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Patch-work on Campus

Dhaka University authorities have decided to
flush out ineligible residents of most of the male
dormitories by tomorrow in order to ensure their
occupation by bonafide students of the institution.
The way outsiders and the armed cadres had been
infesting the halls of residences recently as a result
of preparation for a confrontation by the two ma-
jor student organisations, JCD and BCL — particu-
larly after the incident of capturing a dorm by one
group from the grasp of other — the above decision
taken at the meeting of the Paribesh Parishad yes-
terday was possibly the only logically expected
one under the circumstances.

While the decision to leave three female dormi-
tories out of this purge plan is understandable, the
one to keep Surya Sen Hall — the apple of discord
between JCD and BCL in their highly improper and
unethical tussle to establish supremacy on the
campus through a vicious grip on the halls of resi-
dence — is a questionable one. If getting the dorms
rid of the outsiders is the objective of this plan of
evacuation and readmission , then it should have
been a wholesale and simultaneous one. Despite a
similar cleansing drive only last month, Surya
San Hall seems to be back in the grip of terrorists
again.

The latest trouble-shooting bid of the DU au-
thorities deserves to be wished success so long it is
deemed as a beginning of a lun% and arduous pro-
cess to uproot the causes of trouble . It cannot be al-
lowed to be forgotten as an end in itself. Because we
do not have a particularly inspiring history when
it comes to winnowing the chaff from the grain
through evacuation . Failure of this ploy in the
past has necessitated the present one. The message
is clear. Patchwork won't do. Unless political par-
ties withdraw their stakes from educational insti-
tutions there is no doubt the stories of dorm evacu-
ation will grow in volume. Secondly, this is a per-
fectly abominable trend that students or their
leaders should have any role in the implementa-
tion of a decision of the university authorities. Is
not the Dhaka University administration able
enough to execute its own decision ? More impor-
tantly, the one and the only way students can jus-
tify their presence in the university or educational
institutions is by being involved in matters related
to learning and enlightenment. They are devoid of
any moral authority to be the overseeing agent in
any administrative act, be it evacuation or any-

thing else.
Better Avoided

Professor Golam Ali Fakir is again in the
news. His term as Vice-Chancellor of Khulna
University expired and he saw no reason to wait
for his reliever to come. He left Khulna handing
over charge to the Honorary Treasurer of the
University. Perhaps this is not very irregular. But
the fact of the Honorary Treasurer Sardar Abdur

Razzak being a frontiranking leader of the

¢ it | intp something he could have.
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avoided. He didn't wait for Professor Nazrul Islam,
his successor, to arrive and take over from him. He
didn't or couldn't wait? We don't know. On the face
of it, he should have waited but did not choose to.
Did he do something wrong? Was there a faux pas
as involved?

Times are such that a matter-of-course incident
which should have passed without notice seems to
have stirred up academic commotion strong
enough to send waves to Dhaka. A Daily Star story
reports indignation among teachers over making
over to a known political figure rather than to a
senior teacher. The an%ered teachers perhaps did
not care to know Vice-Chancellors are not compe-
tent to make over charge to anyone of their choice
and that treasurers are quite the right person to fill
in an unforeseen temporary gap in that top
position.

Setting logic aside, it is a fact that Dr Fakir's has
not been the wisest of actions. So much so this has
been taken up by the leader of the Opposition to
open a new barrage against politicisation of the
university by the AL government. Now the ques-
tion that remains is: was Dr Fakir asked by his su-
periors in Dhaka — theoretically, he should have
none except the Chancellor or the President of the
country — expressly to hand over charge to the
Honorary Treasurer, an AL leader? Or he did it de-
liberately to embarrass AL? Whatever the answer,
the effect remains the same. Another awkward sit-
uation for the government, another handle to de-
tractors. These should not be dismissed as pin-
pricks. Combined they can be unsettling.

Elevating Achievements

Marlene Ottey, the legendary sprinter from Ja-
maica about whom we had written in these
columns out of unbounded appreciation for her
athletic quality and Robert Bruce-like persever-
ance, was beaten at the Athens World Athletic
Championship on Friday by, incredibly, Susan-
thika Jayasinghe, a 25-year-old athlete from Sri
Lanka. It feels great to see someone from the sub-
continent making a mark in world-level track
events. Milkha Singh we remember as a phenome-
nal achiever but even he was no medalist. Abdul
Khalique was the best sprinter in Asia in his time
doing better than 10.5 on occasions. He couldn't
land a medal. It remained for Susanthika to earn
the first track medal, a silver, for not only Sri
Lanka but for South Asia as a whole. Her time for
the 200 metre dash, one-hundredth of a second bet-
g:r thanf Ottfy's ;ilt 2t2}.1i39 is something out of ques-

on ior most male athletes com ng in top meets
in the subcontinent. We send uurpegurantgeﬁﬂ cu%gratu-
lations to Susanthika.

A similar kind of a sense of elevation was felt by
readers of the morning Press on Sunday. Thirty
Bangladesh police officials were awarded the
United Nations Medal for meritorious service with
the UN peacekeeping mission in Bosnia-Herzegov-
ina. The news further reported an earlier award of
ten UN Medals to ten other officials. A full com-
Plement of 1155 Bangladesh arnt}iycand police per-

in

sonnel are at present engaged UN peacekeep-
operations around the globe. . d
€ medals have been well-earned. Nation is the
name of an idea, in most cases this is an abstrac-
tion. Our performance in Bosnia-Herzegovina and
:El tintemagnnal recognition are among thirégs
concretise a nation. We join in felicita e
awardees of the UN M ; ] S8
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America's Post-Gulf War Gulf Policy
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HE world's backwater till

I about early '60s the Gulf
region of the Middle East
shot Into prom-inence almost
overnight and radually
occupied a position of
importance second only to that
of the central theatre of
original Cold War — Europe.
When Iran was up as an
US ally and Iraq signed a
Treaty of Friendship with the

Union dunnf e '70s the
East-West rivalr

clearly
apllledlnluth:ﬂ . even if in-
irectly. This newly-acquired
geostrategic importance of the
region comprised of Iran, Iraq,
Saudi Ara.gia. Kuwait, UAE,
Bahrain, Qatar and Oman, was
primarily because of its enor-
mous oil wealth and its pro-
found impact on the economies
of the develo world. But it is
not merely the economies but
also the defence of Eur that
desperately required Gulf oil in
order to function. As a result
NATO is a pri beneficiary
gl‘. and indeed lil_ll alwa ufbcaml
ependent on the supp ol
from the Gulf. Y
The western interests in the
region first by the British date
back to early nineteenth cen-
tury although the US involve-
ment in the Gulf is a recent
phenomenon. During the hey-
day of Pax Britannica, the en-
tire region remained under
British tutelage. However with
the British decision of its mili-
tary withdrawal at the close of
the '60s for the first time there
was a power vacuum in the Gulf.
But contrary to the expecta-
tions, the Americans with bit-
ter experience of Vietnam did
not want to replace British in
the Gulf as they did elsewhere
taking up the mantle of de-
clini uropean WErs Soor
after the Second World War. In-
stead, in keeging with the spirit
of Nixon's Guam doctrine of
1969 envisaging reduced mili-
tary commitment transferred
the prime responsibility of
protecting the US interest in the

area to her allies in the Pr;flun.
For the purpose she hel de-
veloping regional influentials
who would eventually turn into
the US s te to serve her in-
terests. Within the framework
of this policy the US, following
the of the western secu-

rity alllances (e.g. ad pact
) a wave of

and later
strident Arab ::lluur;nhlm fllf
velo special relationship
mthp.ifmp:';d Saudi Arabia
almed at creati what was
then considered "
of security.”

In less than a decade the
twin pillar of colla
with the Iranian revolution in
1978-79 as was the fate of Bagh-

dad Pact when in 1958 monar-
chy was overthrown in Iraq.
then the closest of the US allies
in the Arab world. Notwith-
standing this setback the US,
with her interest rﬂnnlnlnﬁ;n
changed in the Gulf, could ;
ever ensure the uninterrupted
flow of oil to the world market
at prices that did not damage
economies either of the US or
her allies in the advanced in-
dustrialised world. And the
strategy empl , for it was
now to prop up , hitherto an
adversary and other regional
allies particularly of the Gulf
cooperation council to balance
the power of now hostile Iran.
The strat
a morale dimension, worked all
right even through the difficult
days of Iran-Iraq war threaten-
ing the closure of Gulf's strate-
gic waterways without com-
promising the US' basic policy
premise. refraining from direct
military involvement and con-
tinuing to shift the responsibil-
ities to regional allies. Yet in
the wake of Iran-lraq war in
early '80s, a trend towards an
increasingly direct American
strategic role in the Gulf could

twin pillar

, although bereft of .

not be overlooked. But even as
the American mili role in
the Gulf became more , the
Reagan and Bush administra-
tions considered Iran and Iraq
as the key strategic players.
Taking Iran to be more inimi-
cal to interest in the .
Wa.hington moved to ster
Saddam’s regime as a counter-

t to Iran when the tide of

turned Baghdad.
Iraq's defeat in Desert Storm
IlcyI Gulf. This i
po in t ulf. is is not
without a reason although its
wisdom is questioned even In
the US itself. The end of the

tumaround in US

the US aims at isolating both
the countries regionally, cut-
ting them off from the world
economic and trading system.,

and encouragi a regime
change in Iraq. It

su rted the continuation of

UN sanctions against and
made efforts to lraun_

persuade
rope, Russia and Japan to
Iran’s access to interna
ﬁrpital and arms markets.
ore im 3 implicit in
it is an Enn to involve
Pﬂ'tel:f more directly in Gulf af-
airs.
On May 18. 1993 the
assistant to President Clinton

o
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Cold War already eliminated a
major strategic concern for the
US which no had to fear
Soviet efforts to gain a foothoild
in the Gulf. Second, as a result
of almost a decade-long conflict
the power balance be-
tween Iran and Iraq was estab-
lished at a much lower level of
military capability. Third, the
GCC states eagerness to enter
into security arrangements
with Washington gave the
American forces an advantage
to physically deploy in the Gulf
against any threat either from
Iran or . Finally, an allied
victory in the Gulf war gave
Americans an extra confidence.
Emboldened by these positive
factors the US has now devel-
oped a policy known as "dual
containment”, to deal with Iran
and Iraq, both identified to-

m-: significant threats to
a's interests in the Gulf
region. According to the policy,
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| by Brig (Rtd) M Abdul Hafiz

for Near East Affairs at the Na-
tional Security Council out-
lined the dual containment. He
said that the US would no
longer play the game of balanc-
ing Iran against Iraq. The
strength of the US and its

in the , Is-
rael, Saudi Arabia, Tu and
the GCC states— would allow
Washington to "counter both

the Iragli and Iranian mes.
Thell!iidllnntmadtf%mn
on one to counter the o "

While reiterating the US com-
mitment to the territorial in-
tegrity of Iraq, he left little
doubt that a regime change in
Baghdad was the ultimate goal
of American policy. The con-
tainment of Iran, not buttressed
I'jy UN resolutions is tricky. The

S, however, recognises that
such containment must be mul-
tilateral. Towards that end,
Washington will work energeti-
cally to persuade other coun-

tries not to engage in military
transactions or normal com-
mercial relations with Tehran.

While the idea of con
both Iran and Iraq has a f
gmﬁallﬂcal it is fraught
with difficulties. Two of the
America's cloncﬂdnllTLe: ht:; the

on, t an r are
Flr;ldy calling for easing of
sanctions on [raq. The regime
char]ge in Iraq, it is feared,
would entail the disintegration
of Iraq,

tive to prevent Ir
gration. Meanwhile, Europe
and J have been

ate Iran economic

do business with Iran. The GCC
is a ma-
contain-

states, whose securi
jor goal of the du

ment policy regard isolating
Iran as a mist

Dual containment places a
substantial political burden on
the Gulf monarchies. As Iran
and Iraq rebuild their mili-
taries the detterent
policies requires a continued
and ng American pres-
ence in the Gulf. Saudi Arabia
and her GCC partners would
have to host such a
raising the level of hostility be-
tween them and both Tehran
and Baghdad. The higher the

aspect of the

American military profile in
these countries the greater the
risk that it would ome a
lightning rod for domestic dis-
content. Moreover, there are
some risks inherent in the cou-

ing of the US approaches to
ran and Iraq. To the extent

they are pressured they may be
driven u'ﬁthu in their eﬂ%rl.l
to resist West. Indeed. Bagh-
dad and h’l;m seem to have
en.gaguil cooperation
over past g\l:an despite their
differences. al containment
pushes Saddam and Tehran
closer together despite their
history of hostilities. Tentative
political contacts between the

two states have recently been
renewed

Also, *a Vietnam rome

seems to have been in

the . The Carter doctrine

ufslgﬁt} mmnﬂt:'ﬁl;:
US to preventing any '

power' from dominating the

area.

Although
by now thoroughly changed the
nearly contemporaneous events
of that time i.e. the Iranian rev-
olution, the Soviet invasion of
Afghanistan and doubling of
world oil prices between 1979-
81 led the US to be
and inextricably drawn in G
affairs. The US is thick
in the mess it wanted to avoid
in the beginning. American
military involvement in the re-
accelerated from the failed
rescue mission in 1980
to the naval t
in 1987-88 to prot waiti
and Saudi shipping, culminat-
ing in the Desert Storm. The
double containment policy, in
essence, draws her thicker and

ﬁdwpammcunbroﬂigﬂw&:}y
permanently stuck in. -
ing the da her "twin

of security” the US had at

two clear allies and no distinet
enemy. Now with her double
containment peolicy she has at
least two clearly-defined ene-
mies and no sure ally in the re-

gion.

Protesting Zionist Sacrilege in Bangladeshi Style!

by Kazi Alauddin Ahmed

Scanning the whole 'hartal' scenario one can easily conclude that it was

HE citizens of Dhaka

metropolis in particular

and the people at large all
over the country were thrown
into a world of confusion by the
callers of hartal on last 15th
July, 1997 because of two differ-
ent time schedules. The so-
called Islami Oikya Jote an-
nounced a dawn-to-dusk
framework while Jamaat sliced
it to a half-day. And instantly
turning with the hypocrites,
BNP Chairperson — the heir to a
noted freedom fighter Ziaur
Rahman, Bir Uttam — offered
her party's uncanny support to
Jamﬂat{ half-day "hElFtan] of
Prophet Muhammad” (peace be

on him). Tho

mm..l?aut
was é&vidently ahn 'Intriguing
camouflage, a sordid politic
leg-pulling of the present

government.
Against such a highly con-

troversial and provocative har-
tal called by two identical plat-
forms, loud cries of vehement
rotest were heard and observed
rom hundreds of thousands
‘musullis’ — sup to be the
diehard followers of the Holy
Quran and Sunnah. They were
joined in the streets by a mas-
sive gathering of valiant free-
dom fighters and thousands of
freedom-loving pro-liberation
people from all walks of life.
There was a clear, distinctive
demarcation between the
callers of the hartal and the
ﬁrutcsters, Never before in the
istory of Bangladesh such a
positive reaction against the
traders of religion was seen.
BNP used to be very vocal
against hartal when in power.
Its Chairperson in particular,
fiddled with her vocabul to
castigate the proponents of har-
tal. Her main consideration
was the national economy, vis-
a-vis, the sufferings of the poor
people of the country. She then

detested hartal bitterly but,
out of

her
nd it

immediately after being
power she started to chan
taste and now seems to
rather relishing.

ostenaibly. for
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It’s a Shah, n
Larsons
Sir, In July 25th’s edition of
the DS, there was a front-page
news titled, "India storms into
final.” It was continued on the
last page. It had a picture with
it which had a caption:
"Bangladesh batsman Athar Alj
Khan runs the ball down to
third man during yesterday's
Asia Cup tournament match
against India in Colombo.” But
the truth is, it wasn’t Athar Ali's
hoto. It was Aminul Islam
ulbul's photo.
There is something more
that proves it. The man in the
icture is using a ‘Shah’ bat.
e all know that Bulbul plays
with a ‘Shah’ bat while Athar Ali
uses a ‘'Larsons’. So, the man in
that picture is definitely not

Athar Ali. He is none but
Aminul Islam Bulbul.

i, it BRI
Civil servants for
the future

Sir, Civil servants are the
most important incumbents of
any government. They can be
compared with the blood run-
ning in the government's
physique. As the polluted and
E;:n'nful blood destroys a living

ing, so do inefficient and cor-
rupted civil servants to the gov-
ernment, in turn a nation. So
for the prosperous nation and
effective government, efficient
civil servants are a must.

Besides. preparation for the
21st century is an impo
agenda of the present -
ment. Government in the
meantime has announced it
within and outside of the

ot a
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The ‘innovative’ hartal of
the extremists had its impact
on public property. Prior to it

lice intercepted 10-12 hood-
ums around Segun Bagicha
who were identified as members
of the so-called Juba Command
of the Freedom Party. They
took to the streets and were on
rampage of shops and business
houses. For them too, the call of
hartal by the fundamentalists
was just a cover. In a way it had

a n ce of BNP, .
: ert'” [b_lﬁnanal for 'r;'gm] m

ichl gains.

It may be recalled that a lu-
natic woman in the occupied
West Bank to the Jew-
ish community had affixed a
poster on the wall portrayin
our Prophet (peace be upon
and defiling the holy Quran.
This sacrilege ignited fire
across the Islamic world and
was condemued universally.
Joining such condemnation
and expressing absolute unity
with the Islamic Ummah all the
members of our parliament, ir-
respective of their political af-
filiation, passed a unanimous
resolution in the Jatiya
Sangsad cond Israel in
unequivocal terms. It was in-
d a unique consensus, rare
in our political history.

In spite of the ution the
Jamaat declared a half-day
hartal and that too surnamed
"hartal of Muhammad" (peace
be upon him). The Ulama-e-
Keram reacted sharply against
such a blasphemous nomencla-
ture using the sacred name of
our beloved Prophet (pace be
upon him). Many viewed it a
bigger, outrageous sacrilege
than the original incident at
the hands of a Jewish woman.
BNP's sliﬁlemrt to such a hartal
was all more seditious be-
cause they have a good number

of freedom fighters within who
were compelled by Zia to
swallow many a bitter pills.
Some dailies have alluded to
the expressed reactions of a few
unnamed old guards who were
reported to have registered their
protest with the high command
against Ea.rt $ support to Ja-
maat's art:; Bul:tipgh were
outnumbered by the trators
and opportunists within the
party ranks. Notwithstanding
such duel the of a
number of Jamaat s and
the 'enthusiastic’ weleome ac-
corded to them by BNP Secre-
tary General a couple of days be-
fore the hartal cannot go unno-

ticed. To everyone's knowledge
and information entry into
Jamaat-e-Islami is as hard as
leaving it. So, it can be any-

body's genuine apprehension
that such 'Jamaati deserters'
have been surreptitiously as-

the image of the fresdon Agh

ers in BNP; their desertion is
just a sinister hoax.

Hartal of the kind that we in
Bangladesh had, was not ob-
served anywhere in the Islamic
world, not even in Pakistan,
l.i?a, Saudi Arabia, Malaysia,
Indonesia, the entire Arab
world and Middle East. Leaders
attending the recently con-
cluded Islamic Conference in

Cairo to celebrate Eid-e-Mi-
ladunnabi essed their utter

dismay and surprise that
Bangladesh observed hartal on
the issue of the blatant

of our Prophet (peace be qun
him) and e-
bron, Israel. They
funny and preposterous. The
Egyptian Foreign Minister
Amor Moussa, the Chief Editor
of the daily Al-Ahram and a se-
nior journalist of Cairo-based
Al-Akhbar, the Grand Mufti of

rlni! !
' home, the Acting
sador of 'Palestine in Dhaka -

Just a pretext to choose the sacrilege

Bosnia and many others
thought such hartal was a
colossal wastage of time and
energy, a deterrent to pursuing
normal life affecting the poor
mp.ije in particular and the na-

economy at large. Islam
does not support it, t said.
One of them watching the vio-
lent physical clashes between
students in Dhaka on television
remarked sarcastically if our
universities gave such abhor-

made scathing remarks against
the hartal of the fundamental-
ists, which in the opinion of the
diplomat, was fraught with the
danger of sowing the vicious
of hostility and division
among the people.
his firm conviction in the
preachings of Islam and the
Freat teachings of the Prophet
peace be upon him) the Ambas-
sador exhorted the friendly
people of Bangladesh to keep
constant on the malignant
forces who, he said, were out to
create a serious law and order
situation.

Scanning the whole 'hartal’
scenario one can easily con-
clude that it was just a pretext to
chmhl:t the naglleg: of nu:l'

on him) an

m m for an issue.
In the back of the callers’ mind
gu ‘Sikha Anlur:an and 'Sikha
hirantan’' — symbols of the
victory of the in the
War of Liberation in 1971.
Those forces have actually been
up against these two national
s them as ‘fire-
worshipping'. ey had the
audacity to declare in public
meetings that would have a
long march on July 18, 1997
(Friday) after Jumma prayers.
from Baitul Mukarram
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But it

country. seems
contradictory to me when | see
the 55 per cent of the civil
servants is manned by sub-
standard le. 1 call them
sub-standard because they
have not entered in the service
thro open competition. They
have provided with jobs
under the quota reserved for
them by the government. This
policy may be friendly to
enhance the standard of life of
some so-called underprivileged
?eople but unfriendly in general
or a nation, because

adesh is a signatory of the
2 ——

According to this agreement,
all the privileges that
Bangladesh enjoys now will be
withdrawn after the year 2004.

-"Survival of the fittest.," will be

the main philosophy of that
world. So how Bangladesh shall
exist in that competitive world,
with her 1ncnmpcﬁluw civil ser-
vants?

The government should re-
think it now and be logical giv-
ing up all the emotions. Most
efficient and brilliant ones
should be selected through
open competition for higher civil
service in order to materialise
the government agenda, —

- pr tion for 21st century.”
Mdcngﬂlam

Dhaka University, Dhaka

Caring for

commoners

Sir, It is estimated that over
80 per cent our revenue and
development budget is spent on
pay and allowances of our gov-
ermment servants, employees of
tm:upuhuc sector corporations,
ministers, members of the par-
liament, members of the armed

forces and police, running our
white elephants — desh
Secretariat, Prime Minister's
Secretariat, Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, maintaining our Jatiya
and also on account of
government transports, POL,
rcﬂiu.r and maintenance of the
vehicles, p;a‘ymcnt of telephone
bills, rent of accommodation for
government servants, tours of
ministers and bureaucrats
abroad, expenses on holding
state functions, feasts and fes-
N of
y a petty sum of money is
spent economically for the wel-
fare of the people and allevia-
tion of poverty. It appears that
the government servants and
the rest others concerned are
all in all in the country and the
common people don’t have the
land under their feet.

Following the government
decision to observe 2-day
weekly holiday, it has emerged
that lthcre are two classes u::f

ple in our country i.e., the
ming’ — privileged class and
the ‘ruled’ — unp class.
The %rivll ed class of people
are those handful of persons
who are mentioned above and
the rest are the vastmajority of
the country. The majority al-
ways remain secluded and aloof

from the leged class. Some
privileg ple contact the
unprivile at long intervals

— during general elections.
OH .léblr
6, Hare Street, Dhaka-1203

The shattered
conscience of the

society
Sir, We have read in details

.the extracts of the judgement of

jud
the

aware of the drama

mﬂmmdw

8 Bank Bhaban
Minto Road Dhaka

Seema murder case. What most
people, including the press,
seem to forget to emphasise is
that Seema was just not raped
but also subsequently mur-
dered, and that too, while in of-
ficial custody! The way the case

was prﬁn:d and presented for
trial is all a hoax as the learmed
ﬁ himself has mentioned to

of all. -
Now the le are demand-
iw the authorities have de-
c to the case, a
to the hlghper court etc. But
what about all those who con-
nived at rape and murder and
at suppression of facts, falsify-
ing of evidence, mis-informing
the court and utterly tarnishing
the image of the government it-
self, not to speak of the law en-
forcing agencies and the public
tion system?
The t has to pub-

governmen
“licly and believably proceed

st these culprits to restore

its own i €, ensure exem-
lary punishment for such
einous crimes so that none
can dare repeat such act. Just
ap%cali to the High Court
with all the trash and pre-
tenses and letting free the real
criminals and their connivers
will not convince anyone. The
whole nation's and wrath
are enough of a proof that the
crimes of rape, murder and
subsequent suppression of facts
have been committed. All that
has to be seen is how the gov-
ernment proceeds against the
criminals and their connivers

wh&nre even greater criminals.

' ere the authorities not

of the fanatics was
Ambas:

ominous
Mukarram National Mosque
and some other mosques in

city. We have had a specimen of
their seditious and criminal

the Eid-e-Mil
tions of the Islamic Foundation
at Baitul Hukarrm
President Justice

Ahmed attended the function as

e

ternational Private Ent
(CIPE) has come to the conclu-
sion that the Bangladesh gov-
ernment intervention in
economy is still hi
ported in the local press). This
direct or
through
a leg

of colonial
(remember "The Writers' Build-
ing” in Calcutta — the very

many
In a country where 7
are illiterate, the remaining 30
per cent consume writing paper
man
num
Not only that, Bangladesh has
daily newspape
about 200, and the
number about 600.

a mystery to
government is also aware of the
situation, but what can it do in

a much-publicised 'free market'!

administrative machinery
known to all that there is too
much paper work in the gov-
ernment offices; because t

is too much control. Now the
free market con
globally, and all
in the Third World countries
are committed, unuiap-:r. and

of our Prophet (peace be on him) and of the holy Quran, for an issue.

National Mosque, proceed in
rrnceulnn in hundreds of
housands, to Suhrawardy
Udyan, demolish the pulpit of
Sikha Chirantan and lay
foundation of a mosque there.
The Muktijoddhas and the
myriads of freedom loving
fll: izens, men and women got
€ provocative message and
a human chain in chal-

. Curiously ,» none

ted
anywhere around. Even if they

‘were not there to do their joh;*'r
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