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SK Russel,
Suritola
promoted
Sports Reporter

Sheikh Russell Krira Chak-
Right Brothers

ra and Suritola

were ted to the Third
Division )
their res

pective Pioneer Divi-
sion |
M’llgur um yesterday.
hafiqur Rﬂ.hmﬂﬂr Tito
scored two goals as Sheikh Rus-
sel KC truuneu:j'léuj
mﬂ Mahmud added the
other two the winners' credit.
Meanwhile, Suritola recor-
ded a 3-2 win over Swadesh Sa-
maj Kalyan Sangha in the other

Palash, Sohel and Arif sco-
red for the winners while

the margin.

Schools chess
Sports Reporter

Twenty-two players were
leading in the 12th Bata
schools chess tournament at
the end of round three at the

NSC chess room ay.
In the third of the nine
round Swiss e meet, Mo-

hammed Javed, Ruhul Islam
Bobby, Sabbir Ahmed, Yanoor
Rahman Royal, Mahtabuddin
Robin, Sadequl Haque Ro-
mance, rahim, Sabbir
Ahmed Sentu, Mehdi Hasan,
Naim Arefin, Ejaj, Jainul Abe-

din, Hasan Ali, Faruque,
Kazi Shafiuddin, Barua,
Jyoti Bikash Ch , Nazir
Salehin, Riyad Ahmed, Sha-

fiqul Islam, Mohammad Moh-
sin and Sanveer Hasan won
their respective matches to sta
at the crowed top spot with fu
three points.

The fourth round will begin
at the same venue today at 3 pm.

U-20 cricket camp
Sports Reporter

Trials for the under-20
cricket team which will partic-
ipate in the World Youth Cup
qualifiers in Kong in De-
cember, will begin at the Dhaka
Stadium Wednesday morning.

The players, who have en-
listed their names at the Bang-
ladesh Cricket Board (BCB) ha-
ve been asked to be present at
the Dhaka Stadium at 9 am on

that day.
According to a BCB official,
around 315 have so far reg-

istered their names. From them
25 will be selected primarily.

Atherton's
denial

NOTTINGHAM, Eng]an::t
Aug 9: Mike Atherton toda
dismissed reports he o 1o
as England captain fol-
lowing thnimlunnln :“tdlg;]at
against Aus a at ey
two weeks ago, reports AFP.
Atherton, who took over as
Eﬁ?? skipper from Graham
our years . Was ru-
moured to have uffigrgd his res-
ignation after the Leeds humil-
iation but said today "l confirm
I have not offered my resigna-

tion as England >
Chairman of mtnrl David

Graveney concurred, saying: "at

the start of the season we ap-

nted Michael as captain un-
the end of the summer, noth-

has happened to change that
E:Fult.ion.

are 2-1 down in the
current six-match series agai-
nst Australia and must win the
current match at Trent Bridge
to have any chance of reclai-
ming the Ashes.

: Lo
title

ATHENS, Aug 9: Ana Fidelia
Quirot of Cuba won the gold
medal in the women's 800m to-
day at the World Athi;t;r:l
Championships, reports .

Quirot clocked 1 min 57.14
sec to retain her title with Rus-
sian Yelena Afanasyeva second
in 1:57.56 and Maria Mutola of
Mozambique third in 1:57.59.

Pan-Pacific
swimming
MFE:EHLIGH Japan, Augcg.:
ampionships open at the Fu-
kuoka Munici Pool on Sun-
day with 400 swimmers

from 23 countries competing,
reports AP.

e after winning
semifinals at the

Naba-
in the first

] " ATHENS, Aug 9:
. + Japan's Hiromi
1 Suzuki pulled
away from the
—J field 15 kilome-
L i tres from the end
to win the women's marathon
at the World Championship
Saturday with no fans in the
stadium to see her because of
Friday's Stockholm bombing,
reports AP.

The 28-year-old from Chiba
covered the strenuously undu-
lating 42.195 kilometres course
in two hours 29 minutes, 48
seconds.

Defendin champion
Manuela Machado of Portugal

laced second in 2:31.12 and
mania's Lidia Simon won
bronze in 2:31.55 ahead of an-
other Japanese Takako Tobise.
Simon was one of several ath-
letes treated at the finish line
because of dehydration,
{Jl{’r;lpic champion Fatuma
Roba of Ethiopia drop out
about halfway through the race.

Unlike when Spyridon Louis
won the first Olympic
marathon in 1896, Su ran

Sam prasgChang
sail into semis
MASON, Ohio, Aug 9: Top

seed Pete Sampras and second

seed Michael Chang expended
little energy in winning quar-
terfinal matches Friday but
fifth seed Thomas Muster had a

the quarter-
in the top 10 in the world —
number one Sampras, number
two Chang,
Muster, number six Kafelnikov,

long struggle against Jan
Siemerink at the ATP Champi-
onship Friday, reports Reuter,
It look Muster two hours, 43
minutes to out a 6-7 (1-7),
7-6 (7-3), 7-6 (7-5) against the
36th-ranked Dutchman.

By contrast Sampras beat
seventh-seeded ngcn Kafel-
nikov of Russia 6-2, 6-2 in a
brief 53 minutes and Chang
scored a 6-1, 6-2 victory over
10th-seeded Gustavo Kuerten of
Brazil in 57 minutes.

With the win Chang reached
his sixth consecutive ATP Ch-
ampionship semifinal. He won
the title here in 1993 and 1994
and reached the final the past
two years.
In a match between Spa-
niards, 14th-seeded Albert
Costa emerged the victor over
sixth-seeded Sergi Bruguera
when at 4-6, 6-3, 5-2 Bruguera
retired from the match with
cramps that started in his left
leg. Earlier in the week Bru-

uera was experiencing prob-
with his neck.

The semifinals pit Sampras
against the 17th-ranked Costa

and Muster against Chang.
Six of the t players in

were ranked
number four

t Bruguera and
uerten. Only Costa

number ei
number 10

and Siemerink are not mem-
bers of this elite group.

inia Zha iéh (No 660)
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into a virtually deserted
Panathinaikon stadium.

In a decision that surprised
the sports’ world governing
body. the International Ama-
teur Athletic Federation. local
organisers of the champi-
onships had decided not to al-
low spectators in as a security
measure.

"Because of the Stockholm
bombing, the mayor decided not
to let anyone in,” said IAAF
spokesman Georgio Raineri.
"We didn't know anything about
| iy

The Olympic stadium in
Stockholm was da Friday
in an apparent protest against
the city's bid for the 2004
Olympics. Athens also is
making a bid.

"l was kind of lonely when I
came in.” Suzuki said in rela-
tion to the empty stadium. "It
was much less than | expected."

Suzuki's win was Japan's
third World Championship
marathon victory. Hiromi
Taniguchi won the men's race
in Tokyo in 1991 and Junko
Asari triumphed in Stuttgart
tw‘u year's later in the wom-
en's race,

"H:dﬁﬁ: panghad already
won medals befor€, | felt the
Ermure. But the heat and the

ills didn't bother me so much.
Even running uphill, I kept my
natural rhythm."

Suzuki, who has placed sec-

crosses the line ahead of Sri Lanka's Susanthika
Jayasinghe (No 4) and Merlene Ottey of Jamaica to lift the women's 200m gold at the
World Championships in Athens on Aug 8. Zhanna clocked 22.32 seconds.

— AFP/UNB photo

Suzuki makes Japan proud

ond in her only two other
marathons, both in Japan, said
she made a special request for
help this time. "I prayed to the
marathon warriors every day to
have a good race,” she said. "Be-
fore the race I thought about the
history to keep it my mind."

Machado, celebrating her
34th birthday, ran despite being
shaken in an auto accident
seven weeks ago.

"I knew | would come here.
Something in me said Go,
Manuela, go. With an open
mind. anything is possible.”

The 75 runners started out at
just past 8 am local time (0500
GMT) under sunny skies with
the temperatures of 27 Celsius
(81 Fahrenheit). By the time
they reached the deserted sta-
dium, it was 37 C (97 F) and six
of the first 40 runners home
had to be treated in the stadium
for dehydration. Some were
given oxygen and others liquid
on a drip and one was taken to
hospital for treatment.

Like Sunday's men's race,
the route followed the original
run in 490 BC by the soldier
Pheidippides, who carried a
message that the Greeks had
beaten the Persians in battle.

It went from the ancient bat-
tlegrounds of the Marathon vil-
lage past the tombs of the war-
riors and into the marbled
Panathinaikon stadium in cen-
tral Athens.

Niaz grabs
lead

TEHRAN, Aug 9: Interna-
tional Woman Master (IWM) Vi-
Jla:,ralakahmi Subbaraman of
ndia upset top ranked Repkova
Eid Eva of Lebanon to emerge
sole leader in the women's sec-
tion after the fourth round of
the Asian zonal chess tourna-
ment here today, reports PTI.

Subbaraman led the pack
with 3.5 points, closely fol-
lowed by Repkova Eva, Sha-
bana Parveen and Rani Hamid
(both from Bangladesh).

Subbaraman’'s compatriots
IWM Anupama Gokhale and
Saritha reddy shared the
third spot with Iranian Parid-
har Shirin with 2.5 points

apiece,

In the men's section,
Bangladeshi Grand Master
Niaz Murshed snatched the
lead with four points defeating
IM Mahamood Lodhi of Pak-
istan.

Lodhi occupied the second
place along with Indian IMs
Abhijit Kunite, Ponnuswamy
Konguvel, Lanka Ravi, K Muru-
gan with 3.5 points each.

With a tally of three points,
IM D V Prasad (Ind) shared the
third spot with Ghorbani (Iran)
and Omearat Adel (Syria).

Nat’l soccer
camp resumes
today

Sports Reporter

After a six-week break due to
inter club booters' transfer and
the Federation Cup tourna-
ment, the national camp for the
upcoming SAF football cham-
giunship. resumes at the Mirpur

tadium today at 5 pm.

Fourteen of the 28 booters
reported last night while nine
others have assured to join the
camp today. The remaining five
E}a ers — Mohammad Arman,

ohammad Alfaz, Ruhul
Amin, Rajani and Faisal of
Mohammedan Sgrun Club —
are now touring South Korea for
an Asian Club away clash and
will be available at the camp
next week.

The camp will be tem
ily supervised by Golam
Tipu until the German coach
Otto Pfister. who is expected to
return from his country tomor-
row, takes over.

The camp will continue for
tzlac 1';&1 two weeks after which

a will be picked up fi-
nalgr I%:r:h: reglugal tuurl:’lc]r
scheduled to begin in the
Nepalese capital of Kathmandu

on September 4.

Barisal soccer
From Our Correspondent

rar-

BARISAL, Aug 9: The First
Division football league clash
between Mohammedan Sport-
ing Club and 7th Armed Police
Battalion was abandoned after
the pla of both teams were
engaged in violence at the local

| stadium here this afternoon.
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World number one American Pete Sampras goes for a return
against Yevgeny Kafelnikov of Russia at the
| Sampras won 6-2, 6-2.

~
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ATP Championship in Mason, Ohio on Aug 8.
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— AFP/UNB photo

Boldon fetches

ATHENS, Greece,
Aug 9: Ato Boldon
of Trinidad and
Tobago made up
for his flop in the
100 metres by
streaking to victory in the 200
at the World Championships
Friday night for the first major
international title of his career,
reports AP.

Boldon, who had faded to
fifth in the 100 m final last
Sunday, made no mistake this
time as he pulled away from the
field down the straight to win
easily in 20.04 seconds. His
time would have been faster if
he hadn't thrown up his arms in
victory before cross the line.

Namibia's Frank Fredericks
won the silver in 20.23, while
Brazil's Claudinei Da Silva
took the bronze in 20.286.

Jon Drummond, who was
even with Boldon at the turn,
faded and finished seventh in
20.44.

Boldon was hugged after the
finish by training partner
Maurice Greene, o won the
100-metre gold medal last Sun-
day in 9.86 seconds. Boldon
then took a victory lap. tusstng
his shoes into the stands an

o) the rest of the way in his
Ll%%kngsocks. .

Boldon won the bronze
medals in the 100 and 200 at
last year's Atlanta Olympics,
but until Friday t, he had
never fulfilled his brash
promises and predictions.

In the women's 200, Mer-
lene Ottey's bid to become the
oldest athlete to win a World
Championship gold medal was

o

|
{
|
|

foiled Friday when she was
overtaken by Ukraine's Zhan-
na Pint ch.

The 37-year-old Ottey, the
two-time defending champion
in the event, got out to a fast
start and had a comfortable
lead coming around the turn but
faded down the stretch.

Pintussevich pulled ahead in
the last 10 metres to win in
22.32 seconds. With Ottey t
up, Sri Lanka's Susanthika
Jayasinghe outleaned her at
the tape to take the silver in
22.39. Ottey had to settle for the
bronze in 22.40.

It was Ottey's 14th medal at a
world Championship. She al-
ready held the record with 13.

"It was just the last 20 me-
tres,” Ottey said. "I didn't have
the endurance. To win was ac-
tually was a long shot for me
because I wasn't racing well un-
til the last few races.”

Kim Batten, who set a world
record for the 400-metre hur-
dles at the last Worlds in Gote-
borg, looked well beaten by
Olympic champion Deon
Hemmings before they reached
the final straight.

But both were made to look
slow by a late burst by Nezha
Bidouane of Morocco, who
raced past them both for the
gold medal. Hemmings took
silver and Batten the bronze.

The men's triple jump was

ted to be a duel between

wards, also the world record-

holder, and Olympic champion
‘Kenny Harrison.

But Cuba's Yoelvis Quesada
effectively clinched the gold
medal with his second-round

e

oo

200 metres gold medalist Ato Boldon of Trinidad and

The Dily Star 11

his first

Tobago flanked by Namibian Frank

leap of 17.85 metres (58 feet, 6 3-
4 inches), easily the best of the

year.
That virtual ut him out of
reach, and wards, who

reached 17.69 (58 1-2), had to be
content with silver, while Har-
rison placed ninth and didn't
even qualify for the last three

Jjumps.

Defending champion Wilson
Kipketer beat Norberto Tellez
of Cuba to win the 800-metre ti-
tle Friday but missed out on a
world record. Rich Kenah of the
United States took the bronze.

The Kenyan-born Kipketer,
who lives in Denmark, crossed
the line in 1 minute 43.38 sec-
onds, 1.65 seconds outside the

‘'world record he shares with Se-

bastian Coe of Britain.

Kipketer took off extremely
fast but failed to maintain that
Elacc throughout the two laps.

e still won comfortably ahead
of Tellez, who finished in
1:44.00.

Kenah was another .25 back.

Kipketer tied Coe's time a
month ago at Stockholm, Swe-
den and was expected to im-

rove on it here, Eﬁ: was barred
rom the Atlanta Games last
summer because he had re-
nounced his Kenyan citizen-
ship. He will become a Danish
citizen in Detember,

The 26-year-old, who also
smashed the indoor 800 mark
twice in three days at those

championships at Paris in
March, is undefeated in the 800

the last two years and is the
onl

under 1:42.

runner since 1984 to go

Fredericks (L) and Claudinei da Silva of Brazil on the winners' podium after the final in
Athens on Aug 8. Fredericks finished second and Da Silva third respectively.

ATHENS NOTEBOOK

ATHENS, Greece,
Aug 9 (AP): A year
after her Olympic
disaster. Sonia
O’'Sullivan flop-
at the

ped
World Championships.

Defending her 5,000-metre
title, the Irish runner finished
seventh in her heat, one place
ufflthe six qualifiers for the fi-
nal.

Two days earlier, she wound
up th in the 1,500-metre fi-
nal after a skirmish on the fi-
nal lap with American runner
Regina Jacobs, who won the sil-
ver medal.

"l can't lain it at all," O'-
Sullivan said. "There's no ex-
planation for what happened. It
wasn't an injury, it just wasn't
there, | don't know why. | felt as
if m
track.”

Although she triumphed in

in 1995, when she was
unbeaten for the year at 3,000
and 5,000, the 27-year-old Irish
g.lmnerl lu.u:lI a disastrous

s in Atlanta.

ﬁﬂhmu eliminated in the
1,500 heats and, in the final of
the 5,000 metres, was badly af-
fected by a stomach ailment.
After fading badly, she dropped

out,
BACKLEY'S BLUNDER
Javelin silver medalist
Steve Backley received hatlr:
mail in the form of women's
underwear after he
Greeks by sa he was glad he
had "stuffed” their thrower in
the final
To the British, the word
"stuffed” is sl for beaten but
the local media had apparently
misinterpreted it as something
more insulting.

feet were stuck to the

i Entertainment Guide

| STAR SPORTS AR N st ot

angered the

In Greece, the sending of
women's underwear to a man is
equally insulting. A package
containing the underwear was
sent to Backley at the team's ho-
tel, with a note-saying: "We
wish you to do well in the wom-
en's javelin.”

JOETTA'S JOY

At her fifth attempt, Joetta
Clark finally made it to the fi-
nal at the World Champi-
onships.

The 800-metre runner, who
has twice been beaten in the
semifinals and twice in the ear-
lier round, now has her first,
and probably last, medal
chance at age 35.

"I think if I can run a solid
first 600, | can medal,” said
Clark, whose best performance
in a major international event
is a seventh place at the 1992
Olympics in Barcelona.

"It was important for me to
make the finals because | hadn't
done that,” said Clark, who car-
ried the US flag at the opening

ceremony a week ago on her
birthday.

PALESTINIAN PLEA

The head of the Palestinian
Amateur Athletic Federation
said IOC president Juan Anto-
nio Samaranch has pledged in-
creased support for the nation's
fledgling sports l’?m Amme.

e official, Nabil Nabrouk,
said he met Samaranch during
the World Championships and
the JIOC president "reassured
that he will help the Pales-
tinian Olympic Committee in
the future in technical as well
as in administrative areas.”

Two Palestinians went to the
World Championships. But Ros-
tom Marwa failed to show up.

— AFP/UNB photo _
Y¥B owe
Bobic one

STUTTGART, Germany, Au
9: International striker Fredi
Bobic on Friday gave VFB
Stuttgart their first league win
of the season, scoring from
close range to secure a 1-0 vic-
tory over Bayer Leverkusen, re-
ports Reuter.

Bobic put the German Cu
holders ahead in the 18t
minute and Stuttgart held on to
take all three points despite
having defender Thorsten Legat
sent off early in the second half
for persistent fouling.

uher Valley rivals Bochum
and Duisburg drew 0-0 in the
evening's other Bundesliga
game.

Calcutta soccer

league suspended

CALCUTTA, Aug 9: The In-
dian Football Association (IFA)
has decided to suspend the Cal-
cutta Super Division football
league for ten days, following
complaints of “insecurity” by
some clubs, reports PTI.

Seven clubs had in a joint
petition to the IFA, the govern-
ing body of Calcutta soccer, al-
leged that their players and of-
ficlals were being "assaulted”
the supporters of the three big
clubs, East Bengal, Mohun
Bagan and Mohammedan
Sporting, during Super league
encounters.

The seven clubs threatened
not to take the field against the
big three if the situation did not
improve,

The IFA governing body yes-
terday decided to postpone the
league till August 18 when it
would meet again to decide on
the issue,
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