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Is Fuel Price Justified?

The government decision to abruptly raise
prices of petroleum products has already sent
shock waves all across the transport sector. Auto-
rickshaw owners and employees have responded
by either taking their vehicles off the road or de-
manding straightway double or even more fare. On
its part the government has also come up with an

anation for this sudden move. It contends that
fuel price has gone up in international market and
the Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation (BPC) —
the country's only importing agency that is re-
sponsible for refining fuel before marketing — had
long been incurring losses because of non-adjust-
ing prices for a long time. This argument is tenable
but only upto a point. Even if we accept that succes-
sive governments’ populist policy prevented them
from going for the much needed price hike of fuel,
we cannot help questioning the 61 per cent in-
crease at a go.

The government explanation is hardly adequate
enough to clarify the whole situation. It argues that
fuel prices here are still lower compared to the
n uring countries. But neither does it give the
comparative rates of fuel of those countries nor
justifies the latest enhancement showing the bi
gap created between the international level of fue
prices and our previous rates. Did the price ﬁ;? ne-
cessitate such a push at a time? Our knowledge is
that fuel prices in international market have reg-
istered a fall this year from last year's level. And
surprisingly the BPC turned into a losing concern
for the first time last year incurring a loss of Tk
500 crore approximately.

We strongly feel that the overall impact of a fuel
price hike was not considered exhaustively before

the decision. There is going to be a chain ef-
fect of this one act. We appreciate the fact that
diesel price, that touches the masses more directly
has not been marked up significantly. But does the
comparative rise between petrol and diesel need to
be that different? While we accept the need for a
price rise of fuel, we think the rise has been too
steep and the government needs to rethink the

matter.

This Mad Complacence

These are bewildering figures, no doubt. One may
even c over these and justifiably too. Fifty per
cent of all food items manutactured here are adul-
terated. Sixty-five per cent of all edible oil and
honey brands are also adulterated. But there is
nothing to beat sweets, 99 per cent of which are
adulterated. No wonder among those that partake
of these it would be difficult to find one un- Aulter-
ated man or woman.

In Morocco 40,000 people were either disabled
for life or killed through consuming edible oil
adulterated by used engine lubricant, a decade or
so back.

It is possibilities like this that infests the whole
gamut of the food industry. Who knows, unknown
to us what slow-acting degeneration this or that

edgiod is s in sections if popu-
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is sad to recall that this Dhaka delicacy or those

coming from points of great tradition in the inte-
rior were for centuries the pride of Bangal-desh or
eastern Bengal. Adulteration, in addition to mak-
ing the sweets unhealthy, takes away the quality of
these — quality that came to them over centuries.
The cheating is done in these goodies through re-
placing the expensive chhana or casein or cottage
cheese mainstay of the Bengalee sweets by things
as cheap as wheat or rice powder. About our sweets
the important to care for is the condition of
their preparation. In 100 per cent cases the sweets
are prepared in the most unacceptable and unhy-
gienic condition.

The less said about the BSTI the better. It
is charged with so many things and it is not
manned to do a tenth of that. The IPH, the other
capable body to monitor the food situation, can-
not prosecute the villain. The BSTI-IPH story is
indeed one of the futility of brooding over the
dangerous adulteration business. The bad thin
threatens the physical well being of the whole o
our 120 million people. The authorities are deci-
dedly mad to be so complacent and uncaring in
this matter.

Impressive 4-decade Output

Figures again but not in Ipercentages anymore.
Nonetheless, impressive all the way. Thirty-five
thousand kilometres of embankments were put up
and 39 thousand kilometres of irrigation canal dug
in Bangladesh — in the last four decades. Both ac-
tivity, piling earth in the first and removing earth
in the second, could be expressed in tons of earth-
cutting work to make it into a truly astronomical
figure, easier to understand and to be more im-
ﬁaressed. Add to this four barrages, 97 pump houses,

0,336 sluice-gates, 1207 closures anci) 4498 bridges
and culverts that the Water Development Board
and its precursors made all this while and it will be
difficult not to be charmed by the magnitude of
output of this body. Leaving the bygones and com-

ing tti.n tt;}:le Brescnt perft{_:nnance, the Board has
comple r cent ot its targetted programm
for fiscal 96-97. Bravo. & Progha ©

Our congratulations to the BWDB for achieving
all this keeping itself away from the glare of public
notice and media hype. This high-performing

should be a model for others. The Board has
said their decades-spreading activity has resulted
In reclamation of one lakh hectare of coastal
polder, b under irrigation 11.3 lakh hectare
in .46 hectare land flood-free. No mean
achievement if it's the real picture, and we believe
all this is true.

What remains to be done to give the Board its due
credit is a comprehensive evaluation of its work
so far. The recognition should be such that
other agencies are inspired to give their best. That
evaluation should include a. The environmen-
tal price all this gigantic works might have
entailed; b. The bad effects that many of the
projects might have caused; c. the size of Bangla-
desh’'s need for such hydrological engineering
projects; d. The overall cost effectiveness of the
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HE BNP Chairperson
Begum Khaleda Zia is in
public record stating on

several occasions to bring about
qualitative change in the
country's politics Trom her
position as Leader of the
Opposition in the Jatiya
Sangsad. She has indeed made a
momentous beginning by urg-
ing the lawmakers belonging to
both the Treasury and the Op-

position benches to refrain
themselves from attacking each
other and shun the practice of
character assassination. As she
has stated (12 May 1997), "We
have spent much time in the
past by debating on late leaders
ike Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
and Ziaur Rahman. Let's not re-
peat this. Rather, let's discuss
now we can do good to the -
ple.” Indeed, she made a "ftri{:ll
appeal to all MPs to refrain
from debates on the national
leaders who have passed away.”
It does come, as was cogently
opined in The Daily Star Edito-
rial (13 May 1997) as "a silver
lining in the dark scenario” of
mutual accusation and sense of
outrage that inflame public
opinion in the country.

The impact of Khaleda Zia's
opinion was almost instanta-
neous. The pre-budget session of
the parliament, which was
marked by undesired behaviour
by some MPs on either side has
ended with a happy note of mu-
tual restraint and some under-
standing. A happy coincidental
outcome is the sitive note
taken by the Awami League
Working Committee of the
views on the issue by the Leader
of the Opposition. And Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina called
upon the Awami League par-
liamentarians to mention the
word "Marhoom" (the late), pre-
sumably as a token of respect to
the late freedom-fighter and
gn:aidcnt Ziaur Rahman. The

udget session, though had its
heats, nevertheless ended with
mutual compliments.

This is a welcome, sombre
change; it should be seen as a
noticeable departure from the
last couple of decades of
Bangladesh politics. The coun-
try then witnessed a leadership
contention which vitiated its
political environment. It in-
volved almost a polemic that
mainly centred on two charis-
matic personalities, Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman and Ziaur
Rahman, both of whom were
major role players in the coun-
try's Liberation War and also
served the country in various
capacities in the post-libera-
tion period. Both have their
admirers and detractors. The
contention, as developed has
two facets: one that concerns
the liberation period, and the
other seems to involve the issue
of succession. There seems a
little basis for a prolonged ar-

ment on efther of this' even

¢ debate itself would a

without any basis, if logked at |

from a proper perspective. The
debate, loo at the pattern of
its reasoning, seems based on
the sole criterion of loyalty] of
the contending sides to the
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Sir, The roads and drainage
system in Hazaribagh area in
the city are in a very miserable
condition.

Hazaribagh is an industrial
area from the then British pe-
riod. Every year the country
earns about Taka thousand
crore in foreign currency and
various local authorities, tax
dcﬁiartment. organisations etc.
collect huge amount of revenue
from the industries of this area.
More than a hundred thousand
Ecnpl: including foreigners

ave been working here day and
ni%ht and everyday thousands
of foreign buyers are moving in.
Uncountable number of small
scale industries, chemical pro-
ducers and suppliers directly
and indirectly are depending on
the industries of this area.

In sFite of that the impor-
tance of this area is completely
disregarded and nobody can
imagine that his neglected area
is helping the nation so much
in its march towards develop-
ment by even practically watcg-
ing the infrastructure of this
industrial area. But everyone
should admit that this is a
golden area that earn gold from
abroad by exporting leather and
leather goods. But due to long

- negligence of the authority con-

cerned the condition of road,
drainage system has become
worst. During maximum time
of the year due to over flow of
uted water the roads become
Ithy and dirty. The waste and
garbage of the industry create
multiple problem for the passer
by as well as the overall envi-
ronment.

Specially in rainy season
the Sher-e- a road in Haz-
aribagh area frequently goes
under knee-deep water and rain
water enter some industries of
the area effectir:ﬁ production
process and badly danr:ﬁlng
raw materials. This is nly
due to heedlessness to proper
cleaning. The authority con-
cerned is not looking after,
continuously, and sufficient
workforce is not depl here.
Due to obnoxious smell and ex-
tremely bad condition of this
important area many fore
buyer backed out and could not'

he world is very competi-
tive now. The foreign buyers
now want to see for themselves
gum:l infrastructure along with
he quality development of
products. As for the same rea-
son our best quality shrimp is

resjistarice or
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rly evaluate our products.
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charismatic personalities of
their respective leadership. But
when viewed notionally such
loyalties seem contrary to the
idealistic as well as practical
concerns of politics of the na-
tion.

The concept of charisma, as
is explained under the Weberian
terms, rests on three aspects of
leadership: a magnetic appeal
to a mystifying degree, tradi-
tional support and an amount
of power or competence enough
to translate ideas and policies
into tangible programme of ac-
tion. An important component
of charismatic appeal is the
leader's projection of vision
that taps the conscious and/or
unconscious needs, values, and
feelings of followers, often bol-
stered by the use of symbols,
metaphors, and dramatic styled
events by such leaders, not al-
w:fvu supplemented with ratio-
nal persuasion to convince fol-
lowers that the attainment of
shared ideological goals is quite
feasible.

History is replete with
charismatic personalities of
different types and order. All

charismatics seek to
instill commitment to their
strategic ideals, ideol and

devotion to themselves,

by Dr Abul Kalam

ner how he transformed from "a
run-of-the-mill politician to a

statesman with an increasing

charismatic appeal.” As the
leading figure spearheading the
Liberation Struggle of
Bangladesh, Mujib had indeed
‘received unquestioned loyalty
and an undying support from
elites and non-elites” in the
country

In the whirlwind of Pak
istani politics Mujib may ap-

ar as a "transactional leader”,

ut he rapidly turned himself
into a "transformational leader
raising the consciousness of a
vast majority of Bengalis to a
higher level at which sponta-
neous mobilization of I!:x)man
and material resources”, oc-
curred the objective being the
"realization ol Bangladesh as
an independent nation”
through a combination of non-
cooperation and civil-disobedi-
ence movement against the
Pakistani ruling regimes.

The civil disobedience
movement launched by Mujib
was a sort of "non-violent guer-
rilla warfare.” patterned on
Subhas Bose, for realizing the
demands of the Bengalis. Even
though he was taken into cus-

Pakistani army Many
Bangladeshis admire Zia for
this courageous and defiant act,
as Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
the great nationalist leader who
spearheaded the struggle
against the Pakistani exploita-
tion, was taken into Pakistani
military custody and flown to
West Pakistan to be gaoled in a
death-cell. Zia's gallantry
earned him laurels even from
Gen. Jagjit Singh Aurora, who
led the Indian Forces of the
Eastern Command in the 1971
war against Pakistan.

What needs to be acknowl-
ed on either side of the t-
ical spectrum is: had there
no Sheikh Mujibur Rahman in
the forefront of nationalist

struggle for B adesh, there
would not have a Ziaur
Rahman to actu t for its
liberation; simil . had it not

been for the heroic and
allantry of soldiers like Zia,
there would have been lot more
bleeding in the soil of
Bangladesh and independence
of the country would have been
much more delayed. In other
words, Mujib would emerge as
the father-figure in the strategic
scenario ol our nationalist

Charisma and the Leadership Question in Bangladesh

taking the country nearer to the
goals of Mujib
The current batch of the
country's political elite and
leadership should be mutually
respectful of their past legacies,
not unmindful that they pro-
vide source of pride as well as
embarrassment for both the
major parties. With a degree of
Doctor of Laws, honoris causa,
conferred on her by an Ameri-
can institution of excellence,
the Boston University, for her
contribution to the cause of
democracy in Bangladesh,
Prime Minister Sh Hasina
now has a positive charisma of
her own--"worthy daughter of a
noble father, nogl: servant of a
worthy people”, as the citation
ﬁucs conferring her the d?ee
er protracted %ﬁl slo-
gans for "bread an t", for
which she has earned a "rare
honour” as a head of govern-
ment in Bangladesh, bear an
eloquent n of the goal
she has set forth for her coun-
trymen. She was also adorned
with another Doctor of Laws by
Japan's Waseda University for
her will-power and fierce de-
termination in the realm of
politics. '
All this, together with the
added glamour of the "Netaji

Muwmmmmmmmmmmmﬂnmaﬂw&mmm

played very distinctive role in the country's independence. Against such backdrop, there i reason
MM“&M#MWMNMWhMﬁWMME::ﬂM‘:hI;

charismatics can belong to neg-
ative, positive and neutral
groups. Negative charismatics
emphasize devotion to them-
selves more than to ideals,
whereas positive charismatics
seek to instill devotion to ide-
ology more than devotion to
themselves. Neutral charismat-
ics fall between the two poles, as
they may instill certain per-
sonality cults causing intoxi-
cated devotion and adulation of
followers.

In the context of
Bangladesh. the leadership of
its lounding-father Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman may be
viewed as one of a “positive
charismatic,” as he pre
the whole generation of the
Bengalis for the nationalist
struggle through his exemplary
courage, determination and
self-sacrifice. Mujib is ac-
claimed as the founding-father
of Bangladesh, since he was the
man "'most responsible for the
emergence of an independent

adesh”. The uniqueness of
Mujib's leadership is
for "the character, style, vision,
and courage” of the man who
immensely suffered to deliver
his nation from the bondage of
“internal colonialism.” Mujib's
strat Pakistani ex-
ploitation varied from passive
political agitation:
to active struggle. with a call for
armed resistance.
The effectiveness of Mujib
lies in articula and -
gating the demands of the Ben-

gali masses through his six-
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To overcome this long out-
standing problem following are
some suggestions:

1. The inner and outer road
should be developed well and
maintained every year.

2. Covered drainage line
should be constructed.

3. For a continuos cleanin
of this area there should be ad-
equate number of workers of
the t concern.

4. Government should con-
struct sufficient number of
ireatment plants here for
keeping the environment clean.

Md Mohashin
41/ 12 Simana Salek Road,
Dhaka-1209

The mystery of the
cell phones

Sir, The Star supple-
ment (Aug 11) on cellular tele-
hones in Bangladesh was in-
ormative; in fact, too informa-
tive, as the technical informa-
tion provided is too much for
the non- or semi-technical
users or potential users. One
aring omission was that none
om the government or BTTB
side bothered to write an
overview or even sign a mes-
. Why BTTB boycotted this
Supplement? The government
is very much in the telephone
business, whether copper or
wireless.
There were some interesting
articles from the vendors pro-

thus

tody by the Pakistani junta,
there is little doubt that Mujib
symbolized the Bengali armed

::\Ijgﬂe leading to a “full-blown
involving both India and
Pakistan.

Mujib's leadership was
charismatic, for he created in-
tricate but intimate bonds be-
tween himself and his followers
at different levels, echoing the
instinctive sentiments ol the
Bengalis, as expressed in the
slogans of Joi Bangla (victory to
Bengal). borrowed from Subhas
Bose, and of Amar Sonar
Bangla, taken from Tagore,
both of which "created a cen-
tripetal effect on the people. In-
lrﬁ'cmg them to strive for state
rights and, later. indepen-
dence.” Both were popularized
in the course of the struggle of
the Bengalis of East Pakistan
for realizing the demands of
freedom independence and
remain popular ever since.

In the same vent it has to be
recognized that an in ent
Bangladesh was not solely his
creation, as millions of others
who mggﬁded to his call for

to suffer and sacri-
fice their near and dear ones.
And there were others who
fought gallmtlﬁ one of the
foremost being Ziaur Rahman,
then a serving Major in the

Pakistani Infantry, whose role
included a declaration of inde-'

pendence of Bangladesh in the
aftermath of the Pakistani
military crackdown on 25th of
March 1971 and a call to arms
against the brutalities of the

—————————————

Jecting the virtues of their sys-
tem. are several areas of
the uperatlnlg sﬁrstemu which
have to be clarified for public
information. The technologies
!a_u'r.- 1::1 A too fast, and dif-
erent systems are com to
achieve the de fnctnpeuwr::grld
standard on the basis of brand-
name market share. The global
or international standard is yet
to be formally announced by
the ITU, as some of the latest
technologies are making its
presence felt, therefore it is
proving difficult for the UN

to arrive at a decision, as
technical groups continue to
come up with latest feedbacks
for the plenary sessions.
The government has mean-
while advertised for some staff
Ists to crcatfﬂ the desh
elecom re tory authority.
But meanwﬁﬁ: t.h:;::'r ﬂt
should keep the public and the
media informed about the state
guidelines in policy-making ex-
ercises on the outline of the
forthco regulatory frame-
work as seen by the ad Rcﬁll-
latory Cell working within the
Ministry. Also, as competition
hots up, the BTTB chairman
should be meeting the press
more often for exchange of
views. Get rid of the go-slow im-

A potential new subscriber
should be helped to understand
"how to choose an operator out
of the three or four cell phone
providers operating in the
country. This education-cum-

Bhorer Kagof is read by the
who think only they l:i:n::nul

Daily Star is read by the peo

I is read
who think
Dinkal is read by the people

Observer is read by the people
who think once they used to run the country.

advise on running the country.

Independent is read by the people
whummtmmgymnathecﬂunw.

ple
who think they are sane enough to run the country.

the people
can run the country.

who think another country is running the country.

| The Mighty Media
Who Reads What
M Tajul Islam |

Financial ress is read by the people
who minkEmcy should own the cnur?ujr.

ple

a "civil soc

"in

struggle and Zia was his soldier:
their role was one of mutual
complement, not of mutual de-
nial. In fact, Zia did not hesi-
tate to go back to the barracks
after the Iliberation of
Bangladesh and serve the Mujib
regime; it is also widely known
that Mujib maintained a very
affectionate and tenderly rela-
tions with the Zia family.
However, after the 15th Au-
ust 1975 tragedy. the brutal
illings of Mujib and his fam-
ily. and the tumultuous chain of
events that followed until 7th of
Novemnber, it was the destiny of
Zia to take over the running of
adesh Government. He did
not take much time to restore
multiparty democracy and
civillan garb of the govern-
ment, despite frequent attempts
to destabllize his government
by rival aspirants in the bar-
racks, but he also faced criti-
cisms for promoting segments
of the army in the civillan ad-
ministration and thus politi-
cizing the military, to which he
himself fell as a victim. Never-
theless, it also needs to be em-
phasized that he worked inces-
santly to renew developmental
aspirations of the tee mil-
lions of the people, their
confidence, with a widening
horizon of the country's inter-
national contacts and re-
spectability, overseeing the
election of the country to the
first ever non-permanent
membership of the UN Securit
Council, defeating a powerf

coun like Japan d thus
point programmeé, in the man-

information service may con-
tinue on the radio and televi-
sion for some time. It is not like
buying a car, for example, be-
cause compatibility and inter-
facing problems are not under-
st clearly by the non-tech-
nical users,

Also, there are hidden costs,
both capital and recurring,
when becoming a new sub-
scriber. To add to the confusion,
shops have opened in the cit
selling different brands of ce
phones at high prices. How to
choose, and how to prepare a
budget? It is all so confusing.
Perhaps the Operators could
participate in radio/TV shows
where the public could ask
questions.

The situation is too techni-
calﬂabcﬁﬂ t:I: the nalére sub-
SC rs’ ow e and ju -
ment. Whom ggg we asll(, dtfc
Ministry or the BTTB?

A Zabr
Dhaka

"Bus Stops"

Sir, This refers to a letter of
Mr Qazi Arifur Rahman pub-
lished under the caption of 'Bus
Stops' in your esteemed daily of
July 29, 1997. I fully endorse
his views.

We feel that the construction
of a parallel road to the existing
one in the Children's Park op-
posite Bangabhaban encroach-
ing upon the land of the park
has neither brought any relief
to the people nor it has made
the movement of the traffic
easier and disciplined to and
from the crowded and thickly
puBulauun south-eastern part
of Dhaka city.

O H Kabir
6 Hare Street
Wartl, Dhaka- 1203

Maghbazar road

Sir, Maghbazar road is a
very imlpnrtant one, because
most of the vehicles coming
from districts like Gazipur,
Tangail, Mymensingh etc.,
reache Gulistan or Sayedabad
bus stop through this road.
Since 90 per cent of that road
are blocked by rickshaws, most
of the time more than one hour
time are needed to pass from
Maghbazar point to Palton

point.
The passengers on this road

ladesh.

Memorial Award' conferred on
her by the West Bengal Pradesh
Co ss Committee in recogni-
tion of her "historic role in
promoting peace, democra
and fraternity in the lubcung
nent,” conveys a sense that she
no I-unE:r needs to recall her fa-
ther's legend to project her own,
thus unnecessarily tie herselif to
a charisma of neutralist order.
Indeed. her commitment to
multi-party parliamentary
democracy and to a market-ori-
ented economy would seem so
different than her father's ideo-
logical predilections that it
may perhaps be irrelevant to
combine her father's charisma
with her agenda for action.
Having been popularly elected,
it Is, indeed, time for her and
her party to rescue the country's
future, to realize the Sonar
Bangla, as envisioned by her fa-
ther, and to build a res able
national self-image attuned to
the needs of the post-Cold War
changes.

The former Prime Minister
and the current Leader of the
Opposition in the Jatiya
Sangsad, m Khaleda Zia,
has also bullt up a positive
charisma of her own. Her mete-
oric rise from a simple house-
wife to a leader was not a case of
political succession in any dy-
nastic 'sense. At first, she h

built her owtj fame through'
isgtanée

uncompromisin
n]galnnt the overthrow of an
‘elected government by a mili-
tary junta and spearheading a

prolonged struggle against au-
locracy, and then, as a popu-

larly elected leader under a
truly neutral caretaker gov-
ernment saw the return to the
tortuous course of parliamen-
tary democracy.

Despite her i as an "un-
compromising” leader, she
in fact respond to the call of the
time by to the constitu-
tional changes, re-introduci
parliamentary democracy an
institutionalizing an interim
caretaker system of govern-
ments for overseeing parlia-
ment elections, neither of
which was in the litical
manifesto of her party. She also
proved perce when she had
envisioned Bangladesh as "an
emcrgnf tiger”, a destiny
seems closer to Mujib's Sonar
Bangla. All this s of her
political sagacity and states-
manship, contributing to a pos-
itive charisma of her own to
which she is well-entitled, and,

‘than relations ‘if Ba
‘and with it the South
to move ahead along new » Mo

therefore, neither she nor her
{Jarly needs to recall the Zia
egend to rejuvenate her own
leadership, thus expose her pol-
itics 1o a negative or neutral
cult of a past charisma.

Thus, while we have charis-
matic leadership on either side
of the parliamentary divide
who appear to shine in their
own L, it seems absolutel
unnecessary to recall the cult
and borrow reflected light from
their respective predecessors,
::l;::l I;t::r would get them

over the

charismatic. The past

remain, of course, of our
common heritage. are rel-
evant for the purpose of learn-
ing lessons and experiences.
Such | are meant not to
create divergence between and
among the current set of -
cal elites whose task ba-
sically be one of nation-build-
ing for rescuing the country's
Ll;lur:.ha task ;ﬂg well be done

reshapi ecting a
new naﬂuﬂ%] ulll:-'imj . To
this end, what is needed, above
all, a consensus, not of
but of policy at the level of lead-
ership, involving the political
elite, with a tive of the
interest and opinion of the

mai-;u as a .

needs re-emphasiz-
ing that Bangladesh can no
longer afford the protracted
crippling elite crisis and
lems of governance in the do-
mestic front, which continue to
draw her a image. One may
suggest that structurally i. e. in
terms of organization and elite,
as well as ideologically i.e. in
terms of package of political
and economic programmes, the
two major parties of

Bangladesh cont for the
country’'s leadership are not
very far apart. Both have their

glories to claim in the libera-
tion struggle, as the founders of
both the parties had played
distinctive role in the mm:r-;’-':
independence. Against such
hackdr?hp. there is no reason
why both should not be able to
find common ground to work
hand in hand in cuntﬂbuu.r:g to
a new national self-image, thus
perhaps recreating a "civil soci-
et}r';ﬁg: Bangladesh.
at one needs is to

look both bnckwarpjrm for-
ward — in retrospect as well as
in prospect — with vision and
foresight and to develop an al-
ternative framework o

to the one that the past order of
leadership had pursued in the
subcontinent and_n_tln
foredoomed to fail. The
of the feudalistic pattern of pol-
itics in the subcontinent, with
its concomitant notions of
asymmetry, negative charisma
and ty cult must give
way to a framework of civil so-
ciet hbaled on lncln]d

md1 armony, mutual respect
and trical order of hu--
desh
was-

rations of the ple in the
post-Cold War era. To these
ends politics must be institu-
tionalized as fast as ble
and be evolved from below, the
grassroots, rather than being
imposed from above in the -
old, now dated, somewhat tri
fashion of a charismatic or per-
sonality cult,
Politics in Bangladesh has
to mend its old-fashioned,
backward-look stereotype
}m es. It mg;]l be t‘ur:lrd-
00 . 8 izing c ..
Lcadmng. Lo electedg .‘l?llw
mandnt;: nt:d offer a role l:ﬁid utf
stabili . no
to carry the m:l legacies
of the past. One m?' on? wish
that the recent positive c
in the political outlook of the
two main will be carried
forward and be further ce-
mented in the forthcoming ses-
sion of the Jatiya
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versity of Dhaka.
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hearing. Ricardo Martinez, head of the National
Administration, testified that
bad tempers was responsible for
ts each year.

By sheer coincidence | have been witness to many of these
angry displays and | can confirm that Martinez is not just

Highway Traffic Safety
aggressive behaviour caused
thousands of automobile a

whistling "Dixie.”

I discovered that the most ill-tempered
are on the roads in and out of New York City.
n who lives in Jersey or Long Is-
land or Westchester, and works in Manhattan, is filled with
that can only be released when that person

For some reason a

tremendous r
backs out of his driveway.
Some of the anger

phone in the
His sole way
achieves this by
passing the vehicle on the t.
Automobile t i
blowing and the driver

of denllng

Only after the foul-te
dozen cars does he feel ready

I don't wish to tar eve

like you and me.

I don't have time to go city by city detailing
ing to our driving pattgranu. l:t;.b.i:”tr I would be remiss if | did not

Driving Me Crz

MARIHA'E Vineyard, Massachusetts — at a

comes from a domestic spat the
fore or a business deal he knows will go
rives at his office or anything his mother said to him on the

with his anger is
tailgating another car, swerving into its lane or

tantrums are a
obscene gestures to another ve-
hicle that he believes has done him wrong.

Gasoline doesn't drive New York area automobiles,
red man behind the wheel has cut off a
to face the day. Retuming home is
no better because by then the driver is tired and has lost his zest
to completely total other cars on the road.

| know that the mail from residents of New Jersey,
land and Westchester will flood in accusing me of ex .
e with the same brush. all the
drivers | have observed in the New York area. only 95 per cent of
them lose their tempers and act like maniacs. Tf\:

drivers in the nation

t be-
ar-

SOur as soon as

his car. He

nied by loud hom

does.

Is-

e rest are just

what is do-

completed projects; e. The price of the
misfired, eto, ctc. d prass

Ingilab is fead by the people

now loosing buyer countries. suffer a lot. I request the au- .

Some canals were dug as part of a political cam-
paign. Many embankments could sur%cé day prove
to be not in the best hydrological interest of the na-
tion. It has been a fantastic nutgn.;;_lthank ou. All

we now need to know is : has it all to
and at a good price? “oon

=4l

Our leather industries are tot-
tering and suffering consider-
able loss and reputation
abroad. So, we should improve
the overall environment of this
remarkable area having a
bright prospect of foreign ex-
change earning,

who are the unle

who think yet another country should run the country.
Holiday is read by the peoﬁ
mmuﬂﬂnktheyincm end the country.

d
None of these is read gm
majority of the country.

thority concerned to come to see
the sufferings of the passengers
and take some serious deci-
sions.

Sheikh Shahjahan
245, Zahurul Haque Hall
Dhaka University

mention Boston — known as the "Me First” capital of stock-car

racing.

For reasons that probably stem from the days of the Boston
Tea Party. when Boston's drivers are tooling around they would
rather make war than love. You mustn't be too hard on them.
An y who loves the Red Sox can't be faulted if he always

feels like smashing into the rear of the car in front of him.
(By arrangement with LA Times syndicate and UNB.)




