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American model Kelly Fisher, 31, wearing the engagem

entL

ring that Egyptian fiance Dodi Al-Fayed gave her, sits
during a news conference in which her attorney Gloria
Allred announced July 14 that she filed a breach of
contract suit against Al-Fayed. Dodi Al-Fayed has been
linked with Princess Diana after the worldwide published
"kiss photo". Fisher gave up her modeling career in
anticipation of her impending marriage to Al-Fayed.

— AFP/UNB photo

Fayed to contest Fisher's
breach of contract suit

LONDON, Aug 16: Million-
aire Egyptian playboy Dodi Al
Fayed, whose romance with
Princess Diana made him an
instant celebrity, will contest a
breach of contract suit brought
by an American model who

aims she was his fiancee, re-
ports Reuter,

As Diana left for a holiday
in Greece with a family friend,
Al Fayed denied the claims by
model Kelly Fisher that she was
jilted by him.

Fisher said she was Al
Fayed's fiancee until pictures of
him kissing Diana ap;gear:d in

rs/around

newspapers: g e'worldsu boy whese:- nname’
Fishetsiopywiroshid'the moieliz e

denying everything that it
says." :

Princess Diana went for her
morning walk out in sweat T-
shirt and lycra shorts at a Lon-
don gym on Friday without say-
ing a word to rters.

Then she went off on holiday
to Greece with one of her closest
friends, Rosa Monckton. But
she did use a Harrods private
aircraft — a gulfstream let in
the store's gold and livery

— for the flight to :
The press in this as
her continu-

an endorsement
ing relationship with the
With d\string of beautiful

felt "éfdtionatly 1R ‘at 2te Al-< ° women. . |

g T e

lar.”

Al Fayed, whose father owns
the opulent Harrods Depart-
ment Store in London,
promptly fought back after the
lclajms were made in Los Ange-
es.

His publicist Pat Kingsley
said: "He was not engaged to her,
he did not promise to marry
her. He had considered her to be
a friend whom he had gone out
with before.

"Earlier this year in January
or February, their relationship
changed from a romantic one to
a friendly one. Fayed's attorney
is going to answer the lawsuit
next week and Fayed will be

BRIEFLY

Brithint's royalty-obsessed
tabloids had a field day with the
latest bizarre twist in the ro-
mantic saga that would do
credit to the most tive
of soap opera scriptwriters.

The Sun splashed a front-
page picture of Al Fayed arm in
arm with Fisher and inside
cirried tllﬁ:y results of a tele-
phone its readers — th
voted ﬁl::; to one for "Di to dmncg
Dodi."

Readers who sent in humor-
ous limericks — dubbed "Di and
Dodi odes” — were given 30-

und (47.7 US dollars) prizes
or the best ones.

Efforts to curb AIDS in S-Afg{i]nf{ﬁ'

Government efforts to curb the spread of AIDS ar
Department of Health said Friday, AP reports from Pretoria.

"Despite significantl
aimed at raduc%n t

idence suggests

increased funding
the rate at which the virus s

t we are not succeeding,” it said in a submis-

for programmes
preads, recent ev-

sion to the Presidential Review Commission. As a result, a re-
cent review of the government's initiatives to fight the increase

of HIV infection decided
be launched Aug 29.

a coordinated strategy is needed. It will

65000 Bosnians back from Germany:
About 65,000 Bosnian refugees living in Germany have
voluntarily gone home so far this year, with most receiving

some financial help to do so, officials said Friday, AP reports

from Bonn.

The number of Bosnian refugees and asylum seekers has

dropped from about 345,000 on Janu

1 to about 280,000 at

the end of July, Interior Minister Manfred Kanther said in a
statement. During that ﬁrerind. 37,274 returnees got aid of uB to
18

1,800 marks (1.000 dollars)

received up to 1,350 marks (750 dollars)
many once they arrived in Bosnia to help

r family for the trip, and 34,

r family from Ger-
them get started.

Some families may have received payments from both funds.

2 Muﬁl.ims kﬂlﬁ. in E)Sniﬂ: Two Mus-

lim woodcutters were shot and killed Friday in
the former front line with Serbs,
.could further raise tensions in Bosnia,

y r:pnrtlbd' missing E{ the Muslim-
C

jevo.
Four other men ori

Croat federation were later found safe, a UN o

ambush near
police reported — a clash that
reports from Sara-

ial said. The

NATO-led peace force and international police in Sarajevo were

looki

into the reports. "We are checking it," said

am Mc-

Dowall, a spokesman for UN police monitors. "These are very

serious reports.”

Gunmen kill 15

Gunmen fired automatic wea
northeastern Indian villages overnight, killing 15
attack police blamed on separatist tribespeople

reports from Gauhati.

L] L [ ]
villagers in India:
pons into the straw huts of two

ple in an
aturday, AP

The victims, all ethnic Bengali fishermen and farmworkers,

were killed as they

slept in their homes in Khairabari and

Meszuri, neighboring villages about 140 kilometers (90 miles)

west of Gauhati, the capi

of Assam state. The

police blamed

the Bodo Security Force, which as vowed to drive minorities out
of a region they say should be an independent homeland for

Bodo tribespeople.
300 people Rﬁ‘t’n

olice accuse the group of killing more than
other ethnic groups in recent years.

Emeka to meet Mandela, Nujoma:

Commonwealth Secretary

General Emeka Anyaoku will hold

talks with President Nelson Mandela of South Africa and
President Sam Nujoma of Namibia from 20-25 August, his of-

fice said Friday,

reports from London.

. His visit to southern Africa is part of préparattnnn for the

Commonwealth Summit in October in

and immedi-

ately follows a series of bilateral discussions Anyacku is hold-

gﬂinﬂln

pore, Brunei and Malaysia. The visit will focus on
commonwealth and on trade between members.
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that t jets hnmhed{

Catholic church in northern
Sri Lanka, killing nine Tamil
inside AP,

“Our planes were sent to
bomb identified rebel positions
in the north yesterday,” said
M . Dewage.
ere was no independent
confirmation of Friday's inci-
dent at Vavunikulam, 250
kilometers (155 miles) north of
the capital Colombo.

The government does not
allow to cross into
rebel-held areas and the area

has no telephones. Relief agen-

formation yet.
A four-year-old and five
WOITien wWere killed

Fifteen people
wounded, the said. The
civilians had taken refuge
the church because of recent

International
Nine Tamil refugees killed

K accuses army

warplanes of
bombing church |Efss

months ago to capture a vital
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Funeral of five activists h;ld
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independence anniversary ceremonies on Friday in New Delhi.
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inflatable balloon split and colla due to the aircraft
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JOHANNESBURG, 16: At
their funeral, Nelson
blamed a sinister "Third Force"
of apartheid for shoot-
ing and killing five activists
from the prcalﬁdpent'l political

T{cmkﬂlm 'or:red clandes-
tinely in a vari state agen-
cies — some nei:tythcm in senior
positions, Mandela said.

"We are not dealing here with
an individual or just a small
group of criminals. We are deal-

with a highly coordinated
network of people deployed in
state organs, such as the army
and the police,” Mandela said in
the “Thmutl;l:l]y iﬂgﬂcc that fol-
lowed the killings.

Mandela's words then car-
ried the moral authority of the
head of state, of the revered
leader w:::::i brought down
apartheid spent 27 years in
prison before leading South
Africa's black majority to

But since making the
ch:ifun. neither he nor others
m similar accusations
have offered any evidence that
such a mysterious force still

exists — or is to: under-
mire -'Smth'mﬂ‘h E‘

democracy. Minaly

Mandeéle's' claims sound’

credible to many in a nation
that lived thro apartheid,
when the term rd Force"

was coined for secret units that
imprisoned, tortured or mur-
dered political opponents. But
without proof, some South
Africans dismiss his words as a
smokescreen to hide an inabil-
ity to stop soaring violent

crime.
The governing African Na-
tional Congress "has the

propensity to find conspirato-

rial explanations to problems

which are too difficult to solve.”

said Tom Lodge, of po-
litical studies at the University

"\

scovery
testing
Bop X T The Gl o
Reuter :

of the Witwatersrand.

No arrests have been made
in cases linked to “Third Force”
activities.

Deputy President Thabo
Mbeki, blames much of the or-
ganised crime in South Africa
on a "Third Force” of corru
policemen and security ele-
ments from the former

‘s ridiculous,”

Mark Malan of the t

Institute for Strategic :

Organised crime is motivated

by economic interests, not po-
litical ideals.”

The five ANC officials were

Sinister 3rd force of apartheid:
active: Mandela

Discovery completes test of |

Japan's prototype robot arm

CAPE CANAVERAL, Florida, equipment mounted on the ex-

Aug 16: Crew members of the
ng Shuttle Di

a Japanese proto-

fin-

and

"The mission has been going
eat,” Shuttle Commander
Brown said. "We've com-
pleted eight days of very intense
tions. It's to

one of the shuttle missions
we can look back on and be

very, proud of.
A mmt-lnng (1.5 metre)

Japanese robot arm got an extra
workout of Friday to complete
tests that were because
of computer and communica-
tions glitches on Wednesday.
The 100 million dollar me-
chanical marvel is slated to
tend to experiments and

terior of a J
tion

i

sensitive safety
and other minor

astronauts sai
i

an A-plus.” astro-
naut Jan Davis l.l.'iﬁl t's

apanese laboratory

m'i orbital

though the arm
SRS
. the

I Follow p;inciples- ‘

of transparency in
declaring arms,
| Iraq urges ME

i GENEVA, Aug 16: ‘s
;ﬂ:nutli:dm the UN mbnuup.
ay ca on neighbourin
Middle Eastern countries lnf'
reater (ransparency Iin
Fenges of mass de-
reports AFP,
i Speaking at the UN disar-
mament conference, Ambas-
sador Barzan Al-Tikriti, half
brother of Iragi President Sad-
dam Hussein, claimed that his
own s attitude to arms
control :l:h unmlnl-
parency " a -
| sentation of [-c':. and a-
tions on activi relating to
arms.”
He said that
questing the nei
countries in the
“follow the

hexsring

urin

Enf
trans-

of
all

plan to releass. ..
E Timorese rebel
leader

JAKARTA, 16: Indone-
sian Justice ster Utoyo
Usman has said the govern-
ment did not to release
ailed East Timorese rebel

Jose "Xianana" Gusmao
any time soon, Kompas news-
mreportad ay, says

“No. | can assure you there
will not be either sentence re-
duction or a release for Xi-

," Usman was quoted

telling!(nmpunnh&-y.
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Indian po]ic;
arrest most

wanted Sikh
militant

JAMMU, India, Aug 16; A
Sikh separatist accu in the
1995 assassination of an Indian
state's chief executive has been

arrested, police said Saturday,
reports A.l?o Y

Paramijit Singh was am
the "Top most militants wan
in India," Gurbachan Jagat,
head of police in Jammu-
Kashmir state, said at a news
conference in the state capital
Saturday.

Jagat said Singh was ar-
res st 12 just outside the
capital, Jammu, several days
ago by police from Jammu-
Kashmir and Punjab states who
had received a tip that he was
hiding out at a shrine. Po-
lice surprised Singh and two
companions unarmed, and
managed to stop him from
swallowing a de capsule as
they arrested him near the
shrine.

.- West African leaders vo;iv

to enforce blockade
against Sierra Leone

ACCRA, Aug 16: West
African leaders vowed Friday to
use force if to uphold
sanctions against Sierra
Leone's military Ijunta, which

too power in a bloody May 25

coup, reports AP.
Eﬂer two days of discus-

sions, a special committee of
the Economic Community of
West African States, or Ecowas,
also called for international

help in enfi sanctions and
ianwtﬂmmt?u ousted civil-

¢ committee members,
who are the foreign ministers of
Ghana, Iv:gnﬂoast. Nigeria and
Guinea, owledged that a
Eluckﬁaﬁi:d uti;: Sierra I.ml?;:'u port
as prevent shipments
of fuel, rice and other n?aceui-
ties from reaching the capital of
Freetown.
The blockade was imposed
shortly after soldiers led by
Maj. Johnny Paul Koroma

mﬁWt of Presi-

dent Tejan Kabbah.
Nigerian troops sent into

Sierra Leone to pressure Ko-

mtakenm t:m?trv:l 1;¥ m:']?:r?

ﬂ:‘:cvmtmg commercial air traf-

. but thE{ have not enforced
the port blockade apparently
for fear of sparking violent
clashes that could engulf the
capital.

That could change if a full
Ecowas summit to be held later

this month in Abuja, Nigeria,
the use of force
the foreign min-

Nigerian Forei Minister
Tom lkimi ackn ed that
any settlement of the Sierra
Leone crisis would also have to
take into consideration the
coup leaders' demands that
Nigeria release former Sierra
Leone rebel chief Foday

isters
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l:arry along

Thousands of Indian enthu-
siasts, who gathered at the
country's main border post with
Pakistan during a special mid-
night independence bash, found
no takers. for their greetings
across the barbed wires. .

Over 6,000 people defied se-
cuntf guards to join some 2,000
people with securi and
marched up to the post,
sho before midnight on Au-
gust 14-15, in what was de-
scribed as the largest ever con-
gregation at an Indian border

tion. But many participants
went away with gltu:r i
ences.
Thousands of le ¢
the moonlit road leading to
Pakistan on the night of August
14, when ordinary Indian and
Pakistani citizens were sched-
uled to meet at the border post
for the first time since Pakistan
waumcannd u;}: of Indi: I::1I 1947,

¢ meeting, which was

aimed at melting away bitter-

ness between the nations that
have fought three wars in the
last 50 years, did not materi-
alise when the Pakistani citi-
zens who wanted to take
were denied permission to
gather at W 2
The hand-sh between
the citizens of the two countries
was to be the high point of the
“Indo-Pak Amity iﬂlle which
was to also include holding
of candle lights by all the par-

ti::i{:r_‘:.nta.

€ huge crowd of Indian en-
thusiasts went out of control
soon after they reached the bor-
der in scores of cars, trucks,
jeeps and other vehicles, shock-
ing the organisers. who had
hoped for a of 2,500.
Hundreds of girls, children and
old people scurried for cover as
groups of local bullies made

at women and ph
molested them in several bouts

of mld:t?ht revelry.
the incidents ntnlged. c

Neelesh Misra writes from Punjab

and
pavemen
road.

girls sat huddled at a
on the side of the

In one part of the huge
Em'a mpﬂm
pped e es of a :
ushed around her fﬂc:rdfnﬂd
ed to molest scores of others,
watched helplessly by security
guards. Several people were in-

jured as furious
the participants in a
minor stampede.

“There could have been a ma-

‘Lnr stampede here. There could
ave been a riot here. There
could have been a Or secu-
rity risk," said Mr S. Adhavan,
ﬁc tynf t\!:enl South Asian
aternity, a un
with membership lt:rr,nlm
South Asian region, which or-
%uwd the event with the New
hi-based Centre for Democ-

% e
midnight a ached,
popular local singers and some

guests from Pakistan sang feet
tapping Punjabi nntlnnllis?
m a makeshift s
built along the No-Man's }
.Eegllllenth glittering lights and
igh voltage music.
The verses of the si
choered by the mainly Punjeni
€ y
audience, of hnpew
back to the undivided Punja
state split during the 1947 parti-

tion, and of out the divi-
sion that l:ﬂuatedi them.
"Those days will come o

went the longpzf a Pakistani
guest. "That njab is also
mine, this Punjab is also mine."

to the ambitious plan.
have taken over the event and
there is little that can be done.”

one of the sers told IANS.

The mm event

was a repeat of last fiasco

It e i T
to

pate, hl.ltﬂleh'lﬁdurtlup dpm‘rwdy-

ism and misman t of

crowds lent a bitter taste w
event participants are un Yy

to forget.
"Is this a celebration of free-

almost my %
hysterically shrieking Ms

Snehlata Shrivastva, a Delhi

' their belongings as they flee '
which for the past two days has been the scene of gun battles and property destruction.
Twenty-five people have been killed or are miss
¢ the population of this Indian Ocean port city.
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n who have converted to
g.l:hl-n.'l'hmhu'ln[lht

A bitter independence anniversary on Indo-Pak border

Another team of
included Canadian



