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Panic spreads in
Magurchhara
again as gas

leakage intensifies

From Igbal Siddiquee

SYLHET. Aug 19: Panic has

spread again in the Magurch-
hara area with further intensi-

fication of leakage through
lh"tnunﬁ‘nf around
the gas well for the last three

Occidental experts are ob-
the situation and have

't the situation serious.
With the deterioration of the
situation, Occidental officials

were eng in shifting its
mlpmm:ﬁn the second lo-
cation for digging the relief
well. The company is now

POt well, o pos for the

The new locations are owned
the Forest t and
tal has started c
See Page 12 Col 8

US Asst Secy of

State due Sept 10 | cumume mrw 7 N B TR 2 T T >

By Staff Correspondent

Carl Inder Furth, US Assis-
tant Secretary of State for
South Asia. is due to arrive in
thd.yh&m ber 10 on a

visit.

He will meet senior govern-
ment officials and also call on
the Prime Minister and the
Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament. acco to offi-
cial sources.

This is the first visit of the
US Assistant of State
since his appointment to the

w . He took over
Robin Raphel.
See Page 12 Col 3

PM calls on
President

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina met President Sha-
habuddin Ahmed at Banﬁghha-
ban last night. reports UNB.

She apprised the President
of certain ant decisions

by the Cabinet.

Samad
Mubammad

to the President
ul Huq were

;
SYW Tomato Ketchup
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Six top business bodies yes-
terday urged
'dispassmnatc]r review' the
economic and law and order
situations " prevailing in the
country and take n cor-
rective measures before the 'e-
conomic deterioration goes be-

control'.

In a joint statement yester-
day. the business bodies said
the country's macro-economic
fundamentals are under pres-
sure which has already threat-
ened investment climate, and
upset trade and industry. If the

possible to achieve this year's
envisaged growth rate, they
said.

The statement was issued by
Samson H Chowdhury, Presi-

the government to

trend continues, it will be im-

By Staff Correspondent

dent of Metropolitan Chamber
of Commerce and Industry,

ASM Quasem, President of

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, Mahbub Jamil,
President of Foreign Investors
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry, Mustafa Golam Quddus,
President of Bangladesh Gar-
ments Manufacturers and Ex-
porters Association, AQI
Chowdhury,

M Shahjahan, Chairman of
Bangladesh Textile Mills Asso-
ciation. .,

"The business community
can not but be seriously worried
over the overall situation and,
accordingly, urges upon the
government to immediately re-

view the reasons for liquidity

Chairman of
Bangladesh Cha Sangsad. and

DHAKA WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 20, 1997

Top trade bodies worried over economic situation

Govt urged to take
corrective measures

crisis in the banks. alarming
fall in the foreign exchange re-
serve, stalemate in the export

sector, manifold increase in the
ed goods in the
e prices of

arrival of smuggl
market, decline in
cash crops, lack of any mea-
sures to save the collapsing
stock market etc,” the state-
ment said. |

These problems, coupled

with energy scarcity and 'unbe-
lievable harassment' of busi-
ness people of all categories by
local mastans, make it increas-
ingly difficult to pursue normal
business and industrial activi-
ties, the business leaders said.
In the last few months, the
ministries of Commerce and
Industries worked closely with
See Page 12 Col 1
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due to price hike
in int’] market’

The government refixed
Fetmleum price as it incurred a

oss of about Tk 450 crore in the

last fiscal due to price hike in
the international market, re-
ports UNB.

In a clarification issued yes-
terday, the government said
Bangladesh Petroleum Corpo-
ration had incurred the loss as
it did not increase the price
even after the price hike of
petroleum in the international
market since July 1996.

The clarification came for
dispelling any confusion that
might be created in public mind
due to the increase in fuel price.

"It will not be possible for
the c ration to survive if the

| sale price of petroleum contin-

ues to remain lower than its
buying rate. The prices of fuel
have been refixed to make up
the loss,” according to the gov-
ernment clarification.

It said many countries, in-
cluding India, Thailand, Pak-
istan and the Philippines. had
increased the prices of fuel with

the increase in international
See Page 12 Col 2

"Fuel price refixed
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BNP

| By Staff Correspondent

BNP chief Begum Khaleda
Zia has announced that a dawn-
to-dusk hartal will be observed
across the country on August 24
if the government decision rais-
ing fuel price is not withdrawn

by August 23.

The Leader of the Opposition
in Jatiya Sangsad gave the ul-
timatum while addressing the
17th founding anniversary
function of Jatiyatabadi Sech-
hyasebak Dal at the Engineers

| Institution in the city yester-

day. She urged all political par-
ties, Islamic groups, profes-
sional bodies and members of
the public to
hartal, if the
cepted.

Begum Zia also called upon
all political and social forces to
launch an allout agitation to
oust the “"autocratic, bankrupt,

articipate in the
emand is not ac-

corrupt and betrayer” govern-
ment and save the country from
“total ruination.”

She blamed the government
for destroying the national
economy, industries and educa-
tion in a planned way and said
“it (government) can't be al-
lowed to stay in power any
more."”

The Opposition leader came
down heavily on the 14-month-

-old government of Prime Min-

ister Sheikh Hasina for the
“fuel price like, devaluation of
taka, deterioration of law and
order, terrorism, corruption,
nepotism and incompetence.”
Protesting the fuel price en-
hancement, the BNP chief said
it will destroy business, indus-
tries and agriculture and affect
the common man. She criti-
cised the government for taking
See Page 12 Col 3

Nepal would be looking for-
ward to importing all its goods
throu rt if the user
facilities, charges and road
communication network, re-
lated to transit, provided Htg
gnl-'t effective vis-a-vis Calcutta
ort.
This was stated by Lok Ba-
hadur Shreshta, Nepalese Am-
bassador in Dhaka, in an inter-
view with The Dally Star yes-

terday.
has made a for

Nepal request
receiving transit facilities from

Env

voy tells The Daily Star
Nepal eager to bring all imports
thru' Mongla Port

By M Anwarul Haq

Bangladesh through the
Banglabandh route for the
movement of Nepalese goods
from 1 govern-
ment is 1 to be going ahead
for establishing customs, im-
:nigrltlnn and warehouse facil-
ties.

The N s¢ envoy said that
last year his country imported
nearly 780,000 metric tons of
goods through Calcutta Port.

“This year, the estimated
volume of imports by Nepal
would be in the neigh
of one million metric tons. We

bourhood

Auto-rickshaws stayed off the city roads yesterday as drivers went on a strike ting increase in fuel
| th:!_p::in& ’IERE ufufui._ ____ —Btar photo Wil have an a

~ from yesterda

Barricades on roads, 100 vehicles damaged in Ctg

Fuel price hike sparks

The sudden enhancement of

fuel prices by upto 61 cent
protests by different quarters
including opposition political
parties and transport owners
and workers.

Auto-rickshaw owners and
workers went on a wildcat

strike in Dhaka and Chjttaigu
0 ﬁ.xrﬁ

protesting enhancement
prices.

BNP, Islami Shashantantro
Andolan left Democratic Front
and auto-rickshaw workers
unions staged demonstrations
protesting enhanced fuel prices.

Jatiya Party Chiel and Ja-
maat-e-Islami Ameer Prof Go-
lam Azam is separate state-
ments concern at the

prices saying it

Sl ey

are expecting that initlally we
port twungkl;h metric

a rt -
vided it is competitive and g:t

can im
tons through Mo

effective.”

Lok Bahadur Shreshta said.
to cater

lese
cargo if it was In a mﬂtﬁn to

h may

Banglades
to the entire bulk of Ne

do so."

Asked what are the require-
ments, the envoy said, "The
warehouse facilities and the
. road communication has to be
improved in the long run. Be-

See Page 12 Col 3

Audit House, 43, Kakrail Road, Dhaka-1000

NOTICE

It is hereby notified for information of all con-
cerned that three separate complaints cells have

been

at the office of the Controller General

of Accounts, Office of the Controller General
Defence Finance & Office of the Additional
. Director General (Finance), Bangladesh Railway,

respectively.
2. All concerned are r

equested to directly lodge
their specific complaints, if any, regarding

pay,

allowance, pension, provident fund, bill due for
construction or supply work etc. to the under-

mentioned officials:
(A) Controller

General

of Accounts,

Bangladesh, Office of the Controller
General of Accounts, CGA (formerly AGB)
Building (2nd floor), Segun Bagicha,

Dhaka-1000.

(B) Controller General Defence Finance, First
12-storey Govt Office Building (4th phase),
Segun Bagicha, Dhaka-1000.

(C) Additional Director General (Finance),
Bangladesh Railway, Rail Bhaban (4th
floor), Abdul Gani Road, Dhaka-1200.

In case the complaint lodged is not settled with-

in 10 (ten) days, it is requested to contact the

Deputy Auditor & Controller General of

Accounts (System), Office of the Auditor &

Controller General of Accounts, Audit House,

43, Kakrail Road, Dhaka-1000 or the Personal

Secretary of the Auditor & Controller General

of Accounts.

Mohammad Shafiul Alam
Deputy Auditor & Controller General

DFP-18627-18/8
G-2002

of Accounts (System)
Phone: 832595

Gulshan-Banani lake development

Rajuk approved project
violating original accord

By Staff Correspondent

Rajuk has approved Indus
Valley's Gulshan-Baridhara-
Banani Lake Development Pro-
ject on 220 acres of land violat-
ing the original agreement
signed on December 1 last year

According to documents ob-
Lained by The Daily Star, the
original agreement between Ra-
juk and Indus V was signed
on the basis of 1 acres of
land. But Rajuk ap the

' pmjzocl on January 21 this
on 220 acres without any tﬁlr

of rectification.

A Rajuk source confirmed
that officially 70 acres of land
was handed over to Indus Valley
for 75 years, in addition to the
150 acres stipulated in the orig-
inal eement.

Under the deed. Rajuk
handed over 150 acres of land to
Indus Valley, a Singapore-based
developer which took up the
project on a build-operate-

transfer (BOT) basis. Indus Val-

ley is to build a hug_‘?ampiex
s con-

consisting two 35-
dominiums,

service apartment. one 16-

stored condominium, a cultural

centre, school and club, 32 six-
teen-storied condominiums
and other facilities.

Serious
Raju:*:ddc th
emer and t government
formed a three-member com-
mittee to look into the matter.
The committee is now investi-

ting.

Neither Rajuk nor Indus Val-
ley sought permission from the
Civil
Bangladesh (CAAB) to build
highrise structures before or
after aPpruval of the
official source said it was a
must to obtain such authorisa-
tion from the CAAB.

See Page 12 col 6

l !}t"‘

one 22-storied

ural flaws in
with Indus Valley
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project. An
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over Bay

s = ra

The monsoon depression
over the north-west Bay and ad-

joining Orissa-West Bengal
coast moved slightly north
north-westwards last night, re-

ports UNB.
Acco to a bulletin of the
Storm Waming Centre, the de-

was centered at about
70 kms southwest of Mhulna
city and 440 kms south south-
west of Chittagong Port at 9 pin.
The ession is likely to
intensify further and move in a
north-northwesterly direction,
Maximum sustained wind
within 40 kms of the depression
centre is about 40kph. rising to
See Page 12 Col |

Yasmin did not
die in police
custody, court told

From Our Correspondent

RANGPUR, Aug 19: Argu-
ments in the Yasmin rnFe and
murder case continued for the
third day today in the court of
the District and Sessions Judge.

ynrn;r r of Dina-

Polic: su
jpur Abdul Motaleb is among
the accused who are facing

c under section 201(34) of
the Penal Code for allcg;d of-
fence of lapses in duty. damage

of "alamat”. concealment of
facts and attempting to divert
the case.

* Defence counsel Khandaker
Mahboob Hossain and Taleb
Ali who appeared for Motaleb
denied the prosecution allcFav
tion that Yasmin died in police

mm counse] said that the
accused police super never tried
:iu hide:mwanythln all‘lld did his

uty pr er hearing the
incident in the small hours of
August 24, 1995. His trial in the
case is most unfortunate, they

See Page 12 Col 5

sparked off

dverse eflect on

By Staff Correspondent

the economy.

The fuel price increase has
already resulted in an abrupt
increase of fares of auto-rick-
shaws and tempos in the city.

Fewer buses plied on the city
streets as the transport owners
and workers kept their vehicles
away protesting the price hike.
Owners and workers of a auto-
rickshaws and tempos staged
separate demonstrations in
front of the press club. They
threatened to go on an indefi-
nite strike from August 25 if the
enhanced prices are not with-
drawn by that time.

Rickshaw fares were also
higher than usual yesterday.
Several rickshawpullers told
The Daily Star that the rick-
shaw owners were insisting on
increasing their daily rent.

demonstrations

He urged the government to
withdraw the enhanced prices.

The Left Democratic Front
held a demonstration at Nur
Hossain Square in the city
where its leaders denounced the
government for raising fuel
gric:a by-passing Jatiya

ano Forum President Dr
Kamal Hossain and General
Secretary Saifuddin Ahmed
Manik in a joint statement ex-
pressed deep concern at the
abrupt fuel price hike by-pass-
ing Jatiya Sangsad at the
Sangsad.

Our Staff Correspondent re-
ported from Chittagong: Over
100 vehicles were damaged in
Chittagong city and its sur-
ruundin& areas as autorick-

ee Page 12 col 6
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2 PW-7 tells court -

e

Armed Forces' command

broke down on Aug

1575

By Staff Correspondent

Lt Col (LPR) Abul Bashar, the
seventh prosecution witness in
the bandhu murder cases,
told the Court of District and
Sessions Judge, Dhaka yester-
day that police took over the
charge of Bangabandhu's resi-
dence after the killings there on
August 15, 1975.

"Prior to the incident, police
was sible for the security
of l.lrlgt uacdand the military
guards were loyed to aug-
ment the alrcng:ﬁ.‘?ﬁcmidei .

Bashar was an Army Cap-
tain and commanding officer of
the treops that were on duty to

See Page 12 Col 4

WE HAVE HUGE READY STOCK OF |
ITALIAN CARRARA, PERLATO SICHIA |
BOTTICINO, INDIAN KESSWARI GREEN.
MALAYSIAN AND PAKISTANI MARBLE %
OF DIFFERENT TYPES. P

NIRMAN INTERNATIONAL LTD.
199, TEJGAON I/A. DHAKA.

TEL : 605957, 607363 SHOW ROOM : 861985

|4mw loadshedding
In Some city
areas for 4 weeks

By Staff Correspondent

The woes of consumers of
Dhaka Electricity Supply Au-
thority (DESA) in a numgcr of
areas in central Dhaka would
continue for four weeks from
tomorrow for repair of an un-
derground cable at Dhanmondi
grid station.

Apologising for the incon-
venience, DESA said in a
statement yesterday that there
would be 14 mw of |
in Siddikbazar, Bakshibazar,
Kazi Alauddin Road, Topkhana
Road, Segunbagicha, Green
Road, New and Old Elephant
Road, Sonargaon Road, Central
Road, New Market, Gauchia
Market, Azimpur and Kawran
Bazar areas till the fault is re-
paired du that period.

The trouble began when a
20/75 MVA transformer out of
the two-at Dhanmondi grid sta-
tion, supplying 100 mw of
power during peak hours, was

shut on August 13 midnight be-
See Page 12 Col 1

Dhaka’s entry
into IOR okayed

The proposal for inducting
B adesh in the Indian Ocean
Rim (IOR) has been endorsed by
all the 14 member-states, re-
ports UNB.

IOR was formally launched
in the name of Indian Ocean
Rim Regional Organisation
(IORRC] at a ministerial meet-
ing of the member countries in
Port Louis, the capital of Mau-

ritius, recently.

Bangladesh will become a
member of the intercontinental
organisation in its next minis-
terial meeting, Foreign Min-
istry sources here said.

All the 48 countries of the
Indian ocean region, ranging
from Malaysia to South Africa,
are eligible to become members
of the economic organisation
whose concept was develo
during President Nelson Man-
dela's visit to India in 1994.

7 killed, 40 hurt
in Savar bus

accident
ple were and-4D injured

as a passenger bus rammed a
roadside tree near National

Mausoleum en the Dhaka-
mha highway today, reports

Police and witnesses said the
Saturia-bound minibus from
Dhaka was crumpled as it
rammed a banyan tree after the
driver lost control at about 2

pm.

Four people died on the spot,
one on way to hos and two
others at Savar a Health

Complex.

Five of them were identified
as Mamun Hossain, 23, Samsu
Mistri, 40, Kalimuddin, 60,

See Page 12 Col 2

99

More than 50 per cent of food
and allied items marketed in
the country are adulterated, ac-
cording to Institute of Public
Health (IPH) officials.

In case of sweets, 99 les
out of every 100 are found adul-
terated while edible oil and
honey come next with 65 per
cent samples adulterated.

"Despite having the author
ity. B adesh Standard and
Testing Institute [BSTI) is not
monitoring the adulteration,
which is growing at an alarm-
Ing rate every year ' said one of

By Naimul Hagq

the officials.

"They are responsible for
fixing the standard of food
items, but should not sit idle
after testing the samples and
providing go-ahead for produc-
tion of the items. We have re-
ceived many allegations where
manufacturers, after obtaining
BSTI's permission, were pro-

ducing 'sub-standard’ ucts.
This way manufacturers are
cheating consumers using
BSTI's ‘certificate " he
added, '

the absence of prn;per

"In

the i

pc samples of sweets tested
by IPH adulterated

monitering, adulteration of
food aﬁnnot doubled since
¢. Manufacture
of sub-s ard products is
common because it can be sup-
plied at cheaper rates due to use
of low quality substances.
Cheaper the price, more the
sale. This concept is very true in
a country where average, wage
earners cannot afford expen-
sive food,” officials pointed out.

When the matter was
brought to the notice of a BSTI]
high official, he said, "It is not

See Page 12 Col 7
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