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were_on the second leg

DR Tadashi Nakatsuka and
of our tour of southern

Japan. We boarded

the

would the best part of a
day the A-bomb dome,
the Peace Park and the Peace

Memorial Museum. The 'Hikari
ss' on which we
were bound for Hiroshima is
another testimony to Japan's
brilliance.
hour

Su

technological
mw:hng over 200 km per

to the nearest station.
It was drizzling

ima and would
u Dome-Mae
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the
Shinkansen at Shin-Kobe on
of 21 April. The
ninety minutes journey would
take us to Hiroshima, where we

compartments electronically
display the velocity of the train,
the distance and time of arrival

when we
came out of the Hiroshima rail-
way station. Within a few min-
utes walking distance is the
streetcar station. We boarded
the streetcar bound for Miya-
et off at Gen-
-bomb dome)
in about 15 minutes. As we
took our seats in the car my
thoughts wondered off to the
many pictures | saw of the dev-
astations of Hiroshima. The
first city in the world to be de-

R e

stroyed by an atomic bomb.
Much later as a student of
Physics, I learnt more about the
A-bomb and its awesome power
of clestruction. I looked out of
the window of the streetcar, |
could of course see noth of
that destruction now. i-
roshima has been completely

rebuilt after the war an

it is like an
city. Beautiful, well-planned
and modern. All that remains of
that holocaust are the A-bomb
dome, the various monuments
well-preserved ex-

and the
hibits inside the

rial Museum.

The Peace

today
other Japanese

eace Memo-

Park and the

Peace Memorial Museum are

arranged on a triangu

lar

of land with the A-bomb dome

at the northern apex
. The site is bounded to

the east by the

to the west by

of the tri-

Motoyasu River,
the Honkawa

River, the West Peace Bridge
and the East Peace Bridge and

the road

them forms

connecting
the base of the triangle to the
south. The northern apex is
also the junction of the rivers.
As we walked towards the Mo-
toyasu Bridge we visited the

Memorial
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A Visit to the Peace Park and t

by Dr M Muniruzzaman

On 6 August 1945 Hiroshima became the first city
in the world to be destroyed by an atomic bomb.
Almost the entire city and its inhabitants were
wiped out in an instant. Survivors of the holocaust
‘suffered great physical and mental pain. For many
the nightmare still continues.

memory of the students mobi-
lized to help the victims of the
A-bomb. We entered the Peace
Park through the Motoyasu
Bridge. As we passed the north-
ern end of the Park to the
south, we passed the Peace
Clock Tower, the Peace Bell, the
Atomic Bomb Memorial Mound,
the Monument in Memory of the
Korean Victims of the A-bomb,
the Peace Fountain and the
Childrens' Peace Monument. All
these monuments are simple
but elegantly and con-
vey the deep emotions and
feelings of the people of Hi-
roshima.

There is a very touching
story about the Childrens'
Peace Monument. It goes
somewhat like this. A little girl
was almost dying in a hospital

from the effects of nuclear radi- -

ation. In order to keep her spir-
its high it was suggested to her
that if she could make a thou-
sand paper cranes she would

get well. The little girl made
more than a thousand paper
cranes from whatever bits of
paper she could lay her hands
on. She of course never got well,
but died after those pa-
Bcr cranes. The Childrens’
eace Monument commemo-
rates that even. A few paper
cranes made by the girl are
on lay inside the Museum.
w further south we
the Peace Fountain the
ame of Peace, the Monument
of Prayer and the Hiroshima
Peace City Memorial — a ceno-
taph for the A-bomb victims.
Further south and runnin
west-east lay the Internati
Conference tre and the Hi-
roshima Peace Memorial Mu-
seum. nd these are the
Fountain of Prayer and on the
base of the triangle, the Statue
of Mother and Child in the
Storm.

We had spent an hour look-
ing at the monuments inside
the Park. Before entering the
Museum we decided to have
some lunch. It was still driz-
zling, when we came out of the

restaurant, but not as heavily.
The Park by now was full of
tourists and school children in
their uniform, raincoats and
their brightly coloured umbrel-
las. On inquiry Nakatsuka-san
informed me the place is always
crowded at this time of the year,
particularly with school chil-
dren as their schools are yet to
open for the new session.

The first public display of
materials related to the atomic
bombing took place on Septem-
ber 9, 1949 and with the
establishment of the A-bomb
Memorial Hall in the Hiroshima

City Central Public Hall. Subse-
quently the Hiroshima Peace
Memorial Hall and the Peace
Memorial Museum were estab-
lished in the Peace Memorial
Park in 1955. The Peace
Memorial Museum is divided
into two buildings. The four-
stn:l;r;ed East Eiuill i_nclud

a basement 55 ays facts an

records of ma before and
after the bombing. The West
Building connec to the East

Bul]dlrﬁ by a corridor houses
possessions of people who died
in the bombing, records and
other items. _
A token 50 yen entrance fee
is required to get into the Mu-
seum Building. We entered the
first floor of the Museum
through the eastern entrance.
The basement of the buil

houses the library, mcctlng an
E;'njccunn rooms, the Peace
emorial Hall and various of-
fices. The entrance of the first
floor leads straight onto a

room which houses models of

the city before and after the A-

and the A-bomb dome.
On the walls of the room are
pictures of destruction of the
cllg, mfurmaﬂ%r; Ehn tﬁe bum:f
and messages e Mayors
Hiroshima, commemorating the
Hiroshima Day. The room also
houses video theatres of the A-
bombing and other information.
We didn't have enough time to
go through the videos, however
we gathered as much informa-
tion as we could from the
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Light or moderate rain or thundershower acco

temporary gusty wind is likely at many places over
and Sylhet divisions and at a%ew AL

shahi

places over Khulna, Dhaka,

Barisal and Chittagong divisions in next 12 hours till 6 pm to-

day, reports UNB.

Met office says day temperature may rise by 1-3 degrees Cel-

sius across the country.
In its outloock for sub

sequent two days weathermen forecast

little change and increase in rainfall activities in the following

five days.

Meantime, Barisal had 30 mm rain and Cox's Bazar 13 mm

in the last 24 hours till 6 am yesterday.
ighest temperature
recorded at Dinajpur and the lowest 22 6

Country’'s h

5:31 am.

8 Celsius was
at :
The sun sets today at 6:38 pm and rises tomorrow (Friday) at

Maximum and minimum temperatures and humidit
recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were: d

City/Town Temperature
in Celsius

max min
Dhaka 327 26.0
Chittagong 33.0 255
Rajshahi 328 26.2
Khulna 31.0 26.4
Barisal 32.7 25.4
Sylhet 32.0 26.0
Cox's Bazar 31.0 245

Humidity

in percentage
morning evening
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Dr Fasiul Alam
elected CU

syndicate member

CHITTAGONG. Aug 6: Dr Fa-
siul Alam, provost of the Pr:‘i-
lata Hall has been elected mem-
ber uno of the syndicate
of the Chittagong Universit y for
thfic next two years from provost
category as per Chit Uni-
versity Act 1973, rtp?rtggrB]gSE.

JS body on public

undertaking
meeting held

A meeting of Public Under
taking Committee of the Jatiya
Sangsad was held at Sangsad

Bha

yesterday

with its

Chairman Whip Prof Rafiqul
Islam in the chair. reports UNB
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HC vacates
Injunction on

unloading of
- bulk wheat

A High Court division bench
has vacated an ad interim in-
junction on Monday on unload-
trlg uft bg:ll;t wheat ‘'vaccuba-

or a ong silo jetty, a
PID mﬁ’gﬂdng Bgis

A H:ﬁ:l Court bench earlier
issued injunction on July 14
following a writ petition sub-
Ili!jttblai Euy;:urs Frank Ship-
ping nst the Min-
istry of Food. A

e full bench comprisin
Justice Kazi Ebadul Huq an
Justice A K Badrul Hugq after

hearing the case has vacated the
injunction.

5 visually impﬁired
students pass SSC
exam this year

Five visually impaired stu-
dents, attac with the hostels
of Association for Blind Chil-
dren (ABC), passed the SSC ex-
amination this year, reports
UNB

Of them, Nazrul Islam, Ab-
dul Ahad and Rafiqul Islam se-
cured first division while Mad-
hab Chandra Paul and Kowser
Ahmed secured second division.

Since inception of the ABC
Hostel Programme in 1980, a
total of 82 visually impaired
students passed the SSC examni-
nation. them, 37 secured first
division, 42 second division
and three third division.
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posters on display. We learnt
that the atomic bomb drop

on Hiroshima was about ﬂ
lur?' about 0.7 m in diameter
and weighed about 4 tons. The
destructive power was equiva-

lent to 15,000 tons of TNT. The
h entre of the bomb was
slightly offset to the southeast
of the prefectural office build-
ing, now displayed as the A-
bomb dome. Witness account of
the destruction of Hiroshima
speak’ of "a white flash, at the
same instant searing heat and
blast whirlwinds".

The second floor houses
models of the former City
Building, model of the Old
Hiroshima Red Cross Hospital
and models of the original ;R&ms
for Peace Memorial Park. It also
has a section depicting
Hiroshima's role as a key
military centre and the people
of Hiroshima struggling to
rebuild their lives after the
bomb. The third floor houses
videos on A-bomb and various
peace issues as well as a
section on Mankind Entering
the Nuclear Age. The damage
done by the A-bomb was so
catastrophic that the ‘conviction
that humanity cannot coexist
with nuclear weapons' — has
led to the establishment of the
section entitled Hiroshima's
Jou to the-Path of Peace.

one level of exhibit. The first
room has a huge display — a
panorama on the scale of one to
one thousand of the completely
devastated city. On one side of
the room is a diorama with wax
2%1-11‘1:3 of atomic bomb victims.
is is a very striking display of
civiians caught in the full blast
of the explosion. The back-
ﬁmund in red shows houses on
re, people with their clothes
burning and skin peeling off
their bodies running helter
skelter for safety. |
The next few rooms exhibit
the damage by the heat rays,
the blast, radiation and fire. [t
also shows the relief and rescue
operation geared up to meet the
crisis, Recorded testimony of
the atomic bomb survivors (in
Japanese) form a vivid comple-
ment to the items on display. At
the moment of the explosion,
the fireball created reached a
diameter of more than 200 m in
the space of 0.3 s. The whole
area within a radius of 2 km
from the h entre was com-
pletely incinerated and the heat
generated caused burns to peo-
ple up to a radius of 3.5 km. On
display in these rooms are per-
sonal possessions like burnt

remains of school uniform.
shoes, tiffin boxes — some with

£
i £
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An electric post was dhmﬂgad when a big tree fell upon it

during storm yesterday in front of the BIRDEM Hospital

yesterday.

— Star photo

Dr Nakatsuka d - teifmnt nf 1.I.:-.1.m.

. We entered the West Buih:h-
ing “through' thé' conneeting

corridor. This building has only ' 4tomi~ bomb struck the whole
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charred remains of the con-
tents, spectles with their steel
frames discoloured and glasses
melted out, bicycles turned
into burnt metal, skins and
nails that peeled off fromm the
victims' body. Display of
domestic items like burnt and
disfigured bread toasters,
cooking utensils, glass bottles
partially melted and fused
tﬂ%f:thl’.‘l' — all testify to the
inferno created y the
explosion. Another remarkable
display is that of the shadow of
a person sitting on stone steps
and leaning against a wall. The

rtion covered by the victims

y had retained the original
colour of the stone. but the
exposed area had turned into
an ash colour. A brick wall with
numerous glass splinters

embedded in it testify to the
velocity of the flying glasses.
The short and long term effects
of nuclear radiation on the
civilian population has also
been well documented and
photographed. It said people
within 1 km of the hypocentre
received lifethreatening doses,
many of whom died within a few
days. Apart from the immediate
eflects there were disorders that
arose over a long period of time
following exposure. Disorders
such as leukemia and cancer
appeared even ten years after
victims were exposed to radia-
uﬂ“*‘f A (21} K

The disaster caused hy Lh-z}

city iri an instant. All public of-
fices, including the prefecture
office. the city office. the police
staticn and the fire brigade
were completely inactivated.
Despite the confusion that fol-
lowecl the surrender and occu-
pation, the people of Hiroshima
rebuilding their lives in the face
of the most adverse circum-
stanes form the subject matter
of the relief and rescue activi-
ties.

N:iakatsuka-san and | had
been inside the Museum close
to three hours and were now at
the end of the display. We de-
cided to call it a day and walked
out of the exhibition room and
into the lobby and sat down at
the place of reflection. | closed
my eyes and remembered a line
of message on the entrance to
the Museum "Hiroshima is a
city which continually seeks
peace’. | thought | understood
what that sentence really
means. After writing my com-
ments in the Book of Me es
for Peace. we walked out of the
Museum and into the drizzle.

The author is Professor of
Physics and Former Dean of the
Faculty of Mathematical and
Physical Sciences, J irna-
gar University, Savar,

| The Lancet lauds DOTS

Confce on problem
of minority in
Bangladesh held
in UK

The fourth conference on
violation of human rights of
religious and ethnic minorities
was held recently at the House
of Commons and House of Lords
under the auspices of the UK
chapter of Bangladesh Hindu
Bouddha Christian Oikya
Parishad, lﬂ{)ﬂ a press release.

Chaired E{ Paresh Das
and Roman Banerjee, the two-
day conference was addressed,
among others, by Lord Eric
Avebury, Chairman of Parlia-
men Human Rights Com-
mittee, Mike Gapes MP, Siman
Hughes MP, Shadow Overseas
Development Minister Clare
Short MP, Ahmed Hossain
Zoarder, General Secretary of
UK Awami League and Bn.n{la-

in UK,

desh High Commissioner
Mahmood Ali.

The speakers discussed
many points on human rights
violation of the religious and
ethnic minorities in Bangla-
desh.

Bangladesh should se
the clause of the International
Human Rights Charter to en-

sure equal ts of the minort-
ties, the ers added.
Addressing the conference,

the High Commissioner of
Bangladesh in UK said the pre-
sent government would try to
mmw. tht.ﬂm.l:;llyem- of hu-
man s u g

The ::nnlgmu adopted sev-
eral resolutions which include
immediate solution to the CHT

{Jrnhhmn _}:)ollucnlly, restora-
‘ jon of 1972 Constitution,

Fortunate_

Mina,

Helpless Police

by Farah Kabir

When Mina was brought into the police station, they
were faced with the problem of where to keep her. They
have the prisons for men and the women convicts, and

the delinquent juvenile home/centre.

AST month [ was in
Sarsha, Jessore, a union 7
kilometres from the

Benapole border. The Centre for
Women and Children Studies
has undertaken a research on
women and child trafficking. It
is also engaged in a campalgn
for raising awareness on the
issue. My involvement took me
to Sarsha and 1 met Mina.

Mina is perhaps seven or
eight years old. She is a cute lit-
tle girl with a few teeth missing
in the front, and two big beauti-
ful eyes. There is fear in her
eyes and she hesitates to speak.
She is traumatised !

A month-and-a-half ago
Mina was brought into the po-
lice station at Sarsha by a kind-
hearted person. This conscien-
tious citizen found her aban-
doned near the border lost and
cr}rin%. Mina had been left be-
hind by the traffickers.

The police have been trying
to %et her to speak, but Mina has
suffered greatly and it took
them long to find out her name.
She would only speak in mono-
syllables till recently. The day
we met with her she told the po-
lice the name of her father and
the name of her village. On the
basis of this information. po-
lice are trying to locate her fa-
ther.

When Mina was brought into
the c[mlil:e station, they were
faced with the problem of where

to keep her. They have the pris- -

ons for men and the women
convicts, and the delinquent
juvenile home/centre. They
could not place her with the
women convicts, nor could they
place her in the juvenile home
— after all she was not a crimi-
nal. Moreover, they where con-
cerned about the kind of expo-
sure she may have as a result of
this. Ultimately one of the po-
lice drivers and his family was
given the resporlisibility. The
uncertainty of the possibility of
rehabilitating her with her par-

ents made the driver and his
family jittery. They were in two
minds about providing a shelter
home to Mina.

Everyday there are reports of
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women and child traffickin
Innumerable cases of r:hiﬁ:l
kidnapping are reported regu-
larly in the newspapers. ¢
government has acknowledged
the problem of trafficking of
women and children. It is per-
haps time to provide the logis-

tics and facilities to rehabili-
tate the few children that are
rescued. | did not p back the
issue of safe custody for chil-
dren with that of women as
many organisations, including
CWCS, have been articulating
this demand for some time now.
Instead, 1 would like to request
the authorities concerned to
look into the matter of setting

up safe custody for children ur-
gently and seriously. Efforts are
on to rescue the children and
women who are trafficked, and
we would not like to wait for a
mishap to occur before taking
any action.

The police in Sarsha were
extremely disturbed when faced
with the issue of providing shel-
ter to Mina. They had this child
on their hands and a GD had
been filed and therefore, it was
their duty to try and locate the
child’'s parents or at least reha-
bilitate her. But they did not
have the provision to ensure
her safety. There may come a
time when police might turn
such cases away. If ever a child
is violated while in the custody
ugfpulice with no provision of
safe custody built into then we
would have ourselves to blame
for not having raised the issue
before.

I would, therefore, like to re-
quest the policy makers and
legislators to take up the issue
and try and provide safe custody
to children. They are already
victim of the most heinous of
crimes mankind has been
engaged in — so, please let them
not be traumatised twice!

We would like to request the
government to ask the Home
Ministry to closely look into
the possibilities of setting u
safe custody for children. Sajg
custody may be set up within
the police station (s) which ma
be located at the Thana level,
managed by dedicated individ-
uals employed by the police de-
partment (s), or with the minj-
mum number of paid staff and a
few volunteers from the com-
munity. They may put in their
time in shifts. School teachers
and doctors may be involved in
the process. Networking among
the different police stations as
well VDP, Ansar, the TNO, the
development workers, the NGOs
and others, they may consider
neces to facilitate the reha-

bilitation efforts may be estab-
lished.

Concerted action is required
to combat the problem of
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women and child trafficki
Poverty, unemployment, hlilé'n
financial returns for minimum
or no investment and an in-
crease in demand for women
and children for anti-social ac-
tivities are the main reasons
behind the abnormal increase
in lraﬂlckinﬁ of women and
children. To deal with these is-
sues, national effort and sup-
port are required. It is not an
easy task, nor can it be resolved
in a short period. But we also
have to address the multifari-
ous problems that arise in try-
ing to rehabilitate the victims
of trafficking, we may start
here.

applied by BRAC

A leading British medical
journal, “The Lancet”, has co-
mmented that the directly
observed therapy, short course
(DOTS) applied in Bangladesh
by BRAC can indeed lead to a
high cure rate of tuberculosis
anid low rate of relapse and
dropout among patients.

e prestigious I]nurnaj. si-
multaneously published from
London and Boston, was com-
menting on a research report
fromm Bangladesh published in
the same issue, says a press re-
lease issued by BRAC yestestlay.

The journal recommended
that the factors that con-
tributed to the success of the
study in Bangladesh must be
explored by other countries to
examine the feasibility of the
application of the project uni-
versall; Of the 13 countries in
which 75 per cent of the world's
tuberculosis patients live, only
five, including Bangladesh,
have adopted short-course di-
rectly observed therapy as their
national strategy. The success
factors include the existence of
an effective non-governmental
organization capable of secur-
ing technical and financial
support from several agencies.
The journal added that consid-
ering the human elements in-
volved, the DOTS strategy calls
for a "revolution of thinking" in
many aspects of health care po-
sition.

According to Lancet, despite
the effort made by the nation to
improve case identification and

| treatment compliance, tubercu-

losis remains a major public
health problem in B adesh
where tuberculosis is found to
be two times more prevalent in
men than in women.
BRAC hr%an its experimen-
tal tuberculosis control pro-
amme by employing women
ealth workers to identify sus-
pected cases and diagnose the
ositive patients under the
BCT[S, The therapy is carried on
for twelve months followed by
an eight-month oral regimen.
All drugs are _g}mﬂded to the
patients free. The tuberculosis
control programme of BRAC
successfully achieved high rates
of case detection and treatment
with a cure rate of 85 per cent.

The research report said that
BRAC's TB programme relies
mainly on village women, who
are trained as common health
workers and are a part of the
organization's Rural Develop-

ment Programme.

So far more than 4500
health workers have been
trained to detect and treat tu-
berculosis and each woman is
assigned to cover about 200
households. The DOTS ap-
proach has been highly appre-
ciated by the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO) and was de-
clared to be a "breakthrough
strategy”. The National Tuber-
culosis amme of Bangla-
desh supports BRAC with
technical advice, supplies and
also monitors over the pro-
E::dmmc quality, the report



