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O one can question the
notion that children are
entitled to the
fundamental necessities of life:
love and nurturance, food and
shelter, health care and educa-
tion. But the understanding
and tance of another fun-
damental entitlement — due
process of law — is harder to
come by. Few countries take se-
riously a young person's right
to fair treatment at the hands of
the justice system: few adults
thmn nr;;]im% t juveniles have
is t. en yo e
come into conflict mutillgml:?aﬂ:r.
instead of finding compassion

" The US, with just

5 times the
population of Italy,
has 150 times more

children in deten-
tion common law,

the age is also 7 in
most US states. A
child barely old

enough to got o
school cannot
possibly have the
maturity to under-
stand the conse-
quences of his or her
behaviour.

and help, they often face harsh
unishment, and without the
egal protections that adults
have.

Sometimes young offenders
are penalized just as if they
were adults, with the maturit
and experience to distinguia{l
between right and wrong on a
mn-up level. Sometimes they

even worse: Adults must be
accused of breaking the law
before they can be legally de-
tained, but in many countries a
judge can put children in ‘lall
simply because of 'irregular
conduct’ — they are dirty or are
on the street or have

lost their identity papers.

Sometimes the authorities

put a benevolent face on the.

punishment, incarcera chil-
dren 'for their own pmttggtinn’.
In mdlj]a lgr example, police can
apprehen u le if th
are ”er}y {:bt;ga ua’ind or :;}:
ploited for immoral or illegal
purposes or wrongful gain” — in
other words, any child who is
poor is liable to be victimized by
the criminal system in the
name of altruism.

And sometimes juveniles in
detention are abused physically
and sexually, in some cases
even tortured, by those who are
su to guard them.

is treatment is inhumane,

and it is inconsistent with the
Convention on the ts of the
Child, which was adopted by
the United Nations General As-
sembly in 1989 and has been
ratified by all but three coun-
tries on earth (Cook Islands,
Somalia and the United States).
When young E:npi: come into
conflict with the law, they need
help. not retribution.

I was only 20 years old when
I started to work for and with
children in detention. My expe-
riennce over the years has only
strengthened my conviction
that we must develop juvenile
justice systems that are com-
passionate and rational. Our
children are entitled to fair
treatment, and society as a
whole will benefit when they re-
ceive it.

Injustice to

Let us be clear about this:
Juveniles are being subjected to
grave injustices at every mo-
ment in countries around the
globe. In Jamaica, children as
young as 10 are held for inde-
terminate of time, often
with adults, in dank detention
cells. In Egypt, children who
work as prostitutes are not only
sexually exploited for commer-
cial p but are criminal-
ized and also face harsher
penalties than adult sex work-
ers. In Rwanda, youngsters be-
low the country's age of crimi-
nal responsibility (14) are im-
prisoned in connection with the
nation's recent de.

In Australia, aboriginal chil-
dren are incarcerated at 18
times the rate of non-
children are incarcerated at 18
times the rate of non-aborigi-
nals. In Sudan, children are
subject to punishments that
include flogging, amputation
and execution. In Kenya, up to
120 children a week find them-
selves in Nairobi's juvenile court
for the 'crime’ of being home-
less. The majority of children in
the West Bank who are sen-
tenced according to Israeli se-
curity laws have no legal right
to a lawyer.

In just the past 15 years,
nine countries are known to
have put offenders to death for
crimes t committed as juve-
niles. In the US, 137 juveniles
have been sentenced to death
since 1973, and nine of them
have been executed for crimes
committed when they were un-
der 18. While China has out-
lawed capital punishment for
children under 18, in practice
16-year-olds can be sentenced
to death — although the sen-
tence is suspended until they
reach 18.

Young people accused of

heinous crimes comprise a tin
percentage of the juveniles T
t

come into co

criminal juutlﬁw ]
tragedy is that the great major-
ity of juvenile offenders have

committed minor crimes or are

ilty of nothing at all. Many of
t held in custody have not
even been convicted — they are
simply awaiting trial, some-
times for extremely long periods
of time. In Lebanon, for in-
stance, 90 per cent of incarcer-
ated children are waiting to be
tried, some for as long as two
years.

The percent of children
who are in custody is one indi-
cation of how effectively coun-
tries are dealing with young of-
fenders. In Italy, with a popula-
tion of 57 million, about 650 ju-
veniles are being detained on a
typical day. But in the US, with
a population just 5 times
greater than Italy's, 150 times
ﬁure chlig:[l]r%:au are detained —

most : young people.
This wholesale locking away of
Houng people cannot be justi-
ed on any terms.

Most countries take a pas-
sive attitude towards juvenile
justice, as evident from the lack
of accountability. Very few gov-
ernments even keep track of
how many children are involved
with the criminal justice sys-
tem. Any country's national
statistics office can tell you the

tﬂﬁCDf children who were
gm under-weight, have been
immunized, are enrolled in

school. But ask what percent-
age of children are incarcerated
and in most cases you will re-
ceive no pr:l;::lis: answer. How
can we possibly be caring prop-
erly for our children if we lack
such fundamental information?
Governments around the
world have eed to track
statistics on child health and
devtlogmmt as a way to sup-
rt their children's progress.
overnments must develop
similar indicators about how
their ]rﬂung people fare in the
justice system. a minimum,
every country should know how
many children are being held,
for how long and why.

The roots of conflict

I believe fervently that
youthful offenders are made,
not born, and that the vast
majority would not be made if
troubled young people had the
benefit of loving nurturance
from supportive parents,
schools (including pre-schools)
and communities. When that

su is wan , they should
mglgoﬁnd:r thtqi:ngare ng youth

ﬁuh:hmce authorities. Most chil-
ren fall into conflict with the
law because such assistance is
simply not available or does not

operate properly.
Impoverished young people
experience society's linkage

between crime from

because ap poor or so-
cially undesirable, or because

of th
i :{h. thcm

the justice system simply °

.. AT L et

they 'look’ dangerous — not be-
cause they have broken any
law,

You don't have to probe very
far into the backgrounds of
children who wind up in police
stations and courtrooms to find
a common denominator:
poverty. In developing coun-
tries, poverty often forces chil-
dren out of the house when
they are as young as 10, some-
times even younger. They may
never have had the opportunity
to go to school, or may have at-
tended irregularly or been
‘pushed’ out, their performance
hindered by hunger or distance
from the school. Civil unrest
may have forced them to flee
their rural home for the city,
where they arrived without pa-

rs and became separated

m family members or friends.

At any rate, these young
people are probably living on
the street, where destitution
may lead them to steal from a
shop, pick someone's ket or
barter the only thing they own
— their bodies — for survival.

In the industrialized coun-
tries, many young people are

by wealth
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A Younger Generation's
Table for the 21st Ce

was an unusual scenario
— in the UNICEF's James P
arant Conference Room —
on the 14th August 1997, This
Erutigluul formal room was
uzzing with the brain-storming
of a group of young people —
under the banner of 'Law
Watch'. Eight Dhaka University
students have formed 'Law
Watch'—an alternative platform
for legal and human rights
studies and action. A round-
table discussion was held on
the "Progress on Nations-1997"
an annual report of UNICEF.
The aim of the event was a
topic-wise discussion by the
participants on the issues like
water and sanitation, nutrition,
health, education, women, spe-
cial protections, interlinking
healthy cities and healthy chil-
dren, This whole programme
was the brain child of the Chief,
Rights Clusture of UNICEF, Mr
Gopalan Balagopal and the
General of Law Watch
hha%;lamat Manjurul Kabir.
main
with an muw mbega{.;}
all the gamq‘lgints and officials
of UNICEF. acting office in
charge of UNICEF in his presen-
'aacuv:in stated that, economical
opment is not necess
for social development. Any E
tion may flourish socially with
the active participation of the
youngs in the social reform
programme. Economy, no
doubt. is a factor of develop-
ment, but by putting each of
our best effort, we can achieve a
better goal, which a lot of eco-
nomically developed countries
could not. After his speech, the
Law Watch members
with their report, which they

have prep for 14 days. The
opening speaker was the Infor-
mation of Law Watch

— Tahmina Huq. She presented
a brief report on the —
“Progress of Nations-1997". Her
report was based on the wishful
dream expressed in the Report-
narra "the day will come
when nations will be judged not
by their military on economic
strength, nor by the splendour
of their capital cities and public
buildings. but by the wr:l]pbei
of their people, by their Icv:la%?
health, nutrition and educa-
The second participant was
Law Watch's Research Secre-
tary — Zakia Afrin. To explain
people about water and sanita-
tion, she her discussion
with the story of Marjina — a
dweller of Agargaon slum area
Zakia narrated the various as-
cts, of water pollution in
angladesh, the insufficient
supply of water and the igno-
rance of common people to their
right to have save water and

by Ronji Chowdhury ¢

sanitation facility . Chowdhury explained what is
As we are heading towards Healthy City Healthy Commu-
the 21st century, the world's nity movement, what are the

civilisation is facin
threat — namely AIDS, the
Media Secretary of Law Watch
Dewan Mahmudul Haque em-

hasised on. how far the
Eanglade-hi people are aware of
AIDS and what should be done

to ensure an AIDS free nation.
Law Watch's Finance Secre-
tary Rasheda Rahman dis-
cussed on — "Putting babies
before business." She said.”
Even though we are accus-
tomed with, the fact that, bene-
fits of breast-feeding is undis-
puted, yet, the upper-middle
class and working mothers
prefer infant formula due to
their ignorance and inconve-
nience. Rasheda ted dif-
ferent ways to provide the
working mother's babies with
their best nutrition mother's
milk.
‘:.:ﬂ‘uality education” — will
we y be able to provide it to
the Bangladeshi children, or
will it remain. only as a dream?
. The Publication Secret
Saint Akhunji explained how far
quality education is possible in
Bangladesh — in his report,
"Quality Education — ere
dreams never turn into reality.”
Economic development has
brought comfort and conve-
nience to many people in the
industrialised world in it's
wake are pollution. The Organ-
ising Secretary Amina Rahman

a grave

obstacles on the way to have
healthy cities in Bangladesh
and what measurements can be
taken to establish a healthy
community system.

General Secretary of Law
Watch Abul Hasnat Monfurul
Kabir pointed out the on going
violence st women all over
the world. said. women have
been the subject of manipula-
tion, humiliation and mollesta-
tion all over the world for cen-
turies. Now it is the time to pre-
vent all such violences against
women. In a data-base report,
he showed the determinating
condition of the safety & secu-
rity of women in Bangladesh.
Men all the recent vio-
lences which took place st

women, in Bangladesh, he
stated in grief that, although it
is inclu in our constitution

that, we would to Ernvidl:
people of Bangladesh due
safety, but lnm:ﬁnw the Gov-
ernment always over looked the
delicate tion of women.

The last speaker from Law
Watch was the Human ts
Secn:t:?r — Arafat Amin. In a
very informal manner Arafat

on the children who come
into conflict with the law. The
children in our country like
other countries face the
wrath of law for the crimes of

being poor. neglected abuse.
m:g to their young age they are
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entitled to fair treatment at the
hand of juvcnllcfl.uatice- Proper
measurements should be taken
to ensure their return to a pro-
ductive society as early as pos-
sible.

Mr Selim Ahmed the Director
of Urban Development Division
of UNICEF appreciated the sin
cere effort of Law Watch He
said, this effort of Law Watch
cast a new trend and is begin
ning of a new era. The sugyes
tion given I:;rv the young people
can help UNICEF as well as the
society to project a new refor-
mative programme. He finished
his speech by assuring alout
Eurwrallnn to Law Waltch,

r Balagopal expressed his
admiration through a short
speech. He encouraged the Law
Watch members and wished
that the organisation may come
up with successful achieve-
ments. The consultant of
UNICEF Rushnan Murtaza also
encouraged the members. She
welcomed the young group to
work with UNICEF.

Among other officials there
were Naila Karim — Incharge of
Library Information of
UNICEF & one of the senior
members of the water and Sani-
tation Division,

Law Watch's first ef-
fort can be termed as their first
feather in their cap as you
might have over- heard the
overwhelmed crowd walking out
the conference room, confess-
ing, "If we did not come we
would have been missing
something."
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Law and Our Rights

NoAge of Innocence: Justice for Children

by Lisbet Palme

ﬂ;lu Duily Star 5

lackin%ltht role model of grown-
ups who go to legitimate jobs
every morning, some find it im-
possible to resist the temptation
of the drug trade's easy money.
Eventually the police catch up
with them. That is often the
start of a life in which they
know their probation officers
better than their teachers.
These children have been
discarded by their families and
their societies, and they hear
that me e loud and clear.
With the gap between the rich
and the poor continuing to

Erow, we can expect to see even

more 'discarded’ children in the
co years.

A decision by a police officer
or a judge to detain a child on
the basis of some vague infrac-
tion like vagrancy or suspicion
of misconduct can expose him
or her to callous injustice or to
a system that is overloaded,
unc and often designed for
adults, en poor children are
accused of more serious crimes,
they typically receive the infe-
rior services of overworked
lawyers — if they get any legal
representation at all. Once
stigmatized by a criminal
record, these juveniles become
scapegoats for the complex
E;.; lems that adult society has

n unable to solve.

On the other hand, some
uunF e‘:l:w,a:q::}lf: who should be
andled by the justice system

escape it altogether. In most
societies, well-to-do parents can
often make use of social con-
nections to 'take care of any
charges brought against their
children when they come into
conflict with the law, even when
the accusations are serious.

The first step towards ensur-
ing fair justice for all juveniles
is identifying the 'many’ —
those in ncecil of social services
— and separating them from
the criminal justice system so it
can function for the few — the
serious offenders. The involve-
ment in the justice system of
children whose only ‘crime' is
poverty also pads the juvenile
crime statistics, which in turn
inflame media accounts of ma-
rauding young offenders.

When responsibility begins

All countries have an at
which people become adults in
the legal sense of the word —
they can vote, sign legal con-
tracts, marry. But the Conven-
tion on the Rights of the Child
calls for countries to establish a
minimum age below which
young people "shall be pre-
sumed not to have the capacity
to infringe the penal law” — in
other words, an age below

by

which are too to be
re?onuib e for their actions
and therefore too young to face
criminal sanctions.

Young people must
be held accountable
for their offences in
a manner appropri-
ate to their level of

maturitx

But this age varies widely,
and in many cases it is far too
young: The age of criminal re-
sponsibility is 7 years in, for
example, Bangladesh, India,
Ireland, Jordan, Liechtenstein,
Myanmar, Nigeria, Pakistan,
South Africa, Sudan, Switzer-
land, Tanzania and Thailand.

The US, with just 5 times
the population of Italy, has 150
times more children in deten-
tion common law, the age is
also 7 in most US states. A
child barely old eno to got o
school cannot possibly have the
maturity to under-stand the
consequences of his or her be-
haviour.

Given that such young chil-
dren can be sublplcct to the penal
code, it is all the more impor-
tant that each country establish
a humane and constructive ju-
venile justice system. Such a
systemn is designed to deal with
young offenders until they
reach the age of adulthood. In
an ideal world it serves as a
safety net, catchirﬁg
who commit petty ofienses and,
instead of locking them away,
helping them learn a sense of
responsibility for their actions.
The system should be based on
knowledge of child develop-
ment. At the same time the ju-
venile justice system must pro-
tect society from potentially
dangerous criminals.

In many countries, a few
brutal h publicized crimes
oung people have led to
public demands to lower the
age at which children are held
criminally responsible. Gov-

ermment leaders must resist the

children

temptation to reduce the juve-
nile justice system to a struc-
ture for retribution designed for
the rare hardened child crimi-
nal. Glib slogans like 'Adult
time for adult crime' betray the
very people that snciet?' has
failed and encourage 'ware-
housing' of juveniles — in pris-
ons that in reality serve as
training grounds for criminals.
Jjuvenile crime
There is no question that
preventing crime is preferable to
punishing it. Never is that more
true than in the case of juvenile
delinquency, so often a for
help from a troubled yo ter.
€¢ UN Guidelines for the
Prevention of Juvenile Delin-
guanc , known as the 'Riyadh
uide incs'i_ recognize the im-
portance of preventi ou
genpl: from Ecing at?gn;tlzgﬁ
y the justice system. The
Guidelines call for the develop-
r::_;:;t{ ufl niieasur:ls that "avoid
C nalizing an enalizing a
child for be aviuug that does
not cause serious da e to
the development of the child or
harm to others." This statement
sends a profound message :
Preventing juvenile delinqu
or crime is not just a matter of
protecting society — its aim is

In at least 15
countries, 7-year-old
children can be held

responsible for
criminal actions.

to help children overcome their
misdeeds and fulfill their po-
tential. It is also less costly and
murt: efficient fmi s?rciety to pre-
vent young people from starting
on t:rirru;gl careers than to pay
for the outcome of criminal ﬁ-
haviour,
To be continued

The writer. ahp schalo‘gist
specializ in children, a
nfemher (c?ﬂte Swedish Child
and Youth Advisory Commiliee
and International Negotiation
Network of the Carter Center’s
Conflict Resolution She
is the Chairperson of the
Swedish Committee for UNICEF.

BANGABANDHU MURDER CASE

Verbatim Text of Cross Examination
of Seventh Prosecution Witness

Cross-examination of prose-
cution witness-7 Lt Col (LPR)
Abul Bashar in Bangabandhu
jnulier case at the trial

A 1997,
an\\glnf excerpts from
his cross-examination by Ad-
vocate Mahbubur Rahman,
state defence counsel for ab-
sconding accused Major (retd)
Bazlul Huda:

Q: Who did order you for duty
at Ganobhaban and the resi-
dence of Bangabandhu?

A: My commanding officer
Lt Col Syed Ali Ansar.

Q: Who did distribute the

duty of 105 security personnel
at Ganobhaban and Banga-
bandhu's house?

A: According to my permis-

sion, Subedar Kabir.

Q: Who were in charge of se-
curity at the two places

A: Subedar Kabir at Ganob-
haban and Nayeb Subedar Mo-

“taleb at the residence.

Q: Where was your duty?

A: 1 was in over all charge.

Q: Did you see the security
duty at Bangabandhu's house
being discharged properly?

A: | looked after it.

Q: Whom did you phone at
Ganobhaban on August 15
morning?

A: Duty clerk.

& What was his reply?

A. He said the situation is
not clear. We heard firing. When
| asked him to send a car. he
replied that at this moment no
car is available. The clerk also
said he will send a car later.

Q: What was the time then?

A: About 6 to 6:30 in the
morning.

Q: You did not go to the place
of occurrence althuuﬁh you were
informed of the incident,

A: This is not correct.

Q: Do you know that Bazlul
Huda was sent to England for
higher training before the inci-
dent?

A: No.

Q: When did he take training
in England?

A: He took part in a basic
training abroad in 1972 or 73. |
cant recall the date and time.

Q: Huda was promoted to ma-
jor after the training.

A: This is not correct.

Q: He was transferred to G-2

| (general staff officer-2) after the

promotion.

A: This is not correct,

Q: Huda was not at the place
of occurrence. He was at the

. place where his service was.

A: Your statement is not cor-
rect.

Q: You did not witness the
incidents of August 15, 1975,

A: | reached the place of oc-
currence at about noon. | saw
the bodies of Bangabandhu and
others. | also saw Bazlul Huda
of my unit and others. Major
Dalim came in the afternoon.

%: You are the main culprit
of the killings.

A: Not true.

Q: You gavr a false statement
as directed by prosecution to
save yourself.

A: Not correct.

J: When did you come to
know that you are a witness of
the case?

A: Sometime in the third
week of last November, | was
asked from DGFI headquarters.
An officer of CID interrogated
me there.

Q: Under whose permission
3,Irnu went to Comilla on August

67

A: | went of my own as my
senior officers were there.

Q: To whom you handed over

ur duty charge at Ganobha-

an?

A: The second person was
su to be Subedar Kabir in
absence of me. But the charge
automatically went to his se-
nior Subedar Major Wahab
Joardar as he came there.

(Advocate Abdur Razzaq
Khan, defence counsel of Joar-
dar, raised objection).

: In fact, you went to
Comilla directly from your un-
cle's house.

A: Not correct.

Examination by advocate
Belayet Hossain, state defence
for absconding accused Captain
(retd) M A Majed: '

Q: Did you join Bangladesh
Army directly after returning
from Pakistan?

A Yes.

Q: When did you come to
Dhaka in July, 1975?

A: On 27th or 28th July.

Q: When did you return to
your uncle's house on August 14
night?

A: | returned in the after-
noon on the day.

Q: When was your duty on
August 15?

A: Usually, | worked at
Ganobhaban in the office time

from 7:30 am to 2 pm. 1 would
have sta more if it was nec-
essary. etimes | also would

have come later to check
guards, meals etc.

Q: How far is hu's
house from the China building?

A: Approximately three to
four kilometres.

Q: Did you hear firing on Au-
gust 15 early morning?

A: No.

Q: When did you reach
Bangabandhu's house after lis-
ten to radio bulletin?

A: In between 12:30 pm and 1

pm.

Q: Did you see any soldier do-
ing duty at Bangabandhu's
house at that time?

A: Yes, | saw.

Q: What is the name of the
havildar who told you about the
incident?

" A: As far as | could remem-
ber, he was Havildar Quddus or
Havildar Gani.

Q: You did not go anywhere
after listening to radio bulletin
at China building. You did not
see anything. You gave a false
statement.

A. Your comment is not cor-

rect.
Examination by advocate

Gazi Zillur Rahman, state de-
fence for absconding accused Lt
Col (dismissed) Khandaker Ab-
dur Rashid:

Q: How many soldiers com-
prise a platoon?

A: 30 to 37.

Q@: One Platunn was at
Bangabandhu's house. Were the
rest of the 105 at Ganobhaban?

A: Yes, at Ganobhaban.

Q: What your uncle used to do
at the house of whom you

stayed?

A: He was an officer of
Bangladesh Shilpa Rin
Sangstha.

: Was there any personal
nr.curlhy for you?
A: No.

@: Did you ask the army per-
sonnel whom you saw in army
cars on way to Bangabandhu's
house?

A: No, | didn't ask.

ter the death of B

Q: Were gﬂu in civil dressed
at that time"
A: [ was in army uniform,

Naser. broilher" of
bandhu? :
A: I didn't know him. How-
ever, | was seen his body and
told that he was Sheikh Naser.

Q: Did you know the family
members of Bangabandhu?

A: [ knew most of them.

Q: How many security per-
sonnel did you find at that
house after coming there?

A: 1 can't recall the accurate
number. | found a number of
them.

Q: None of them gave you any
written statement. You also
didn't take from them.

A: | didn't take.

Q: Were the salaries of army
forces provided in cheque or
cash?

A: The salaries of soldiers
were always provided in cash.

Q: When the salaries were
given usuall

A: Usually in the first week
of month,

Q: Did they take salaries by
written?

while

A: They used to sign
recem‘r‘:% the salaries.

Q: o was in charge of dis-
tributing the salaries?

A: Usually, a senior JCO. He
was Subedar Kabir.

@: You didn't report any-
where after going to Banga-
bandhu's house?

A: | didn't report in written.
But | told the entire episode to
my CO Lt Col Syed Ali Ansar.

(@: Does an army man need to
take permission if he wants to
leave station? -

A: If he wants to leave his
permanent station.

Q: Did you take
when you went to
August 16?7

A: Dhaka was not my per-
manent station, it was rather
Comilla.

Q: When did you return from
Comilla?

A: On the same day.

Q: Who was the President af-
angabandhu?

A. Khandakar Mushtaque.

Q: Were you given security
duty then?

A: No.

@: When did you discharge
our duty at Bangabandhu's
ouse and Ganobhaban for the

last time?

A \'ﬁ: left Ganobhaban on

Q: Did you have any official
order to go to Comilla?

A: | received order from CO
Syed Ali Ansar.

@: Did you ask about the
matter anyone at the patrol
Fum where you went to take
uel lor your car?

A: [ heard from the people at

the pump.
3:1 Tﬂcrr are some patrol

pumps for vehicles.

A: Army vehicles do not take
fuel from patrol pumps. They
take fuel from the Army supply.
I went to the civil patrol pump
as | could not collect fuel from
army supply in that circum-
stances.

P: When did you go to take
fuel?

Q: Did you know Sheikh 101%%‘;

Banga-
e

ssion
omilla on

A: 1 can't recall the exact
time, grubuh‘lj/ in the moming.

@: You did not go to Banga-
bandhu’'s house at that time,

A: | can't remember.

@: Did you come out from
your uncles house after a car

came there?

A: Yes. However, earlier
Subedar Major Joardar had

%&H %ﬁ:l ni 25(9;

a . ou to
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A: In the m !

Q: When did return?

A: In the rmoon on the
same day.

Q: Did you further enquire
about Bangabandhu's house on
theﬁ t of August 147

: No.

Q: You knew that the killings
would take place?

A: Not true.

Q: As you knew aboul the
killings, you didn't enquire
about the house since st 14
afternoon to August 15 noon?

A: This is not correct.

Q: You alnn.ﬁ with your force
went to Comilla after killing
Bangabandhu. |

A: This is not true.

(Razzaq Khan again raised
objection).

Q: You have given false
statement to save yourself.

A: Not true.

Q: Col Rashid was not in-
volved in this so-called inci-
dent.

A: Not true.

Q: You mentioned some
names to sidetrack your re-
sponsibility.

A: Not true.

Examination by advocate
Mohammad Hanif, state de-
fence for absconding accused
Abul Hashem Mridha:

Q: What was the Ganobhaban
during the incident in 1975?

A: It was the office of the
then President.

Q: Who was the President at
that time?

A: Bangabandhu Sheikh Mu-
jibur Rahman.

Q: Isn't it correct that cau-
tious measures are taken for se-
curity of the President?

A: Correct.

Q: So. efficient officers and
jawans are given for the Presi-
dent's security duty.

A: Yes.

Q: Did ask your jawans after
coming to Bangabandhu's house
whether they discharged their
duties pmperH:?

A: | asked them.

Q@: How lon
there on the da

A: Till 4 to 4:30 pm.

Q: Your people did not dis-
charge their security duties
properly. You also didn't super-
vise them properly. You have
given false statement.

A: They could not discharge
their duties because.........

At this stage, defence coun-
sels raised objection that the
witness can't explain as it is a
denial s tion. The prosecu-
tion side said that Bashar
should be allowed to give his

did you stay

explanation as he is being ac-
cused following the on.
Bashar's re

tion recorded Sydmem

lam Rasul as follows: This is
not true that my soldiers and
myself did not discharge duties
properly. The judge, however,
mentioned that his explanation

will be recorded later.
The court was adjourned till

10:30 am on Monday.
— UNB

Verbatim texts of further cross
examinations shall be pub-
lished as and when we recelve

them.



