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BANGABANDHU MURDER CASE
Verbatim Text of Cross Examination of Seventh Prosecution Witness

Continued from yesterday

Abdur Razzak Khan. defence
counsel for Hon Capt (Retd) Ab-
dul Wahab Joardar, continued
his cross-examination of Lt Col
(LPR) Abul Bashar on Tuesday.

Following are the excerpts
from his cross-examination:

@: You used to see the daily

rogramme of President

Bangahan-dhu and review those.

A: No.

Q: You were not aware of the

programmes, particularly of

the {:mgranunt.n of August 14
and 15.

A: Officially, | was not
aware, but from newspapers |
came to know that the t
will go to Dhaka University to

attend a programme on August

15 l'[lt‘.ﬂ"l'lil'lﬁ
Q: Was at 10 am.

A: | cannot remember the
time.

Q: There were more than one
maid at Bangabandhu's resi-
dence.

A: I don't know.

Q: You did not uire about
it even after the £

A: No.

Q: DSP Nurul Islam was in
charge of on that night.

A: 1 don't remember the
name.

Q: You never had any talks
with that DSP.

A: not.

Q: You did not enquire about
him on that day 15).

A: The situation was not
favourable.

Q: Naik Subedar Motaleb
was in charge of arms, ammu-
nition and the platoon at the
camp on Road-31.

A Yes.

Q@: He (Motaleb) used to main-
tain the records and register.

A: Yes.

Q: Army chain of command
did not take any action against
you for August 15 incident.

A: No.

Q: Can you name some of
your captain colleagues who
were with you when you went
back to your regiment in
Comilla after the August 15 in-
cident.

A: Capt Taib, Capt Atiqur
Rahman, Capt Hai, Capt Anwar
Farid. All of us, t the mar-
ried officers, used to stay in of-
ficer's mess.

Q: Who as the MP from your
area, Nalchati in Jhalakathi
district till August 15, 1975.

A: A man was elected as an
MP with Awami League ticket
in 1973 parliamentary elec-
tions. He was later killed, but |
don’'t remember whether he was
killed before or after August 15.

: The statement you made
in the court was based on your
memory.

A: | have said what | knew

vl Ry sidipsogen
u's house wearing
the rank and badge of a lieu-
tenant — that is a blatant lie,

A: He was wearing the rank
and badge of second lieutenant
and | saw that.

@: You have given a false
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wilness.

A: It is not true.

Cross-examination of Lt Col
Abul Bashar by Abdur Razzak
Khan, instead of Haji Nazrul,
defence counsel for Lt Col (retd)
Sultan Rashid Khan:

@: Chief Justice Mahmud
Hossain administered the oath
of the new cabinet on August 15.

A: | was not present at the
oath-taking function.

@: Did you read the news in
the newspa

A: |1 don't remember.

Q: Former President Abu
Sayed Chowdhury and Mo-
hammadullah also became the
ministers.

A: So far | remember Abu
Sayed Chowdhury did not be-
come a minister and | could not
say about the other.

: Khandaker Mostaque
Ahmed handed over the charge
to the then Chief Justice Abu
Sadat Md Sayem.

A: [ don't remember.

Q: You did not arrange the
burial of the dead bodies.

A: No.

Q: The distance between
Ganobhaban and Road-32 was
short. If any firing incident
takes place at Road-32, can it be
heard from Gonobhaban.

A: It can be.

&: The headquarters of

i Bahini was beside the
lake behind the Ganobhaban.

A: That was in the east of
Ganobhaban, but in a separate
bound which was intervened
by the :

Q: The lake was on two to
three acres.

A: Probably.

Q: When did you serve in the
BDR

A: In two tenures, first from

November, 1975 to March,
1978.
Q: What was the strength in
BDR headquarters.
A: I don't know.
: What was the strength of
i Bahini.

A: | did not have any rela-
tion with the Rakkhi ini.

Q: While giving statement,
you wrongly mentioned Col
Shahriyar's name and you gave
a false witness.

A: It is not true.

Cross-examination of Lt Col
Abul Bashar by Khan Saifur
Rahman, defence counsel for Lt
Col (retd) Syed Farooqur Rah-
man:
Q: Although you are in LPR,
you are still subject to Army
Act.

A: Yes.

Q: After joining the army
you grow up the habit of reading

newspapers, magazines,
weeklies, periodicals and jour-

nals.
A: My habit up before ]

read a
zines. :

Q: General Ulnung was the
Commander in hief of
Bulgndﬂh Armed Forces dur-
ing the War of Liberation.

A: Yes.

g: When Osmany was the C-
in-C, the eldest son of Banga-

,4pined the army and | Jﬁlnlﬂly -
maga-,

d .
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bandhu Sheikh Kamal was his
A: 1 heard about it.

Q: The post of ADC for a gen-
eral is a military post.

A: Yes.

Q: Commissioned officers in
the defence services take oath of
office.

A: Yes.

Q: Was there any irregulari-
ties in the routine works at
Bangabandhu's house before the
incident.

A: No.

Q: Batman provision was
there at that time.

A: Yes. | also had, but he did
not stay with me.

Q: Your batman knew where
you were staying at the time of
incident.

A: Yes.

Q: What was the name of
your batman?

A: I did not have any fixed
batman. Sometimes my driver
worked as my batman.

Q: Name one who worked as
your batman.

A: Mostafa, he used to work
partially as batman.

Q: What was the job of a bat-
man.

tle*"sL:bTvr:: }lilec nﬂ'iccr‘sh uniform
tidy, brush the pips, shoe polish
and such things.

Q: How many pairs of army
boot and shoes you had?

A: Probably two pairs of boot
and two pairs of shoes.

Q: From where Mostafa used
to collect those, from your resi-
dence at "China Building" or
from Ganobhaban?

A: Driver used to carry those
and handed those to Mostafa at
Ganobhaban.

Q: As per army law, batman
can't stay with other families.

A: I am not sure of the law,
but [ did not keep Mostafa with
me.

Q: From Mostafa we came to
know that you used to stay at
Ganobhaban.

A: It is not true.

Bangabandhu's son
Sheikh Jamal was an army of-
ficer.

A Yes.

Q: He came to the house on
leave on the day of incident.

A: I don't know.

Q: If any army personal
stays out of the station, he is
called a deserter.

A: It is not true,

Q: If remains unauthorised.

A: Many factors are consid-
ered to call an army personal a
deserter. And court declares it
after contacting the unit.

Q: If an army person com-
mits a civil offence and is
wanted by a court, will he be
called a deserter.

A: If he remains in the unit,
he will not be called a deserter.
If the aymy confirms that he is
not auatmlc in the unit only
then he can be dec'ared as an
absconder.

At this stage, prosecution
lawyers raised objection aa}dgﬁ
that it is not a question at
and in such case law of the land
will prevail.

Q: Did you receive any order

on August 14 from army of
Ehangcd timing of hoisting the
ag.

A: [ don't remember.

Q: Does the sentry from the
battery remain present at the
time of hoisting the flag.

A: Yes.

Q: Did all of your soldiers
have separate beddings.

A: Yes.

Q: Your soldiers used to bring
their beddings with them all the
time while coming to the guard
room to resume their duties.

A: | can't recollect it.

Q: Guard timing was to be
fixed with even number of tim-
ing ... like from 1600 hrs till
2000 hrs.

A: There was no such hard
and fast rule. Military Secre-
tary to the President used to fix
the timing for shifting of
guards.

Q: On August 14 and 15, the
timing for shifting to guards
was the same.

A: | don't remember.

Q: Time for shifting of
uards was not fixed at havilder
evel.

A: Not officially.

Q: You were to go to Banga-
bandhu's house at 7:30 am on
the da}r of incident.

A: | didn't have any fixed
programme and normally I
used to go there to check my
guards.

Q. Was there any contempla-
tion of going to Bangabandhu's
house on August 14 and 15.

A: |1 was to go, but the time
was not fixed.

Q: Was Bangabandhu's house
within your duty station?

A: Yes.

Q: Was there any other sta-
tion?

A: Ganobhaban and Banga-
bandhu's residence.

Q: No condolence message
was sent either by Indira
Gandhi government or any
other Indian governments.

A: | don't know.

Quoting a recent report pub-
lished in the daily Ingilab, the
counsel said famous Indian
writer Annada Sankar Roy
wrote an article over the killing
episode at that time., but that
was not published and later In-
dian Premier Indira Gandhi in
a letter asked him not to write
anything about the issue.

A: 1 did not read it.

Q: How long Syed Farooq
Rahman is known to you?

A: On August 2, 1975, I first
saw him. On that day (August 2)
Major Syed Farooque Rahman
led his lancer squadron accord-
ing the guard of honour to
Bangabandhu at Ganobhaban.

@: Army security guards
carry ammunition.

A: Where there is arms there

., is amgunition, bl fRiecd
o Qn:l%fd i‘ﬂ}' shell hit Banga:-

bandhu's house 6n that day.

A: | heard that a shell was
fired. but that hit a place at Mo-
hammadpur.

@: Were you an eyewitness

A: | was not at the place of
occurrence when the incident
took place, but witnessed the af-
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Heavy fall likely

Moderately heavy fall is likely

at places over Khulna,

Barisal and Chi divisions in the next '
H}u g ttagong 12 hours till 6 pm
et %e also forecast light to moderate rain or thunder-
shower accompanied by tcmgorary gusty or squally wind at
many places over Khulna, Barisal, Chittagong and Sylhet
divisions and at a few places elsewhere across the country.
Day temperature may fall by 1-2 degree celsius throughout

the country.

Meantime, Jessore had 22 mm shower, Sylhet 14 and Khulna

13 mm during the last 24 hours till 6 am
ature 35.
t 24.0 degrees at Comilla

Country's highest tem
recorded at Sylhet and the

terday.
degree celsius was

The Sun sets today at 6:26 pm and rises tomorrow (Friday) at

5:36 am.

Maximum and minimum temperd#tures and humidity

recorded in some major cities and towns

yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
in celsius percentage
max min mornin eveni

[‘.}haka 33.0 27.3 75 fnu;g

Chittagong 33.5 26.6 75 72

Rajshahi 32.4 256 a5 96

Khulna 278 24 .4 3 HH

Barisal 30.5 250 - &5

!-E:y‘I hct 350 24 3 78 72

Cox's Bazar 322 255 N0 5

- homeopath
. brother of former President
» Khandokar Mushtagque Ahmed

The 6th death anniversary of

| Alhaj Dr Khandakar uibud-

din Ahmed. former EPCS and
doctor and elder

will be observed tomorrow, says
a press release.

Qurankhwani and a milad
mahfil will be held at de-
ceased's village home at Dash-
para, Daudkandi. Comilla after

Jumma prayers.
Qulkhwani
Qulkhwani of
Lion Mosleh
Uddin Ahmed,
a noted social
worker will be
held tomorrow
after Asr pra-
yers at his K-5,

. Kan Nazrul
Islam Road Mohammadpur
residence, says a press release.

Ahmed died on Aug 17 at his

residence
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A reception was hosted by AKM Shahidul
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termath.

?: Did you see any evidence
of shell fired at Bangabandhu's
house,

A: No.

: The shelling incident at
Mohammadpur was a ‘tell tell
account.’

A: I am telling you hearing it
from others.

Q: Why did you go to Mo-
hammadpur?

A: I went to a filling station
for fuel,

Q; Was that a filling station
of milita

A: Martial Law was imposed
and under that circumstances |
took patrol on voucher.

Q: Did you go to Moham-
madpur to varify the deaths
caused by shelling.

A: No.

Q: Did you report to your
higher authority about the situ-
ation on that day.

A: Verbally I reported to my
CO. but not in writing.

Q: What kind of arms your
guards used to carry?

A: Soldiers used to carry SLR
and NFOs ste :

Q: I presumed from your
statement after the incident
that you were concerned about
the valuables of Bangabandhu's
house.

A: That was not my respon-
sibility. And considering the
situation, I did not do anything.

Q: Was it the collective re-
sponsibility of our battery?

A: I don't think so,

Q: Was the house sealed on
that day.

A: No.

Q: After the incident, under
whose responsibility was the
house? Was it under police or
army?

A: So far |1 remember it was
the responsibility of police.

Q: Under whose responsibil-
ity was the house before the in-
cident?

A: Security responsibility
was with police and armny was
there to help the police.

Q: Did you share any re-
sponsibility?

A: Yes, but in the way of
helping the police.

Q: Were you on duty from the
beginning of the day of the inci-
dent.

A: My duty began since |
up at Bangabhaban at 7:30 am.

Q: Were you on duty till you
arrived at the place of occur-
rence at 12 noon.

A: Yes,
Q: Facing smiliar situation
did the members of your battery

flee away? The way you were on
vour duty at China Building, the
other members of your battery
were also on duty.

A: All were in their respec-
tive duty places -

« Qi lnder. special situatiop,.,
you cou

not say where the
members of your battery were.

A: [ think, in that situation,
the soldiers might have been
misguided by some disgruntled
army officers.

Q: The army. including you,
were waiting for the event. And
for that reason you were wait-
ing at {uur house till 12 noon.

A It is not true.

Q: You did not come out of
the house till 12 noon and did
not give any report in writing as
you were involved in the inci-
dent

A: It 1s not true.

Q: You knew that you along
with other members of your
battery would face court martial
if you submit a report in writing
narrating the facts.

A: Not true.

Cross-examination of Lt Col
(LPR) Abul Basher by advocate
T™ Akbar, defence counsel for
accused Lt Col (LPR) Muhiuddin:

@: You were at one field reg-
iment in 1975. How many bat-
teries were there at that regi-
ment?

A: Four.

@: Where all the batteries
comprise of equal manpower?

A: Organisation of head

uarters was different. The rest
three were supposed to be com-
prised of equal manpower

Q: In which battery were
you?

A: Papa battery commonly
known as Mujib battery.

Q: Was it the official name?
Was it mentioned in official pa-
pers?

A Yes.

@: Acco to army act or
rule, an officer of which rank
was the commander of a bat-
tery?

A: A major ranking officer.

Q: Who was commander of
Mujib or Papa battery?

A: | can't recall the name.

Perhaps he was Major Salzar
Rahman. To the best of my

knowledge he was in a training
course at that time.

(Court: Where?)

A: In Jessore.

Q: In the absence of him?

A: The next senior.

(Court: Was he also a major
ranking officer?)

A: No, he was a captain. The
post was called battery captain.

Q: His name?

A: I can't remember the
namme.

Q: The security personnel,

- who were posted at Ganobhaban

and Bangabandhu's house, were
from which battery?

A: They were from Mujib
battery.

Q: What happened to the 2nd
in command of the battery?

A: To best of my knowledge
he was on leave.

Q: How many NCOs and JCOs
were there in a battery?

A: It depends on organisa-
tion and equipment,

Q: How many NCOs and JCOs
were there in your Papa or Mu-
jib battery?

A: | can't recall the exact
numbers right now.

Q: Where will we get the
number?

A: It may be %:;i;en ... but
many things have been changed
from 1975 to 1997.

Q: Where can we get the num-
bers?

A: At army headquarters if
the papers were not destroyed. A
destruction takes place after

some ck'iys‘

Q: Alter how long a destruc-
tion takes place?

A: Normally after three or
five years.

Q: Does it depend on classifi-
cation of the papers?

A: Yes. The papers on finan-
cial matters are destroyed after
a long time.

@: You took over the charge
after coming from Comilla to
Dhaka. Was the handing or tak-
ing over written?

A: It should be taken into ac-
count that there was no hand-
ing over of arms or ammuni-
tion. It was only handing over
to duty.

(Court: Another troop was
deployed before you).

Q: Was the duty handing over
written?

A: As far as I can recall it
was not written.

Q: when did you take over the
duty? Was it in the morning,
afternoon or evening?

(Prosecution lawyer Kamrul
:jsiam told the court that the

ate was recorded. It was August
1 or 2, 1995).

A: So far | can remember we
came to Dhaka on July 27. My
troop started their security duty
from k b

you started the duty?

A: At 6 am on August 1, 1975.

Q: (After watching some pa-
pers) You told the 10 that you re-
ceived the charge from 1st Ben-
gal Lancer on August 2.

A To the best of my knowl-

[ said t1.

1:Q: If you told him August 2 or
not.

A: So far my knowledge goes
[ didn't tell him}r- il

(At this stage, Bashar re-
quested tor repeating a question
on duty allotment saving the
defence lawyer had asked the
jurﬁtiﬂn thrice in three ways.

udge Kazi Golam Rasul told
Akbar to ask question in a sim-
ple way).

Q: Did you allot the duty af
ter receiving charge from the
1st Bengal Lancer?

A: The duty allotment was
made earller and it was exe-
cuted after receiving the duty

charge.
Q: Your dutg was from 7:30

am on August 1

A: Yes.

Q: If you are alive and in
service, you are bound to attend

our workplace at just time.
ether car comes or not, it
cannot not be an excuse.

A: The situation on that day
was such that | could not go to
office in just time.

Q. Can we call the house at
road number 31 an army camp?

A: We can call it an army
barrack.

Q: There was also separale
security measures for that
house.

A: Yes.

Q: From where food, fuel and

other nece materials were
nu]Tllcd for your sub-unit?

: From Dhaka base supply
depo.

Q: Did they reach those?
A: No.
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Islam, honorary consul of Malaysia in

Chittagong at the Sheraton Hotel yesterday on the occasion of a meeting of Joint Venture
Bank between Sena Kalyan Sangstha & Arab Malaysian Holding and Banking Group.

@Q: Did you bring the materi-
als?

A: No.

Q: Who?

A: An NCO,

: His name?
: I can't recall his name.

Q: If he was not present?

A: Another NCO In absence
of him.

(At this time, prosecution
lawyer told Akbar to ask about
shell of Cannon. With a laugh-
ter, Akbar asked Bashar that
was it possible to push a shell of
SLR in a cannon. All, includin
the Judﬁe and witness, joine
the la%ter].

6 k ere the armymen, who
discharged duties under you, in
Dhaka on August 167

A: All, excepting Lance
Nayek Shamsu.

Q: This is not correct that
you went to a petrol pump on
August 16.

A: Your statement {s not cor-
rect.

Q: Being asked by the prose-
cution, you gave a false state-
ment to Hujur.

A: Your statement is not
true.

Q: Was there any post of gun
position officer (GPO) in ar-
tillery?

A: Yes. There is also a post of
assistant GPO,

Q: What were their ranks?

A: the GPO was major rank-
ing while the AGPO lieutenant
or 2nd lieutenant.

Q: What is the function of a
GPO?

A: All resaonsibilitjea of gun
positioning. He, being askecf‘é}r
commander, directs the posi-
tion of gun. He also conducts
firing.

Q: Is it a must to inform
higher authorities the situation
in writin

A: If the statement is asked
for in writing.

Q: All statements in your de-
position that you heard or knew

“are false.

A: Your comment is not true.

Q: You are an arranged wit-
ness of a concocted case.

(The suggestion, however,
was not accepted and cross-ex-
amination by TM Akbar con-
cluded. Judge Kazi Golam Rasul
commente the name of
Taheruddin Thakur did not
come in his deposition when

his counsel Sharfuddin Mukul
stood up for cross-examina-
tion).

Excerpts from cross-exami-
nation of Bashar by Sharfuddin
Mukul, defence counsel for ac-
cused Taheruddin Thakur:

Q: Do you feel proud of a
member of army?

A: Yes,

(Some prosecution lawyer
said we also feel proud of a
lawyer. One commented Mukul
feels proud that he is lawyer of
Taheruddin Thakur).

Q: You served the under
several army chiefs since 1975.
Who are they?

A: General Shafiullah, Gen-
eral Ziaur Rahman, General Er-
shad, General Atiqur Rahman,
General Nooruddin Khan, Gen-
eral Nasim and General Mah-
bubur Rahman.

Q: You are a lieutenant
Colonel following the continua-
tion of the service from where
you were on A t 14, 1975.

A: Yes. Yes, | am now on LPR
as a Lieutenant colonel follow-
ing the service where I joined in
1970.

Q: You didn't tell the 10 of
police that you went to Comilla
on August 16 and returned on
the same day.

A: I told him.

Q: You were not on security
duty at Bangabandhu's house
what you claimed.

A: Your statement is not cor-
rect,

(J: Prosecution have brought
you from another unit of army
and showed you were on secu-
rity duty. You gave a false
statement to be benefited in fu-
ture.

(Prosecution side raised ob-
jection saying he is now on LPR
and so how he will be benefited
in future. Mukul, with a haugh-
ter, replied he might be an am-
bassador in future).

A: Not true.

With this, the cross-exami-
nation of Lt Col (LPR) Abul
Bashar, the 7th prosecution
witness in Bangabandhu mur-
der case, concluded. Major (retd)
Shahadat Hossain an will
make his deposition when the
court resumes at 10:30am on
Wednesday.

Further verbatim texts of
cross examination will be pub-
lished as and when

Q: What was the time when

Kofi A Annan during

Ms Salma Khan, Chairperson of the UN Committee on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women

-
-
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the 17th session of CEDAW at his office in

(CEDAW) met the Secretary-General of the United Nations Mr !

the UN Head quarters in New York to discuss global trends and
t issue. During the session, the

obstacles to women's human ri

Committee considered the combined Third an
adesh including reports from eight other UN
member-countries. The Secretary-General expressed his satis-
faction over the withdrawal of two reservations from the Con-
the Government of B

The Chairperson of CEDAW i
about the rnajlur concerns and recent works of the CEDAW
Committee including its emphasis on immediate withdrawal of
reservations and the importance of the pro
the 50th anniversary of the Human Rights
give new impetus to women's human righ
-General for greater support from the
UN in programme activities of developing
universality of women's human right and sustained effort to
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which will
uested the Secretary

prevent their violation.
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ormed the Secretary-General
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countries to reflect
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Keeping the Child at

Focal Point
by Farida Chowdhury

three-day convention on
A'I'anus the Child" was held

ecently at the newly-
opened Science City in Salt
Lake. Calcutta. It was attended
by 350 delegates from all over
India and a few overseas
delegates. The delegates were
school teachers, educationists,
educational administrators
both government and private,
psychologists and pae-
diatricians.

As the name implies. pri-
mary education of children was
the focal point of the conven-
tion. The key objectives were to
create general awareness, nar-
row down and identify key itm-
peratives to bring about cha
and evolve practical methods
for effective implementation of
schemes and generate momen-
tum for action. Keeping the
child at the focal point, the
convention made a threadbare
discussion on the present situa-
tion vis-a-vis the problem of
primary education and what it
should be.

A number of important pa-
Eeru were presented by well-

nown specialists. These in-
cluded the child, the teachers,
methods of teaching. curricu-
lum and strategy — which en-
capsulated the totality of the
prevailing problem and its
overall impact on the child and
on the future quality of our citi-
zens.

Extensive group discussions
followed by comments from the

delegates. The last session
framed some recommendations
highlighting the need to:

a) reduce pressure of text-
books at the primary level,

b) introduce more modern
child-friendly methods such as
the Environment Studies
Method,

c) abolition of formal exam-
ination and grading at the pri-
mary level and introduction of
continuous assessment by the
teachers, and

d) training of teachers in
modern methods of teaching.

The convention also felt a
strong need to educate public in
general — and policy makers in
particular — regarding the im-
portance of the modern meth-
ods and supporting to make
changes in primary education.

The convention also in-
cluded three workshops on En-
vironmental Studies in the
Learning Process, Instant Read-
ing and Active Science and
Mathematics. An exhibition of
modern resource materials
from India and abroad was also
held along with the convention.
The convention and exhibition
were organised by the New Wave
Display Services and supported
by the Teachers’' Centre, Cal-
cutta with contributions from
the British Council Division,
Calcutta.

The writer is a teacher at
Chittagong Grammar School,

Chittagong.



