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National Mourning Day

We recollect with deep gri
of assassination of the supreme leader of our free-
dom struggle and founder of the state of
Bangladesh, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man, murdered with his family members and im-
mediate relatives twenty-two years ago. There is a
marked spontaneity in the mourning this year be-
cause it is a declared state occasion that we univer-
sally condemn that dastardly swipe which did not
even spare women and children.

The fetters placed on memorialising the blot and
shame on our national conscience have been put
away in the most salubrious wake, we believe, of
the removal of the indemnity provision from the
statutes book and a trial of the assassins already
getting underway.

Hopefully, the absence of the opposition during
the passage of the Indemnity Repeal Bill in par-
liament will be more than made up for by the par-
ty's partaking of the process heralded to give

dhu his due place across the political di-
vide in the country. There should not be any con-
troversy as a contrived semantic after-thought
over his being the architect of our freedom and in-
dependence. Because that is a universally ac-
knowledged fact of history established unassail-
ably. And what is of the very essence here is the
tradition of the immutability and perpetuity of
founding figures in the national halls of honour of
countries gaining independence through do-or-die
struggles.

Why was the Indemnity Ordinance promulgated
and then passed into an Act of the Parliament in
the first place during Mushtaq-Zia era? And then
successive governments headed by Sattar, Ershad
and Begum Zia allowed it to remain in the statutes
book without any compunction whatsoever. It was
warped on legal ethics and democracy and yet no
qualms were felt while giving protection to those
criminals. These were hardly honourable acts on
the part of the professedly demécratic govern-
ments otherwise so vociferously claiming to be
serving the rule of law. If one were to discern a
complicity in the perpetration of the injustice,
could one be grossly wrong?

It is because of such failings on the part of gov-
ernments that followed the 1975 change-over to
right the wrong that the BNP should now feel obli-
gated to give Bangabandhu a place above party pol-

itics.
Felicitations

On the golden jubilee of their independence Pak-
istan and India have a lot to celebrate, no doubt
about that. India is definitely a nuclear power and
Pakistan is also thought to have earned the capa-
bility to produce atomic bombs. That spectacular

achievement is, "owever! fis true reflection of their |

socio-economic dévelopment. With per capita GNP
below 400 dollars as against 14,000 to 16,000 dol-
lars for the developed nuclear powers, millions
still languish in abject poverty on both sides of the
borders. According to a survey conducted by a pri-

vate organisation in India, 16 per cent of popula-
tion there are yet to manage the ability to spend Rs
three a day; another 19 per cent are barely in a po-
sition to boast a daily expenditure of Rs five.

Read against the backdrop of not just the nuclear
capability or the launching of rockets in space but
also of phenomenal progress made in areas like
education, life expectancy and cereal production,
the development picture is certainly a lop-sided
one. One lesson both countries ought to learn from
the carnage committed in the name of religion at
the time of dismemberment of the subcontinent

has remained unlearnt. It is to overcome the com- |

munal, sectarian and caste hatred or intolerance.
The discrimination between man and man is older
and now appears to be stronger than religion and
democracy.

Except for a brief period of emergency India has
remained unswervingly wedded to democracy. The
Indians have always given a good account of them-
selves whenever their politicians drifted away
from set norms. Even today's minority coalition
government is a reminder of a rebuff the electorate
gave to the bigger political parties in the last polls.
The trend is towards a federal system of govern-
ment where no political party at the centre enjoys
overwhelming influence over the whole country.
Rather than going against them, this certainly goes
to the common Indian's credit. They have pre-
served the soul of the country — democracy, that is
— against all odds. Now the challenge before both
India and Pakistan is not to go nuclear but to build
on what they have achieved in terms of improved
mutual relations, so that more wealth is created
for rational distribution.

Sculptural Projection

The reported government decision to install
sculptural pieces embodying our national culture,
heritage and the liberation war legacy at different
points of the city is laudable. So far we have hardly
had any landmark, sculpturewise. The city's only
pride sculpture work is the Shaheed Minar near
the medical college but the Smriti Soudha, a
unique piece of art-work, is located in a little far-
away Savar. Then we have two more pieces of
sculpture at the Dhaka University campus.

Now what we would like to see are creations like
the Burghers in Paris. That would call for a talent
like Rodin's. The problem, however, may arise
concerning the choice of subjects. Undesirable con-
| troversies have been created about the role of some
of the national events or heroes. We have been a
witness to bitter es over the hoisting of por-
traits of Bangabandhu. The disputes of political
divisiveness over such issues tend to spill into ugly
confrontations,

If there is any possibility of subjecting any
sculptural work to desecration, it is better not to

proceed with the idea. The threat comes from both |

religious fanatics and political rivals. Better tem-
per them with objective art forms and figures first
and then introduce them to other familiar areas.
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Can We Not Keep Bangabandhu Above Party Politics?

by Mahfuz Anam

HE question that we consider to be
the most relevant one on this occa-

sion is: how and when can we give
Bangabandhu a stature above and beyond
all political parties, and honour "and
respect him not as the leader of a

lar party, but that of the whole
nation that history has made him? Some
of us will say he already has that status
among all t among the killers and
their supporters who deliberately denigrate
him. The rest of the nation, according to
this group, 18 unanimous in their
adulation ;

We wish this were true. And we do look
forward to the day when this happens, and
we hope it is soon. But the truth of the
matter is that there are still a lot of peopie
who are quite unwilling to Shctk?nc l!rfu-
jibur Rahman the respect, honour and the

stature that he deserves. so? Is it only
BNP's fault that " u is not uni-
vcrn% respected? wami League not
contri '.Je:o some extent, to that pro-
cess? Are all detractors of Bangabandhu

enemies of Bangladesh or opposed to our
Liberation War? :

litical

Why shouldn't we Bangabandhu
his due place in history? Was he not the
man who led us to our dence? Was
his voice not the most courageous one that
atﬁ:ny; s the loudest for the cause of

ptpc;ic of the then East Bengal, later
East istan? Was he not the man who
suffered more than 12 years of jail sentence
for our rights? Who spoke more persistently
than him without for his personal
safety about the economic, social and

political t of our people?
To all the above u's detrac-

introduced one-party system. He was the

man who ed the press. He was the
man who used Rakkhi Bahini to oppress
his opponents.

Considering the above contribution of
Bangabandhu and also his faults, is it not

ible for us to grant him his due place
E.nd ‘;nakc it above all parties and all poli-

cs

To be fair, can anything be com -
with the fact that he was the leader of our
independence struggle? That never before
him could anyone unite us so ‘
so courageously and so militantly ind
the demands for our ts?.We Bengalis
were a fragmented lot, divided among our-
selves on petty issues. This, our enemies
took full advantage of and played some of
us against some others. It was Sheikh Mu-
jib's leadership that turned our many

We have talked a lot

Again, to be fair, were Sheikh Mujib's
faults greater than that of many other lib-
erators of their countries? Let us take Mao
Tse Dung as an example. Mao was a great
eoretician which Mujib was not.
ut in terms of being leaders of move-

ments that brought independence to their

voices into one. And it is the single fact of respective countries, the comparison may
our many voices becoming one that gave us not be totally out of place. id Mao not
independence. How can we not acknowl- make any mistake in running the very
edge this simple and obvious fact? country he helped to liberate? Did not his

about national consensus. We think one place to begin
such a consensus would be the place of Bangabandhu in the history of

Bangladufu. For f’ll':l to happen, Awami League will have to stop gl?DLt“Elll:ljl ?ia m“ﬂFs for the {oll 21
treating him as their party leader, and raise him far above that.

Great Leap Forward turn out to be disas-

people? Did not his Cultural
Revolution cause the death and humilia-

trous for his

tion of thousands of his very
the least of whom was

China. Yet in today’'s China Mao, who was
vilified once for his destructive policies, has

been brough

country?

himself, who is
now revered as the builder of modern

t back to the place of honour
that is his. Why can we not do this in our

Mmc:{ofstmikhmm;-m
because ol the fundamental injus that
has been done to him and to his memory —

he was brutally murdered along with his
whole family, except the two daughters.
as law was framed to

rl:a.rs. The Indemnity Bill that the
llers from any acts committed by them,
however heinous, was the only one
of its kind to exist in the world
that gave Constitutional protection to peo-
ple who themselves luuds;eand proudly
proclaimed to have killed members of
three families — that of Ba.lﬁ:bandhu.
Sheikh Fazlul Huq Moni and Mr. Sarnia-
bat. This same group or their followers
later killed four leaders inside Dhaka Cen-
that prevented arybody or tnetistion from

t or
punishing them for these crimes.

Why did successive governments, that
of Gen. Ziaur Rahman, Justice Sattar,

Gen. Ershad, and that of the elected
Zia take it

iuulhwmdnnttzlthm What
Khaleda Zia's which

no connection with the events of ‘75,
from not this notorious law and

m-theu -proclaimed murderers?
mpohﬂgtl 'ﬂummd ?:uth
. It is
which is now driving the country down and
down the economic and social ladder.
have talked a lot about nati

us. We think one place to begin
such a consensus would be the place of

wﬂummm&w.
For to happen, Awami League will have
to:toptreatlnghjmuthcirtm:tyhdcr,
and raise him far above t. Banga-
bandhu, after the birth of Bangladesh can
no longer be claimed as the munocroiy
property of any one party. If it is not done

80, then other parties who are the political

rivals, will naturally drag him into present-
d:ypohtk:in:ndtg:tuduﬂmtchhn.&f
uto

or
above . th
e Ty

Simultaneously, we appeal to the BNP
that it should stop denigrating -
bandhu as it customarily does and
him the place of honour and respect
history and truth have given him. To con-
tinue to deny Bangabandhu his rightful
place is to continue to divide the nation
which is bound to lead to disastrous con-

Sequences.

If the process begins with Sheikh Mujib,
then we can expect that other leaders will
also begin to be judged above and ond
party politics and we as a people will be
able to venerate our leaders and give our
children role models to follow.

| Sheikh Mujib—the Architect of

HE disintegration of the

Soviet Union and Yu-

goslavia has now
familiarised the warld with the '
EnHepp iy

mother country. But the birth of
Bangladesh in the early

Bangladesh's Foreign Relations i

i el s

e

seventies as an independent
and sovereign state breaking
away from Pakistan was not
readil ?ﬂruiﬂcd interna-
tionally, although as our inde-
pendence struggle progressed,
sympathy for our cause snow-
balled. One may be tempted to
make the point that Pakistan
itself was a breakaway country,
when in 1947, it was created as
a result of tripartite negotia-
tions with the Congress, the-
Muslim League and the British
Government. Pakistan, though
a breakaway country, was how-
ever not born, as M:Endenh
was, through the of the
gun. The Biafra war in :
in the sixties, was hardly a
edent for Bangladesh, for it
ad failed; and as in love, war

and politics nothing fails like -

failure. Bangladesh therefore
may be viewed as a lone fore-
runner of the ethnic states that
have appeared on the world

map in recent years.

Bangladesh's birth in the
seventies occurred amidst an
unfavourable political and eco-
nomic international setting.
The cold war was on, with all its
attendant complexities for a
new-born country. Then too,
the sudden rise in oil prices had
created a difficult and uncer-
tain economic situation. One of
the superpowers, the United
States, was then bu
at China's door and both these
countries must have looked
upon our independence struggle,
as an ill-timed distraction,

articularly when Yahya Khan

d (not unlike Nero) chosen to
play on the flute of US-China
understanding, notwithstand-
ing the fact that his own house
was on fire.

To make matters worse for
Bangladesh, Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was
in Pakistan custody, when the
war was won on December 16,

Why Not Place Him on Top of Politics?

by Shah Husain Imam

ANGABANDHU Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman has
come back to national
consciousness after two decades
of induced amnesia about him.
The hard truth is, this
wouldn't have haJ)pencd if the

Awami e had not returned
to power. s is where we
ab of history slung over

our shoulders by the perpetra-
tors of change following a
highly conspiratorial and
criminally heinous assassina-
tion of Bangabandhu and most
members of his family on this
day twenty-two ;

The Mujibian re-incarna-
tion creates nostalgia in those
who are above forty and, impor-
tantly, provides a much-needed
instruction in history for the
numerically larger younger
generatiun ed on half truths, at

so far.

Bangabandhu, as
supreme leader of

the
the

Bangladesh Liberation War and

1971, and most of the world
waited and watched as
Bangladesh commenced its
E‘UT; for Eiitlnn. Sheikh
ujib's return to Bangladesh on
January 10, 1971 eased the sit-
uation somewhat but did not,
automatically. cause a spare of
recognitions. Securing interna-
tional recognition quickly and
Obtn.l.n.h:;f membership of the
international agencies were
therefore among the major
challenges that Sheikh Mujib's
Government faced.

Bangabandhu then took
three steps that were to have a
bearing on Bangladesh's
rapidly gaining acceptance in
the comity of nations., First
and foremost was the with-
drawal of Indian troops from
Bangladesh. Sheikh Mujib al-
layed the fears of his country-
men bzhdeclann on the very
day of his return to Dhaka from
Islamabad via the somewhat
circuitous but safe route of Lon-
don and Delhi, that the Indian
troops would leave whenever
Bangladesh so wished. In
Fe + 1972, after his meet-
ing with Madame Gandhi in

tta, the date of withdrawal
of the Indian troops was an-
nounced and on March 12, 1972
the last of the Indian contin-
gents left Dhaka. This, not only
reassured the deshis, but
also blunted the edge of the
well-orchestrated pro da,
that Bangladesh was India's

- creation. It was then largely re-

alised that though at that given
point of time India's foreign
policy thrusts and desh's
national aspirations had coin-
cided, it did not, in any way,
negate the quality of
Bangladesh's independence.

Second, the constructive and
Eositiv: attitude that Banga-
andhu took towards develop-

ing relations with Pakistan.
"Let by gones be by es” was
the dominant tenor of his atti-
tude towards Pakistan, al-
though understandably it was
not always totally devoid of bit-
terness. But on the whole, the
responsible and mature attitude
that B adesh displayed at
the tripartite Indo-Pakistan
and Bangladesh talks helped
hasten the of normali-
sation. Zulfiqur Ali Bhutto
even paid a visif to Bangladesh
in 1974, when Bangladeshis
welcomed him diup aying a
“forgive and forget” aftitude.
Economically those were very
difficult days for Bangladesh.

"I a short span of three mdnhatfmhmikafhnmu&boddu,
Rahman was able to establish Bangladesh in the comity of nations. This he did

cutta on 5.1972 :

It is my earnest hope that
there will at last be peace and
stability in the subcontinent,
Let there be an end, once for all,
to the sterile policy of con-
frontation between neighbours.
Let us not fritter away our na-
tional resources. but use them
to lift the standard of living of
our e. As for us we will not
be found wanting to cooperate
with all concerned for creating
an area of peace in South Asia
where we could live side by side
as good neighbours and pursue
constructive policies for the
benefit of our people. History
will not forgive us if we lail in

. _Ifrankly Speaking....

rE—— e
]

and

Bhutto misread our mood
viewed our eagcrncas to negoti-

ate outstanding issues, as
weakness, and as such dis-
played an attitude that ad-
versely affected the healing
process. By then, however, a
working relationship had al-

ready been set in motion at the

tripartite level and matters
moved ahead. though not as
quickly as one would have de-
sired.

Third, Sheikh Mujib dis-
played a remarkable states-
manship by underlining the
importance of developing re-
gional cooperation. Regional
cooperation is a "by word" now,
but in the war ravaged situation
of those days, it must have
called for courage and farsight
on his part to declare in Cal-

this challenging task....”

Three years after Banga-
bandhu's death, President Ziaur
Rahman's initiative in for-
mally proposing the formation
of C was a concrete re-af-
firmation of this belief which
aimed at fostering economic
C0o0 tion among the nations
of the region.

All these three measures
hel the dust of war to settle
and enabled us to look beyond.
Recognition poured in and
Bang?ad:sh established bilat-
eral relations with many coun-
tries. It had become a member
of the Commonwealth even
when Pakistan quit it in 1972,
Then again, cordial relations
with India during those days
were a matter of great strength
to Bangladesh. At the same

One prerequisite for rencl:mg a bt-pa::tim

to be that there is no monopolisation of hi

credit of Sheitkh Mujib that

%tutul:: demon-
in impor-
tanceu af h ha |
rordibl rald dv Irelation

: ‘.- with thatiéonmtry, He had, in
wg:‘muw his yeunger-days as a politi-
courage, cian, vis China twice and

on his immutable place

fuundi::lg father of the state of
adesh’® evidently deserved
much better than the treatment
he had been meted out during
the last twenty-two years. He
may not have above criti-
cism, but in all fairness to his
contributions to our being what
we are today, we surely owed
him a debt not to denigrate his
basic standing in our political
history and national ltfcp?
The anti-thesis to the found-
ing principles of democracy,
nationalism, secularism and
soclalism propounded and
propagated after his violent end
not merely led to a plethora of
constitutional amendments
impregnating our national

history with malcontents but
also reconditioned the national
E: che along somewhat make-

ieve lines. The right-of-cen-
tre ideology which could be le-
gitimately pursued by a politi-
cal party alongside liberal po-
litical persuasions of other po
litical parties, in a systemn of
democratic pluralism, turned
out to be downright chauvinis-
tic and backward-looking.

Now, the BNP and Awami
League both accuse each other of
atavistic politics. This obses-
sive clinging to or living in the

ast would not have originated
n the first place had there not
been the violent political
change-over we had seen on Au-

time, Bangladesh's membership
of the OIC demonstrated its
willingness and ability to
plough its own furrow when the
occasion demanded. Sheikh
Mujib was in time-able to estab-
lish, the basis of our relations
with the Arab countries that
thereafter stood us in good stead
in obtaining much-needed oil
with reasonable ease; and at the
same time, propelled remit-

tances from lnc:reanlnq number
of Bangladeshi workers in

those countries.
The then Soviet Union was
the first munuz to which
a

Ba:?ﬂnmlhu state visit
in :hr;h lﬂﬂ?:lnd that ml.tm-
try's help in clearing up our two
clgﬁed up, war ravaged ports,
fa tlletr the direly ngzded
movement of goods across the
seas.

Bangabandhu's visit to
Japan in October 1973 was an
eventful one. From a plethora
of items in his brief, he focused
on the Jamuna Bridge, that he
said, would help “"consolidate”
Bangladesh's ecnnuﬂ. This
bridge, (to be completed by the
middle of next year), woes a
great deal to his initiative. The
visit was a big step in
Japan, a consistent partner in

our progress.

Bangabandhu took time
from his schedules at
home to attend the Common-
wealth Heads of Government
meetings in 1973 and 1975 in

Ottawa and Kingston respec-
tively and the nonaligned
summit in Algiers in 1974, dur-
ing which he was able to intro-
ﬂult]:c Bangladutﬂ anid to estab-
sh ra rt with a num-
ber of gupgd leaders. -
Bangladesh became a mem-
ber of the United Nations in
1974 when China withdrew its
veto, but it has to be said to the

in our national history seems
by any single political party leaving other political
parties a Ieewaytogetinm_it

gust 15, 1975. It was at that
point in time that a new analvt-
ical framework had to be con-
trived by the usurpers of power
in an attempled bid to legit-
imise their illegal take-over.
The murderous political coup
on that date was followed by a
couple of assassinations and
constitutional coups with each
one of them bringing in its
wake an outright rejection of
the preceding government but
basically keeping to the pro-Is-
lamic, pro-Chinese and anti-
Indian lines.

This more or less explains
why we have had this attri-
tional tendency to dig into each
other's past as the burning

problems of the day remained
unaddressed.

The promulgation of the In-
demnity Ordinance which ruled
out any trial of the killers of
B bandhu and members of
his family was a blot on our na-
tional conscience. And none of
the governments succeeding
Mushtaq and Zia regimes ever
made any attempt to strike out
that pernicious law from the
statutes book where it was em-
bodied as an act of parliament.
While the seif-confessed killers
were legally shielded, they went

romping on to occu h

diplomatic tions -gnd'ﬂ.
a manifestly extended justifi-
cation of the original sin — the

received

his political mentor Husain
Shaheed Suhra was the
first Head of Government of
Pakistan to have visited that
country. Developing friendl
relations with ina had al-
ways been high on Sheikh Mu-
{il_?l agenda -t‘ and soon lliﬁu'
€ creation o Blnghdu . a
hi level adesh trade
tion visited the then Can-
ton fair and established con-
tacts with the Chinese author-
ity, if onlzr to underline the pri-
ority tha

ot I Bm&dw‘e.h attac

relations. To Sheikh ib, the
Chinese veto against
Banﬁllduh*l mem p of
the United Nations was a pass-
ing cloud that had to clear up,
sooner than later.

In 1974 when he went to New
York to address the UN General

. Henry met
himlnzcw\'urkutd -
bandhu went on to W

to meet President Ford.

thereafter er, the US
Secretary of State, visited
Bangladesh and hopefully

m the impression that
ﬁ :l:lﬂl ling

remain t & -
sonal contacts with US l£l
such as Senator Edward
l{ennd;ynfave Sheikh Mujib the
?gport ty of expressing his
anks for the warm support
our ind movement
m the US public,
which eventually laid the foun-

dation of the very meaningful
relations that

enjoys with the Uni

now

States

Thus it was that in a short
span of thrée and a half years,
in spite of innumerable odds,
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman was able to establish
Bangladesh in the comity of
nations. This he did with
mumﬁ. tact and great states-
manship.

assassination. All this was

antithetical to norms of
justice and fair-play. This also
tx]:laina how thuggery came to
rule the political roost down the
line.

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman's
image should be kept above
partisan politics. For, he is the
architect of the country in
which we breathe, live and
carry out our avocations, in-
cluding. of course, politics for
power. As a mark of discor-
dance over this fundamental is-
sue one can cite the absence of
the tion in .
ment when the ty Act
was bﬂg’ annulled at the ini-
tiative the Awami League

government.

One isite for reach-
ing a bi- consensus on
his immutable place in our na-
tional history seems to be that
there is no monopolisation of
him by any si political
party leaving other political
parties a leeway to get in on it.



