to open the 75-
kilometre (45-mile) road to the
northern peninsula of Jaffna,
more than 1,000 people have
been killed

The most ferocious battle
was at the beginning of this
month when the LTTE attacked
military defences near the
northern town of Omanthai
and the official count showed
267 fighters died.

Crew of stricken Mir

Khatami urges hard-line

to pt his cabinet

TEHRAN, Aug 20: Iran's
moderate new president pleaded
to hard-line Parliament mem-
bers on Tuesday to accept his

his choices pre-
sented the values of the 1979
Islamic revolution, reports AP.

President Mohamad
Khatami spoke to the Maijlis, or
parliament, at the start of a
two-day nationally televised
debate on his nominees to the
Cabinet. A vote will be taken on
each of his choices in the 270-
member parliament on
Wednesday.

Khatami, whose election was
largely seen as a demand for an
easing of strict Muslim laws,
was to be challenged by
the hard-line majority on two
of his controversial choices
— for culture and interior min-

isters.
Our Cabinet is an educated

Cabinet, sa

one.” he said. "There is a con-
siderable number of post-
uate and Ph.D. holders and
]thr::q* ulema (clergy) in the Cab-
net.

grad-

Typhoon Winnie kills 25
1n eastern China

BEIJING, Aug 20: Typhoon
Winnie whipped through cast-
ern China. unleashing decadly
winds and torrential rains that
caused the deaths of at least 25
people, official reports said
Wednesday, reports AP.

The toll of casualties and
damage was expected to rise as
data was gathered from outly-
ing areas, local officials indi-
cated.

Winnie swept through cast-
ern Zhejiang, killing 19, belore
moving on to neighboring An-
hui province, where it dumped
torrential rains before gradu-
ally dissipating, the newspaper
China Daily said.

The report did not provide

details on how the 19 Zhejiang
residents had been killed. écpa—
rate reports Tuesday indicated
six typhoon-related deaths in
various cities in the region.

The typhoon interrupted air-
line and ferry services, cul
guwer supplies and Mooded

0,600 Zhejiang homes, China
Daily reported.

In Taiwan, the typhoon
caused landslides that con-
tributed to the deaths of 28 peo-
ple. Rescuers on Tuesday con-
tinued to search for 12 people
believed trapped in an apart-
ment buﬂdin% that collapsed as
it slid down the side of a moun-
tain andcé)artially sank into
waterlogged ground.

T
Tk

abortive allied raid on

the Normandy coast.

Canadian and British Second World War ve
Veterans Minister, Fred J Mifflin

£

terans listen to a speech by Canadian War
(R), Tuesday in Dieppe to commemorate the bloody and
L the occupied town of Dieppe, western France, 55 years ago.
Hundrefls of Bl;ltmh and Canadian war veterans gathered to commemorate the raid code-
named "Operation Jubilee" designed in 1942 to test the fearsome German fortifications on

AFP/UNB photo

fix faulty computer

MOSCOW, Aug 20: Unde-
terred tg-l the ir's latest
mishap, ssian space officials
say they will press forward with
a dangerous repair mission into
a dark, damaged module of the
troubled space station. reports

AP.
By Tuesday, the main com-

puter had been revived, and a
critical but oft-delayed attempt
to carry out more vital repairs
was scheduled for Friday or
Saturday. Essentially, those re-
irs would take place at the
rst possible moment after the
current miss is fixed.

In the latest near-disaster
aboard the Mir, the station's
central computer failed on
Monday and left the space
outpost twisting in orbit for
several hours. But Russian offi-
cials were not swayed from
their goal of keeping the Mir
flying into the next century.

If Russian space officials
were dismayed by mounting
concern over the trouble-prone

Off the

B FerRy = rFr T rF F N T3 o -

station, it was not evident
Tuesday: Flight controllers at
Mission Control cracked I:ll::-llut:u.
engineers chatted on ones
and press officials urged droves
of r ers to go home.

eére's no news, "Mission
Control spokesman Valery
Lyndin insisted.

Russian officials have
greeted most of the Mir's recent
misfortunes — which began
with a fire in February — with
apparent placidity, insistin
the station's two Russians
one American crew are not in

d :

at demeanor was un-
changed Tuesday, with officials
announcing that the computer
had been brought back on line

and an "int spacewalk — a
dangerous foray into the sta-
tion's ruptured Spektr module —

would proceed in short order.
The Mir is the jewel of Rus-
sia's once-mighty manned
ngar::c program, which launched
the first satellite into orbit,

Record

' Costly qﬁestions

DALLAS: Six Texas high

aﬁpmach to get their students’ attention b
the

-school teachers tried a different

quizzing them on

mathematical problems inherent in a life of drugs. gangs

violence and sex, reports Reuter.

Instead, the experiment in urban match sparked a storm of

protest and all six teachers were sus
Dwain Dawson principal at the Elsie Roberts High

nded.
School in

the Dallas suburb of Lancaster, said on Tuesday that Math De-

partment Head Scott Martin was suspen

ded for 60 days and five

other teachers were each suspended for 30 days, all without

y.
Last Thursday,

when classes resumed

following summer

vacation, the teachers handed out a joke worksheet that in-

cluded the following questions:

— Hector has knocked up six girls in his

g. There are 27

irls in the E:alg, What percentage of the girls in the gang has

ector knoc up?

— Johnny has an ak-47 with an 80-round clip. If he misses

six out of
shooting
he has to reload?

10 shots and shoots 13 times at each drive-by
. how many drive-by shootings can he attempt before

— Jerome wants to cut his half-pound of heroin to make 20
per cent more profit. How many ounces of cut will be needed?

— Rufus is pimping for three
tricks will each gi

for each trick, how man

girls. If the price is dollar 65
have to turn so

Rufus can pay for his dollar 800 per day crack habit?

lFIhw

should never have used the test,” Dawson said. "It was

a poor professional decision and it's unacceptable.”

Titanic's youngest survivor
finally finishes his journey

KANSAS CITY, Missouri: The youngest survivor of the Ti-
tanic has at last completed her journey — 85 years after #ctiﬁ

out. And the long wait to see

sas City was worth it,

Millvina Dean, who was 9 weeks old when the great ship went

down, reports AP.

"Kansas City is so lovely [ could stay here five years,” Dean, a

London resident, said Tuesday.
"If 1 win a prize in the lottery, which I hope
then [ will be back,” Dean said.

play every

to do because |

Dean arrived Sunday at the Kansas City house for which she

and her f

tanic at Southampton, England, in
of TV cameras awai

A battery

were ultimately bound when they boarded the Ti-

ril 1912.
her in the living room of

the house now owned by Matt and Katie Levi.

“It is all completely

unreal to me,” Dean said. "I never

thought for a minute that I would be here.”
Dean crossed the Atlantic this time aboard the Queen Eliza-

beth II and was met in New York last week by

Kansas City

businessmen Michael Rudd, a member of the Titanic Historical
Society. who had amnﬁi her five-day visit.
in

The two arrived

sas City on Friday. Dean toured the

nearby town of Kearney to see the home of Jesse James — "your
famous highwayman” — on Saturday and reached Levi home

on Sunday.

She has spent her time visiting relatives, students, members

of the Titanic Historical

Society

and Kansas City Mayor

Emanuel Cleaver, who gave her a book about the city.
‘If things had worked out differently. these are people she

might have played with,” said Rudd. who heads Travel

arket-

ing Associates Inc. In Kansas City and has organised many Ti-

tanic-related tours.

A new reason of
children's moodiness

CHICAGO: If your son or daughter has a mood rsonali
part of the reason may be testosterone, a study suér-r;a. rrpmt{!;

AP.

Researchers checked testosterone levels in 15 boys and 22

girls,

child's behaviour.

es 3 to 12, and had parents fill out a checklist about each

Kids with higher testosterone levels tended to be more

and less attached to others. Attachment was measunred

how

much they wanted to be close to Mom and liked to be cu ed or

touched.

The parents rated moodiness by saving how typically the
children showed behaviors like fussing. crying. ﬂgﬁlg ug in a

bad mood and being easily upset

Rebecca Strong. a student at Georgia State University who

did the work with psychol

professor James M Dabbs Jr, said

the effects of testosterone levels were slight All the
s child
Hr;hpnyrhulog;gally normal, she said. . =
ohe presented the work Sunday at the annual meeting of
American Psychological Association e



