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of perceiving the SSis as a
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health would greatly depend on the purchase oper-
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dustrial development and a
concrete policy statement
with details on the strategies

market segmentation, in the
consumer markets and in large
enterprises demand etc. have

1986) that the SSIs can be

equally efficient if these enter-
prises can exploit external

tional level estimates of the
owth and contributions of
Eril';eu industries is available in

vidual growers and at the same time be transacted and p ammes to implement :imd:]ﬁdntlhc u!p;cf;]:n whi'r:tt; s::nnumju and n:iju-t faster to ﬂ::gladclh. t:;vtrthelen var-
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this, high-level district committees would be
formed. Prime Minister Hasina, presiding over the
meet, directed the authorities "to accelerate the
process of jute sector reforms and infrastructural
development of jute management at grassroots
level."

The evil consequences of a glut at the
level can only be obviated by large new foreign off-

Plan, only a few disjointed
paragraphs have been put in
place in a rather non-profes-
sional manner.

But can this wilful neglect
underline heraldi of the
"dooms day” for the SSis? Per-
haps not. In contrast to the ap-
parently step-motherly attitude
displayed to the SSis, these in-

of SSis can be either indepen-
dent ucers or subcontrac-
tors to large firms or a con-
glomerate of small firms coop-
erating with each other in pro-
duction, marketing and distri-
bution.

It is this of SSis
which lhaull:m also be instru-
mental in changing the ortho-
dox views of many researchers

dustrial development provides
us with plenty of evidence that
niches for small-scale indus-
tries constantly emerge as the
industrial uction structure
transforms, while other niches
disappear during the process.
the SSis have thus become the
principal sources of new busi-
ness creation in all economic
systems. Emergence of these In-

different periods of time con-
firm that the SSis have better
records of growth than their
large counterparts which they
ac without much of pol-
icy support received from the
Government. On the contrary,
there have always been

intended and/or unintended bi-
ases In the overall macro poli-

ex-Chairperson
Department, Dhak University.
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HE news that President and Mrs Clinton were returning to
Martha's Vineyard has caused a stir throughout the island.
It htn.t because wcmar: t;;uud to presidents c — and
going. tcvm}rom:ilau ng the same question: "How
a ferry ticket? o

You have to understand that the way to bring a car onto
Martha's Vineyard is by fi o

erry, and it's impossible to a ferry
reservation this late in the season. You're not even glﬂlowed to
park in New Bedford in hopes that someone with a ticket got
stuck in a traffic jam in New Jersey.

Everybody has a theory on how the president secured his

takes or innovation of radical uses embraced by
manufacturers at home. The meeting was told of a
Russian offer to buy jute and jute goods worth 15
to 20 million dollars.

These are all to the good. But in spite of such
and a myriad other corrective measures taken from
time to time over the past so many decades, jute
has steadily been dwindling as an earner for the
nation as well for the individual

LETTER FROM AMERICA
Reader's Di gest Picks on Bangladesh
Dr.F

din Ahmed writes from Princeton

Mr. Bennet went out of his way

Horowitz's sell-righteousness The Zionists know that in

result of our jute and jute goods occupying a dan-
gerously decreasing area in world trading. Of the
many profitable uses jute was to be put, as again
touted for decades on end, none has so far proved
a success story. The latest in the line has been the
chimera of paper from green jute. What ever has
happened to that? A clear elaborate idea is over-
due.

Exasperated, we ask the government, without
polite embellishments, why aren't you banning
polythene bags here and now? What is holding
you? Khaleda Zia's reprieve to the polythene lobby
Is nearing the end or is already over. For jute's
sake, for this nation's sake ban the dangerous bags

without wasting anymore time. That would surely

glﬁﬁhi*Luiﬁ}léﬁWﬁfgbfﬁﬂﬂlﬂh i1 !_lft.-‘ i 2

Biman's maintenance laxity has hit a new nadir
in public perception after Sunday's dreadful
touchdown of its F-28 aircraft at the ZIA from Cal-
cutta without a functioning wheel. Whatever maybe
the sophisticated explanation of the debacle in
avionics parlance, the fact of the matter is the thud
without an appropriate landing gear was a close
shave with fatality for the 85 lives on board. If a
thirty-minute t could be so horrifically mis-
handled one, wouldn't be amiss to raise several

uestions about the longer international flights
iman Bangladesh Airlines operate globally on a
e customer reactions, let's face it, have been
from mixed to adverse about punctuality, in-flight
service and conditions of the toilets. In spite of
these drawbacks Biman has been making some
business on the international routes. But if the op-
erational security status, both inflight and on-
ground is allowed to decline any f er, then we
are afraid Biman could face a clientele exodus on a
scale hitherto unprojected. _

Biman is a loser in domestic operations, but
makes profit on the international circuit. We can
assure them that they could easily be losers in
both the sectors if the number of 'averted mishaps'
keeps increasing and there is a providential ring to
Biman's reliance rating.

There are national flag-carriers galore, and the
aviation technology has reached such a state of
anti-accident ection today that any airlines

g behind in the technical aspects of function-
ing stand no chance in this super-competitive jet-
set age.

It is time, therefore, that Biman tidied up its
maintenance mess accumulated over the years
through persistent laxity, lack of supervision, and
inventory updating, not necessarily of high-cost
items. With many of its engineers in service since
the Pakistan days, the task of streamlining the
technical aspects of Biman, Bangladesh Airlines
hardly looks formidable.

Those Manholes

Dhaka, aesthetically the city of mosques, has
also become, in a strange mixture of opposites, a
city of open manholes and festering scar-marks.
On a sunny day, these are less hazardous malcon-
tents gaping over the underground storm sewers,
except for some absent-minded passers-by occa-
sionally tripping over or almost falling into them, or
vehicles bumping maddeningly along these undu-
lating stretches.

In the rainy days, of course, they are invisible
accident-tratﬁs where automobiles skid into only to
be lifted with a herculean effort as the traffic con-
gestion gets worse. And, as the users of three
wheelers, both manual and mechanised, will
vouchsafe what a bodily jerk, including the head-
bashing one gets on a scooter, during the rides
through bumpy roads.

The booby-traps in knee-deep waters literally
turn into cesspools that are a veritable danger to
public health. Some known spots in the city wear a
allﬁl_;nﬂy improved look after down-pour these days
without being quite as water-logged as before —
thanks to some drainage improvisation. Replica-
tion is advised _

As for the lidless manholes we want a survey
made by road inspectors to determine their exact

number. Then they must find stealth-proof ways to
I cover them up undetachably but workably.
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gust 1997 issue, by someone

called Ralph Kinney Bennet,
entitled, "The Global War on
Christians”, the "Reader's Di-
gest”" says: "In Bangladesh,
when Marzina Begum and her
family would not celebrate a
Muslim holiday, the villagers
::H:at her husband, breaking his
eg.”

grower. That was a In the first article of its Au-

The article begins with: " In
China's Henan Province, 36-
year-old Zhang Xiuju was
dragged from her home one
night by the police. When the
police returned her lifeless, bat-
tered body, they claimed Xiuju
had died accidentally when she
jumped from a car.”

"In Pakistan Munir Kho-
_kher was wounded by a gun shot
when he tried to -aﬁ:p‘-‘ the

ristidn
Muslim 'mobs."
“You haven't heard of these
people. They are but drops of
water in a vast sea of victims —
men, women and children who
have been tortured, imprisoned
and executed. Their crime?
They are Christians.” The arti-
cle extensively quotes two
books, written by Christian
Right activists, Nina Shea and
Paul Marshall.

The article labels Muslim
militants and Communist o
pressors, in that order, as the
most implacable foes of Chris-
tianity. It paints the map of all
the countries in the world that
persecutes Christians most
severely in red — Indonesia,
Malaysia, Vietnam, North Ko-
rea, China, Pakistan, Uzbek-
istan, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Su-
dan, Egzpt. Libya, Nigeria and
Cuba. Notice that all but four
countries named are Muslim.
Bangladesh did not make it as a
red spot on the map presumably
because the map featured onl
countries with over 100,00
Christians.

It is a fairly good bet that
neither Ms. Shea or Mr. Mar-
shall visited Bangladesh to find
things out for themselves. Nev-
ertheless, they had no qualms

about printing what the
wanted to hear. %‘h -

e reason why

— — _ r -

day-light?

Sir, The article by Mr CA F
Dowlah under the above cap-
tion published in your daily re-
cently portrays the gloomy ac-
countability situation in the
Public Expenditure Manage-
ment of the government.
Drawing on the recent Public
Accounts Committee (PAC) Re-
port, Mr Dowlah referred to
some distressing instances of
the lack of financial account-
ability in the government. The
PAC R:EQH reviewed the ac-
tions taken by the government
on the audit findings relating to
financial irregularities in the

i::ri:r:rnmcnt mentioned in the
nual Audit Reports of the
Comptroller and Auditor Gen-
eral (CAG) of Bangladesh.

Mr Dowlah in his article has
pointed to callousness and ig-
norance of the senior civil ser-
vants with which they deal with
the audit objections and com-
ments. His comments that the
problems lie in the attitude and
mind-set of the public servants
rather than in the strength of
the bureauc seem to be very
right. The need for reform in
the archaic auditing system, as
he mentioned, is also dis-
cernible, While agreeing with
the contents and recommenda-
tions of the writer, however, |
beg to differ with one of his rec-
ommendation in which he sug-
gested that the audit office
uhnuldt:ée run by a politically
appoin person.

The office of the CAG, also
known as the Supreme Audit

.1 anydntesest MWH;

ssault jon thein, he .

to criminalise Bangladesh is
that he knows there is little
chance of retaliation. Commen-
tators and cartoonists have
had a field day picking on
Bangladesh. Let me give some

es.

I have heard a Professor sa
on television channel PB¢
"Mexico is not a backwa: .
country like Bangladesh.” A
television crime fighter was
heard shouting after a fleeing

criminal, "Where do you lh.illl'lk

u are . esh?”
ﬁmhanu ‘mtl!-;c‘ Umﬂnnl,
a Ch un-Times cartoonist
depicted some members as, "I-
Ran, [-Rack, Bang-the-dish.”
Unfortunately, since very few

expatriate Bangladeshis have

Honestly, | have no idea
whether Christians are perse-
cuted in B adesh or not. If
the said incident is true, it is a
shameful crime, and the crimi-
nals must be brought to justice.
The fact that Muslims else-
where may be subjected to per-
secution, in no way justifies
such heinous crimes.

On the other hand, if Mr.
Benn:‘; - I::ah; blown
"Bangladesh's stian
cution” theory way out rj pro-
gurtiun. then perhaps

angladeshis could return

favour by cance their sub-
scription to the "Reader’'s Di-
gest”, as a token of protest. It
will not make much dent into
the Digest’s 27 million monthly
subscription figure, or their
monumental profits, but it will
get their attention!

The article also features the
activities of Zionist Michael
Horowitz. To the question why
a Jew is so interested in saving
Christians, Mr. Horowitz says:
"It may be easier for me to see
the parallel between what is
happening to Christian com-
munities today and what hap-

medeypeoplcgudngmuch

of Europe's history.

'I_‘hc __qql_y_ response to Mr.

ru — — — - -
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Institution, is a constitutional
entity all over the world.
Nowhere in the world this office
is headed by a politically ap-
pointed person. The main re-
sponsibility of this office is to
rovide assurance to the Par-
iament that the public money
appropriated by it have been
spent%y the government func-
tionaries with due regard to
propriety, larity and econ-
omy. To perform this job prop-
erly, the office needs a person
who has professional ri-
ence in the respective field and
who can work in an environ-
ment which allow him to exer-
cise his functions with absolute
independence without any in-
terference from the government
on all audit and administrative
matters. He is also required to
work with such capabilities as
neutrality, objectivity and pro-
fessionalism. So, in my opin-
ion, if this office is run by a po-
litically appointed person, it
would not possible on his
part to accomplish this job by
observing those qualities. The
litical orientation of the of-
ce would obviously harm the
professional and independent
character of the office. The po-
litical environment and culture
prevailing in the country also
would not support the con-
tention.

The office of the Auditor
General through sound and
timely auditing can play a key
role in ensuring the financial
accountability of the govern-
ment only when the office is
properly organised with ade-
quate resources. The effective-
ness of its role in ensuring fi-
nancial accountability also de-

- must be: balon When the

holocaust ::u the jan Mus-
lims was t lace tin
heart of I!:.urn::n?pc':g cl?n]}r lwm
ago, Mr. Horowitz, or fellow
Zionists, A. M. Rosenthal of the
New York Times, Steve Emer-
son of anti-Islam television, US

‘nator Arlen Specter of Penn-

.lvania and Freuntauvt
Frank Wolf of Virginia were
nowhere to be found!

The truth lies elsewhere.
Some staunch supporters of Is-
rael believe that what is good
for the Muslims, is bad for Is-
rael. Right after seven Muslim-
majority states emerged from
the break-up of the Soviet
Union. in 1991, the Israeli Am-
bassador to the United States
made a speech in New York ex-

pressing concésn, He asked {of

Ei:.te western action to m
nascent states just
themselves from the shackles
of Communism! The same rea-
a.%ning revented the Zionists

m condemning the annihila-
tion of Muslims in Bosnia.

The ardent of many
Zionists was that Islam would
replace Communism as the
West's new enemy. When that
did not happen, at least to the
extent they hoped. they went
after creative ways of fos
hostility between Muslims an
Christians. "Persecution of
Christians by Muslims” seemed
to fit the bill. After all, how can
the westerners, Christians
down to a man, woman and
child. be not upset at the ill
treatment of their co-religion-
ists by the Muslims?

In reality, there is not much
love lost between the Christians
and the Jews. The Christians
hold the Jews responsible for
the crucifixion of Christ. And
the Christians exacted revenge
for the betrayal. From Shake-
speare's Jew-baiting in Mer-

t of Venice, thruu;h the
expulsion of Jews from Igﬂ.ln to
their extermination in Hitler's

furnaces, what a it was!
And who gave thl:% Jews
t

o Spai e, bt the Mol

pends on the viability of our
democratic structure. As the
country could not experience
uninterrupted democratic prac-
tices during the last 25 years,
the institution of the CAG with
its limited resources and other
constraints seemingly could
not play that effective role as
the nation expects. However,
presently in the context of the

establishment of an effective

Parliament and the strong
t role of the PAC that it

is playing now, one can hope
much improvement in the per-
formance of the public sector
auditing as well as in the fi-
nancial accountability of the
government in the coming days.

Ahmed Firoz
121 West Dhanmondi
Dhaka -

Home schooling :
A new trend

Sir, Most parents are likely

to turn their backs on main-
stream schools in near future
gnd Elﬂ]l;t cdut::atlng their chil-
ren at home by :ngaFing tutors
and usinﬁ technology now
available. No
poor student of education, have
already encouraged many par-
ents in our country

children at home — at least up
to the primary level.

rmal schools with

to keep their

That was my observation

while running a tutorial. Their
move was also to protect the
children from dangerous influ-
ences of the schools — the de-
motivating effects of institu-
tional life, the exposure to un-

mention some.

Again

nology is the key stimulus — for
some, no longer it take the
teachers as the sole source of
knowledge. Many families now
can exploit a number of infor-
mation sources including
radio and the Internet.

ers. Whereas the school

tives an

your child at

the h?llf Quran’ :llnh (SWT)
says that the le of
the book Llenlm:nd Chﬁlﬂﬂmﬂp '
Muslims can expect better col-
laboration with the Christians.

are so ea-
enmity of the
world's Muslims, it will become
a self-fulfilling prophesy!

(For the record, let me also
condemn unequivocally the
terrorist act ated two
suicide bombers in Jerusalem
:}I:tpaklﬂl.ed fifteen Israelis. If

tinians are going to get
their statehood, one hopes it
will not be stained by *he
of innocent [sraeli men, women
and children.)

The US State Department's

fecent report chronicling the
worldwide tion of Chris-
tians is . Does the re-
imply that non-Chris-

ans do not suffer tion,
or, that even if do, it is not
as important? ch one-di-

mensional expression of out-
rage lacks a moral component.

Granted, minority Chris-
tians have been the reci t of
hostile denunciations in cer-
tain countries. On the other
hand, in some other countries,

such as Bosnia, the Christians

have been the perpetrators. In
ite of Ms. Shea and Messrs.
and Horowitz's at-

cur.ing' religious minorities.
Chﬂuﬂf;uj:ghty is hﬂ an en-
dangered . account,
the world's mﬁ religion is
flourishing. erefore, the

- State Department's selective

concern for Christiani is

akin to documen S
committed un]e]t'; the
majority whites In
the guise of protecting the
Christians, the State -
ment , and the anti-Mus-
Hm S -Wolf bill before the

us nngn:sa. smacks of pro-
moting Christianity worldwide!

:amuqrpa;r ps. drugs, sex,

quency etc, to
the tech-

w!

Technology gives easy access
to all the information that the
home-based students need with
a few tutors to guide. With par-
ents better educated and with
understanding of movement, to

and from schools, twice a day or

whiling away your time just
waiti

for the school to close.
Colin Rose, a UK resident

and co-author of the book, Ac-

celerated Learning for the 21st
Century, points out the only
meaningful jobs of the future

will be for independent, cre-

ative and self-motivated learn-
system
against those objec-
is more likely to breed
unformality, dependency and
lack of engagement. Educating
ome could be the
radical educational

tends to go

most

change since the introduction
of mass-schooling at the end of
the 19th century.

In a study in America, it was

found children educated at
home have shown to be two or
three years ahead of their
equivalents who learn in gen-
eral schools. Studies also

that home-tau
better socially and more ma-
ture.

Col (rtd) Mirza Shaffi
House: 82F, Rod: 5
Banant, Dhaka.

ght children are

reservation.
Scott
He said, "John H

which then it on to the
Donald

exch for his
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their ticket.

onto

our island but also

ptain three
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OPINION

Speaking Perfectly

Munira Khan

Once my husband told me
that there is mi: ‘chore’ {thlcm
M n . I was surpri
111?::]: hf“ffm: "'l‘herr:rgly be
'choors’ (thieves) in My-
mensingh thnugih“. I laughed.
As a matter of fact., people of
different districts of
B adesh have different dis-
tinctive practice while pro-
nouncing words which they
cannot avoid or do not avoid
while speaking. | remember,
when [ was a student of Dhaka
University, a student leader
told someone who went to meet
him: "Come in, come in. Why
are you 'feefing’ ( ing); have
a cuff {cup) of tea with me.” That
dialogue ame very popular
and a source of enjoyment for
us. Then there is a story |
heard in London. A man went to

a banker asking for loan to buy
acar. Theb asked: "What
of car do want to buy?”

man said: "bolbo” (mean's
I will tell). The banker again
asked and the man repeated
"bolbo, bolbo". Then suddenly,
the banker understood. e
word was Volvo'.

It happens when a letter or
word is pronounced in a differ-
ent way it should be used. It
happens due to many reasons.
In my opinion, the main reason
of mispronunciation is: habit,
First somebody learns it from
her /his surroundings, or from
school and then it mes a
habit which afterwards cannot
be ch or corrected. Some-
times many people do not care
enough to correct their pronun-
ciation. | have heard many edu-
cated people, well placed in the
society, to pronounce 'g' and j'
as 'z', like, 'intelligent’ as ‘intel-
lizent'. 'object’ as ‘obzect’, 'much’
as 'muss’, [Sc, BSc as 'l Eche
Chee, B Eche Chee'.

It does not really matter so
long we can understand what
one wants to say (altho it ir-
ritates) but it becomes difficult
to understand when the mean-
ing changes for mispronuncia-
tion, like ‘estate’. for 'state’
‘reason’ for n," ‘joo’ for 'zoo'
etc. The contention of my writ-
ing is that many of us are obliv-
jous of our pronunciation of
English and even of Bangla.
Since childhood,
when is educated in
the rumnf Bangladesh,
people pick up the
nunciations without knowing

is convinced hﬁhlt the;:nu a Far East connection.
uang probably got t le to make a
ferry ticket donation to the gemucrauc mlm Committee,

mith is not so sure. "I heard that Mr Clinton
omised someone he could bchnl:ud of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
on a 1"

story | heard was that the president offered to make Romania,
Poland and Hungary members of NATO if they would turn over
their boat reservations. The Martha's Vineyard Steamship Au-
thority said that they didn't need any more countries from

Angry island residents have been demanding
ment of a special prosecutor to find out how the Clintons got

Josh Decatur, who has been on standby at Woods Hole since
12 May. said, "I'm not a whiner, but when the president drives
at boat, 145 Secret Service argentl and 230 journalists
dm;_- nndu{!_i:rih him. It's not fair when
yard an in pepts.
The buzz abiut £00 s, deds € FbEwhy
begi f mmhow hﬁm the fir
nning o , but a moment the first available
mtﬁu 3 December. It doesn't matter for the presi-
dent because he can serve from any location. But he has to drive
Chelsa to Stanford early this fall.
There's even a rumour that the
ts in the Lincoln Bedroom {f he will just
t that's just talk.
What makes more sense is that Taiwan wants to send over
one of its ferry boats to Martha's Viney paign
tribution. That's something all the residents on the island can
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quiet until now, said, "The

the ap

point-

own a house on the Vine-

how he can get'un
t off. He is slated to leave at the

president has offered the

ard as a cam con-

the correct ones.

It is understood that the
teachers are not particular to
make the pronu tion correct
for the students :I:tr for them-
selves. Man ple may argue
saying: Wh};tpn;nu it matter?
This is not our own
But in my opinion, it matters.
For a little mistake in Arabic
pronunciation, for the

mm;:le._ﬁl

we mi nounce while
the Holy Quran, without know-
;n[g we may change the
Quranic verses. To learn
to speak perfectly in ar:z lan-
guage should be regar as
t.

It matters a lot for a
or a teacher because by speak-

ing perfectly one can influence
and inspire more. | remember
in our university days, we never
absented ourselves from the
classes taken by Prof Mozaffar
Ahmed Chowdhury, Dr Hasan -
Imam or Dr Joti Guha

Thakurta and others spoke
good English and Bengali.

I can still hu:vr thﬂrmvﬂcu
in my memory. We ys en-
JOH the speech given by someone
who fluently and pro-
nounces the .
either in English or in :
But no one can do it automati-
cally. One has to acquire — to
learn one has to be taught. For
that teachers are to be respon-
sible and careful. Percents are
to be particular in their own
pronunciations. Television and
radio have a role to play also in
this respect.

Manyda times, | have heard
my grandson mispronouncing
Ef;ﬁa" words. en admon- I
i . he says: "But | have heard
it in a TV dramal” He is right. In
TV dramas, we hear a typical
pronunciation, vocabu and
intonation from the dialogue
coming from the mouth of peo-
ple serving in the house or peo-
ple coming from villages. The
children pick it up easily and
like to repeat.

Anyway, we cannot prevent

anybody speaking in their own
way and in their own . but |

we can always advise the next
generation to avoid mispro-

q

especially nunciation. They should al-
ways try to learn and speak per-
fectly. whether in n I
wrong pro- Eﬁilhﬁﬂulhlnl is than
- il




