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Arafat warns to give up progress
under Oslo peace accords

NABLUS, West Bank, Aug 17:
Rejecting Israeli demands for
more ni:urltf cooperation,
Palestinian leader Yasser

Arafat said his people would
' made

rather up progress

unde:rlﬂ.lﬁi'iﬂﬂnpcac:w
cords than knuckle under to Is-
raeli economic pressure, re-

ports AP.
Palestinian official

A to
also the Palestinians are

considering a boycott of Israeli

goducln as a counter-measure
Israeli economic sanctions.

Arafat told a gathering of
PﬂuHNmmlxﬁtcﬂmtuﬂ;‘ :nd
journalists ablus on Satur-
day that Israel's economic sanc-
tions are a declaration of war
"in order to humiliate the
Palestinian people, starve the
Pllﬂﬂnhn _people and make

'Thiu Palestinian people
Illlmtkneeltulnmhut
God.” he said. "This siege will
not break us.”

Arafat warned that Pales-
tinians were to return
to the of the years

Dramatic twist of ME events

prior to the signing of the Oslo
accords.

P
locking 100,000 Palestinian
rkers from reaching their

lﬂ'l:l:l also to%exl

s an
estimated dirs p'inn in
Palestinian tax revenues to the

Palestinian Authority,
it difficult for Arafat to

his government’s payroll.

Arafat uiog Saturday the
su ts was
‘lhgnciﬁurth " and c{:
manded that the sanctions
lifted unconditi

Arafat's euummln adviser
Khaled Islam said the Pales-
tinians are considering a
cott of Israeli products urﬂbgu
the sanctions are lifted.

“The idea is to gradually
dmtlul’alutummarketm

B mjgh

Ranariddh leaves for Manila:

Cambodia's Prince Norodom Ranariddh left yesterday for

Manila as part of an international drive for su against
second Prime Minister Hun who ousted him power in
Phnom Penh six weeks ago, reports from

Prince Ranariddh was scheduled to meet Presi-
dent Fidel Ramos on Monday, aides said. in declined
to talk to before departure, but said he would meet the
press in Manila.

2killedasbld§*col]apsesmﬂanhaym

mﬂ‘m

others were injured when a six-story
collapsed. police said Eﬂmdly AP reports fmm

— two children and three women — were rescued

Eﬂrz ters from a huge

;8!..,?&

Okinawa as a
thc subtropical island on Sunday

chunk of concrete rubble. Police are
tlr!g the cause of the collapse around midnight on

hoon lashes Okmawa.
tmr and sea

has been interrupted, uldthnumdnufpuwu'

flﬂum-hnwbem

Winnie, the season's 13th typhoon, was

to 162 kilometers (100 miles) per
tl'u: island by Stmda
was located ahout l
Japan's Meteoro

. AP says from Naha.
winds of up
hour, was to hit
tAuufllnm[DzDDG the storm

metres (99 miles) southeast of Naha,
said. The

typhoon was moving

tutlwweatntﬂﬂ nm:tre: 12.4 miles) per hour, the agency

erl:i]ls2mCanada.nmmme

Un!ted States was mauled to dﬂaﬂﬂd{ bear in a remote

S

17 N

Canadian Mounted Police said Raymond

wntchcd"’

!utchmﬁﬂof

Fm'l Nelson, British Columbia, was killed while to
McConnell. Kitchen is believed to have been mﬂﬁmﬂﬂ mcad““
hunter who was fnmﬂlarmththe habits of bears.

Rebels
on Sat

© in thr.- northern town of

B
gdmiu lm n?% to

mrdmplmned:hcmmm local media reported,

AFP

About 50 guerlﬂll members of the Revolu Armed
Forces of Colombia (FARC), entered the town mﬂom
(215 miles) north of the capital and urged

the scheduled munici

Aug 17: When Sri
Lank:n Pr:-idmt Chmdrika

ethzﬂc t her gﬂvem
ment m:rks its annivcnary
ing Tamil lcpurm
atist -

e Comersimnet

esident K :
I Lokl umaratunga t:
the rebel Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) as she
formed a cabinet on August 19,
1994 but since then they have
only ﬂed further apart as

The guerillas initially

agreed to talk. Kumaratu
went on to win a wh nga

per cent of the ar mtc at
presidential elections less than
three months later with a m

date to push her
However, mnm

Chandnka shﬂ ﬁzr apart from her promised ethnic peace plan

ections. More than 200
between rebels and

s
residents to boycott
lehaw:

. miuth: that security coo

- against ﬁvemmmt troops in
. Brazzavi lirnemiydunp:.

was burnt by
tivists led
minister

e

tinue to fight the

Israeli products,” he told re-

porters. “They cannot sell their
products in our markets while
we do not receive the revenue
from taxes levied on them."

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
Jamin Netanyahu has said the
sanctions will not be lifted until
Arafat takes tough action
against Islamic militants, who
Israeli authorities believed are
responsible for the July 30
bombing.

After four days of intensive
nhuttli between Arafat and
Dﬂ u this week, US envoy

Ross returned to Wash-

gton, saying he was opti-
ra-
tion between Israel and the
Palestinians had been restored
and that Netanyahu would soon
lift the sanctions.

But so far there has been lit-
tle movement from either side.

Palestinian police did coop-
erate with I forces on Sat-
urday to find the of a Is-
raeli taxi driver in Palestinian-
controlled Jericho. Palestinian

police arrut;gd three men, who
were senien to |
terms later in the &m}g tgr !?]l'l

nla{ln
eli officials — including
Public Security Minister Avig-
dor Kahalani — praised the co-
operation of the: Palestinians
and Arafat called it an example
of how the peace accords were
wurkin%

But Netanyahu z:j:okcuman
David Bar- Illan said catching
three armed robbers was "not

the in-
frastructure of the rist or-
ganisatons."

During his speech Saturday,
Arafat recalled the Palestinian
upri in the West Bank and
Gaza S between 1987 and
1993 and Lm:l‘: siege of Beirut
in 1982.

The Palestinians broke off
security coordination with Is-
rael in March, when Israel
broke ground for the contro-
versial Har Homa housing
ject for Jews in east Jeru
where the Palestinians hope to
establish a capital.

the same as des

Internatlon al

14

Prime Mm:ster Inder Kunmr ﬂu_]r11 (I‘l greets lndla s new Vice-President Knshna Kant in

New Delhi Saturday. Kant is the joint candidate of Gujral's United Front government and

the Conigress (I) Party, which is the power behind the minority coalition. - AFP/UNB photo |

Hun Sen forces close in on

last royalist stronghold

P'ONG VILLAGE, Cambodia,
Auizlt?; Backed by artillery and
forces of Cambodian
strongman Hun Sen pushed to
withln seven kilometres (four
miles) of the last stronghold of
royalist resistance Sunday, re-
ports AP.

Soldiers at this front-line
position said they had been or-
dered to seize within three days
O'Smach, a border enclave to
which more than 15,000 resis-
tance fighters and civilians
have fled.

Troops said a major offen-
sive was also being planned

against Anlong Veng, thc last
bastion of hard::ure Khmer

mﬁ.& nm.l}d not be confirmed
by other sources.

Villages along Highway 68,
the main route towards O'S-
mach, have fallen like domi-
noes to Hun Sen's forces despite
artillery fire from the royalists
and a multitude of homemade

mines and booby traps.

Soldiers and civilians loyal
to ousted First Premier Princ:
Norodom Ranariddh fled Ph-
nom Penh and other areas of
lh: country, with a number

nf no intn thja wm

ing Thaﬂand The prince was
5-

df%!!ﬂ Mymu

6 Second Premier Hun

wit hom he had shared
power.

Thai authorities have strung
barbed wire along the frontier
opposite O'Smach to prevent a
stam out of Cambud.ta by
the thousands. But Thalland
has sajd it would grant tempo-

asylum to unarmed Cam-
ans whose lives were in

gn' Saturday, s

shelling around O'Smach from
Hun Sen sent hundreds
of civilians rushing in panic
toward the barbed wirr. frontier.
Families have loaded up
wooden carts with belongings
in preparation for a rapid exo-

poradic

joined the

dus into Thailand.
Thai Border Patrol Police
Officer:s say that some 600

Khmer Rouge guerrillas from
Anlo : kilometres (35
miles ) east ul‘ O'Smach, had

l fighters. The
clandesstine uge radio
statior: said Fridaj,r It had
formed a joint military com-
mand with Ranariddh.

Anlong Veng has served as
the h uarters of the now
tered and much weakened
Rouge, who terrorised
Cambaodia in the mid-1970s.
The: Khmer Rouge at Anlong
last month claimed they
had sentenced their onetime
notorious leader Pol Pot to life
I:ﬁlpﬂ:mnut]n;nt and announced
they 'wo t inst Hun
Sen's T:g;imeﬂgh -
De=spite the success of Hun
Sen's troops the campaign in

norttiern Cambodia has been
tough going. Hun Sen last
Thur sday O'Smach cap-

tured) wlthin a day.

Kabila offers to
mediate in
C..Ol.lgo CrisisS

NS £ 17. Laurent
Kﬂa, t of the Demo-
cratic ublic of Congo, of-
fered Saturday to mediate in the
crisis in bouring Congo
after brief s with his Con-
golese coun art Pascal Lis-
souba,

Lissouba arrived earlier in
the day on an unannounced
visit and left six hours later af-
ter a short meeti with the
leader of the former re.

Kabila announced on state
radio later that he was
to receive Lissouba's rival, De-
nis Sessou N , whose mili-
tia forces have been pitted

=

m mmhmg

with the essential commodities,

electricity and fuel go

ra

ruling People's Alliance to
them

despite promises by the

Meﬂadmmﬂ

tion ac-

:lcllltlng costs, the
government says it is deter-

mlncd to militartly neutralise
the LTTE before i

ting
a political solution to the eth-
nic conflict.

Minister Peiris who is also
the junior finance minister
said the gov:rnmcnt will con-
LTTE unless it

— |

Worldwatch Institute

'Worlgi_ Jaces incireasing food
- shortage, water scarc:ty,
foodgrain prices’

WASHINGTON. Aug 17: The

world I'ncen increasing food-
grain < and
water ltnn:lty mhm

to worsen unless drastic steps
are taken, says Worldwatch In-
stitute, a non-governmental
think tank, PTI1.

Unless steps are taken soon
to reverse the trends and make
them environmentally sus-

lainlhlc the u
mﬂnrm E’O .

ln.lututl: wl'.lo has nuthumd a
new report on the su

The deterioration of the
Ell'lhl ecosystem, he said, is

h in world food
ﬁlondudngthe ninetees

nnd ushering Iin an era of
scarcity.

After a half centu of
falling grain ., the
cent rise In world of

wheat over the last three years
Kﬂmﬂlmerlufﬂdng

Chinn lntl out as India and

MOore prosperous,

they will demand more meat.

, and
ainl.

Moreover, the building off
roads, factories and houses will
at the same time result in re-
duced to grow food. No
new breakthroughs like the
green revolution are on the
cards. At the most. researc:h
a few years' re-

food for I heir
nmluumhnld their gov-

H: rm.mt“tnlh on "'sub-
issues within a s

M"W w?lll -

L] Ennunut to t

mee

government siys it
E;lntl to push thf:ry” orms

t I'fovem-
ber but tion s:iys that
re-writing th:f constitution is

no peace.
e LTTE has alre ndy
sharir
unﬂ:iled Preside i1 I'[u-

maratunga in August 11,95,
LTTE hu accused the Thc

ment of not solving 1 he eco-
nomic problems of ininority
Tamils polltlcll talks.

Security forces are :urrently

eyrnments responsible and are
likely to take to the streets.

e resulting political in-
siability in third world cities
could affect the earnings of
multinational corporations,
the performance of stock mar-
kets, the earnings of pension
funds, and the stability of the
1nternntiunal monetar

In short, it could r{lﬁ li“
ccmumlt progress, the Worl
watch report cautioned.

5 Saharan states
to set up new
economic

regional grouping

TRIPOLI, Aug 17: Five Saha-
ran countries — Libya, Niger,
Chad. Mali and Burkina Faso -

agreed at a summit in Tripoli to
an economic regional

goupﬂlg pokesman said on
turday, rcporta Reuter.

“The five heads of states
have reached a decision favour-
ing closer ties between their
countries and have instructed
their foreign affairs minister to
discuss practical ways for its
implementation.” said Niger's
Foreign Affairs Minister
Ibrahim Assane Mayaki.

He told reporters that the
idea was to set up a regional
economic grouping within the
framework of the organisation
of African Unity.

The foreign ministers of the
five countries will meet next
month to discuss mechanisms
for such a grou in ahead of a
second summit likely to be held
later in September, Mayaki
said.

He said Nigeria, whose mili-
tary ruler Sani Abacha missed
the Tripoli Summit due to ill
health, would be invited to join

the group.

| "Qawwali”

Pathfinder rover frees itself
from rocks, begins

trek for Shark

LOS ANGELES, Aug 17: The
Mars Pathfinder rover freed it-
self from the sp of two rocks
and an a plodding course for
a rock nicknamed Shark,
which scientists expect the
rover will reach Sunday. re-
ports AP.

NASA scientists com-
manded Sojourner to leave the
rocks that had stopped it cold
when the rover's onboard haz-
ard detection system sensed the
rover's suspension was too
tilted Thursday.

Images downloaded via
satellite "confirmed 501|nurner
has pulled away and lelt these
rocks in the dust,"” Carl Steiner
of the Jet Propulsion Labora-

tory said Friday in his report
summing up the mission's 42nd
day on Mars.

Scientists had ho to re-
ceive new images of Shark, too,
but discovered the rover had ro-
lated too far away from the rock
to film it. It was expected to

spend Saturdcy traveling to-
ward the rock, but details would
not be available until the fol-
lowing day.
Saturday also marked the
Easatng of the rover's 1,000th
our on the planet surface. The
rover rolled out of the lander
11/12 days after the initial July

4 landinF

ab also received an-
other section of the massive
panoramic image of the planet s
surface and "rover movie",
Steiner said.

The Pathfinder team con-
tinued to deal with the rover's
aging problems. Sojourner has
far outlived its anticipated
seven-day life, but the team has

said they pla.n to keep running

it as long
The autum:zc atu encoun-

tered when the rover fnund it-
self sandwiched between two
rocks, which prompted the
team to consider software
changes that would allow it to
be more adventurous.

Pak President, PM say

Nusrat Fateh Ali's demise

- .J"Jn... n

r I“"‘ ' HIﬂr‘H ra I'mlii"l lal l'%arﬂw**: ":HI

KARACHI, Aug 17: Musi-
cians. singers, fans and Euv-
ernment leaders voiced
riefl over the death of Nuarat

ateh Ali Khan after the tower-
ing king of Pakistan melody
died Saturday in London from a
heart attack, rcpult:l AFP.

‘It is undoubtedly the demise
of the king of music in Pak-
istan,” said Junaid Jamshed, a
member of pop group Vital
Sings.

President Farooq Ahmed
Leghari and Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif paid eloquent
tributes, terming the passing of
Nusrat a "national loss."

He had no parallel in the
world of music, Leghari said,
while Sharif noted his singular
contribution to the art of
or devotional

slnEiInF.
eel one of the atest
voices which this land ever
inherited has gone away, Pak-
istani music has been or-
phaned,” Jamshed told AFP.

“The greatest man like Peter
Gabriel said Khan the
greatest voice on the earth. It is
the death of the legend who was
a great composer, singer and
musician,” Jamshed

‘'He was a great artiste with
his own style. It is a great loss
and the vaccuum could not be

filled because artistes ol his cal-
ibre and stature are bormn in cen-
turies,” leading Pakistani mu-
siclan Nisar Bazmi said.

"He used western instru-
ments in eastern music beauti-

fullﬁr_

e was a king of timing of
tempo and had the credit to in-
troduce gawwali into western
music,” Bazmi said.

“I was crazy about Michael
Jackson, M nna and Lata
Mangeshkar but 1 have not lis-
tened to them as much as | have
Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan. | have
got all of his collection but now
it is sad that I will not listen to
his new music, songs.” said
Waac?v Ahmed, a college student.

e was our pride. He was a

great figure in the world music

engaged in their biggest ever
Ernund offensive against the
TTE in a bid to open a ke
highway through rebel- hr:!-:r
tcrﬂtury in the north of the
country amid stiff resistance,
With the escalation of the
war, President Kumaratunga
and key members of her gov-
ernment have become prime
tnr ets of the LTTE which is
ited with a long-list politi
cal assassinations, nﬁﬁala
said.
A government statement
Thursday said security
from France, India and the US
asked to relocate Kumaratu
from her present official r
dence to a safer location Innule
‘n%;uthle attacks from the
L

The already tight security
measure for Prfuldtnt Ku-
maratunga in the past 30

months have given the im
sion to for m that the l:nd
of state was under siege, the
statement said.

‘Many foreign visitors have
commented on Lanka as be-
ing a country where the capital
city and the head of state are
both operating while under
siege.” the statement said.

e sie Ec mmta]lty may ex-
tend to the country's parlia-
ment where Kumarﬂtungu'a
party has a slender one-seat
majority. However, Ku-
maratunga has tried to assert
her power by sacking a dissi-
dent minister,

But most analysts say the

overnment needs better par-

ﬁnmf ntary support to push its

nmhtunua reform plan and

lis to win more seats be-

fore t?ﬂ full six-year term are
very much on the cards.

fhrTclcliy " businessman Farooq

“I will clm down my CD
player for three days to mourn
the death and will be again with
the voice 1 have loved so much,”
said Irum Irfan, college student.

People recalled a television
interview broadcast on the 50th
anniversary of Pakistan's in-
dependence, celebrated on
Thursday.

- PTI report says: The
sudden demise of Pakistani
music maestro Ustad Nusrat
Fateh Ali Khan, who conquered
the hearts of Indian audience by

breaking political barriers, has
left Hindi music industry
stunned.

Expressin ef, noted lyri-
cist Javied tar said Nusrat
Khan was trying his best to im-

prove the relations between In-
dia and Pakistan.

Akhtar, who had teamed up
with Nusrat Khan to create the
album " ", said the alter
had regretted that while a Pak-
istani artiste could come and
perform in India the same was
not the case with Indian
artistes in Pakistan.

Nusrat's music was like a
fresh breeze to the Hindi film

music, melody queen Lata
Mangeshkar ad . It is
very unfortunate that "could

ﬂ sing for such a great wiz-
Lata said she was slated to
sing for Nusrat Khan in "Aur
Pyar Ho Gn:,ru which was re-
do th Lhc but d;nnm
that as
and she went ntn'oadgm yse
Shiv Sena supremo Bal
Thackeray, who had earlier ex-
ressed reservations over the
akistani singer's visits to
Mumbai for programmes, said
he was not against the artiste.
Thackeray, who recently
released the audio cassette of
"Mrclanrtl-iu Gaya", said he was

< at some remarks made
Nusrat. "But Nusrat later

arified that the remarks were
misquoted to him" Thackeray

l

LONDON, Aug 17: Indian
Prime Minister Inder Kumar
Gujral warned in an interview

ublished here today that
ritain’'s Queen Elizabeth II
should not visit Amritsar, the
scene of a bloody massacre by
British forces in 1919, reports

AFP.

"It is a will visit and we
would not like to add anything
hlutuﬂcally that would cause
bitterness,” he told the Ob-
server, r:fen'ing to the Queen's

B‘l;nned visit to India in Octo-

Amritsar, a city in Punj nh
which is also the holy cit
the Sikhs, was the scene nfy
Jalllanwala B massacre in
which hunu:h':i 8 of civilians
were mown down by British
bullets. ¥

The Observer said senior
British and Indian officials
were working intensively on a
compromise under which the
Queen would visit the Golden
Temple of the Sikhs as planned
but would then also visit the
massacre scene.

It added that no apolo
would be expected frum ﬁz
British monarch, but that her
very presence would be widely

seen as a gesture of reconcilia-
tion.

Rajiv murder

reporl:
NEW DELHI, Aug 17: The
Jain Commission, probing the
cnnséﬂuracy aspect of jiv
assassination, is likely
m submit its interim tn
the government this , offi-
gﬁ sources today said, reports
The voluminous report is
likely to cover crucial sequence
of events from 1981 onwards
leading to the assassination of
the late premier on May 21,
1991 and the facts and circum-
stances of the murder, besides
containing several crucial doc-
uments and records, they said.
When contacted, the chair-
man, Justice Milar Chand Jain,
said efforts were made to
submit the by t 31,
before the panel's eleventh six-
month extension expires.
Commission sources had
earlier said that the interim re-
port would be based on the ar-
guments of different parties as-

[,onctnfltlpmhe which is likely

I1 sOOon

’Reforms in police
admn, judiciary
to helg_ combat

T h0 SR

terrorism 1 1hdia’

NEW DELHI, Aug 17: India
will continue to be threatened
by the scourge of terrorism un-
less the systems of the po-
lice administration and judi-
ciary in the cnuntrz arc re-
formed, former Pun{) Director
General of police K P S Gill said
on Saturday, reports PTI.

"Our system is not ed
to deal with the extreme situa-
tions of terrorism as it hap-
penad in Punjab in the eighties

revalent now in Jammu
md shmir and the north-
L e e
Of Falsehood.

The government. the police

smd the j should be able
reciate the reali-
concerted rt of all the

thme will help t&cklc terrorism,

he said. ,

Troops withdrawal
UNITA didn’t deny

to comply with

UN terms

LUANDA, :
rr: resentative for the lormer
movement in la de-

nledt.he p has sed to
w?outumnufnpem

ﬁwmm being nitored
United !*ulmt:lm'nf':|+ reports AP hy

Horacio Junjuvili res
on a radio late Frl—
day to a statement by
General Kofi Annan, who uid

he is s wnfmdﬂll'f the further

Angola because fmmer rehe.lu
hnvr rth.med tn comply with

mh“ed Fﬂday

tﬂ% UH

cll hre would kee

tmgru in the Mrican country

at least the end of October.

E?E decision is subject to coun-
a

But Junjuvili said UNITA

the vershication of the UN ob

the verificati

17: A

Inl

' servers.”

S'pore worried as number

of elderly people rising

SINGAPORE, Aug 17
faorc is worried by the ra Iy
ncreasing number of people
over the of 65 a.ud the prob-
lems it raise for the s.naul
‘l;llncd-lllte. Hu]t:ll Minister
eo Cheow Tong said today, re-
ports Reuter.
Yeo said in a speech before
medical specialists that Singa-
pore rﬁnw I'll:f aﬁhu.ooo .
over the in a -
tion of 3. .l‘#mlﬂion o
"By the 2020, we will
Illgvn about 2 I?OU , or
per cent ol the popuhtlnn
% fWhat s werrying s (h
at is ng is that
arising from the -war hlby
boom, the num of elder
will increase even more
after that."

Singapore's elderly la-
tion is projected to r_.n.];u to

87 years," the health

800,000 by 2030.
“The will then make up over
18 per cent of the total popula-
unn.“ Yeo said. "It has
social, economic and health
dlm:nﬂunli: —
Experts have prob-
lem may be even more acute in
Singapore because of Iits
smaller population base com-
with its neighbours like
ndonesia, which has a popula-
tion of nearly 200 million peo-

ple.

One way S is
to is 0 rnum‘lﬂt i
age, Yeo said. in Jm-

uary 1999, the retirement
will be Increased to 62 )‘EII‘I*
from 60.

Yeo said “The | term
an of eventually rai “tt;



