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Auto-rickshaws

stay off roads |

for second day

Star Report

Auto-rickshaws barring so-
me did not ply on the streets of
Dhaka. Chitt Khulna and
elsewhere in country for the
second day yesterday protesting
the fuel price hike.

The absence of the familiar
smoke-belching auto-rick-
shaws and auto-tempos carry-
ing a bulk of city's commuters

caused inconvenience to e.
The rickshaws char er
rates. Few auto- a -

ever defied the wild-cat strike
and reaped a bonanza on the

Some stray incidents aside,
the strike was peaceful. In the

evening some unruly elements

set fire on an auto-rickshaw
near the Dainik Bangla cross-
See Page 12 col 6

BNP agitation
begins today
The four

agitation pro-

sramme of main opposition
NP, deman cancellation
of 'anti- ' sion to en-
hance t s of leum

mcu. begins today, reports

The BNP will hold protest
rallies and bring out proces-
sions in all thanas, district and
divisional headquarters today.

On Friday, processions in all
wards and villages in support of
Sunday's dawn-to-du na-
tionwide hartal.

On Saturday, BNP will take
out torch across the
country to drum up su in
flth of the hamf Egs

BNP general Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan in a state-
ment yesterday called u the
leaders and workers of BNP and
its front organisations to ob-
serve the programmes and
make the Sunday’'s hartal a suc-
cess.

Another report adds,
emergency meetin
city BNP will be today at 7
pm at 29 Minto Road official
residence of the Leader of the
Op tion in Parliament.

nt meeting of central
Jatiyatabads Blohtia Dal will
auyi - Moniua Da
allggtruld today at 5 pm at the
BNP central office.

Fuel price hike
was 1nevitable:
AL presidium

By Staff Correspondent

The Awami League Presid-
lum at a meeting last night re-
solved that price increase of
petroleum roducts was
inevitable’ for keeping it at par
with the price in world market.

Prime Minister and AL chief
Sheikh Hasina chaired the 90-
minute meeting held at the
Ganabhaban, said party
*"The meeting

was continua-
tion of the previous day's meet-
ing of the presidium.

Though a number of Presid-
ium members argued in favour
of t:lm-phnlc l::;:lrtau of
petroleum prices, the meeting
noted that lﬂ could no
bear the of Tk.
gﬂ crore as revenue loss in the

sector .

The ol 1"".ﬂ:lrnr:- took stock
of the latest situation arising
out of sharp reaction of various
quarters to the price hike and

o concern at the hart‘il]ie
August 24 protesting
price increase.

Besides, the AL presidium
noted that rampant fail-
ures throughout the country
made people’s life miserabie.

I—-Inside'Ibday
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BGMEA resolves to
| fight GSP cancellation
move

DSE index recovers
another ten points
Pages 6, 7

International
Pak president endorses

Anti-terrorism Law
Page 8
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Congestion surcharge on Ctg port

Port users mﬁcmk legal ac-
tions against C which, they
said, imposed congestion sur-
charge on Chittagong Port
without any valid ground in
contravention of inlematEllunal
shipping rules, reports UNB.
PI? ;Easihl:. we'll go for legal
action,” said Farid Ahmed
Chowdhury, leader of the
Bangladesh delegation which
negotiated with the CFTC in
e, at a press conference
yesterday at the BGMEA office.
The Singapore-based Chit-
tagong Feeder Trade Committee

(C imposed congestion sur-

charge for one month from Au-

Port users likely
to sue CFTC

Fust 15, forcing the port users to
ose a huge amount of money.

Chowdhury said as per the
cede of conduct of the UN con-
vention on shipping, the CFTC
could not explain valid reasons
or account for the surcharge
before the users.

"It's contrary to the interna-
tional shipping convention.
Therefore, imposition of any
such surcharge by the CFTC is
totally illogical and illegal," he
told newsmen.

In this situation, Chowd-
hury mentioned that the port
users have the right to take le-
gal action against them as per

the code of conduct of the UN
convention on shipping.

Mahbub Ali, senior vice-
president of BGMEA and also a
member of the delegation, said
the exporters would have to
spend 25 crore as surcharge
in one month.

"Why we'll bear the extra cost
when we're not responsible for
the congestion in the port?”
Garments exporters will have to
pay major portion of the sur-

charge, he said.
Farid A Chowdhury said
during the meeting with the

CFTC on August 14,
See Page 12 Col 7
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Judgement in
Y asmin murder
case Aug 31

From Our Correspondent

RANGPUR, Aug 20: The
judgement in Yasmin rape and
murder case will be delivered on
August 31, the District and Ses-
sions Judge, Rangpur, declared
in the court on conclusion of
arguments today.

The arguments continued for
four days.

The case was divided into
two parts and the trial was held
separately in two courts. Judge
Abdul Matin was the presiding
judge in both the courts.

n the first part of the case,
trial of the three main accused
out of nine was held in the Spe-
cial Court, Rangpur.

They were charged under the
Children and Women Repres-
sion Act. Hearing and argu-
ments in this case concluded on
February 15.

In the second part of the
case, trial of all the nine ac-

See Page 12 Col 4
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Flood situation in Tragic death of

six southern
dists worsens

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Aug 20: Flood sit-
uation in the low-lying areas of
Barisal, Bhola, Patuakhali,
Jhalakati, Barguna and Piro-

{pur districts have deteriorated
o

Ilnwing sharp rise in water
levels of t
gion.

The water levels in Meghna,
Kirtonkhola, Paira, Arial
Khan, Sandhya, unmukha,
Bishkhali, Baleswar and Tetu-
lia have marked a sharp rise
while some of them are flowing

he rivers in the re-

above the danger marks.

Crops on thousands of acres
of land and dwelling houses in
the low-lying areas of the af-
fected districts have been inuns
dated.

Flood water has already en-
tered Patuakhali town areas
inundating Sadar Road, Shi-
mulbagh, Chalkbazar, Kat-
patty, Puranbazar, Nawabpara
and Muslimpara.

Some char areas of Mirganj
and Galachipa thanas were
submerged with the rise of wa-
ter level in the river Paira.

Sea is still very rough.
Fishing boats and trawlers
have taken shelter in Alipur-
Mahipur Channel, some 6
kilometres from Kuakata Sea
Beach.

In Bhola, the low-lying areas
and the offshore islands —
Manpura, Char Kukri Mukri,

See Page 12 Col 3

of Dhaka |

Injunction sought
on Khaleda's
birthday on

August 15

By Special Correspondent
A case was filed with the
Fourth Assistant District
Judges Court, Dhaka yesterday
by Advocate Mohammad
Suhrawardy, an Assistant Pub-
lic Prosecutor (APP), seeking
Mandatory Injunction re-
straining BNP C son Be-
gum Khaleda Zia from celebrat-
ing her birth day on August 15.
Acco to court sources,
the APP said that as per docu-
ments available from the
Dhaka Education Board, m
Zia was born on September 5.
The plaintiffs are moving
See Page 12 col 6

Salman's death

CID interrogates
Aziz Bhai

Criminal Investigation De.
partment (CID) yesterday inter-
rogated business tycoon Aziz
Mohammad Bhai implicated in
the controversy over the death
of film star Salman Shah, re-
ports UNB.

During a three-hour interro-

tion at the CID office at Mal-
Itaﬁ. in the city, sources close
to the lnvcuuﬁ?turs said. they
mainly asked him if Aziz knew
the people mentioned in the
‘controversial’ confessional
statement of Rezvi.

CID investigators — Special
Superintendent Abdul Hannan
Khan, additional SP Subodh
Chandra Chanda and investiga-

See Page 12 Col 5
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Bangabandhu Murder Case

Army chain of command was
not broken on Aug 15: PW-8

Maj (retd) Shahdat Hossain,
eighth prosecution witness in
the Bangabandhu murder case,
during his deposition told the
court that he saw senior Army
officers assembling at the office
of his unit Commanding Officer
in the morming of August 15,
1975.

During cross-examination,
he also said that it was not true
that the chain of command in
the Army had broken down. He
said that he was the Adjutant of
his Unit and was very much un-
der the Commanding Officer of
his ment.

"Because of some di tled
officers, the top brass of the
Army on that day seemed to be
scared,” Shahdat said.

When the lawyers suggested
that he was a tutored witness,
he said, "It is not true.”

Shahdat Hossain in his de-

tion said that he was a Cap-
Adjhrtant of First East

Bengal Regiment under 46
Brigade, when Bangabandhu

N his family members were
killed on August 15, 1975.
He was repatriated to

Bangladesh in December, 1973
and he joined the First East

Bengal Regiment.

e is now working as Secre-
tary, B adesh atan Cor-
poration (BPC). He had joined

the BPC in 1986 after his re-
tirement from Army in 1983.
The deposition of Shahdat

By Staff Correspondent

was taken down by SPP

Ramzan Ali Khan. He was as-

sisted by Mosharraf Hossain
ﬁajﬂi and Touhidul Islam Ba-
ar.

The PW-8 also identified the
Eﬂ njabi and spectacles of

angabandhu which were pro-
duced before the court at the end
of his deposition.

The proceedings began at
10:55 am yesterday in the court
of the I'istrict and Sessions
judge, Dl.aka and continued for
about five and a half hours.

The court was adjourned till

HC grants

Beximco

prayer
By Staff Correspondent

The Beximco Investment
§ Limited (BICL) has
sought two weeks' time to reply
to a shew-cause notice to ex-
plain why a petition from one of
its creditors, Eastern Bank
Limited (EBL), seeking its liqui-
dation. would not be accepted
for hearing by the Company
Bench of the High Court.
Yesterday was the date for
hearing, fixed by Justice Mo-
hammad Fazlul m on July
31. The Court granted the time

following a prayer by BICL
counsel Earrislcr ﬁaﬂqu{ Hugq.

10:30 am Tuesday. Lt Col MA
Hamid, the then Station Com-
mander of Dhaka will make
his deposition before the court
on Tuesday.

Of the 14 lawyers of the state
defence, four cross-examined
the PW-8 while the other 10
lawyers declined to cross-exam-
ine the witness as the names of
those absconding accused were
not mentioned during the depo-
sition. They, however, 'adopted'
the cross-examination of their
previous lawyers. Lawyer of one

See Page 12 Col 4

Two killed in
Sunamgan

boat capsize

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Aug 20: Two per-
sons were Killed in a boat cap-
size in the Chaptir haor in De-
rai thana of Sunarnganj district
yesterday afternoon.

Official sources said, an en-
gge boat sailed for Jagdal from

rai thana headquarters over-
turned and capsized due to
strong wind.

All but two managed to swim
ashore. The dead were identi-
Efd as Arab Ali, 60 and Jansher

i, 55.

" neerin

S support services

==

AL-BNP dispute over aui_:_l-l_::)rity
to supervise implementation

Implementation of a project
to improve support services in
Jatiya is facing fresh
troubles as the ruling party and
the Opposition has been
in a dispute over the ‘ap-
propriate authority’ to super-
vise the work.

The project involves over Tk
50 crore, funded by donors.

According to sources, the
ruling Awami League (AL)
maintains that the Jatiya
Sangsad Task Force, consti-
tuted last year, will supervise
the overall reform process
while the recently constituted
Steering Committee will im-
plement the project. But the ma-
jor opposition party in Parlia-
ment, B adesh Nationalist
Party (BNP), says the Steering
Committee is the sole authority
to supervise implementation of

For over 10 days, seventeen-
year-old Simky has been miss-
ing. Her sister Sweety, two

ears’ elder than her, was just
uckier. She returned home.
Poor Eiml;y didn't.

Their father, not knowing

where to knock after normal

failed to bear fruits, was
rantically looking for a jour-
nalist, of all the ple

And Shamsul Huda came to
The Daily Star. He thinks the
Home Minister is the one who
can help him find her daughter

Police? Yes, he had knocked
that door, but was told: We'll
definitely try to find your
daughter. But you do too "

e problem is Huda knows
who they are. So do the local po-
lice, if what the officer in
charge at Keraniganj police sta
tion said had some meaning

On August 9 evening, Simky
along with her sister Sweety
was walking back home from
her uncle’'s house Some men
brandishing knives and such
other weapons, jumped on

By Nurul Kabir

parliamentary reforms, and
with its formation, the Task
Force has automatically been
abolished.

The funds already allocated
for the reform programme will
go back to the donors if not
utilised within this vyear,
sources in the UNDP said. The
UNDP is co-ordinating the
donor agencies

The project includes provid-
ing all the 330 members of
Jatiya Sangsad with separate
rooms and staff, setting up of an
Institute for Parliamentary
Studies, modernising the par-
liament -library. Earlier, the
UNDP had a Needs Assessment
Report, done by some ‘experts,’
to identily the areas where im-
provement was necessary.

Speaker Humayun Rashid
Chowdhury, who is the head of

Star Report

p— e

Nusrat Huda Simky

them. With an auto standing by

they succeeded in taking the
younger away The older ran
away

Sweety says the men were
Ramzan. Anu and Babul ac

cording to their father's state

both the JS Task Force and the
Steering Commitiee, on Mon-
day said he did not find an

dispute between the JS Tas

Force and the Steering Commit-
tee. “The Task Force is su

to be responsible for the overall
implementation of the reform
projects while the Steering
Committee will look after the
day-to-day affairs in the im-
plementation process.”

While talking to this corre-
spondent at his office, the
Speaker emphatically said that
he would go ahead with the im-
plementation of the projects
after those are approved by the
Jatiya Sangsad Commission.
Headed by the Speaker, the JS
commission, comprising Prime
Minister, Leader of the
tion in Parliament, Law, Justice

See Page 12 Col 7

Can you please help Simky's
father, Mr Home Minister?

ment to local police Haunted by
the frightening event. the giii
still is in bad shape, mentally.

The incident took place in

Zinjira, the other side of the
Buriganga that separates the
area from capital Dhaka. And
anybody having some knowl-
edge of the crime scene there
knows what it is.

The Keraniganj police, ap-

roached immediately, were ef-
icient enough to catch at least
one of the accused, Anu, but not
enough to rescue Simky,
])rnm%tjng the father to be-
ieve he would need to go fur-
ther

Huda thinks Minister

Rafigqul Islam is a "sensitive
person’, and asks if one of us at
Star knows him personally and
can make him act

Huda strongly believes her

daughter is the victim of an old
enmity between a group of

‘'well-identified terrorists” of
the locality and himself

“They are known cadres of
Ser Page 12 Col 4

WASA water

dangerously

contaminated

v

Star Report

Water supplied in the city is
dangerously contaminated

A recent sample test has re-
vealed traces of excreta in the
WASA supplied water and de-
clared it unfit for human con-
sumption. Though reported

earlier and mostly from the |

older parts of the city, faecal
contamination of the supplied
water rang the alarm bell
again as one reader faxed a
cnpi( of the test report to The
Daily Star office yesterday
Conducted Sunday last in
the International Centre for
Diarrhoeal Disease Research
(ICDDR.B) laboratory, the test
of a sample collected from a res-
idence at the city's Indira Road
detected the presence of 15000
faecal coliform per 100 ml. To-

See Page 12 Col 1

Decision on Khatib
likely next month

By Special Correspondent

The governing body of the
Islamic Foundation yesterday
took up the enquiry r ommittee

report on the incident at an
Eid-e-Miladunnabi "unction at
Baitul Mukarran: mosque

premises on June |7,

Because of the incident,
President Shahabuddin Ahmed
had left the function without
delivering his speech.

The governing body., how-
ever, decided to shelve for the
time being any decision on the
issue and on the fate of Khatib
of Baitul Mukarram Maulana

See Page 12 Col B

Petrobangla driller

murder: One held
By Staff Correspondent

Police were yet to find out
the motive behind the murder
of a senior driller of Petro
bangla, Hiralal Ghaura, who
was found dead at his office at
Lake Circus under Dhanmondi
thana in the city Monday

Meanwhile, police arrested
Sohrab, a senior driller, in
connection with the death of
Hiralal. He works in the same
office at Lake Circus

. each other blamin

Garment factory owners be-
longing to two factions flexed
their muscles and shouted at
each other yesterday before de-
ciding on some recommenda-
tions for resolving the GSP
problem. reports UNB.

At a general meeting of BG-
MEA on GSP issue, the feuding

roups al the height of their
renzy attempted to assault
opponents
for a move to destroy the
readymade garment industry.

Bangladesh Garment Manu-
facturers and Exporters Associ-
ation had called the meeting at
a city hotel to discuss the b-
lems relating to generalised
system of preference (GSP) fol-
lowing the threat of the Euro-
pean Union.

Soon after BGMEA President
Mostafa Golam Quddus finished
his opening Speech, a garment
factory owner accused associa-
tion's former chief Anisur
Rahman Sinha of trying to cre-
ate division among the MEA
members.

Uproar in BGMEA
meet on GSP i1ssue

The agitating owner alleged
that Sinha, by issuing a press
statement on Monday, made
“cheap” remarks on the GSP is-
sue and his statement created a
sharp division among the gen-
eral members of the BGMEA.

This sparked off an uproar
in the meeting. The situation
aggravated following some
comments made by Anisul Hagq,
the Managing Director of Mo-
hammadi Group, known as a
close aide of Sinha.

Supporters of the two groups
sgrang to their feet, shouted at
the top of their voice and came
closer as if to fight a battle.

The pandemonium contin-
ued for over 15 minutes until
Anisul Haq apologised for in-
terrupting the meeting. Earlier
attempts%m Quddus and Sinha
to pacify the agitators went in
vain.

“I'm very sorry for intern. t-
ing the meeting .... Let's figit
unitedly to resolve the GSP
problem,” said an embarrassed

See Page 12 Col 3

Rohingya repatriation

UNHCR won't pull

out of operation

By Reaz Ahmad

The United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) has not pulled out of
the process of Rohingya repa-
triation.

A top official at the UNHCR's
Dhaka office confirmed yester-
day that despite fund shortage
they have not withdrawn from
the repatriation operation.

Foreign Minist officials
also said that UNHCR did not
express its unwillingness to
c out the ration.
ar;yn En uhﬂﬂ;ﬂ reported on
Monday that UNHCR had ex-
pressed its unwillingness to
carry out the Rohingya repatri-
ation operation any more in
view of the deadlock in the
repatriation process.

A high official of the Foreign
Ministry told this correspon-
dent that it was "not at all a
deadlock situation” as Bangla-
desh is now waiting for Myan-
mar's response regarding
extension of time for the repa-

triation. The previous deadline
for completion of the repatria-
tion expired on August 15 last.
Another official told The
Daily Star that both Bangla-
desh's envoy in Yangoon .Ja-
hangir Saadat and Myanmar's
envoy in Dhaka Tint Lwin are
now trying to get a schedule
from the Myanmar authorities
for a high-level meeting be
tween the two countries in
b | n on the re issue.
alking to The Daily Star
yesterday, another UNHCR offi-
cial termed the report of the
English dally incorrect. "We
have fund crisis and may be we
will not be able to maintain our
services In two refugee camps in
Cox's Bazar for an indefinite
period. But, till now we are very

*wmueh a party in the process.”

she said requesting unanony-

rnit1!r.l
ough Bangladesh had ear-
lier t to complete the repa-

See Page 12.Col 3
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two BUET
students

From Our Correspondent

COX'S BAZAR, Aug 20:
Tragedy befell on two BUET
boys, on a study trip to this
beach town, as they got stuck in
quicksand today.

One body which could be re-
covered was that of Maruf Hos-
sain, 22, a third-year mechani-
cal engineering student. His
classmate, 25-year-old Mukit,
was still missing.

District officials were con-
ducting search till filing of this
story late evening.

They were part of a ﬁmup of |
50 students, all from the same
class at the mechanical engi-
department, Bangla-
desh University of Engineering
and Technology.

It all occurred at 6:30 in the
evening near the Laboni point
of the beach when they tried to
swim in the sea. |

Maruf was declared dead
doctors at Seaside Hospital,
where the body is now lying.

They were all staying in Par-
jatan's Pantha Nibas.

Feni BNP calls

dawn-to-dusk
hartal today

FENI, Aug 20: The BNP has
called for a dawn-to-dusk har-
tal in the district tomorrow, re-
ports UNB.

District BNP Joint Secretary
Joinal Abedin announced the
hartal at a press conference at
his residence here today
protesting police firing on Jubo
Dal leader Saifuddin Iran, ar-
rest of Iran and Pintu, and ter-
rorism by AL cadres in the®
town. .

On Tuesday night, a
man named gahagrhuddin}“ﬁ
beaten to death by some youths
on Kodolgazi road in the town.
Awami League claimed Bdhar
was its activist.

On the same night, JCD ac-
tivist Ayub Ali, 18. was seri-
ously injured when some uni-
dentified gunmen fired shots at
him at Birinchi in the town.

Four held for
dishonouring
“National Flag

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Aug 20: Police ar-
rested four people who allegedly
dishonoured the Natiunalc%‘lag
and were involved in anti-state
activities,

Police said the employees at
Deputy Commissioner's office,
identitied as Shamsul Alam
and Altaf Hossain, and two oth-
ers — Abdul Alim and Illias —
were charged with changing the
flag at the DC's office for the
last two days.

Alim and llias allegedly in-
scribed some Arabic sl s on
the flag, which the two employ-
ees flew atop the DC's office
building.

The Nazir at the DC office
filed a case with the Kotowali
thana.

11 senior police
officials await

transfer

By Staff Correspondent

The Ministry of Home Af-
fairs has prepared a list for
transfer of 11 senior police offi-
cials and sent it to the Prime
Minister's Office for her ap-
proval, official sources said.

According to the list, Anwar
Igbal, SP at the Police Head-
quarters, has been transferred
as Special Superintendent of
Police (SSP), SB, in Dhaka;
Ruhul Amin, SSP of SB, has
been posted as SP of Railway
police; Abdur Rouf, SP of Chit-
tagong and Anisur Rahman,
AlG at the Police Headquarters,
have replaced each others Sul-
tan Ahmed. DC of Dhaka
Metropolitan Police. has been
transferred to Narsingdi as SP
and Habibur Rahman, SP of
Bagerhat, has been posted as
SSP of CID in Dhaka.

Besides, Phani Bhushan
Chowdhury, SP of Nilphamari,
has been posted as SSP of CID
and Nazmul Huq, Additional
SP of Chitte}gnng. as 'current
charge SP’ of Nilphamari.

Shah Zaman Raj, SP of
Chuadanga, has been ted as
SP of Bagerhat and Mokhleshur
Rahman, Additional SP of
Dhaka, as ‘'current charge SP’ of
Chuadanga, the sources said.

Tk 10 cr project
to develop
Dhanmondi Lake

The Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) has taken up a Tk 10
crore project for the develop-
ment of Dhanmondi Lake and
its adjoining areas to help
maintain ecological balance, a
DCC press release said yester-
day, reports BSS,

The Dhanmondi Lake and
its adjoining areas will be de-
veloped to make it fit for pisci-
culture recreation and tourism,

. the release added.
‘I!ht

rn{m:ed project work
is expected to begin from March
next year.

Mayor of DCC Mohammad
Hanif has directed the engineer-
ing department of the corpora-
tion to complete the work
within the stipulated time.




