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BUP opinion poll

Most want exemplary punishment

As the incidence of rape in
the country has taken an
"alarming turn." people have
demanded exemplary punish
ment like life imprisonment,
and even capital punishment

for the rapists, reports UNDB.

Some 43 per cent respon-
dents in an opinion poll gave
opinion in favour of 'exempiary
punishment,’ 37 per cent for
death sentence and 18 per cent
for life-term. i

The nationwide survey was

conducted by the Bangladesh
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My SSC certificate, Dhaka Board,
Registration No 47559, Roll Dhaka
East 49654, Session 1981-82 lost.

— Khandkar Rezwan Afghan
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to rapists

Unnayan Parishad (BUP), a lo-
cal thinktank, recently amo
2. 197 people — both urban an
rural — in 60 districts. ;

According to  official
sources, the incidents of rape
increased 40 per cent this year
with as many as 500 cases
recorded with police throughout
the country in last seven
months The total figure of last
year (1996) was 679

Twenty-six per cent respon-
dents in the same study stated
that dowry-related wornen re-
pression was most serious and
predominant crime in our soci-
ety. Eighteen per cent said
'mugging’ while ‘extortion’ and
mastani came next.
mﬂvtrwhcltrung gﬁmajurit}r of

rusf:lundenta— per cent —-
opined that the existing anti-
do laws were inadequate
and should be strengthened fur-
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ther.

On a question whether

women should have equal sa
in birth-control measures, 8
per cent respondents replied in
the affirmative and 7 per cent
negative, while 14 per cent had
no opinion.

Ninety-six per cent of the re-
spondents were of the opinion
that the In; and its enlorce-
ment must strict against
those who h';ﬁ?‘:r women and
force particularly the young
girls to engage in prostitution.

The government should ex-
tend legal and administrative
assistance to the women fa
different types of problems on
the streets and in their work-
places, said 95 per cent people.

Some 8] per cent respon-
dents opined that women bet
half of the Fopullunn shoul
participate In national devel-
opment efforts as equal part-
ners alongside men. Five per
cent disagreed and 14 per cent
had no comment.

. §

{ IR0y -

uncertainty why net shift to safety?

Get your home, office,
factory, shop or

restaurant equipped with
mini Power Howse

SUZUKI
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SUZUKI & SAWAFUJI
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GENERATOR

SUZUKI & SAWAFUJI
-Power is Safety

Distributor

W

* They are compact light weight but
* Extremely powerful
* Low Noise

* Easy to operate...

UTTARA MOTORS LIMITED

39, Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka Phone: 95641634

Chittagong : 724957, 724402, Sylhet : 717782, Jessore: 4087, 7271
Bogra : 6360, Khulna : 725852, Rajshahi - 773741, 773682
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Jatiyo Ganotrantrik Party (JAGPA) activists cou
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rted arrest in the city yesterday protesting

the ban on meetings and rallies in and around the Baitul Mokarram National Mosque.
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Assurance in
Council auditorium.

Talk: A special talk of the Asiatic Society of
be held. Speaker: Prof Abu Ahmed, Econ

B: A daﬁlmg national worksho
edical

— Star photo

on 'Qualit

ucation' will be held. Venue: Britis
Bangladesh will

t. DU,

Topic: "Wnﬂclh Share Market: Recent Events and Future
l;t:?ecll . Venue: Soclety Seminar Room, 5, Old Secretariat

. Ramna. Time: 4:30 pm.
Freshers reception:

Club of Sheikh Borhanuddin Post

Science

raduate will host a

freshers reception. Venue: TSC auditorium, Dhaka University.

Time: 4:30 pm.
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tary Club of Dhaka Buriganga: e weekly

meeting will be held. Venue: Hotel

Sonargaon. Time: 5:30 pm.
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over four decades: BWDB

About thirty-five thousand
kilometres of embankment
were constructed or recon-
structed and more than thirty-
nine thousand km-long irriga-
tion and drain canals were
either freshly built or repaired
during the last four decades,
sources at Bangladesh Water
Development Board (BWDB)

said gul.aday. reports BSS.
' e water wing of erstwhile
EPWAPDA, renamed BWDB af-
ter the emergence of Bangla-
desh, has so far completed

investment projects. resulting
in the construction of 8515 km

‘f embankment, 3462 km .of -
rainage canal and. 4774 km of .

irrigation canal.- Under the
above investment projects, 4
barrages. 97 pump houses,
10,336 sluice/regulators, 1207
closures and 4498 bridges/
culverts were also constructed.

Besides, 26,376 km of em-
bankment were either con-
structed or reconstructed and
30,883 km of canals were built
or repaired under 4742 projects
of ‘food-for-work programme’,
spending 19.39 lakh tons of

eal.

Through its activities over
the years, the board has helped
in mitigating the affects of

flood and at the same time, con-
tributed to raising food produc-
tion in the country.

The board, which had taken

up 65 projects. including 57 in
investment category, durin
1996-97 with a tol.g r.:pendE

ture of Taka 860 crore, has fin-
ished all the 20 projects earlier
earmarked for completion
within the year. The sources
said the overall ormance of
the board during 1996-97 was
96 per cent of the target, which
is an increase of 16 per cent
over the previous year.

The rt.gtﬂs completed last
year tntg.u' ed 10-su E‘?ﬂj
under town protection river
embankment , coastal
embankment part C and pro-
tection work of GK pump pro-

In the current fiscal year, the
board has taken up 69 projects,
including 60 in investment cat-
egory with a total expenditure

Tk 915 crore.

Board sources said as a re-
sult of the completion of vari-
ous projects over the years, one
lakh hectare of coastal land
was reclaimed and irrigation
facilities extended to 11.3 lakh
hectare. This also helped make
40.84 lakh hectare flood-free.

HERE and THERE

DU Islamic
History Deptt

Islamic History and Culture
Department of Dhaka Univer-
sity held a condolence meeting
at the campus on Monday
commemorating the death of
Prof Shamsul Haq, reports
UNB.

Chairman of the department
Prof Aysha Begum presided
over the meeting addressed by
DU Treasurer Prof Shamsul
Haq, Arts Faculty Dean Prof
Aminul Islam, Prof PIS Musta-
fizur Rahman, Prof Habiba
Khatun, Prof M Yusuf and
Fakrul Ahsan.

Speakers focused on per-
sonal and professional life of
Prof Haq and prayed for salva-
tion of the departed soul and
expressed pathy to the be-
reaved f members.

Bangladesh
University
Parishad

The standing committee of
the Bangladesh University Pa-
rishad has strongly condemned
and ressed its concern over
the recent attack on the VC and
the Proctor of Dhaka Uni-

vcrsiiig, sald a press release sig-
ned Professor Igbal Mah-
mud, Chairman of the Parishad

and the VC of BUET.

The parishad has demanded
exemplary punishment of the
culprits. It also expressed hope
that the law enforcing author-
ity would prevent re-occurance
of such incidents in the future.

IUB

A three-week General En-
gﬁh course, or sed by IUB's
ension and Continuing Edu-
cation Centre (ECEC) and the
?: Centre has just con-
aluded. It was conducted by the
Director of the Language Centre
Dr Joyce | R Silva, says a press
release.

Kazi Kamrul Hoda, Char-
tered Accountant, distributed
certificates among the partici-
pants at a ceremony at [UB

on Sunday. President of
the university, Dr A Majeed
Khan, among others was pre-

} sent.

GCHTHSC

By Staff Correspondent

A meeting of the Greater
Chittagong Hill Tracts Hill Stu-
dent's Council (GCHTHSC) in
Dhaka formed a nine-rnember
convening committee with Pin-
tol Chakma and Ousaggya
Marma to conduct its organisa-
tional activities in the city,

According to a press release
of the council, the meeting
presided over by Dipti Shankar
Chakma, president of the Pa-
hari Chhatra Parishad, was ad-
dressed among others by San-
-:hcg;jﬂhakma. former president
of PCP. Ujjal Smrity Chakma.
Promeshawr Chakma, Sumita
Chakma, Milton Chakma, Elo-
ra Dewan, Maungsanu Marma
and Kahhlya Ching Marma.

Speaking on the occasion
they urged their supporters to
identify what they termed as
opportunists clique opposed to
the - 'uncompromising struggle’.
They also expressed doubts
about the peace agreement be-
tween the government and the
PCJSS. They also said they
would not accept any agreement
with any group without a con-
stitutional guarantee for the so-
lution of the CHT problems, ex-
pulsion of the ‘infiltrator ben-
galees', withdrawal of the army
and solution of the land rights.

Drik Picture Library

Eleven photographers and
picture librarians from Ban-
gladesh and Nepal will be

istributing their pictures to
the world after a four-day
workshop on international
photomarketing. The work-
shop, organised by Pathshala
(the teachin wing of Drik Pic-
ture Lihrarﬁ and the British
Council, Dhaka, was conducted
by Stephen Mayes, Group Cre-
ative Director of Getty Images
(London). the world's largest
supplier of photography, says a
press release.

"The hotographers of

adesh have much talent to
offer the world and it is impor-
tant to develop commercial
links with the global media, not
only to communicate about all
the amazing things that are

Lspponiig I thia county; but
also to earn revenue for
Bangladesh,” said Stephen at
the end of the course yesterday.
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Puja Udjapan
Parishad team
calls on President

A delegation of the a-
desh Puja Udjapan Paris led
by Justice Debesh Chandra

Bhattachariya, called on Presi-
dent Justice Shahabuddin Ah-

med at B bhaban erday,
reports BSS. Yoo
The members of the delega-
tion apprised the President of
fhe various problems of the
Hindu comm of the coun-
try and requested him to look
into the matters. They ted
out th;t theh:urmml n ap-
pointe the government to
consider repeal of the vested
act should be activated

and said that the problem
should be solved without affect-
ing the genuine interest of any

person.

They also appealed to the
President for taking steps to
us Insti-

reserve Hindu religio

tuttons of the country and to
celebrate Hindu festivals like
Janmastami and Durgapuja on
|tlt:hpntrnnl¢:. They pointed
out that in rw.:mmt services
including diplomatic assign-
ment representation of their
community is very poor,

The members opined that
the '72 constitution should be
revived with a view to ensuring
secular character of the state.

President Shahabuddin gave
them a patient hearing and as-

sured them that he would look
into these matters.

The members of the delega-
tion included Major General
(retd) Chittaranjan Datta BU,
Prof Lalitmohan Nath, Chitta
Ranjan Sarkar, Bashudeb
Dhar, Dr Nimchandra Bhow-
mik and Subrata Chowdhury.
Secretary to the Presidemt
Mubammad Enamul Hug was
present. |

More donations to
PM’s Relief Fund

Three more organisations
donated a total amount of Taka
11,33,621 to the Prime Minis-
ter's Relief Fund yesterday, re-

ports BSS.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina received a cheque for
Taka five lakh 27 thousand as
one day's salary of all officers
and employees of the depart-
ments and directorates under
the Food Ministry. She also re-
ceived five cheques for a total of
Taka 4.66,631 from all the de-
partments and directorates un-
der the Ministry of Finance.
Besides, members of the Chit-
tagong Club Ltd also handed
over a cheque for Taka one lakh
fifty thousand to the prime
minister,

While receiving the cheques
at her office, the prime minister
thanked the persons concerned
for their noble and good gesture
towards the distressed people.

Krishak League

public meeting
L3 , L |
1n N'gan;j
State Minister for Land Al-
haj Rashed Mosharraf said in
Narayanganj yesterday that the
historic six points programme
of the father of the nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman inspired the nation to
drive away the occupation

forces in the War of Liberation
in 1971, reports BSS.

He was addressing as chief
est at a public meeting at
hashara Chandmari, organ-
ised by Narayanganj District
Krishak League in observance
of National Mourning Day
marking the 22nd death an-
niversary of the father of the
nation Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman.
esided over by M Fazlul
Karim, president. Narayanganj
District Krishak League, the
meeting was addressed, among
others, ﬁy A K M Shamim Os-
man P, Emdadul Hogq
Bhuiyan MP, Abdul Matin
Prodhan, Harun-ar Rashid
Howlader and Mofizul Islam.
Paying
memory of Bangabandhu, the
state minister said, the father
of the nation suffered impris-
onment for the welfare of the
peasants and downtrodden peo-
ple of the country.

He recalled his long associa-
tion with Bangabandhu since
1962 and reminded the audience
how Bangabandhu revolted
against Zinnah, the founder of
Pakistan who tried to introduce
Urdu as state age in 1952.

Later, the minister offered
graveyard of
Monir Hossain and r Hos-
sain Pappu who were killed dur-
ing the non-co-operation move-
ment in 1996,

—

owing tribute to the '
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\Y Sajaa An Exclusive Restaurant

ing full range of Indian dishes. Also available
sOUTSIDE CATERING +TAKEAWAY o PARTY FACILITIES
House -10, South Avenue, Gulshan - 1, Dhaka -1212
Phone * 603507, 871684, Fax # 8802-888802

&\ Saina MOBILE RESTAURANT
IS NOW AT YOUR DOORSTEF
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*DOSA *RAJ KACHURI *MIXED CHAT * PAPRI CHAT
*CHOLA BATURA *DAHI VADA *EGG ROLL *CHICKEN ROLL
*BEEF ROLL *ICE CREAM ........ |
HOUSE # 10, SOUTH AVENUE, GULSHAN-1, DHAKA - 1212,
PHONE # 603507, 871684 FAX # 8802 - 838802
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