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Tk 446 cr project to remove |

city water-logging

The Executive Committee of
National Economic Council
(ECNEC) at a meeting yesterday
approved 14 projects involving
T]: 1841.96 crore, including a
foreign exchange component of
Taka 584.20 crore, reports BSS.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina presided over the meet-
ing at the NEC Bhaban in the
city.

The projects included a Tk
144.73 crore crop diversifica-
tion and intensification project
under which eflorts would be
made for income generation of
85.000 landless people and
marginal farmers. The other
objective is to enhance nutri-
tion quality through crop di-
ver%ﬂfatmn. od

¢ meeting appro a Tk
445.93 crore rlllﬁ']aﬂg Integrated
Flood Protection Project to re-
move water-1 ng problem of
the city thro construction of
storm sewerage system. Under
the project, massive digging and
reexcavation of canals and sew-
erage system would be done.

Intending Hayj;
pilgrims asked to
deposit house rent

The devotees who are will
to perform Hajj in 1998 under
overnment arrangement will
ave to deposit 16,000 to
schedule banks from August 20
to October 30 as house rent, re-
ports BSS.

The non-refundable deposit
will be subjected to adjustment
with Saudi rial. Religious Af-
fairs Ministry sources said yes-
terday.

The decision was taken at an
inter-ministerial meeting on
Hajj management 1998 with
State Minister for Religious
Affairs Maulana Nurul Islam in
the chair.

Religious Affairs Secretary,
Director General of Islamic
Foundation and high officials
of Biman Bangladesh Airlines
were present in the meeting.

The money can be deposited
in all branches of Sonali Bank,
Agrani Bank, Janata Bank, Ru-
ga]i Bank, Bangladesh Krishi

ank, Pubali Bank, Islami
Bank Bangladesh Ltd, Uttr
Bank, Al Baraka Bank, an
City Bank.

The expenditure of each
devotee who went Lo perform
Hajj under government man-
agement in 1997 was Tk 78,815,
but the amount may increase
next year due to devaluation of

Another Taka 93 28 crore
project was apipruved for the
construction of Ashuganj Na-
tional Gas Liquid (NGL) frac-
tionation plant. The project
aims at meeting the demand for
petroleum products through
Rmccssing the natural gas of

ailashtila natural gas field.
On commissioning, the plant
would ht:llp %duu: 8.560 met-
ric tons of LPG, 13,140 tons of
motor spirit and 14,600 tons of

highspeed diesel per year,
JCD stages sit-in

in front of DU
V(C'’s office

Leaders of the Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD) once again
warned of a nMssive agitation
programme if the Dhaka Uni-
versity authorities failed to
oust the 'identified’ terrorists
from the campus, reports UNB.

The JCD leaders were ad-
dressing a sit-in demonstration
in front of the Vice-Chancellor's
office yesterday protesting
recent police action at Ziaur
Rahman Hall and demanding
arrest of terrorists.

The JCD, student of op-

sition BNP. at a rally on

onday announced to stage the
sit-in programme for one-hour
at noon e day.

JCD president Shahiduddin
Chowdhury Annie, general sec-
retary Habib-un-Nabi Sohel
and leaders Monwar Hossain
Rana, Nasiruddin Osim, Sha-
habuddin Laltu, Monir Hossain
and Selimuzzaman Selim ad-
dressed the programme,

Transport strike in
Tangail-Mymensingh

road from today

TANGAIL, Aug 19: Transport
owners and workers called an
indefinite strike on Tangail-
Mymensingh highway from
tomorrow demanding immedi-
ate reconstruction of the high-
way, reports LINB.

7 killed

From page 1

Manu Mia, 30, and Sattar, 40.

Of the injured, 20 were
rushed to the Ganosasthya
Kendra Hospital, 10 admitted to
Savar Thana Health Complex
and 10 sent to different hospi-
tals in Dhaka.

The bodies were sent to
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal morgue.

Trade bodies worried

From page 1

the trade and industry to sort
the problems but most of those
remained unresolved due to
lack of inter-ministerial coor-
dination.

~_Tight monetary policy, lig-
uidity problems in the banks
arising from large scale bor-
rowings by the government and
the state-owned enterprises,
reluctance on the part of the
bank officials to take initia-
tives in the fear of corruption
charges have brought about a
near-stalemate in financing
new investments., On the other
hand, the widespread power
cuts, law and order situation,
extortion of money by local
. mastans have crippled the
morale of the existing indus-

Loadshedding

From page 1

cause of a fault in Tap changer.

Then on Sunday, a fault de-
veloped in the 132 KV under-
ground cable. Dhanmondi grid
receives supply from two under-

ound cables of about seven
lometres in length.

DESA said that work had
started at field level to locate
the fault. Besides, arrange-
ments h:;s been made to bring
experts ui nt to repair
the fault, E?Et Ii?:‘ﬂfmum Ekﬂ
about four weeks to ‘re-energise’
the transformer.

Because of the fault, only 50
mw of power is being supplied
from the other transformer.

Depression

From page 1

50 kph in gusts or squalls.
e sea will remain rough.

Maritime ports of Chit-
tagong, Cox's Bazar and Mongla
have been advised to hoist local
cautionary Signal Number
Three.

Under the influence of the
monsoon depression, the low-
lying areas of the coastal dis-
tricts of Satkhira, Khulna,
Bagerhat, Pirojpur, Borguna,
Patuakhali, Jhalokathi,
Barisal and their offshore is-
lands and chars may be inun-
dated by surge of 3-5 feet height
above no tide.

The low-lying areas of the
districts of Bhola, Luxmipur,
Chandpur, Feni, Noakhali,
Chit and Cox's Bazar and
their offshore islands and
chars may rience wind-
driven surge of 2-3 feet height
above normal tide.

All fishing boats and
trawlers over the north Bay
have been advised to remain in
shelter till further notice.

tries. There is till no indication
that the earlier assurance of the
Minister for Energy and Min-
eral Resources that there would
be no power shortage after
September, 1997. will come
true.

‘In the same way, even in-
dustries around the major
metropolitan cities continue to
fall victims of unchecked col-
lections by notorious elements
often having political affilia-
tions."

The statement said, trade
and indust?_ will now be sub-
jected to a high rate of freight
surcharge on the imports and
ex or c ' it-
fabong Port WRESYET AL Chit:
fortunate, as we repeatedly
stressed that Chittagong Port
must function efficiently, free
from political interferences
and unruly trade union ele-
mernts. Regrettably, time passed
without any visible action for
which the surcharge could not
be avoided. In such uncertain
conditions, the business com-
munity can not but feel demor-
alised.”

The statement however said
that it was still possible to
tackle several of the issues,
which have been threatening
the economic fundamentals
and destabilising the invest-
ment climate.

"There is no dearth of inter-
ests for investments both
amongst the local and foreign
investors. The government's
Bglicics are also recognised to

investment-supportive and
fiscal and other incentives are
acknowledged to be one of the
best in the region. The tragedy
is that for reasons not known,
the country's economic prob-
lems are not getting the priori-
ties they deserve. On economic
issues, things are tackled more
in a reactive manner than
through proactive initiatives.
On the other hand, there is
hardly any coordination be-
tween the government's fiscal
and monetary policies," it said.

Fuel price
From page 1

market rates.

"The price of petrol still re-
mains lower than that of the
neighbouring country,” the offi-

clarification sald justify-
Ing the price hike.

It said kerosene is an essen-
tial item used by low-income

oup while diesel is used in

8, truck, water vessel and
agriculture sector.

S0, the government has re-
fixed the prices of kerosene and
diesel at a much lower rate than
its bui;lng price, keeping in
mind the ple of low-income
group, the handout said.

JU employees
go on allout

strike from today

By JU Correspondent

Vice Chancellor (VC) of Ja-
hangirnagar University Prof
Amirul Islam Chowdhury has
called an emergency session of
the Syndicate at 11 am today as
the officers and employees of
the university begin an all out

strike.

Trmrt services will
come r the strike from to-
day following the failure of the
discussion between the univer-
sity authorities and the agitat-
lngdnﬂincru and employees yes-
terday.

The officers and employees
observed a three-hour token
strike from August 7 to 12 and
the on going 9-day strike began
from Sunday to meet their four-
point charter of demands in-
cluding change in office timing.

The officers and employees

ro two schedules for of-

ce timing but the authorities
did not accept any of the pro-
posals following discussions
with the JU Teachers' Associa-
tion, officials said.

Talking te The Daily Star.
JU VC Prof Amirul Islam
Chowdhury hoped that the
problems could be solved by to-
day and urged the employees
not to go for the transport
strike,

BNP calls hartal

From page 1
the decision 'bypassing the par-
flament’' which is scheduled to
go into session on August 30.

m Zia said this govern-
ment has not implemented any
of its election pledges but is do-
ing everything for the interests
of its foreign masters.

She also criticised the gov-
ernment for 'not implementing’
the pa{) commission report for
the public servants despite its
announcement and for ‘not yet
forming a wage commission' for
industrial workers,

“The country is bound to be a
bottomless basket again unless
the policies being pursued by
the present government are
given up.” she said adding, "It is
now trying to cling to power
with the help of terrorists.”

The BNP chief wamed: "Ter-
rorists wont succeed in protect-
ing them... We'll overthrow
them from power through a
massive movemnent."

Calling those in power 'be-
trayers she said, "Once they had
fled the country but this time
they won't be spared. They will
bf tried for betraying the peo-
ple.”

Chaired by Sechhyasebak
Dal chief Ahmed, the
meeting was also addressed by
Deputy Leader of the Opposition
in Jatiya Sangsad Prof A Q M
Badruddoza Choudhury, BNP
Secretary General Abdul Man-
nan Bhuiyan MP, Sadek Hos-
sain Khoka, MP. Amanullah
Aman MP and Fazlul Hag
Milon.

Mannan Bhuiyan demanded
immediate resignation of the
anernmenl and holding of
resh elections.

Earlier, Bhuiyan told a pub-
lic rally in front of the part
central office that protest ral-
lies would be held at the thanas
on iugust 22143.11{! at the districts
on August ainst the price
hike nﬁuel. o P

US. Asst Secy

From page 1

Meanwhile, the newly ap-
pointed US Ambassador to
Bangladesh, John Holzman, is
due to arrive in Dhaka on Au-
gust 28 to take up his new as-
signment.

Holzman was previously the
Deputy Chief of mission at the
}.JE embassy in Islamabad. Pak-
stan.

‘
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Biman employees protest

move to directly
recruit officers

By Masud Arif

The employees and workers
unions of Bangladesh Biman
have started demonstrating
against the management of the
airline in protest against its
move to directly recruit officers.

The protesters belonging to
the two unions, including the
CBA, have demanded of the

ement to stop the written
examinations for recruitment
to be held on August 23, Biman
sources said.

Leaders of the two unions —
Bangladesh Biman Employees
Union (BBEU), which is the
CBA, and Bangladesh Biman
Sramik Union (BBSU)} — had
met the Biman management
and put forward their demand.

e BBSU also submitted a
memorandum to the Managing
Director of Biman on Monday
and t out a procession at
the Balaka Bhaban, head office
of the airlines in the city.

A senior Biman official told
The D.';i'ly Star the airline has a
policy of recruiting 30 per cent
of first class officers directly
through competitive examina-
tions. But, over the last 10
years. it could not be done due to
protest from the CBA

"Biman is often facing prob-
lems as there is a shortage of

}ruuﬁeﬂﬁcicnt officers. There
ath of Salman

Three women
interrogated

Criminal Investigation De-
partment (CID) yesterday inter-
rogated three women about the
death of popular film star
Salman Shah, reports UNB.

Official sources said they
will interrogate industrialist
Aziz Mohammad Bhai today for
which a letter was issued to
him.

Of the three women, Sweety
and Yasmin Kamal resided on
the same floor of the multi-
storey Eskaton Plaza where
Salman had a flat while Ruby
lives in a nearby building.

They were separately inter-
rogated at the CID oflice.

Coaster hatch
workers gherao
Ctg Port office

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Aug 19: Sev-
eral thousand coaster hatch
workers gheraoed the Chit-
tagong Port office this morning
despite the decision of the port
ministry about distribution of
work. port sources said.

The gherao continued for few
hours and later it was with-
drawn after the agitating work-
ers held a meeting with port of-
ficials.

are a number of vacant posts at

entry level of first class officers

of the airline.” he said,
The management had de-

cided to hold the examinations
on August 23 for recruiting

about officers. "We are dis-
cussing the issue with both the

unions and trying to solve the

problem,” said a top official.
Early this year. the authori-

ties concerned had decided to

recruit bright and efficient
young men for the airline so

that the national flag carrier

could increase its efficiency in
the highly competitive interna-
tional aviation market.
Following the decision, Bi-
man management had invited

applications for the posts of
trainee officer. The candidates

must have at least three first
divisions/classes and no third
division /class, the advertise-
ment mentioned.

Khaleda leaves
for US Aug 24

By Staff Correspondent

. BNP chief and Leader of the
Opposition in the Jatiya
Sangsad Begum Khaleda Zia
leaves Dhaka on August 24 for
the United States. -

The position leader is
scheduled to attend the 11th
North American Bangladeshi
conference (o be held Augunt 29-
31 in Los Angeles as the chief
guest, party sources said.

Duﬂ% her week-long stay,
Begum Zia is expected to meet
the US Senators and her
members. She is due to return

home September 2,

Yasmin murder

F‘mrnpapi
said.
IJNB adds. They told the

court of Judge Abdul Matin that
SP Motalib ordered filing of a

UD case.

The SP also formed a three-
member golice enquiry com-
mittee and urged the Dina-

L;:Ir to form a judicial probe
Y to investigate the sensa-
tional case.

On the basis of the depart-
mental report, the SP sus-
pended the accused police staff
and arrested them under Sec-
tion 54. the defence counsels ar-
gued adding that the SP ordered
the police to recover the body
and perform its autopsy.
accusation tm Yasmin
was shown as a tute by the
SP is totally unfeunded. the
lawyers said.

ine people, eight of them
police and the rest a physician,
are facing the trial. The court
will resume tomorrow.

Bangabandhu murder

From page 1

uard Ganabhaban and Banga-
dhu's residence. The troops.
brought from Comilla, had
taken over duty on August 1,
1975, he said.

Cross-examination  of
Bashar by lawyers of the five
accused in custody was com-
pleted yesterday. The proceed-
ings of the court will resume
again at 10.30 am today.

“The command and control
of the Armed Forces broke
down on the day of the incident
and the forces of his battery

uarding the residence of
angabandhu were influenced
by those derailed officers on
that day,” Bashar told the court.

Khan Saifur Rahman,
lawyer of accused in custody
Farookur Rahman asked
Bashar if he was an eye witness
to the incident. He said that he
had visited the spot following
the incident and had seen the
alamats at the place of occur-
rence.

Sharfuddin Mukul, lawyer
of accused in custody Taherud-
din Thakur asked Bashar if he
could show any documentary

evidence that he was on duty in
Dhaka from August 14 to 17 in
1975. He said that he did not
have those with him at that
moment.

Rezzak Khan, the lawyer of
accused in custody Wahab
Joarder asked him if his wit-
ness was based on memories.
Bashar said that he told every-
thing from his memories.

Rezzak Khan who also ap-
peared on behalf of accused in
cust Shahriar Rashi

"asked him if he knew whether

Khandker Mushtaque Ahmed
handed over power to ASM
Sayem. At this. Bashar said, he
did not remember.

T™ Akbar, lav-zcr of accused
Muhiuddin asked Bashar
whether there was any written
document that he had taken
over the duty at Ganabhaban
and Bangabandhu's residence
from officer who was on duty
before him. He answered in the
negative.

He was asked by a defence
lawyer whether he knew about
any condolence message, sent
from India. following the Au-
gust 15 incident. Bashar an-
swered in the negative.

From page 1
sides, port charges have to be
reasonable.”

The ambassador said he is
visiting Mongla Port on August
24 and 25, accom ed by his
country's Consul General in
Calcutta, to see the port facili-
ties and discuss with the Port
authorities the costs and ware-
house arrangements.

"Initially, the transit of
goods and transportation to
and from Nepal would involve
multi-modal transportation in
the absence of road and rail line
over the Rupsha river and due to
lack of g and uninterrupted
surface links from Mongla to
Banglabandh."”

€ envoy said his country,
therefore, will look into the
possibility of transferring
goods from Mongla Port by wa-
terways upto Baghabari point
in Pabna. From there, the goods
will be transported by Nepalese
trucks through the transit
oints at Banglabandh on
angladesh side and Fulbari
point on the Indian side.

The ambassador also said
that the road from Tetulia to
Banglabandh at present cannot
take the load of trucks carrying
above five tons. "This is under-
standable since the roads were
not develo as it was not re-

uired in the [paat. If these are
eveloped in future it will help
Nepalese trucks of 10 tons and
other heavy load-c ng ve-
hicles to ply with transit cargo.”

The en said discussions

were on with Bangladesh offi-

Nepal eager to use Mongla

cials about customs matters
and the s:alingbgf transit cargo.
Exporters will be asked to seal
the cargo and this will not need
to be opened during passage.
The Bangladesh Customs can
put another seal on the con-
tainers at Mongla point or at
E;ajghahari point so that both

ety and security are ensured
and there is no pilferage of

S.

Lok Bahadur Shreshta felt
that if port and warehouse costs
were kept reasonable, it should
be more advantageous and eco-
nomic for Nepal to import
goods using Mongla Port in-
stead of Calcutta Port.

He said transport of goods
through Calcutta Port required
negotiating a longer stretch of
Indian highway by the road
transport operators. If Mongla
Port is used, although the dis-
tance will be almost the same
(around 1150 kilometres from
both Calcutta and Mongla). 50
per cent of the surface route
would be on Nepalese soil
thrqugh its 'east-west highway'.
He said the Nepalese truckin
industry has developed consid-
erably and it will be benefited
even further by ca cargo
from the Banglabandh-Fulbari
point instead of from Calcutta.

Lok Bahadur Shreshta said
Nepal felt that with increased
globalisation, Calcutta Port
which handles around two
crore 10 lakh metric tons of
cargo per year, will have to
handle more cargo, leading to
further port congestion and de-
lay. Mongla Port, therefore, was

Port

in a better position to facilitate
quick handling of cargo. He,
however, stressed that ware-
house facilities and port
charges had to be cost effective
and communication had to be
improved further to compete
with Calcutta.

The Nepalese envoy said the
new transit route would not
only facilitate the growth and
passage of Nepalese goods to
third countries but also help
trade with Bangladesh.

In this regard, he said that
earlier Birol (on Bangladesh
side) and Radhikapor (on In-
dian side) were used for trans-
portation of fertiliser and
newsprint from Bangladesh
and pulses from Nepal. But
there were always problems of
shortage of railway wagons and
consequent delays.

The envoy said he is "expect-
ing a date of transit passage
opening on September 1 or close
to that date. The Bangladesh
government is going ahead with
the modalities and the ar-
rangement for the use of tran-
sit.

There is no legal impedi-
ment as India had extended
transit rights to Nepal while
Bangladesh has an agreement
on transit with Nepal, signed as
early as in 1976.

e envoy said, "A formal
inaugural ceremony, with offi-
cials of Bangladesh and Nepal
attending it, would be held once
the date of the transit opening
with Nepal Lhruugh India is fi-
nally confirmed,
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H asina meets
AL idi
members

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina had an informal meet-
ing yesterday with the presid-
ijum members of Awami League
01 some important issues that
triggered controversy in the
country, reports UNB.

Meeting sources said price
hike of petroleum. loadshed-
ding ant?eagitaliun in Sylhet
division came up during the
meeting held at Ganobhaban in
the afternoon.

The Prime Minister was
learnt to have asked her party
stalwarts to explain to the peo-
le the reasons behind the en-
Rancﬂncnt of fuel prices.

Prime Minister Hasina in
likely to sit again with Lhe pre-

sidium today.

Flood 1n 5 dists of

greater Barisal

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL., Aug 19: The low-
lying areas in Barisal, Bhola.
halakathi, Patuakhali and
Barguna have been inundated
due to incessant rain today.
Several thousand acres of
land in low-lying areas of the
five districts went under water
and many houses were also
su

Demonstration

From page |
shaw drivers went on rampage
protesting increase in fuel
prices, witnesses and police
said.

Agitating transport workers
also put up barricades at vari-
ous places to oppose the move-
ment of vehicles, police said.

The barricades were raised
at Dewanhat, Tigerpass, Lal-
khan bazar, ouzderhat,
Oxygen Crossing and other ar-
eas, police said

e a%llaturu pelted brick
bats al police who were trying to
remove the barricades at differ-
ent places police said.

Police resorted to lath-
icharge to disperse the agita-
tors.

However, all the barricades
were removed before | pm. Few
transports were seen plying on
roads. Most of the autorick-
shaws and tempog stayed off the
roads in the port city witnesses
said.

Petrol pumps were closed in
the city till 12 noon. Those
started selling fuel after receiv-
ir:lg the new price list from the
oil companies, sources said.

Non-availability of fuel in
the morning also angered the
vehicle operators, sources said.

However, the long-distance
commuters were the worst af-
fected due to non-plying of ve-
hicle.

Activists of Bangladesh Is-
lami Chhatra Sena brought out
a procession in the city in
protest against the price in-
crease of fuel.

Rajuk approved
From page 1

"The diplomatic enclave is
situated in the vicinity but their
opinion was not sought. Neither
was there any consultation
with the cantonment authori-
ties who are nearby.” said a Ra-

juk official requesting anon-

ymity.

Indus Valley reminded the
Rajuk Chairman in a formal
letter written on August 9 that
the original deed was signed be-
tween Rajuk and Indus “so Ra-

juk should sort out all problems

related to the project — not the
Works Ministry,” said the offi-
cial quoting the letter.

Under Clause 45.2 of the Ra-

juk-Indus Valley agreement,

any conciliation or arbitration
between the parties would be
placed before the International
Centre for Settlement of In-

vestment Disputes (ICSID), the

United Nations Commission on
International Trade Law
(UNITRAL) or the Singapore In-
ternational Arbitration Centre.
Sources said the expenses in-
volved in these international

arbitrations were huge. "Who

will bear these expenses

e
or the government?” asked an
official.

‘Samples

6 injured as BCL,
outsiders clash

near IU campus

From Our Correspondent

i KUSHTIA, Aug 19: At least
S1X

Bangladesh Chhatra
a group of outsiders at Sheikh-
ara Bazar near the Islamic
niversity (IU) campus today,
police and witnesses said.
Some cocktails were ex-

and two rounds of bullets

red during the clash.
The clash erupted when a

grﬂugcnf armned outsiders chased
the BCL activists at Sheikhpara

Bazar at about 11 am.

The outsiders fled away as
the BCL activists made a
counter-chase.

Later. the BCL t out a

procession and held a rally at

c2'1733r§i1?1aiiirganj
BNP men
chargesheeted

SIRAJGAN.J, Aug 19: Twen-
tyseven leaders activists of
NP and its front or sations

have been chargesheeted in
connection with the ransacki
of an Awami Le e office here

in November, 1996, reports
UNB.

The accused included former
district BNP dent Advocate

Mokaddes Ali, general secre-
tary Humayun Islam Khan and
Krisak Dal president Saiful Is-
lam Shishir.

rsons were injured in a
clash between the activists of

and

Callforst..rilr;
at CU Sept9

From CU correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Aug 19: The
general students solidarity
council of Chittagong Univer-
sity today announ 20-da
agitation , includ-
mgada}r*mutﬂk:attheum-
versity on 9.

The leaders of the or -
tion at a press conference on the
campus announced the pro-

gramme de introduc-
tion of an acmmm calendar.

Magurchhara

From page 1
the site by f trees there.
The new site for the re-
lief well is about 1 metres
off the eastern side of the main
E::H, informed an official to-

}l".

If the situation does not de-
teriorate further and the new
location is found suitable, work
on the relief well would begin
soon, said the official. 1t would
take about ome and a half
months to seal the well.

Meanwhile, on the 14
kilometre bypass road from
Bhanugachh via Padmachhara-

Nurjahan Tea en to Sri-
rj gard o e
with an estimated ture
of Taka one crore 32 lakh, by
the Roads and Highways De-
partment. Construction of an-
other road has been planned
from Munshibazar to Sriman-
via Deorachhara at a cost of
aka one crore 40 lakh.

From page ]

possible on our part to monitor
standards of so many products
with such a r strength of
manpower.” He admitted that
BSTI is also responsible for
market monitoring of food and
other products but said, "We
alone are not responsible for its
implementation. There are
other government bodies which
should also help us check adul-
teration. If others do their du-
ties properly, | believe adulter-
ation can be reduced to a great
extent.”

He went on, "Whenever a
company manufacturing 'sub-
standard’ products is detected, it
is first asked to improve the
quality. If it fails to do so
within a specific period, it is
taken to court.”

“There are 130 items of vari-
ous categories which must ob-
tain BSTI ‘certificate marking’.
The violators often cannot eas-
ily be traced as they sometimes
use false addresses. So it is pos-
sible that some manufacturers
are using BSTI markings and
selling ‘sub-standard” food
items,” another official said.

Md Abul Faruk, IPH analyst,
said, "We are to ensure better
control of the manufacture and
sale of 107 types of food for hu-

of sweets

man consum as stated in
the Pure Food Ordinance, 1959."

i ﬁhﬂ: certificate against
only those samples which ar-
rive here. Th our sanitary
inspectors, on suspicion, can
collect samples for testing, we
cannot take someone to court or
seize products for produci
adulterated food items," Faru
added

The BSTI sets standards,
they should also ensure that it

is being followed properly. Oth-
erwise, the certificate
is useless, he out.

There are large scale -
tions from consumers that
products do not contain
labels théntioning contents of
the food items, manufacturer's
address and batch code number.
Besides, the products do not
contain specified materials.
Some consumers told this cor-
respondent that a few products
were found having fungus in
those, but had te.
‘“WF trust BSTI means
exist for main quality of
food items. 1 tairungm buy food
i labely Bt it vesly
e labels but they have
disappointed me as I found fun-
gus in one of the food items,”
said a consumer at Gulshan
market.
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