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Upendra Chakm

reiterates
demand for
UNHCR

involvement

Force on Refugees went to

See Page 12 col 6

ALCWC finalises
programme to
observe Aug 15
An

emergency meeting of
Awami League Central W
Ehzmnﬂttnc yesterday ﬂil_'ulli 4
programme for ob-
ational Mourning Day
on August 15, W UNB.
Party chief Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina chaired the
meeting at Ganobhaban, which
also reviewed the current polit-
ﬁ :’Ifhe nnclo—m;iu:dic situa-
country, a
try press

On 15 August 1975, father of
the nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur and
his family members were bru-
tﬁfy killed by a group of ambi-

us

im at his Dhan-

See Page 12 Col 3

Two girls
drown

river Buri on Thursday
afternoon while she was
bathing. Police recovered her

bo%m in tﬁt same thana,

Samina, 8, daughter of Abdus
Zahir, drowvned in a ditch near
her residence at Jagannath
Saha Lane on Thursday.

The bodies were sent to

morgue for autopsy.
Workers’ agitation
at Chittagong
Port continues

From Staff Corrmpondent.

CHITTAGONG, Aug 8: Coas-
ter Hatch Workers today bro-
out a wearing
burial cloth as part of their

agitation amme (o press

home theﬁ'rﬁml.nd for han-

dling cargo at the outer-an-

The processionists paraded
and port areas.

Later, the hatch workers

held a protest rally with their

)
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Riot police watch the people coming out through north gate of Baitul Mukarram Mosque yesterday.

House building credit sector
is facing a crunch as the House
Building Finance Corporation
(HBFC) has run aground for

of funds.

Another lender, in the public
sector, the Sonali Bank facing
liquidity problems also put a
brake on its housing loans.

This left mgzl a Emall II'_II-I::I]JE*

company, ta BRAC 8-
illn?%F‘lmu'ur:«.-. Company Limited
(DBHFCL). and commercial

banks operating in the housing
credit sector.
The banks are mostly inter-

ested In ga\rl loans to the
builders of high-rise structures
with n'?o.rmmu for sale. Their
operations are limited to cer-
tain high return areas in the
city.

tym HBFC's condition is not
going to im soon unless it
Feu a fresh infusion of funds
rom the government, This,
however, is unlikely in the near
future, official sources said,

Alth its credits were In-
adequate to com a standard
multistoreyed building with

flats, it pllﬁred a key role in
meeting the fast growing

By Shehab Ahmed

;_netrapu]ia* housing needs so
ar.

The DBHFCL, however, is
operating on a very small scale
since it entered the sector last

with a paid up capital of Tk
ve crore.

Meanwhile, an application
from the lgmpoud ational
Housing nance Company

5th Five Year Plan

Tk 484.57 crore
projected for

mass media

A sum of Tk 484.57 crore has
been projected for the develop-
ment of the mass media in the
draft Fifth Five Year (1997-
2002) Plan (FFYP), r BSS.

Of the amount, .31 crore
will be spent for the spill over

ojects, Tk 90 crore for the
elevision, Tk 60 crore for the
Betar, Tk 10 crore for the Na-
tional Institution of Mass
Communication (NIMC), Tk 5

See Page 16 Col 4

House building credit|
sector in bad shape

(NHFC), a consortium of multi-
nationals, banks, insurance
companies and overseas
B adeshis, with a paid up
capital of Tk 40 crore and an
authorised capital of Tk 200
crore, is awaiting clearance
from the authorities.

The application was made to
the Bangladesh Bank (BB) on
January 6 this year. The BB
sent the relevant papers to the
Finance Ministry for its ap-
proval, the sources said.

The clearance is being with-
held because of non-banki
financial institutions act, 199
which directors of
one financial institution from
becoming director of a similar

co :

]im PE{F’C has been
with Tk two crore each from its
18 sponsors in Bangladesh and
two from overseas Bangla-
deshis’ consortiums in Britain
and Zambia.

The local sponsors include
three banks — IFIC, AB Bank
and UCB. The six insurance
companies are Sadharan Bima,
Jiban Bima, Reliance, National

See Page 12 Col 8
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Police foil bid to
stage protest

near Baitul
Mukarram

By Staff Correspondent

Police arrested four persons
yesterday after dispersing sup-

rters of Islamic Oikyo Jote
10J) who tried to stage a
demonstration de restric-
tion on procession gather-
ing in and around the Baitul
Mukarram national mosque.

The ban was imposed by

DMP last week.

Police used batons to dis-
perse the |10J supporters when
they tried to stage a rally at the
northern gate of the national
mosque alter Jumma prayers,

L i s slogans 0MYy-

However, they ran towards
the Jatiya Press Club. Later,
reassembled after a brief
. and tried to mmg: towards
the mosque in, braving a
downpour. Fulligc: seized a loud
speaker mnunl::d on a rick-
w, tons and
dluper:dmn at Purana -
tan crossing.

The four arrested are Obai-
dul, 22, Hugq, 25, Yunus
Khan, 35 Hafez Mohammad
Enayetullah, 30.
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EC deadline to cancel faulty
GSP certificates by Oct 1

The European Commission
(EC) has threatened to withdraw
the GSP facility if the Bangla-
desh authorities fail to cancel
the inaccurate GSP certificates
by October 1, reports UNB.

The deadline was set by the
Commission after the govern-
ment failed to take measures to
cancel the 6,910 GSP certifi-
cates which, an EC investiga-
tion team found, were not issued
complying with the rules of
origin.

other demand by the
Commission to carry out an in-
vestigation by the authorities
concerned here into some 8,562

N “"doubtful” GSP certificates was

not also honoured, annoying
the EC further.
In a recent letter to the Ex-
gort Promotion Bureau (EPB),
C Director PB Knudsen in-
formed that the Commission
would withdraw the preferen-
tial tariff measures if the condi-
tions are not met by October 1.
Sources in the readymade
garment industry felt that the
government should act quickly,
cance the 6.910 certificates
immediately and conducting
enquiries to verify the authen-
ticity of the other 8,562 certifi-

cates.

When contacted, Commerce
and Industries Minister Tofael
Ahmed told UNB yesterday that
the government is reviewing the
situation and he is likely to
visit Brussels, the EC headquar-
ters, next month. '

The minister indicated that

a decision from the government
regardi cancellation of the
GSP ¢ cates may be delayed

until the outcome of his pro-
posed visit.

The top officials of the
Commission are now holiday-
in% and they will not be avail-
able before the next month for
an amicab{f] solution of the
nagging problem.

As products from a least de-
veloped country (LDC), Bang-
ladesh's readymade garment
enjoys a 12.5 per cent duty
exemption under the Gener-
alised System of Preference
(GSP) which gives the industry
an edge over its competitors.

But the readymade garment
exports faced a disruption after
the EC investigation team
found irregularities in issuing
GSP certificates following com-
plaints that the rules of origin
clause is being violated.

The main victim was the ex-
ports of knitwear which is to
comply with a three-stage in the
country transformation — from
production of yarn to finished
product — to enjoy the duty ex-

emption under the GSP.
E‘;‘)am of knit items fetched
a total of 763 million US dollar

in 1996-97 fiscal, 605 million
dollar or 79 per cent of which
came from the European mar-
kets,

Bangladesh requested the EC
to derogate the rules of origin
clause of the GSP. Tofael
Ahmed visited Brussels in Jan-
uary last and wrote letters to
top EC officials in an effort to
resolve the problem.

Responding, the EC said it is
ready to derogate the law, but
the inaccurate GSP certificates
should be cancelled first and
necessary investigation carried
out about the doubtful certifi-
cates.

In his letter, Knudsen said
under the GSP rules, the con-
cerned country should do the
tasks and their results commu-
nicated to the customs authori-
ties in the European Commu-
nity within a maximum six

See Page 12 Col 7

§_tate Min_i_ster Ab_ul I-_Iossain_claims

PM now convinced my
visit was justified

By Staff Correspondent

State Minister for LGRD and
Cooperatives Syed Abul Hos-
sain has explained his contro-
versial private visit to Singa-
pore for ‘'medical check-up' last
week and claimed he succeeded
in ‘'convincing' the Prime Min-
ister that his visit was justified.

The premier reportedly ex-
pressed her annoyance over the
visit using the state minister's
old passport that identifies him
as a businessman, instead of

AL activist shot
“dead in Khulna

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Aug 8: Jabbar
Fakir, 30, an st of Rupsha
Thanpa unit of Awami League

was gunned down at noon today
in an abandoned house at Nai-
hati.

Police said the killers be-

longing to outlawed Sarbahara

also killed his father and

elder brother at midnight on

June 4 this year at village Nan-
danpur,

his diplomatic passport.

The matter figured at the
cabinet meeting on Thursday.
He was summoned by Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina to ex-
plain the matter, prior to the
meeting. Contrary to specula-
tions, the issue did not come up
at the Awami League Central
Working Committee meeting
yesterday, a top leader of the
party said.

Syed Abul Hossain told The
Daily Star last night the Prime
Minister was convinced by the
explanation he gave her,
__ "1 met the Prime _
her office prior to the cabinet
meeting on Thursday and ex-
plained everything related to
the visit. It seemed that she was
convinced hz' the explanation I
pu?d forward,” the state minister
said.

On his request to permit him
to go to Simmgapore again very
soon, the Prime Minister, how-
ever, asked him not to go 'for
the time-being,' he said.

Abul Hossain admitted that
he had gone to Singapore on

See Page 12 Col 7
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water by WASA.

Residents of city's Bangshal area demonstrating yesterday de

manding smooth supply of
— Star photo

Water crisis

Barricade, clash
with police in
Bangshal: 25 hurt

By Staff Correspondent

At least 25 people includ
seven policemen were inju
when about one hund resi-
dents of Bangshal in the city
clashed with police while
demonstrating against water
crisis in the area erday.

The agitated local pcné: put
barricade on the busy North-
South Road at the gmglhal
Crossing for about three hours
till 3 pm. They took to the
streets complaining that there
was no water supply in the area
for two days.

Police said the clash began
as the demonstrators pelted
brickbats on police who tried to
remove the road barricade. A
police vehicle was also dam-
aged.

At one stage police lobbed
tear gas shells and resorted to
baton charge to disperse the
demonstrators.

The injured people were
treated at local clinics. The in-

See Page 12 Col 8

Nat’l bodx submits report soon

Uniform edn & curricula

for pry level proposed

By Mizan Ali

A 'uniform system of educa-
tion and curricula’ for the pri-
mar{ level has been proposed
g the National Committee on

ucation Policy, according to
official sources.

The 58-member committee
headed by Prof Shamsul Huq
was formed about five months
ago. Nineteen sub-committees
were formed to recommend
measures on various issues in
the education sector. The com-
mittee is likely to submit its
report to the Prime Minister
shortly.

Some of the major recom-
mendations of the committee
are a three tiers system com-
ﬂﬂlillg primary. secondary and

igher levels of education,
work-oriented curricula at all
levels, grade tem in exami-
nations and increase of higher
education fees for the wards of
:g:nt parents, the sources

Setting up of a medical uni-
versity has also been suggested
by the committee. It has also
suggested modernisation of
madrassah education.

The committee has proposed
an eight-year primary educa-
tion, instead of the present five-
year system. It suggested intro-
duction of a six-year primary
education by 2 with the tar-
E:t of an eight-year system by

010, improving the necessary
infrastructure. nsideration
of the policy of food for educa-
tion at the primary level, has
also been recommended.

There are at least four differ-
ent sets of curricula at the pri-
mary level, which has led to in-
consistency, the committee ob-
served,

A large number of schools in
the pre-primary and primary
levels have been established by

See Page 12 Col 1

An official Japanese fact-
finding mission will visit
Bangladesh shortly to study
Japanese aid for the construc-
tion of the Rupsha Bridge.

A J;%meu: diplomat here
told U that the mission's
visit will be a follow-up to the
official talks between %angln*
desh meh:.amﬂcr Sheikh
Hasina apanese coun-
tcr%:'t Ryutaro Hashimoto.

¢ talks were held on
Tokyo in early June when
Hasina went to economic giant

cial
visit.

Hirotsugu Hagiuda, Counsel-
lor in the Ja . embassy,
said that Prime Minister
Hashimoto had promised
Hasina to despatch a fact-find-
ing mission on Rupsha bridge.

Although no specific date for
the visit has been finalised :
but the mission is certainly
coming to Dhaka by December

tlnaEyv:r he said.
uating Sheikh Hasina's
trip to Japan from June 1-6,

Japan on a six-day o

Hagiuda said the visit was very

Rupsha Bridge: Japanese team
visits soon to study project

well-timed and a riate as
it marked the si jubilee of
Dhaka-Tokyo diplomatic rela-
tions.

The J diplomat said
Bangladesh Prime Minister's
visit had contributed to the
dee of bilateral and po-
litical dialogues between the
two countries.

During the official meeting,
he said, both Hasina and
Hashimoto reaffirmed their
intention to bolster the existing
friendly relations, intensifying

ation in various fields.

agiuda said the Japanese
prime minister appreciated the
reforms undertaken by the new
government of Sheikh Hasina
on economic liberalisation
here. Hashimoto was also im-
pressed by Hasina's earnest de-
sire to work for political stabil-
Ey and economic growth in

Asked about the Japanese
assistance for the proposed

Ganges barr . Hagiuda
said, "We wil tmkwm the mat-
ter in consultation with other

donors and international or-
ganisations.”

He mentioned that dunnf
Hasina's visit, an agreemen
was si by the two sides on
protection and promotion of
investment to facilitate more
investment from Japan and in-
crease confidence of the Japa-
nese investors in B adesh.

He said it's a very important
step to provide a legal frame for
the Japanese investment activi-
ties in Bangladesh. Once the
agreement is approved and fi-
nalised by the Japanese par
liament, investors from Japan
will be assured on their invest-
ment in Bangladesh and vice
VErsa.

Besides, Soichiro Toyoda,
Chairman of Keidanren, the
most powerful business associ-
ation in Ja . has agreed to
come to Dl?:l?n responding to
the request by the Bangladesh
Premier during her meeting
with top leaders of Japanese In-
dustries and trade.

Replying to a question, Hag-
See Page 12 Col 5

‘Bangla will be
reintroduced in
A-level exams’

A British minister has as-
sured that B a would be re-
stored as a subject in the 'A’
level examination, reports
UNB.

British Secretary of State for
International Development
Clare Short gave the assurance,
considering the matter with a
positive outlook following a re-
uest by Education Minister
HK Sadique.

The Bangladesh minister,
now in London, requested the
British Secretary of State on
Wednesday to res the su
in the ‘A’ | exam to help

5 people, said a
i oo L

Bnnggu has recently been ex-
cluded from the 'A' level exam
in Britain that created prob-
lems, particularly for the Ban-

galees residing in Britain.

The two ministers ex-
changed views on the education
systems of the two countries as
well as British assistance to

mary and adult education in
E:.‘nglmuh.

Cong apologises for
mosque demolition

CALCUTTA, Aug 8: India's
Congress (I) Party apologised
here on Friday for failing to

stop Hindu fanatics dc-tﬁlng
a moagu&gve years ago which
led to 2, deaths in religious
rioting, AFP,

It was the first public apol-

by the party after thousands

Hindu zealots tore down the
16th-century mosque in the
northern town of Ayodhya in
December, 1992.

A party resolution at the
start of a three-day convention
here said "C 8 regrets its
inability to carry out t Ieﬁ:e]
responsibility in protecting
Babri Mosque”,

Hindu nationalists claimed

the Babri Mosque had been
built on the site of a Hindu

t:m_ﬁl:,
destruction the
worst orgy of Hindu-Muslim
clashes since India's partition
in 1947. Thousands more were
injured.

The C government's
fallure to t the Incident

alienated millions of Muslims

from the . which was voted
out of power last year.
Meanwhile, the party
launched a scathing attack on
India's fragile minority gov-
ernment today and pl to
return to power with its own
?vemment. Congress presidernt
itaram Kesri, who keeps
Prime Minister Inder Kumar
Gujral's mment afloat with
his parliamentary backing,

said : "My lneu?e today is
strengthen the Congress and
wrest power from the opposi-
tion.”

Kesri told 4,000 delegates at
a sports stadium complex here:
*This Is not our government nor
are we of the Sy

"We are . We are
merely helpers. We reserve the

t to criticise and control
this government. There can be
no compromise on that. | be-
lieve ﬂruu'ngy that the future be-
tﬂ ELl

esri, whose 40-minute
mh was greeted with thun-
“ ause, added, how-
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l_]_eath gf bus_inessman

Sedative mixed
with food, maid
confesses to DB

Detective Branch of police
has unveiled the cause of death
of a businessman who died of
food poisoning on August 2, re-
ports UNB.

The DB yesterday arrested
the maid who had mixed seda-
tive with food that caused the
death of Kabir Hossain Chowd-
hury at his in-law's residence at
Sobhanbagh in the city.:

Under supervision of assis-
tant commissioner Rafiqul Is-
lam, Inspector Shahjahan led
the DB team that arrested maid
Najma from Araihajar thana.

Najma, who was brought to
the DB office at midnight last

e had

sedative with food. . .

Kabir died and nine others,

including his wife and two chil-

dren fell sick after having din-
ner at his in-law’'s house.

5 chargesheeted
for violating
four sisters

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Aug 8: The
five persons who were arrested
on the night of August 1 on
charge of violating four sisters
at Sonarpar village under Sid-
dhirganj thana were charge-
sheeted today under the Women
and Child Repression Act, 1995.

Siddhirganj thana police
submitted the chargesheet in
the court of Sadar Thana Mag-
istrate (South), police said.

Medical tests of the four sis-
ters done on Monday, showed
"positive results” and the re-
ports were handed over to the
district J:volin: super on the fol-
lowing day, police said.

The chargesheeted persons
are: Aminul Islam, Mohammad
Selim, Abdul Halim, Al
ﬂkhhar and Abdul Ahad Sikd-

ar.

Salman committed
suicide, servants

tell CID

Three servants, who worked
at the house of Salman Shah,
yesterday told CID investiga-
tors that the filmstar had com-
mitted suicide, reports UNB.

All the three — Monwara,
Dolly and Abul — denied that
th? were confined in bathroom
and Salman was killed, contra-
dicting what Rezvi Ahmed said
in his confessional statement
to the court.

Monwara was bro t to the
office of the Criminal Investi-
gation Department (CID) from a
city slum while I:H::ll¥i from
Comilla and Abul from Nawab-

ganj.

They once again narrated
the "suicide episode” of the pop-
ular hero. Earlier, they gave
similar statements to a
pﬁliﬂ: and the Detective Bran-
ch.

The three were later freed by
the CID.

Teenaged girl
raped 1in Ctg

CHITTAGONG, Aug 8: A
teenaged girl was allegedl
ra by her cousin today a
Palegram vill in Bashkhali
thana, reports UNB.

Sources said one Sarwar,
son of Guramia of the same vil-
lage, forcibly entered the resi-
dence of az Begum, 14, at
noon and raped her. Shahnaz's
mother was out of the house
during the incident.

Shahnaz and her mother
went to the thana to ster a
case in this mmwcuon.u!t the
police refused to accept case
without any evidence.

When contacted, local
declined to admit the



