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A massive column of smoke billows over the Soufriere
Hills volcano as it erupted again Friday. Guadeloupe and
other islands have been working on a plan for the
possible evacuation of the 5,000 people who remain on

the British Caribbean colony. — AFP/UNB photo

Kim likely to amnesty Chun, Roh: soum
Korean President Kim Young-Sam is likely to amnesty former
residents Chun Doo-Hwan and Roh Tae-Woo before he finishes
is official term early next year, a senior government official
sald yesterday. AFP reports from Seoul.

It belongs to the eén‘tsidtnl‘s prerogatives to amnesty con-
victs, the unidentified official was quoted as saying by Yonhap
news agency.

"But it is expected that the president will conclude the issue of

pardoning the two former presidents before he finishes his offi-
cial tenure,” he said. :

IFGO conference ends in Denmark: m.

15th Congress of the International Federation on Gyneacolo
and Obstetrics (IFGO) closed Friday in Copenhagen, Denmark,
Xinhua reports from Stockholm.

About 6000 gyneacologists and obstetricians from more
than 1000 countries took part in the five-day meeting to discuss
ways of improving the health of women and the n m.

lan Wilmut, leader of the British research group which suc-
cessfully cloned a sheep from an Ewe's cell, chaired a debate at
the meetir{ﬁ over the ethical aspects and the significance of
cloning in the future.

Fumes sicken 109 in India: »s

many as 109 persons, including 90 students, were hospitalised
after ggy inhaled poisonous iium:s emanat&ngl from an 11;
sertieide s Podom at r village in the powerloom town
Bﬂﬁatﬁﬂﬁr@bﬂjﬁ@%aﬂe Elﬁtriﬂt"un Friday, PTI reports
7 frﬂmrmﬂmb-a&. i B R A B B S | L - T b

The students and 19 teachers, including three women. of New
English High School complained of dizziness and vomi af- "
ter they inhaled toxic fumes emanating out of the godown situ-

ated nearby and were admitted to Indira Gandhi Memorial Hos-
pital, police yesterday said adding that they were out of danger.

6 policemen killed in Andhra:

Six policemen were killed yesterday when their vehicles ran
over a landmine in the southern Indian state of Andhra
Pradesh, the Press Trust of Indian reported, AFP reports from
New Delhi.

Two others were injured in the explosion in the coastal
state's Annavanam district.

The news agency said the landmine planted by Maoist gueril-
las of the nuﬂawedy People's War Group, which often targets the

gl?li&:e lriln its campaign against feudal landlords in Andhra
adesh.

Israeli jets bomb south of Beirut: e

warplanes bombed Eest&rﬂay the base of a pro-Syrian
Palestinian group on the outskirts of Naameh, south of Beirut,
security sources said, AFP reports from Siden.

Two jets fired two missiles at 19:10 pm (1610 GMT) on hills
near Naameh, 15 kilometres (9.3 miles) south of Beirut, they
said.

The pro-Syrian Popular Front for the Liberation of Pales-
tﬁne-[}el:]leral Command, led by Ahmed Jibril, has a base in

aameh.

Jose Maria meets Mahathir:

Costa Rican President Jose Maria Figueres Olsen paid a
courtesy call Saturday on Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir
Mohamad, a news report said, A.lt-r'a reports from Kuala Lumpur.
Figueres was accompanied by Costa Rica's Minister of Trade
Jose Manual Salazar and Minister of Education Eduardo Do-
ryan, the national news agency Bernama reported. Also present
was Malaysian Foreign Minister Abdullah Ahmad Badawi.
Figueres, on a two-week private visit, had stayed at the holida
resort island of Pulau Langkawi in the Straits of Malcacca, 40
kilometers (240 miles) northwest of here and also trekked in the

tropical jungles of Sarwak on Borneo island.
23 executed in China: china has

executed 23 people convicted of offences from murder to
hooliganism in the southern boomtown of Shenzhen, which
borders onto Hong Kong, the Shenzhen Special Zone daily said
yesterday. AFP says from Beijing.

The 23 were sentenced at a public rally held by the Shenzhen
intermediate people's court on Friday and executed shortly af-
terwards. All were workers from outside Shenzhen who had
committed a number of offenices r from the theft of an au-

tomatic machine gun from the people’'s armed police to murder
during a bar brawl. '

Mild qhuake shakes Japan: a
moderate earthquake with a prelimin tude of 5.1
shook the Tokyo area early gaturdayﬂut €re were no

!rmﬂ'ledlatﬁ reports of damage or injuries, AP reports from
okyo.

MNLF leader
appeals to int’]
donors for aid

GENERAL SANTOS, Philip-
pines, Aug 9: Former Muslim
guerilla leader-turned-devel-
gpmcnt chief Nur Misuari on

r

MOSCOW, Aug 9: A new crew
safely arrived on Mir, yet the
applause at Russia's Mission
Control had scarcely subsided
before the focus was back on
troubling questions about the
Rgbblnd space station, reports

Tiie answers likely will de-
termine if the new rescue mis-
sion has a chance to salvage the

iday appealed to interna- S '
tiona dm;grs to hdﬂl d:vclt?lp :::gc: ?}Iglfan?l SRR cd
war-ravaged areas in the south- — Is the dam e to Mir worse
ern Philippines, reports AFP. than officials haavge disclosed?
At the meeting, the govern- — Will the Americans pull
ment presented potential | out of the joint space shuttle-
donors with a list of 8 pru][:cta Mir pro I:r:t“?
fn;dfint?r?{?gigﬂg-pgxgﬁmfé’g —_ W‘hat are the chances of
roads, : . “lo
o S A s perating Mir for another two

or three years without a disas-
ter? £

It's the last quesunﬁ that is
causing the,most unease, from

Europe to Washington to Hous-
ton, and somewhat less so in

opment and education, includ-
ing Islamic-based schools.
"While we have signed the
peace agreement, the infras-
tructure is not yet present, the

m:unnnﬁr is still iIn as sham-

bles,” isuari said at the for- Moscow, where space officials
mal o ng of a ﬁ]nd.rajamg have 'i':ldﬂ ted a "what me
drive for the country's 14 Mus- w“'_?".{';? public persona.
lim-populated p Nnces. ere in uncharted terri-

UNITED NATIONS, Aug 9:
The 15 members of the UN Se-
curity Council eed to do all
they can to get [srael and the
Palestinians back to the table,
the Council's president said
Friday, reports AFP.

In statements following in-
formal talks on the subject,
British Ambassador John We-
ston, Acting Security Council
Chief, said the Council had
reached "no agreed conclusion
or decision” in spite of "general
concern” about the situation.

But "we all agreed on the
paramount importance of re-
suming the peace process and
the need for timely implemen-
tation of the agreements al-
ready reached,” he said.

"All agreed that every effort
should be made to bring the par-
ties back to the negotiating

table — all council members
committed themselves fully to
that objective,” Weston said.

The July 30 suicide bomb-
ings by Islamic militants at a
Jerusalem market "reinforces
the urgency of a return to nego-
tiations,” he said. The blasts
killed 15 people including the
bombers.

Weston said the council
members were also concerned
about Israeli measures taken in
the wake of the bombing which
“threaten to impose serious
hardship on Palestinians.”

Israel imposed restrictions
on the movement of Palestini-
ans and their goods, and froze
financial transfers after the
suicide attack.

Reuter adds: Violence esca-
lated along the Israel-Lebanon
border ahead of US peace envoy

20, 0(50 chilJren
below one
die in Benin

every year

COTONOU, Aug 9: Almost
20,000 children die every year
in Benin before reaching the age
of one, the head of the United
Nations population fund told
an international conference
here, reports AFP.

"This sad truth” could be im-
proved through better education
and family planning, Nafis
Sadik told the conference on
minimum social standards.

Some 1,500 women also die
every year as a result of preg-
nancy, she said.

For more than a decade vac-
cination programmes against
measles, tetanus, yellow fever,
polio, diphtheria, and whoop-
ing cough — the biggest killers
of infants — have been ex-
panded in Benin, but the dis-
eases still exist in places.

OAU chief slams

execution 1n

Burundi
HARARE, Aug 9 Zimbab-

wean leader and Chairman of
the Organisation of African
Unity (OAU), Robert Mugabe on
Friday mnc}e&nncd thlc recent
execution of five ple in Bu-
rundi, reports AFBCO

Mugabe said the executions
carried out by the military

lunta of madjor Pierre Buyoya
' | a vicolation of hu-
"~ He said the hanging of the
five on July 31 in Bujumbura
might not help improve the sit-
uation in the strife-torn Cen-
tral é&ﬁ"lcan nation.

"By ¢ ng out the hang-
ings, Frtisiug:nt Buyoya's agj;ﬁ
ernment, moreover, has created
a situation which does not au-
gur well for the envisaged all-
Farty talks due to take place
ater this month,” Mugabe said
in a statement.

iInternational
Violence escalates in south of Beirut

UNSC agrees to bring
Israel, PA back to talks

Dennis Ross's arrival on Satur-
day to try to break a crisis in Is-
racl-Palestinian peacemaking.

Israeli planes unleashed
rockets south of Beirut on Fri-
day just hours after Katyusha
rockets fired from Lebanon
slammed into northern Israel.

The United States con-
demned the cross border attacks
and urged both sides to exercise
"maximum restraint” in en
the violence in which 13 people
have died since Monday.

"We've been in contact with
all the parties to ur,
mum restraint.,” US Sta

n 'I;n gﬂmme

urns to the region in

at to clam tensions af-

two suicide bombers killed
and themselves in a
market on July 30.
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An unidentified Bosnian woman amongst children touches the cheek
in Tuzla Friday. Princess Diana arrived her for a three-day visit to Bosnia as part of her
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of Princess Diana,
— AFP/UNB photo

Aid to malnourished DPRK | Kashmir violence
children should not be

held hostage : UNICEF

UNITED NATIONS, Aug 9:
Aid to 800.000 North Korean
children suffering fromm malnu-
trition should not be held
hostage to the politics of the
Communist state, UNICEF di-
rector Carol Bellamy said, re-
ports Reuter,

"People are dying and people
arcl‘guing to die,” said Bellamy
on Friday, hours after she re-
turned from North Korea. She
recently tripled UNICEF aid ap-
peals to 14.3 million dollars.

She sald about 800,000
children or 38 cent of those
Fvnungtr than 5 were sufferi
rom malnutrition. Of this
group 80,000 children were
severely malnourished and in
danger of dying from starvation
and disease.

Her estimates were similar

those of North Korea and those
released last month by the aid
agency, Caritas.

‘It is very important that the
immediate ficant humani-

tarian crisis not find

to what is also a politi-
m. Humanitarian II:":'.'.!:dI
can't wait,” she told a news con-
ference. ‘
The United States. South
Korea and Japan, among oth-

ers, have at one time or another

indirectly linked food aid to
North Korea's presence at peace
talks, North Korea, in turn, has
done the same in exchange for

its cooperation.
The country has suffered

from drought this .ly:lr after
food stocks were already de-

pleted by two years of :

Pentagon honours China's
army chief

WASHINGTON, 9 : Chi-
na's top eral was honoured
at the Pentagon Friday with a
19-gun salute as of a US
charm offensive to coax the
Chinese military to be more
o . reports ;

pcacncral Fu Quanyou, Chief
of the General Staff of the Peo-
ple's Liberation Army (PLA), met
with General John Sha-
likashvili, Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, after the
full-honours arrival ceremony
at a parade ground overlooking
the Potomac river.

The generals agreed on the

im%urtam:t of maintaining
high-

level milit contacts. a

US defence official said.
They discussed North Korea
and agreed on the need to con-

| tinue the four-party talks be-

tween North and South Korea,

China and the United States
that aim to put a formal end to
the Korean war, the official
said.

Neither Taiwan nor US-
Japan defence elines came
up in their . the official
said.

Fu arrived in United
States August 5.for aulittle-pub.
stallations. is the second-
highest ranking Chinese mili-
tary officer to visit the United
States since the 1989 Tianan-
men Square massacre.

Over protests from human
rights groups and some mem-
bers of Congress, the Clinton
administration in December re-
newed a campaign to improve
military-to-military relations

with Beijing.

itself

claims 17 lives

SRINAGAR, A
teen people, inclu
tants and two arm
were killed and
mostl
woun
violence
Thursday eveni
forces iIntensifi

in militancy related

their anti-

militant operations in
view the coming hﬂepmﬂmgme

Day celebrations, reports PTI.

Seventeen structures, nearly
half a dozen residential houses
gutted while

and cowsheds, were
three militants were arrested
and another laid down his arms
in the valley, an official
spokesman here yesterday.

The senior leader of Hur-
Egat Conference and Vice-

airman of banned Jammu

and Kashmir Liberation Front

(JKLF), Javid Ahmad Mir was
apprehended by the security
forces during a late night raid
on his relative's house at

Magermalbagh in the civil line
area of the city, an official
source said.

Mir was taken to an un-

known destination, the source
said.

Marxist rebels
kill 26 troops
in Colombia

BOGOTA, Aug 9: Marxist
Eucﬂllu said on Friday they
ad killed 26 soldiers posing as
right- paramilitary fight-
ers, and 8ix of their own
men had died in a flerce battle

in eastern Colombia, says
Reuter,
The Revolutionary Armed

Forces of Colombia (FARC), the
country’'s oldest and largest
rebel force, said they attacked
the last Saturday in an
isolated et about 25 miles

(40 km) from the town of

. Which was the scene
of a brutal massacre last

month,

9: Seven-
ng 13 mili-
Jawans,
0 others,
security personnel,

in Kashmir since
as security

Egypt plans to launch 'Islamic
satellite' to determine
exact Muslim lunar month

CAIRO, Aug 9: The Mufti of termined by the of the

I t. Sheikh Nasr Farid Was- new moon and adlﬁ:m uslim

sel, said in statements pub- states observed different dates
lished Friday that his country for the start of these months.

I:alanned on launching an "Is-
amic satellite” to determine
with precision the Muslim lu-
nar calendar, reports AFP.
"Studies are underway to
launch in an Is-
lamic satellite to determine the
start of the Muslim months,*
Sheikh Wassel told the E
tian government daily All-

| Akhbar

“This will help put an end to
disagreements which have
arisen between Arab and Is-

lamic countries over the start of

the Muslim months,” he said.
The start of the Islamic
months such as the holy month
of Ramadan, when Muslims
fast from dawn to dusk. is de-

The Muslim month starts
the day after the moon's cres-
cent is seen with the naked eye.

Sheikh Wassel said the
satellite would transmit to
earth pictures which would be
used to determine without doubt
the new moon, which otherwise
is often difficult to see because

of "natural obstacles” such as
clouds.

o T s et
t e reli-

decrees and set the of

uslim months, said he

the new satellite would be

launched before Ramadan

which should start this year

around December 31.

Pathfinder in good shape to send
its rover on bonus journeys

PASADENA, California, Aug
9: Officially done with its 30-

was Planned as a month-long
mission, sending back photos

day mission, Mars Pathfinder is and data that ca -
in good enough shape to send tion's attention. phasred ne
| its rover on bonus journeys, in- The newest findings show
cluding a trip up a hill to see ¢ wind and air patterns
what | . according to that could be "dust devils"
scientists, reports AP. swirling on the Martian surface,

The goal now is to concen-

trate on more - *
tortng. of e Mot e e i

and surface before possibly - -

sending the rover ourner
dozens of metres (yards) away
from Pathfinder for a journey
up a slopi . 8cien-
tists said Friday, ©

"We will have to go v

slowly,” said project lcimfi:{
Matthew Golombeck. "This is

and indications a rock nick-

ggam% i
by unknown means. Wa-
from an ancient time

ay be
one tantailising nnume.m-.lﬁm~
tists said.

In the next few weeks, the
rover also will examine more
rocks and roll back to the
Pathfinder to see whatever may

have stuck to a magnetic ramp,

lhelmg.long Ionq.longrmge Golombek said.

plans for the rover. So far, the rover has trav-
The probe landed July 4 elled more than 50 metres

near the Mars equator for what (yards).

Sihanouk powerless to help
resolve Cambodian crisis

PHNOM PENH. Aug 9: Cam-
bodia's King Norodom Si-
hanouk said in a letter released
Saturday that he is powerless to
help the people of his country
following a coup that ousted his
son as co-prime minister, re-
ports AP.

Norietheless, he clearly dis-
approved of the violent and
bloody July 5 putsch led by co-

rime minister Hun Sen. The

ng said he holds totally dif-
ferent views from the people
now in . and branded the
political situation a comedy.

"The fate of our nation is
terribly sad.” the king said in a
letter to exiled opposition polit-
ical leader Sam Rainsy dated
August 8, "I have no ability to do
anything. The power is totally
in their hands." _

The king left Cambodia
during November for a month-
long programme of medical
treatment in Beijing, but has
not returned.

Hun Sen, jealous of the
king's popularity, has threat-
ened the royal family in the
past.

Rainsy had written an ap-
peal to Sihanouk not to issue a
royal decree recognising For-
eign Minister Ung Huot as Ra-
nariddh's replacement. .

in the position and ha
liament, which he now con-
trols, rubber stamp his move
with a vote. But the replacement

Hun Sen installed Ung Huot

Par-

would not be legal without a
royal decree.

Chea Sim, who has been
designated by Sinhanouk as
acting head of state and has the

to sign the decrees on the
ng's behalf, initialled the de-

cree recognising Ung Huot.

Sihanouk, however, at-
tempted to dodge responsibility
for any royal decrees signed by
Chea Sim.

"If I have given Chea Sim the
authorisation to sign all laws
and decrees in my place, it is to
make him responsible before
the ple and before history,”
the g wrote.

"l must not share this re-
sponsibility with him nor with
Hun Sen. If | share responsibil-
ity it would mean that | associ-
ate myself with these people in
the ongoing new political game.
I just cannot take part in this
new comedy Iinvolving the
State,” the king wrote.

He concluded his letter by
saying "history will render jus-
tice to each one of us.”

Khmer Rouge hardliners,
meanwhile, sald in a radio

broadcast Saturday that Hun

Sen must be arrested and
brought to trial in the United
States like Panamanian dicta-
tor and drug trafficker Manuel
Noriega.

The Khmer Rouge said that
its spokesman, leu Sam-
phan, had sent a letter to
Philippine Foreign Minister
Domingo Siazon complaining
about the Ung Huot's installa-
tion as first prime minister.

A formal relationship exists
only between Phnom Penh and
Manila, therefore it is not clear
how or what channel was used
by Khieu Samphan in dispatch-
ing his letter to Siazon.

"This coup d'etat has created
serious Insecurtgr and Instabil-
ity in Cambodia and also
threatens stability and securi
in the region (of Southeas
Asia),” Khieu Samphan said in

his letter which was dated Au-

gust 7.

He said that the coup had de-
stroyed the possibility for free
and fair elections in 1998,

Khieu Samphan said that
Ung Huot's installation con-
firmed that "Hun Sen and his
(Vietnamese)} master have no
willingness in quickly so
this political crisis throu
pe means.”

NASA on Friday. The rover is perched atop Mermaid Dune, a dark material distinct from
the surrounding bright surface. Dark red rover tracks extend from the foreground to the

base of the rover's wheels.

— AFP/UNB photo

Uncertaingy

or two small
the Spektr scientific module
when it smacked into it during
a practice docking.

tory," said James Oberg, an
American space engineer and
expert on the Russian program.
"No one's ever flown equipment
this long, and the level of safety
aboard in simply unknown."

All the uncertainty creates a
tense backdrop for cosmonauts
Anatoly Solovyov and Pavel
Vinogradov, who arrived armed
with high-tech tools after
drilling for hundreds of hours
for special work.

ith American astronaut
Michael Foale standing by In a
backup role, they represent the
only read hope of restoring
most of the power lost in the
Mir's June 25 collision with a
supply craft.

e extent of the exterior
damage will remain somewhat
of a mys until Friday, when
the trio climb into a cap-
sule and fly around the Mir to
inspect it. _

Russian officials say the

ss cargo ship poked one
oles in the side of

But the astronauts scheduled

to visit Mir next month on the
US shuttle Atlantis say
analysis of photographs and
telemetry
than the Spekir was damaged.

an
suggests that more

Writing on their mission's
site recently on the World Wide

Web, they said the theory is that

the Progress "may have ca-
reened into the end of the Base

Block module (main Mir mgg-
ule) and even the Kvant-1 mod-

ule.
If that is borne out, it could

eatly increase the Russians'’
ﬁll;.ma e estimate of between

dirs 17 million and dirs 22 mil-
lion, and give the US space
agency N more reason to

abandon its role in the aging
Mir for safety reasons.

hard to understand
lives are

hundreds of millions of dollars

NASA already is withhold-

ing final approval for a re-
placement for Foale, ci
cerns voiced at levels
way u

himself.

con-
the
to President Clinton

With an investment of more

than dirs 400 million in Mir,
which it sees as a
to the international s

stone
pace sta-

tion, it is likely to maintain the

commitment — but only if re-
pairs

out.
"l don't think NASA can

make a firm commitment until

is restored,” said Ge-

the

off lgn'}r head of the Kettering
Space Observers Group in
Cornwall, England.

In the meantime, an inter-

national debate has been ng
for weeks over safety on the di-
lapidated Mir.

- "For many observers, it is
why human
put at risk — and

shadows Mir rescue mission

a spent by the Russian and
US space agencies — to pro
the working life of a 130-ton

rust bucket that is anyway due
to go into retirement by 2000,"
London’s Financial Times
newspaper wrote Thursda

"Surely not just for the thrills?"

Some US lawmakers share
that view.

But numerous Western ce
experts, along with Russian of-
ficials themselves, think that
kind of attitude amounts to un-
warranted Mir-bashing. which
they say has dominated world
media coverage since the June

crash.

After all, the Mir has suc-

cessfully endured more than

1,400 breakdowns in its 11 1-2

years, according to the Russian
m?pcrﬁegndn]ra-mlm-
age ol one every three days.

"There are always these

problems, but they're usually
overcome,” Perry said. "We've

sian orbi
that should not be waster.”

what it should doing

Harvey Wichman, director of
the Aerospace

ust heard more about the
reakdowns lately.”

A US rt called the Rus-
station "a treasure
"Mir is do

for us exactly

said
Psychology Lab-

oratory at Claremont McKenna
College in California.

"The

|

Mala
Front will remain a coalition
and not become a single :
Prime Minister Mahathir Mo-
hamad said Saturday, reports

Nat’l Front to
remain a coalition,
says Mahathir

KUALA LUMPUR. Aug 9:
ia's governing National

things that went wrong | Ap.
on Mir don't usually happen The coalition 11
with a new vehicle, so the - | Malay. Chinese, Indian and

coming international
tion won't

space sta-
provide these lessons

until it, too, is aging,” he wrote
in a newspaper commentary.

The Russians are sticking to

their own planned scenario for
Mir's demise,

On Friday, President Boris

other ethnic parties. It has
retumed to power at every :
tion since independence from
Britain in 1957 with big majori-
ties in Parliament.

Some members have sug-

gested that it might be time to
amalgamate them all into a

Yeltsin visited the Khrunichev party.

Space Center in Moscow and king to reporters after
was debriefed on to revive | Chairing the front's 'Sﬂm
the power- Mir.  Officials | council meeting. Maha said
also ewed the Mir's final | the front is not ready to become

shu

— in 2000, after an

international space station be-
comes operational.

party and will remain a

a single *

coalition until the idea of a sin-
gle party is accepted by every-
one.



