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Festering Wounds

We never thought the incident that day at the
Dhaka University, of a group of students attacking
the VC, could itself have an equal and opposite ver-
sion. If we can believe responsible and eminent
dailies of Dhaka, exactly that kind of a reverse
thing occurred in the Islamic University at Kushtia

on Sunday. It was allegedly the Vice-Chancellor
who did the attacking with a thirtyish group of
mercenaries and stormed into his long-locked up
office-room. This he had not been able to do for
consecutive 52 days because of ceaseless teacher
and student protest. That was not a wise thing for
the VC to do as, when receiving news of the VC's es-
capade, hundreds of students rushed to the scene,
chased the VC's hirelings out and even manhan-
dled the VC. He was put into his car, already bat-
tered by angry students, forced to sign a blank pa-
per saying he was resigning and asked to drive
straight to Dhaka.

It is in truth not at all that the situation has to
be clearly understood before fixing responsibilities
in the 52-day standstill at the IU and its ugly out-
come on Sunday. The fourth villain we can iden-
tify without much ado. The wound is a long-stand-
ing one — much more than 52 days old and the gov-
ernment has allowed it to happily fester to the pre-
sent state. If Dr Inamul Huq, the VC had not pre-
empted dire student action, the students by now
would have been well on their way to a fast unto
death satyagraha. The government has now ex-
pressed its desire to soon set up a probe into the al-
legations against the VC. Why now and not at least
a month back? If the government felt shy to re-
spond to a Students League-led anti-VC action,
why didn't it take the opportunity when the uni-
versity teachers association joined the action? 1U's
is the only case so far, perhaps where Chhatra
Shibir has joined hands with a BCL movement.
The government could respond to that and take the
situation in hand. With a government duly func-
tioning in the country and with the campus situa-
tion bring what it has been for long, no university
must go unmonitored even for a week.

about what has been plaguing the universities. All
of them. What's the bane of RU or CU? How is the
Agri-varsity of Mymensingh ailing and where? Or
the unsatisfactory goings-on in some of the private
universities. The question is what the supreme
control of this nation's education is doing in the
matter. They are allowing things to degenerate.
Why? Reason number one possibly is, they don't
know well about the role they must play in this and
they don't have either a total picture of what they
want our higher education to be like.

This wouldn't simply do.

_Stop this Haemorrhage

2. Patrobangla has.got a chink in its technical,
| monitoring .and.
some of its skilled top-brass to the lucre of jobs of-
fered by foreign oil and gas companies which are
still in an exploratory mould here though.

Given that the foreign companies are yet to pitch
their tents all over the potential blocks of hydro-
carbons, the loss of technical hands threatens to
snowball as an exodus and, apparently peevishly,
within our own frontiers.

But is it really so very exceptional an occur-
rence? Not quite, if one surveys the neighbouring
scenario: some prestigious government-run scien-
tific and research ﬂr%anisatinns in India are run-
ning dry of their skilled manpower being mopped
up frequently by foreign private companies with
hugely enticing salaries or benefits the former had
only dreamt of as life-time savings rather than a
month's take-home pay. On the one hand, the vital
segments of public sector are raising their levels of
job incentives to compare favourably with the pri-
vate corporate sector's offerings. On the other, the
private sector employers in India seem close to
making an upward revision in the existing salaries
and perks structure for the sake of retaining ex-
perts in the face of the pooling onslaught of giant
transnational conglomerates. Our dilemma is still
not as testing and complicated as India's lgiven our
not-quite-so blooming privatisation with foreign
capital; yet we hear the rumblings of a stormy exo-
dus already.

This comes at the most inopportune time. Our
gas and oil prospects have been attracting several
potential investors to the country, Whereas we
ought to have a thorough-bred institutional capac-
ity commensurate with such a bright outlook, we
are making a mess of whatever organisational
base we have got. Petrobangla as the nodal agency
for safeguarding the country's hydrocarbon inter-
ests has to bring to bear all ?'he monitoring and ne-
gntiatury skills it can manage to develop on the of-
ers made by foreign oil and gas companies in re-
sponse to our invitations to them.

Let there be rethinking and restructuring in
Petrobangla to make the organisation work with
some of the highly proficient people it still has by
retaining them with adequate remuneration.

W hither Flayed Tempers?

The truckers were in an ugly mood at Satrasta
intersection in Tejgaon day before yesterday en-
gaging policemen in violent duels wherever they
could along the stretch, on the Tongi Diversion
Road in particular. It was warlike situation The
Daily Star front-page photograph depicted on
Monday with smokes bellowing from tyres burnt
and tear-gas shells lobbed by the riot police.

Why, what went wrong between the two sides?
They must be credited with having learnt to live
with each other by a tenuous, if often, greased ar-
rangements of coexistence under stressful traffic-
related circumstances. The incidents reportedly
originated in some policemen's exacting cﬁmands
for gratification. A counter-vailing version for the
police was that they faced stiff resistance of truck-
ers when asking them to show they were operating
with valid documents.

Why should the truck drivers and workers feel
like holy cows, above any earthly criticism, and
beyond the normal reach of any regulatory swipe.
If the policemen have been incurably oppressive
with their insatiated appetite for tolls there must
be ways to drum sense into their ears.

All in all, the rowdy street scenes must be ad-
dressed, here and now.

We believe the education ministry knows all '

“dends such contacts will

negotiating armour from a loss of .| | 18 O !
" tually beneficial information '
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ID-AUGUST 1947, 50

years back was a his-

toric occasion for the
sub-continent. It was the end of
the British Raj. Two indepen-
dent countries were born. 'R:cy
became sovereign states. The
end of colonialism from the
world had begun. It was a mo-
mentous event. We were very
much part of that milestone de-
velopment. In mid-August
1947, we also thought to have
become part of the independent
soverei state of Pakistan.
With hopes and aspirations,
we were very much involved in
the struggle and sufferings for
achieving the independent na-
tionhood. Little did we realize
what was waltan for us.

If we go back to history, we
will find that it was the ,glua—
lims of Bengal who fought the
most for Pakistan. It may be
recalled that non-Muslim
League provincial legislatures
were dominating in Muslim
majority provinces of Punjab.
Sind and North West Frontier
Province, while Baluchistan
was too tribalized and back-
ward to take any meaningful
part in the struggle for Pak-
istan. It was us. the ple of
Bangladesh today, who had the
lead role in the freedom strug-
gle of the 1940s.

However, never in the his-
tory of human struggle for free-
dom and independence were the
dreams and aspirations shat-
tered so quickly.

Within a year only, the
struggle began for the most ba-
sic of all rights — the right to
the use of our own mother
tongue. There is no need to re-

at what began in 1948 which

years later, on 16 December
1971, led to the emergence of
our own true independence and
mvcrci%nt}n

The fateful event of mid-Au-
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gust, 50 years ago therefore
roved to be a fatal attraction —
eading to death, destruction
and agony with losses to count
and no gains to cherish. We
failed to realize at the time of
the birth of Pakistan that what
we were gaining in terms of the
demise of British colonialism
would be totally negated by a
new form of domination and
denial — a neo-colonialism of
an extraordina kind where
the n:-l]urﬂy had no access to
the real seat of power, authority
and resources,

The incredibly poor East
Pakistan generated rt sur-
plus in merchandise trade all
throughout 1950s which was
diverted to the western segment
of the munuiy Thro
and harmful policies, the raw
jute trade was ruined. The jute
mills were located in India
while 90 per cent of raw jute
was produced in East Bengal.
Pakistani rulers never cared
for the poor jute growers and
they were denied access to the
main market in India. As a re-

sult, India promoted jute culti-
vation and within a decade
emerged as a major raw jute

producer whi;:krau . un-
necessary if stan r-
sued correct trade l,mll
was most unfortunate that jute
farmers were sacrificed at the
alter of Indo-Pak conflicts. It
was a policy worst than the in-
digo glicy of the British since
number of growers involved
were too few com to mil-
lions of jute farmers of the
1950s.

We remained poor and back-
ward. Owur fate was worst than

ridden brains

any other part of the sub-conti-
nent. This was due to what
happened on the fateful mid-
August of 1947. The liberation
of Bangladesh after over two
decades of sufferings was an
event more significant today
than the end of the British Raj.
However, the fateful mid-
August keeps on lurking be-
hind. The enemies within can
be far more erous. For us,
mid-August seems to be fateful
for more than one reason. It is
the end of the month of Sravan
— the end of the major period of
rainfall in the country and we
know our fate if we should go
hungry or not for the rest of l%le

bandhu and his tamily which
tried to take away that same
freedom and independence for
the second time. In historical
terms, it is a fact that every rev-
olution is followed by a counter
revolution. August 15, 1975
was the day of that counter-
revolution. [t never succeeded.
Revolution of 1971 was tar-
nished beyond redemption.
Mid-August 1975 constituted
the day of the great national
tragedy and worst still is the
fact that we were able to observe
it in a befitting manner af-
ter 21 years of the event.
we must remain fully aware of
the after effects of that great na-
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Window on Asia

year (Thank God! We had good
rains during Sravan this year).
In mid-August, prices received
by farmers for jute determine
the fate of the annual cash in-
come of millions of rural fami-
lies of the country. The August
moon remains so deceptive,
shrouded by a veil of c . The
weather is hot, humid and sul-
try.
rjwu[:‘h:tsv:nrly, August could be a
cruel month and fateful mid-
August, the cruelest segment of
that cruel month. Two fateful
events which sealed our fate oc-
curred in mid-August. Birth of
Pakistan which never gave us

our inchmdcnctand reedom;
and, the killing of Banga-

—

tional tr i

The painful event of mid-
August 1975 established the
possibility of change of guards
through assassination. The

did occur . It is ex-
tremely painful but true that
the two leading political parties
of the country have so gravely
suffered from death through as-
sassination. Both parties
should therefore be united to
remain ever watchful. There
must never be third such na-
tional tragedy.

To get back to the fateful
mid-August, we should take
careful note of the timing of the
two mid-August events. A coin-
cidence? But truth is stranger

than fiction! The liberation of
Bangladesh was soaked in
bi . sweat and tears. The di-
vorce had a smell of death. The
event of mid- t 1947 was a
veritable disaster for us. In the
same mid-August, 28 years
later, there was a national

calamity.
Very appropriately, it is a
day national mo 1 -

reminds me of Eliot, The Waste-
land, except that was August for
us — not April: "August is the
cruelest month, Lilacs
out of the dead land, mixing
Memory and desire, stirring

Dull roots with rain.”
Vigilance is the best safe-

gua.n:' against conspiracy. The

exceedingly high aciru.u:mt:il-

August
ity perhaps provides the ideal
cordition for promotion of fun-
gus as well as

evil designs
mﬂtmtmn—m.imgn
fungus-ridden brains of the dis-

+|:\vri:ﬂtal:lf few. No doubt there are
strong forces nst Bangla-
desh. We are ?‘w:ir: of the ele-
ments in our society who are
not yet reconciled to the libera-
tion of adesh in 1971. On
the other hand, a hegemony
over Bangladesh is becoming
increasingly relevant. We are
living on top of a huge energy

cauldron. It is feasible to
transport natural to rest of
the world throu pipelines

plan]ncd for the future without
involvi sive liquid gas
lantu]:lg !{Ehc Iuclictllnn ng

gladesh as the gateway to
Bay of Bengal has also assumed
new importance. Our ports can
provide critical access to not
only the north-eastern parts of
the sub-continent but E:cyund
to Tibet, Yunan province and

other south-central parts of
China. The territories north of

adesh are vast and under-
populated. Their resource po-
tentials are yet to be fully as-
sessed.

The huge population of
Bangladesh can eventually, and
if politically feasible, move
northward for :mpwﬁlmt and
income. There can a sea
chan{}c on the "Roof of the
World". For developed and -
tal rich countries this wo
mean opportunities for invest-
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:Eed weaving might have
ed a ul
nation state was well estab-
lished in India. instead of the
weak Moghul Empire, and East
India Company remained a
trading firm although expand-
ing their volume of business..
History took a different turn
which was reversed only 200
years later although without
any advan to us.

The fateful mid-August has
taught us many cruel lessons.
Hope we remember them for the
future.

Bangladesh-Russia Relations and Lessons from Histo

NGLADESH and Russia

hare traditional bonds

nd historical ties which:

back to the Liberation War of
angladesh in 1971 when Rus-
sia extended its unqualified and
unstinted support to
Bangladesh. It also assisted
Bangladesh in its post-libera-
tion rehabilitation and recon-
struction and during the subse-
quent periods. Russia has
roved to be a trusted friend of
angladtsh, always ready to
stand by in the hour of need. In-
deed forging strategic alliance
and building enduring relations
with Russia has been one of the
main planks of Bangladesh's
foreign policy. The closer the
peoples of these two great na-
tions are drawn together,
through frequent cultural ex-
changes and extensive coopera-
tive efforts, the greater the divi-
yield
in terms of interchange of mu-

and ideas and learning from
each other's experience in vari-
ous fields like economic. social,
political and cultural.

Few foreign missions in
Bangladesh, perhaps, have been
culturally more active and con-
scious than the Russian one. As
a connoisseur of the arts and a
patron of culture, the Russian
embassy unveiled its cultural
centre in Dhaka in early ‘70s
which has turned into a cul-
tural hub and a centre for enter-
tainment and learninﬁ. A
highly popular venue for hold-
ing cultural events in Dhaka,
the place has become synony-
mous with the word ‘culture’ in
Bangladesh. In fulfillment of
its commitment to the promo-
tion of cultural links, the Cul-
tural Section of the Russian
embassy organises and sup-
ports numerous cultural and
educational programmes. These
programmes are designed not
nnll:lv to portray an authentic
and true view of the Russian art
and culture in Bangladesh but
also to build the cultural bridge
between the two nations by
highlighting the common ele-
ment in the heritage and ethos
of each nation. Russia has em-

loyed cultural diplomacy to
oster closer fraternal ties with
Bangladesh in a way no other
foreign missions have done
here.

The dramatic changes that
unfolded across Russia in re-
cent years have had far-reach-

by Amanullah Khan

Although the transition to the new system has given rise to m:e d!‘!'ltﬂmflﬂﬁﬂn and disruptions in

Russia causing a distressful experience for its citizens in a number of ways,
unavoidable and transitory phenomenon which the brave Russians are

ing consequences. The great
Russia was reborn with a new
image and vision through those
momentous and epoch-ma
events in its history. Glasnost,
or openness, and perestroika,
or fundamental, restructuri
breathed renewed life aﬁﬁ
vigour into its body politic,
acted as a catalyst for change
and paved the way for a total
break with the Lpa.m. Russia once
again demonsirated its great-
ness, courage and wisdom as a
nation when it accepted with
stoic resignation and equanim-
ity the inevitable and the inex-
orable verdict of history and
came to terms with the realities
of the situation. It*allowed the
political transformation to
take place largclyrraccfull
and redefined its borders in def-
erence to the principle of self-
determination necessitating
the minimum of intervention
and the least violent convul-
sions in the process of change.

Acknowledgine and recog-
nising the wi! of the ple as
the arbiter of its destiny was an
act of faith on Russia's part
rarely manifested by any na-
tion less so by a superpower.
Unfortunately, to this day.
contrary to international con-
vention, powerful nations with
military might show a pre-dis-

sition to resort to the use of
orce as a means of determining
national territories, settling
border disputes or annexing
territories ﬂelunging to other
states.

Although the transition to
the new system has given rise to
some destabilisation and dis-
ruptions in Russia causing a
distressful experience for its
citizens in a number of ways, it
is undoubtedly an unavoidable
and transitory phenomenon
which the brave Russians are
learning to live with. Russia
has the will, the spirit and re-
silience to overcome the ordeal
and emerge unscathed and
stronger from the travail
sooner than most sceptics are
disposed to think. Russia is en-
dowed with abundant natural
resources and vast potentials
and inhabited by a hardwork-

Ing, persevering and talented

people. It is a land of great op-
portunities and hrlgﬁt

5.
::tﬂuu who take a narrow

and rigid view of the Russian
history. hold that the Russia's
experiment in the recent past
with collectivism and social-
ism has been in vain, a totally
wasteful effort and a meaning-
less piece of episode signifying
nothing. However, before we sit
in judgment, we should set the
Russian scene against the back-
ground of a long-term histori-
cal perspective. A closer look at
the forces that unleashed the
Russian revolution would re-
veal that the révolution had a
definite purpose and a pre-des-
tined design in human history
and that the world civilisation
owes a great deal to what had
hap in Russia.

ith a bold, unique and full
blown experiment set in motion
and the empirical evidence
gathered from it, Russia became
a great human laboratory shap-
ing the present with pnwerfgi
portents for the future of
mankind. Socialism in action
revolutionised human thinking
and profoundly influenced the
course of recorded history. It set
the seal for a crucial stage in
human development and repre-
sented a giant step along the
long and bumpy road to the evo-
lutionary process.

Before the October 1917
Revolution in Russia the work-
ing class in general was subju-
gated and sup by owners
of capital. The interests of
workers were utterly neglected
with their condition deteriorat-
ing to a point where life became
almost an unbearable burden
for a vast majority. As a factor
of production and an adjunct to
the productive unit, labour was
grossly undervalued and rele-
gated in importance to other
considerations weighing with
the capitalist owners who
mostly exploited them to sat-
isfy their greed for wealth. The
Russian Revolution which grew
out of a historical necessity not
only brought about a radical
improvement in the living

conditions of the workers
leading to their em rrnent,
they also became through the
stale the real owners of mills,
factories and business estab-

lishments. The exploitation of

workers and the ﬁ:uu injustice
done to them by their capitalist
masters were abolished under
the socialist system. This had a
tremendous impact on societies
not practising socialism as a
state policy as the trade union
movement took root, gained in
strength and became wides-
pread changing the lot of the
workers for the better and

uaranteeing them'a dignified,

ecent and comfortable life
hitherte unknown and unimag-
inable.

Moreover, in direct response
to socialism the rigours and ex-
tremes of the capitalistic sys-
tem in i{s pristine form were
moderated and mitigated to a
considerable extent by incorpo-
rating into the system such
concepts as social welfare sys-
tem and social unrest and dis-
content from boiling over and
to ensure social justice and pro-
vide equal opportunity to all
the citizens as far as practica-
ble. Thus socialism's classic
role has been to put a restraint
on the unbridl mfensilg of
an acquisitive and all-grabbing
society that feeds its:l%run the
miseries of the poorer section
and makes fortune at the cost of
the toiling masses. Socialism
has lent a humane face to the
ugliness of the capitalist world
o with and driven by the
motives of profiteering and
windfalls. Russian Revolution
has brought the world nearer to
the long-cherished dream of
building a society founded on
fairness, equity and justice free
from all forms of exploitation
and oppression. It sought and
succeeded, to a great extent, in
delivering the struggling class
from the bondage of sub-
servience and ignominy.

We should draw appropriate
lessons from the Russian his-
tory to gain a wealth of wisdom,
erudition and maturity. Out of
the throes of the Russian Revo-

City roads
Sir, Your editorial on dam-

aged roads of Dhaka city has
drawn my attention. It is exper-

imentally proved that road can
get longer life if design specifi-
cation is really followed.
Maintenance is of two types:
periodic and preventive. Pre-
ventive maintenance can save
money and increase effective-
ness of roads. Sincerely check
list of road condition if not
routinely prepared then un-
scheduled E\ncIJ untimely works
cannot be avolded.

Repairing of city or town
roads at early interval is
Ferennla] problem. After one
engthy shower, a repaired road
loses its effectiveness and we
have to suffer. Time of repair
and unspecified works seem to
be main two culprits that give
us pains and help plunder tax
payers' money.

Properly constructed asphalt
surface treatments (repairin
mainly done in our country
have lasting and water proofing
effect of the base. of sur-
face treatment range from sin-
gle, light applications of fluid
asphalt to multiple surface
courses made up of alternate
applications of asphalt and ag-

egates. They all seal and add
ife to road surfaces but each
type has one or more special
purposes. Drainage problem
also will add in losing effec-
tiveness of road repair. Quality
control lies here and it is engi-
neering science if we cannot

—

accountiable,. then all efforts
will be in vain.

Bose Ashoke Kumar
House #413, Road #10
Block-B, C n R/A

Chittagong-4212.

Water dispute

Sir, The recently-held 1st
meeting of the lndn-ganglad:ah
Joint Rivers Commission in
seven years and the 32nd meet-
ing since the forum for consul-
tation on water-related matters
was set up between the two
countries in 1972, has politi-
cally and technically proved
and confirmed that the historic
30-year Ganges Water treaty be-
tween Bangladesh and India
signed in New Delhi in Decem-
ber 1996 has taken a 'U' turn.
India has failed to implement
the provisions of the so-called
historic treaty which is practi-
cally good for nothing,
Bangladesh's rightful share of
the Ganges water fully depends
on the whims of the New Delhi
leaders and everything is yet to
be decided the Joint Rivers
Commission in the future.

We wonder why the Indian
Water Resources Minister and
Bangladesh Water Resources
Minister have failed to prove
their wisdom, efficiency and
sincerity to do away with the
bottlenecks in the implementa-
tion of the Ganges Water treaty

which was signed in December
1996 long after 24 years at the
cost of untold sufferings of mil-

lions of people of Bangladesh.

Where does Bangladesh stand
today? Why don't we go to UN
without further delay for the
peaceful solution of our life and
death ‘the Ganges water’ —
problem?

O H Kabir
6, Hare Street,
Wari, Dhaka-1203.

Source of terrorism

Sir, We the common people
are observing that our home
minister has accomplished
some works apprehending sev-
eral infamous terrorists like
Sweden Aslam and Bikash. Mr
Home Minister, you know very
well that such type of apprehen-
sion will never root out terror-
ism from our moth-eaten soci-
ety. It is easy to arrest a terror-
ist but not his godfather. Be-
cause these godfathers are ap-
parently out of your reach.

After having arrested Aslam
and Bikash they have divulged
such godfathers who are poten-
tial political leaders, elite and
businessmen by profession. So,
instead of concentrating on un-
necessary arrest your have to
invade the source of terrorism
(nourishing fathers) which is

tough but not impossible. It is
you who have to unmask the
rogues. Without eradicating
these demons, our society can-
not be mastan-free. So our
earnest appeal to you that by
arresting the nourishing fa-
thers of terrorists, try to con-
vince the people that a neutral
home minister has appeared in
Bangladesh and is working neu-
trally.

Palash
509, Zia Hall
Dhaka University.

Garbage problem in
Khulna city

Sir, It is a matter to worry
that heaped up garbage, scat-
tered on roads and streets in
Khulna city, is making the en-
vironment polluted. unhygienic
and unpleasant day by day.
There are not enough dustbins,
garbage-removing equipments
and vehicles, and necessary
personnel in Khulna City Cor-
poration. The activities of
arbage removal are run in the
ay time instead of night. Hun-
dreds of passers-by in the broad
day light have to come at a con-
tact distance with the vehicles.
carrying garbage almost every-

day

Refat Ali Khondakar
15, Bagmara Main
Khulna

Road,

it is undoubtedly an
learning to live with.

lution, a new breed of
was born inspired with a flery
imagination in search of a
dream. Russia's rich and varied
experience during the post-rev-
olution period provides a rare

and fascinating insight into the

complex nature of human be-
haviour.

Over the centuries, Russia
has played a leading role in the
world stage and made a re-
markable contribution to the
heritage of mankind enriching
the world cultural repository.
The pageantry and the kaleido-

rsorns

scopic variety of the Russian
history with its intrigues and
drama have lent a unique
flavour, colour and grandeur to
the panorama of tumultuous
world history. As our civilisa-
tion marches ahead trium-
"phantly and steps into the next
millennium with its new
challenges. Russia will no doubt
be in the v adding ever
ncwchagteritnﬂlceplcﬁm‘yaf
mankind. Set to emerge as a
major player in international
events, is destined to be a
moving force in the era that
awaits us.

The article is an ab
version of an address delivered
by the author at the installa-
tion ceremony ﬂi Volga Club at
the Russian C gllg Centre re-
cently.
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Development of Human

Resources 1n Bangladesh
K B Ahmed

The only skilled manpower
in Bangladesh are the farmers
who are trained by TRADITION
and EXPERIENCE. They have
been the backbone of the econ-
omy and any difficulty they
face affects the GDP/GNP; and
as yet no attempt has been made
to facilitate these very impor-
tant work forces with access to
capital, technology, marketing
know-how or training to grow
any management expertise. A
very large scope is available to
introduce a programme for the
development of human re-
sources in the farming commu-
nity alongside the thrust given
to the Rural Development Pro-
grammes. The Rural Dev:lgp-
ment Programmes mainly de-
signed to introduce alternative
and complementary sources of
income to the main farming ac-
tivity. As such, no proper con-
sideration has been success-
fully given to the development
of the main skills of farming.

The industrial work forces
are not given any formal or
skill training. They begin with
on-the-job-tainting and
progress sometimes by dint of
their latent talent, but mostly
by patronage.

As such during large-scale
redundancies and/or failures in
any sector leave the work forces
in the lurch. There is no facility
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English Medium Schools

A Guardian

The English medium schools
seem to be highly popular in
our developing society, in a
global environment where En-
glish has become practically the
single global language for inter-
national communication. Such
schools are mushrooming faster
than mosquitoes, devoid of reg-
ulation and control, as pointed
out by Ms Yasmeen Musrshid
in her well drafted commentary
(DS. Aug 1).

She has considerable experi-
ence in the field, and her obser-
vations should spur the gov-
ernment to set into motion
pl;:;})er survey, monitoring, and
Code mechanisms to get a grip
on the sad state of affairs in
this burgeoning private sector.
Besides the quality of teaching,
the exploitative factor has crept
in. One sould get one's money's
worth, regardless of the free
market competition.

English medium education
today is a reality, and it has to
be absorbed into the main-
stream of formal education
(today it is practically without
maa-baap). to stand the test of
time for at least the next 10
years (the prospective investors
need to study the rules of the
game)] Ms Murshid has made a
number of valuable and practi-
cal suggestions to generate

4 -

for re-training of skill or job
switching. The culture of man-
agement by patronage in em-
ploying always results in the
employment of kins without
skiﬂ than engaging a skilled
worker.

Entrepreneurs have no skill
either. ement as a con-
cept and as a science has not
been beyond the realm
of formal education. As such
academic qualification has not
yet offered any reward.

However, a pool of hu-
man hands are available unuti-
lized in the country. Many are

ng to migrate or get em-

oyment elsewhere, where they
can learn some skill or get an
nﬁlpnrtunity to enhance their
skills. This has become the se-
cure source for personal bet-
terment and coincidentally
boost the national coffers.

There is a great opportunity
to develop human resources in
Bangladesh. Primarily by ar-
ranging to give vocational
skills to export manpower to
overseas. Secondly offer skill-
training for industrial work-
forces and lastly by offering
management training to the
roung entrepreneurs and mid-
evel management personnel
with both public and private
employers.

enougn interest in the public
sector to legitimise this type of
education in the country. The
Education Department might be
inadequate to monitor and reg-
ulate this sector without an En-
glish wing for day-to-day liai-
son.

As the guardian of a son ed-
ucated first abroad in the Prl-
mary stage in the English
medium, and then in Dhaka
(the secondary stage). it is felt
that the students need to be
motivated sufficiently through
the integrated syllabi t¢ main-
tain the national identity and
develop attachment to their
motherland (cultural roots).
even :l!'ltr lhehi?’]hl uent

hase of terti er educa-
ﬂnn abroad [f:? those who ¢an
afford it). In the global village of
today. it is a greater challenge
to the local teachers to deal
with the changing cultural |
mores. The stance cultivated
and developed in such local
schools are subconsciously
carried forward into the local
private universities (which few |
can afford)

This is the right time to
tackle the English-medium ed-
ucation in the country. along
with the pro national edu-
cational reforms. now in the

drafting stage




