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CARL LEWIS

to take up ph exercise af-
ter he runs his final race on
ber 13 in Houston where

he went to university.
But first there is the most lu-
crative m of the athletics
season in Zurich to contend

with.

chiefs

reigning Olympic long
jump champion and his man-
ager Joe as have often
‘been at odds with the US Na-
tional federation over the years
because they feel the sport has
not been run properly in the
country.

Despite the success of ath-
letes like Lewis and double
Olympic champion Michael
Jo. n and the enthusiastic
crowds at last year's Atlanta
Olympics, track and field is
struggling to compete with
other sports in the US.

It does not enjoy the same
popularity as it does in Europe
and there are no US meetings
close to the big money
of the Zurich Weltklasse where
a world record is worth 50,000
dollars and major athletes can
fmt around 80,000 dollars just
or turning up.

Lewis is running the 100
metres in Zurich but is not due
to compete t the likes of
newly-crowned world cham-

ion Maurice Greene and
anada's ﬂlrmph: champion
Donovan Bailey.

ﬂgaruaers said they ex-
pected the Canadian to run de-
311_]7“# hurting a groin muscle in
the sprint relay in Athens on
Sunday.

Lewis, a former 100 metres
world record holder who effec-
tively gave up top-class athlet-
ics after his long jump triumph
in Atlanta, said th: o not mind
missing out on races.

"Been there, done that,” he
said. "I am looking forward to
retiring and the next phase of
my life, I am ready to retire.”

Lewis is leaving the sport at
the same time as Christie who
announced at the weekend that
he was finally quitting after
several false starts in receht
times.

"I hope he is with the
decision," Lewis X

"He was one of my fiercest
competitors and I have a lot of
respect for him."

ZURICH, Aug 12:
Denmark's for-
mer Kenyan Wil-
son Kipketer will
try to erase the
oldest anc most
pres us world record from
the books on Wednesday and,
with it, the name of one of the
greatest middle-distance run-
ners ever — Britain's Sebastian
Coe, reports Reuter.

After equalling Coe's world
record of one minute 41.73 sec-
onds for the 800 metres In
Stockholm earlier in the sea-
son, the double world

will run in the most lucrative
Fﬂklﬂ i ake rs

00 to m story
meore 130.

in 1:43.38 look ensy.
With the help of s
and a still warm t in the
Swiss city, the 26-year-old
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Kipketer

Florence to set the world record
in June 1981 with one of the
most astonishing middle-dis-
tance performance of all time.
Twice last season Kipketer,
who went to live in Denmark in
1990, neared the record after
missing the Atlanta Olympics
because he was not cle to
run for his ed country.
There is a feeling in the ath-
letics world — shared by Coe —
that it is only a matter of time
before he betters Coe's mark.
From his bank er's point
of view, there is no better place
to produce a world record than
at the Weltklasse :
Organisers of the Zurich
eventare reluctant to announce
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WILSON KIPKETER
world record attempts in ad-
vance. But the financial incen-
tive is always there. '

A world record is worth
50,000 dollars in cash plus one
kilo of gold. Kipketer ex-

to earn a fee of at least

000 dollars for just
out on to the track. In :
his 'm; h.'Im. would I.E:nﬂ—
E:md a huge us

breaking new ground in the

Some 25 champions, 22 sil-
ver and 20 bronze medalists
from the Athens Champi-
onships are scheduled to com-

in a meeti which is

on the

aiming above Coe

eight finalists from Athens.

mﬂaﬂ is ho to te
pite hurting a n muscle
when he anch Canada to

H_::ir sprint relay triumph at
American women's sprint
champion Marion Jones will
also take on a -class field
over 100 melres ch includes
former world champions Gwen
Torrence and Gail Devers.
Britain's Black, not se-
lected for thie individual 400
metres in Athens amid contro-
versy at home, has a chance for
a shot at world and Olympic
champion Micharl Johnson.
The Zurich crowd can expect
a fascinating battle in the 5,000

metres between Ke 8 d |

champion Dmlﬂ%ﬂ'

Elhi?ﬂ'l Halle Gebraseldssic

of Et la who set the world

ﬂd 12:44.39 on the same
ack two years ago.

Komen said on Monday the
race was too soon after his tri-
umph in Athens on Sunday for |
3 world mdgood 'Z:;:h" con-i-

ons are ‘ ulars
know that athletics hutrﬁy can
be made at any momext.

BAF handball

results

JESSORE. Aug 12: Three
more matches of the Bangla-
desh Air Force Inter-base hand-

ball championship were finali-
sed at the BAF

el : Matiur
BAF Base Bashar defeated

tpla
Pahar Kanchanpur 13-11
| anpur by

New FCUA body

FARIDPUR, Aug 12: The ex-
ecutive committee of F
Cricket Umpires Association

(FCUA) has been formed on Fri- | Cup preliminary round first
day. reports BSS. Steaua, Lama htg
According to the association | meet with Real president

source, an eleven-member

Mujibur Rahman, police su for C League s-
;lmfdhlirmmMnurm‘é;rn trlu#. ke

as general secretary ] sources said PSG and
M A Ahsan Tuhin as treasurer Real have settled on a

The committee was formed | transfer fee of around tmﬂ-ﬁ
Wﬂtﬂmm lion francs (1.5 million
of the committee is to | for the 33- -old

look into the welfare of the lo- | whom J\g is
cal umpires. keen to have in his squad

| issue of the magazine Veja.

Swiss defender, is the En-
glish-based player orﬂ,mtd*

Bucharest for their

Joao a
dictator!

RIO DE JANEIRO, Aug 12:
Pele escalated his feud with
Joao Ha . calling soccer's
top official a "dictator” for
threatening to bar defending
champions Brazil from the

1988 World Cup. rgF:vﬂ.l AP,
The president FIFA, soc- l

cer's ng body, says he will
exclude Brazil from the sport's
showcase event if Co ap-

proves Pele's pmg«;ua for re-
structuring Br SOCCer.
"It was the reaction of a dic-
tator, precipitated and arro-
gant," Pele said in the current

The soccer great is now
Brazil's minister of sports. Last
week he propcsed a bill that
would eventually eliminate the
reserve clause that ties players
to clubs. It also would ref-
erees to unionise and make
sports tribunals in

The Braziilan Soccer Con-
federation — run by Havelange's
son-in-law, Ricardo Teixeira —
would lose much of its power
and would have to open its
books on international trans-
fers of players.

Pele says his proposal will -
help root out corruption in
Brazilian soccer. But Have-
lange, who is Brazilian, says
FIFA statutes do not allow in-
dependent referees or tribunals.

Bchlndfthﬁnfmnt;;.itnn is
a or uence Weern
uwsglegreatut player and the
sport’'s top official, now in the

t of his career.

e hypothesis of France
holding the Cul? without Brazil
doesn't exist," Pele said. "Have-
lange is president of FIFA, but

he no | er has the power he
thinkuhei-nan.“

Pele, who retired as a player
in 1977, says he is in agreement
in this instance with tine
star Diego Maradona — another
critic of Havelange.

"A few years ago Maradona
told me that Havelange was
gaga.,” Pele said. "I d ed him
and even fought with

Maradona. But now, I think he

really is a. I feel sorry for
hi > gag ry

Friendly soccer

ZURICH, Switzerland, Aug
12: Eight German based pla
were named today in a FIFA
World XI to face the Russian
All-Stars in a match in Moscow
on August 18 to mark the cente-
nary of Russian football and
the 850th anniversary of the
city of Moscow, reports AFP.

German internationals
Lothar Matthaeus and Stefan
Effenberg are joined by goal-

Uwe Gospodarek, Dutch
defender Frank Verlaat, mid-
fielders Abedi Pele of Gana and
Piotr Nowak of Poland, Brazil-
ian. stoiker. Giovane. Elber and
Palish attacker Andrei Josko-
wiak, all Bundesliga stars. in a
17-man squad to be jointly
coached by Englishman
Robson and Mexican natio
team coach Bora Miltinovic.

Ramon Vega, Tottenham's

while Frenchman Youri Djor-
kaef, Butchman Aaron Winter
and veteran striker Robert
B 1'-111 represent Italy's

Lama looks to
sign for Real

PARIS, Aug 12: Paris St
Germain's French Interna-
tional goalkeeper Bernard
Lama is due in Madrid this
week to try and reach an agree-
ment with Real Madrid, sources
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Australians

Fukuoka, Japan yesterday.
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Talbot counts on "Thorpedo'

FUKUOKA, Japan,
Aug 12 (Reuter):
Australia's swi-
mrnln% machine
has taken on
some new blood,
inclu a l4-year-old nick-
named Thorpedo'. as it eyes its
%ual of the goggn:}r Summer
lympics in 2 :

“It's part of the process,”
head Australian coach Don
Talbot said at the Pan-Pacific
g_iimmprnnshipa. "We are identi-

for 2000."

Flbot whio teognt scveis
coaches with him to help over-
see the 34 swimmers, including
17 . he has competing
in Fukuoka, said the Aus-
tralian government is spending
more money to support sports
pmgamm:s in the run-up to
the -n\!ldncy Olympics.

"They are very keen to make
:aiggod showing to the world,” he

The l4-year-old is lan
Thorpe, whose destruction of
ﬁgc-gmusd ﬂ in Australia

as eam im the "Thorpedo”
title from the Australian me-
d..ia.' ~

He ¥ atst i youtigest A€ =

to ever make an Australian
team, beating Ifj‘:, one month
Australian hero John Konrads,

who made Australia's 1956
ﬂlymgic team at 14 years, six
months. Konrads went on to
win an Olympic gold medal in
1960 and set a dozen world
records,

Thorpe has swam the 400
metre freestyle in three minutes
213 iy o e:lght“l?ﬂ e in ﬂmgat?

ven spot -
nals at the Atlanta Olympics.

"It's pretty exciting,” Thor-
pe's coach Doug Frost said,
adding Thorpe was looking
forward to the Olympics in his
hometown of Sydney. "He's

looking at that. at is where
his s are,” Frost said.
orpe is just the youngest

of several rising stars the Aus-
tralians are developing for
2000. Frost also ted to 16-
year-old Simon Cowley, who is

guicklao gainjng on veteran
hili gers, 25, as Australia's
best breaststroker.

"He's an outstanding
prospect as well as far as Syd-
ney is concerned.” Frost said.

Grant Hackett, a relative
veteran at 17, is ranked
number one in the world in
both the 800 and 1,500 freestyle
and took the gold in the 1,500 at
the World Short-Course Cham-
pionships in Sweden in April.

The old man of the youth

- of the lastimport

brigade, by Australian stan-
dards. is Michael Klim, who
tums 20 on Wednesday. Klim
has been giving himself early
birthday presents this week. On
Sunday. he had the fastest time
in the world in the last two
ears in winning the 200
reestyle.

His time of 1,47.60 was 0.03
second better than the gold

medal time at last year's
Olympics. He followed that up
on Monday by swimm the

100 freestyle in 49.46. The
fastest time in the world this
year and an Australian and
Commonwealth record.

The Australian women's
team is also stocking up on
youth for the Ol ics, includ-
ing lﬁ-ycar-nlds sty Ellem.
and Natasha Bowron, who both
won short-course gold medals.

Bowron, who did not come to
Fukuoka because she was sick,
led the 800 freestyle from start
to finish in Sweden. Ellern won
the 200 breaststroke in 2:22.68
to become the third-fastest
swimmer in the event ever.

The Pan-Pacific
ends on Wednesday and. is one
amt events on
the swimming calendar prior to
next January's World Champi-
onships.
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FUKUOKA, Japan,
Aug 12: Jenny
Thompson qua-
shed the chal-
lenge of younger
swimmers to stro-
ke home to win the women's
100-metre butterfly at the Pan-
Pacific Swimming Cham-
pionships today. reports AFP,
The 24-year-old American,
who cau a shock defeat of
Chinese ﬂlymlmc cham Le
to win lﬂ%?
added a1 Monday,
captured her tlﬂrr
meet record of 59.00 sec-

new
onds.

Thompson's time was also
theﬂdbﬂt hc?f the lﬂ-uJ n in the
worid, tering Japan's Ayari
Aoyama's time of 58.619 set at
the Pusan East Asian Games In
June.

Aoyama, a 15-year-old
schoolgirl whose one-month-
old world short course 100m
record was also wrested by
Thompson in 1, finished

in 59.35, by Cai
Huijue of China in 59 64,
isty Hyman deicoted
Thompson at the US trials a
week ago in the distance, but the
17-year-old from Phoneix came
home far behind the five-time
pic ¢ in 1:00.13.

A battle between O
800m freestyle gold medalist
Brooke Bennett of the United
States and 200m winner Clau-
dia Poll of Costa Rica ended
with Poll smiling in the wom-
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en's 400m race.

Poll, the winner in the 200m
freestyle here, clocked the best
time of the season with a time
of 4:06.56, beating the Ameri-
can by almost three lengths at
the finish.

Bennett, the winner of the
1.500m freestyle here, came in
4:09.77. followed by fellow
American Diana unz in
4:14.08.

Mal Nakamura who scored
the world best times of the sea-
son in the 100m and 200m to
win the Japanese national
championships in June,

the nationals, but was enough
to beat American Lea Loveless
Maurer into second and current
'i'l.gmm record holder Miki

It was third time lucky for
Neil Walker, who finally won
the gold medal in the men's

100m but after finishin
runner up in 100m
and backstrokes on the first

two days.

The American, who set a new
meet record in a heat
in the morning, bett his
earlier time to clock 52.76 for
another record, beating Mi-
chael Kiim of Australia 0.18
sec and teammate Nathaniel

by half a second.

Grant Hackett added the

Jenny sweeps 'em aside

men's 400m freestyle gold to his
800m gold by clocking a new
meet record of 3:47.27 to beat
fellow Australian lan Thorpe
into second and American Chad
Carvin into third.

Lenny Krayzelburg created a
new American record and also
meet a record with a time of
1:57.87 to win the men's 200m
backstroke, beating Canadian
Mark Versfel and fellow Ameri-
can Olympic champion Brad
Bridgewater.

Medvedev
advances

NEW HAVEN, Aug 12: Andre
Medvedev used a combination
of powerful serves and strong
baseline play to coast past Nir
w 6-3, 6-3 Monday in the
first round of the Pilot Pen In-
ternational, reports AP.

The ninth-sceded Medvedev
had seven aces, including a 123
mph game-winner to clinch the
first set. He broke the 20-year-
old Israeli three times in the
one-hour match.

The hard courts of the Con-
necticut Tennis Centre are
friendly territory for the 22-
year-old Ukrainian, who is
ranked 19th on the ATP Tour.
He won the then-Voulvo Interna-
tional here in 1993. cuttin
through a ficld that includ
Andre and Ivan Lendl.

This year's field in the 1.04
million dollars tournament
has 10 of the top 25 players.

jan Games in

a e

BANGKOK, 12: -
tions and hlckc?‘ilri‘g hctmm

organisers of next year's Asian
Games here were dogging prepa-
rations for the continent's
largest spurtln% event, the Thai
press reported today, says AFP,

Sukhavich Rangsitpol, a
Eepdu: Prime Minister who

ea € or committee,
has acce te%a{uhzull"éai tion of
his marketing director, San-
ti;:grb Tejavanija, newspapers
said.

Now another member of the

overnment-run Bangkok
an Games Organising Com-
mittee (BAGOC) has submitted
his resignation calling for
Sukhavich to be replaced as
committee chairman, the
Bangkok Post said.

Santiparb his seven
committee posts on July 31 in
protest at legal wrangling by the

overnment over a 10 mlfllun

ollar sponsorship ent
with Taiwanese computer firm
Acer Inc. for the event.

The ﬂlymc!air: Council of Asia
then stepped in to try to con-
vince him to stay saying he was
a key player in preparations for
the event, which will be the
13th time the Games have been
5 .
Charuek Arirajkaran a
(BAGOC) member and secretary
general of the Olympic Commit-
tee of Thailand put in his resig-
nation Saturday, the Post said.
He tried to resign once before,
after being sacked as BAGOC's
secret general, but was en-
ceur to stay on.

Other committee members
are threatening to follow suit,
the Post added.

Charuek said he was ered
by BAGOC's acceptance i:?%a.n-
tiparb's resignation and the
immediate naming of replace-
ments for his itions.

"It would have been better if
the Deputy Prime Minister had
consulted me before naming
anyone, but it seems he has lit-
tle faith in me," he told the Na-
tion newspaper.

Sweden’s 2004
Games bid at

gunpoint

STOCKHOLM, Aug 12: An
anonymous group threatened
today to target athletes and the
public if the Swedish capital
city is awarded the 2004
Olympic Games, reports Reuter.
The group, whose existence
was immediately challenged by
olice, said in a letter received
y the Swedish news agency
that it was responsible for eight
recent fires at sports venues and
a bomb explosion last week at
Stockholm's Olympic Stadium.
The ﬁrnup. calling itself "we
who built Sweden”, said it rep-
resented the country's poor and

Frtmine- -1l Bl on :
sion have been our warning. We
have sought to avoid harm to
people. We will continue until
the 10C (International Olympic
Committee) makes its decision.
From then on, human lives will
be at stake,” the letter said.

and

"Itisus who are b
blowing up sports facilities. The
Swedish people are on their
knees — hospital beds in corri-
dors, slashed dole benefits, re-
duced sions and a school
where the roof collapses and no
one did an about it.

“We who built Sweden have
to go cap in hand. At the same
time, the elected representa-
tives are content wi arra.nﬁ;
ing an Olympic Games whic
can cost enormous sums. Th
are putting our security at ri
with their Games.

"If Sweden %Iﬁts the Olympics,

ne who has been in
in the bid process will be our
targets. This will include s

ple and the public. We have
arge amounts of losives,
grenade launchers, automatic
weapons as well as am-
munition.

“We have sufficient to carry
out our aims. Do not doubt our
decisiveness.”

Police discounted the letter,
which was signed by the same
Eroup that threatened to disru

hristmas shopplng in
cities last year by planting
bombs.

Two minor explosive devices
were discovered in the western
cit{unf Gnthenhurgf but threats
to kill hundreds o pco]!‘:le dur-
ing a Christmas shopping
weekend proved to be a hoax.

"l doubt that the letter has
been written by the people re-
sponsible for the recent at-
tacks," said Stockholm police
spokesman Claes Cassel.




