Arafat urges world & regional leaders

JERUSALEM, Aug 5: Facing
a tough Israeli crackdown,
Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat has turned to regional
and world leaders to muster
support for resolving the latest
Mideast crisis, reports AP.

The crackdown, in response
to twin suicide bombings in
Jerusalem last week, amounts
to "collective Puntshmcm” and
is aimed at "humiliating the
Palestinian people.” Arafat said
Monday.

After the bombings, which
killed 15 people including the
two bombers, Israel imposed

ht travel restrictions on the

est Bank and Gaza and sus-
pended talks with the Pales-
tinians.

Twenty-nine Palestinians
were arrested Monday, raisin
the number detained by Israe
since the attack to 145, The
army said they were suspected
of "terrorist activity."

Israel also demolished four
Arab homes in east Jerusalem
that had been built without
permits.

Mahmoud Sabbah watched
while his unfinished home. in-
tended to house 25 relatives in
the Shuafat refugee camp in
east Jerusalem, was destroyed

[sraeli bulldozers.

Israel says the homes it de-
stroyed were built illegally, but
many Palestinians maintain
they were torn down for politi-
cal reasons.

“This is revenge,” Sabbah
said. Israel "decided to take re-
venge against Palestinians for
the crazy suicide bombers."

Arafat met with Jordan's

King Hussein and the Arab

e called an emergency ses-

sion in Cairo for Tuesday at the
request of the Palestinians.

The Palestinians also asked
the UN Security Council to in-
tervene. Meanwhile, the Euro-
pean Union's Mideast envoy
met separately with Arafat and
Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu.

Hussein later called Ne-

BIIE

tanyahu and offered to help
mediate with the Palestinians.
Netanyahu immediately

and invited Hussein to come to
Jerusalem on Wednesday morn-
ing, Netanyahu spokesman
Shai Bazak said.

In Amman, Hussein and
Arafat called world and re-
gional leaders in hopes of re-
solving the crisis, separately
telephoning US Secretary of
State Medeleine Albright,
Egyptian President Hosni
Mubarak and Netanyahu.

In the telephone conversa-
tions, the five leaders "stressed
the necessity to consolidate ef-

Palestinian Preside

. qﬁﬁﬁ'ﬂqﬂl it L: A ! /
nt Yasser Arafat (L) kisses King Hussein of Jordan on his forehead
Monday in Amman. Arafat went straight into talks with Hussein in a bid to breathe life

forts to resume the peace pro-
cess,” according to a statement
issued by Jordan's government.

US envoy Dennis Ross |s ex-
pected in the region Saturday
night on a mission to get the
two sides back to the negotiat-
ing table.

The mission likely will
the way for a trip ‘there by Al-
bright. her first in more than
six months on the job.

Albright is rep;ring a
speech outlining her o ives
at the National Press Club on

Wednesday. A senior US offi-
cial, spe
anonymity, said she would not

R

pave

on condition of

to help resolve ME crisis

announce a date for her trip but
would go to the area "soon.

Reuter adds: Palestinians

leaders on Monday called on
the United Nations Security
Council to protest Israeli ac-
tions on the West Bank and
Gaza, touched off of by a twin
suicide bombing last week.

Nassir Al-Kidwa, the Pales-
tinian observer at the United
Nations, sald he had asked
council President Sir John We-
ston of Britain for a statement
telling Israel to lift what ‘he
calle essive measures
against the Palestinians.

into the Palestinian-Israeli talks, which stumbled in the wake of a dual suicide bombing at
a Jerusalem market which killed 13 people.

167 children

Some 167 primary school ¢

AFP reports from Jakarta.

of a
esday,

The head of the health office in the Central Java town of
Banyumas, Mambodiyanto, said the students were recovering

but needed a few more days of rest, acco

to the Jakarta Post

daily. Witnesses said the children of the Pamijen Elementary

Sehool started vomiting
the Post reported.
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18 boat]:People held in Vietnam:

Hong Kong po

Police said they

frei
land, and had claime

land, sea and air

ce have arrested 18 suspected illegal immigrants
from Vietnam after a dragnet by
claims that hundreds had jumped off a ship in t
police said yesterday, Reuter repo
captured the 18 boat
Those detained told police they had

ter on Sunday night off Lantau, the territory's largest is-
that 600 illegal immigrants were on

rompted by
e territory,

rts from Hong Kong.

ple on Lantau Island.

n dropped off by a

board. However, a police spokeswoman said police had called
off the large-scale search late on Monday and were now probing
whether the detainees had hoaxed them.

2dieastmmh1tscarinltal e Two

people were killed and one was seriously injured
evening when a train hit their Carona’ level

Castrocielo, 70 kilometres
AFP reports from Rome.

onday
crossing at

(45 miles) south of Rome, police said,

First reports suggested that the barriers had been raised too

soon after an

express train bound for Rome had gone through.

Two cars had started crossing the lines as another train from
Cassino to Rome was approaching at full speed. The first car
managed to get across but the one behind was hit and pushed for

200 metres

T

AS

fore the train had time to brake.

eenager gets 14-yrs jail in S'pore:

pore court has sentenced a 16-year-old youth to 14 years

in jail and 24 strokes of the cane for trafficking in cannabis,
the Straits Times newspaper reported yesterday, Reuter says

from Singapore.
It sai

the court jailed a 37-year-old woman who is eight

months pregnant for 14 years on the same charges. The two

were accused of trafficking a total of some 920
cannabis mixture and the newspa

rammes of

said the youth, Alan Loo

Pei Xiang, was given another year for consuming ecstasy. It said
Loo planned to appeal against the sentences.

Glll‘lmen ]Iil]. 6 iIl Mexico: Four armed

men burst into an exclusive restaurant in this town on the US
border and sprayed six diners with more than 150 bullets, state
police said Monday, AFP reports from Ciudad Juarez,

Unconfirmed re

ports said among the victims of the attack

late Sunday were two informants for the US Drug Enforcement

Administration and a US citizen. The head

rison Fernando

guard at the local

Lague was listed among the six victims con-

rmed dead in the attack, police said.

China a}gn]?oints

Chinese Presi

11 new envoys:

Jiang Zemin has appointed 11 new

ambassadors for nations ranging from Singad:)are to the Sil-!l;
chelles, the official Xinhua news agency said yesterday,

reports from Beijing.

Of the 11, only one was female — Chen Baoliu, who was
appointed to Singapore from her previous post as Chinese

ambassador to Myanmar. The other 10 were Li

Dong to

Myanmar, Fu Xuezhang to Thailand, Yao Kangi to Turkey,

Zhang Hongxi to Tanzania, Chen Huailong
Guinea, Wang Xingshi to Sychelles, Li Guobang

to Equatorial
to Croatia, Wu

Junfeng to Slovenia, Wang Xinyuan to Samoa and Wen Xigul to

Bosnia-Herzegovina.

Sinn Fein leader has his rea

BELFAST, Northern Ireland,
Aug 5: When Gerry Adams talks
about taking the gun out of Irish
politics, he carries a daily re-
minder of its cost: an aching
neck and back from a would be
assassin's five bullets, reports
AP.

"l was within a millimetre of
being paralysed. I need to be ex-
tl‘l:megr vigilant,” the leader of
the IRA-allied Sinn Fein party
said Monday in a wide-rangin
interview in advance of new ef-
forts to court British enemies
and American friends.

Adams, 48, a reputed Irish
Republican Army commander
in the 1970s, hopes the new
open-ended IRA truce two
weeks ago gives him the chance
to achieve a peace settlement

opposite pro-British Protestant
politiclans — among them as-
sociates of the men who tried to
kill him in 1984,

‘I want to make peace with
the (Protestant) unionists. 1
want to make peace with the
British," he said in a derelict
former miil in west Belfast, a
main base for Sinn Fein.

'l don't want to be fighting,
arguing, crabbing with m
neighbours or with the people
who come from Britain. I want
us to shake hands and be
friends. And if we can't be
friends, I want us to at least
have a system which allows for
us to peacefully coexist to-
gether."

Those negotiations are to
start September 15 with most
Protestant representatives vow-
ing to shun Adams. But first on
Wednesday he meets Mo
Mowlam, the new British Cabi-
net minister responsible for
governing Northern Ireland.

Mowlam said she "might

— AFP/UNB photo

FBY | Did India p

italised in C Java:
dren have been hospitalised in
Central Java after a eating bean porridge, provided as
state food supplementary programme, a report said

Well known Sri Lankan ex-
patriate academic Ralph Buult-
jens said that the Indian gov-
ernment considered a plan to
invade Sri Lanka in 1989 but
dropped the idea after a series of
adroit diplomatic actions.

Prof. Buultjens, who lives in
Colombo and New York and is
familiar with the politics of the
subcontinent, claimed that
‘then ' Sri ' Lanikan High
missioner to India Stanley
Halpagr: was til!:lvlped off about the
plan by a highly placed Indian
politician.

Dr. Kalpage was then able to
alert Colombo and by a series of
adroit actions prevent it. "If
this is so, both India and Sri
Lanka owe him much for defus-
ing a situation that would have
been disaster for both,” Prof.
Buultjens said While reviewing
Dr. Kalpage's book, 'Mission to
India — from confrontation to
cooperation. His review has
been published in local news-

Com- =

iInternational

One more killed
in religious
violence in

Pak Punjab

LAHORE. Aug 5 Unidenti-
fied assailants gunned down a
Sunni Muslim activist in La-
hore in the latest wave of a reli-
Elnusty motivated killings in

akistan's eastern Punjab
province, reports AP.

Two gunmen on a motorcy-
cle, flanked by a car carryi
three other men, shot an
killed Wagar Ahmed, a senior
official at the Punjab Bank, as
he stepped outside the bank's
central Lahore branch, police
said.

Ahmed, an activist with the
extremist Sunni Muslim group,
Guardians of the Friends of Ll!n:):
Prophet, was the 10th person
killed Monday in the violence
}::etmn Sunni and Shi‘ite Mus-
ims.

Detention of Yadav

Thousands of RJD
supporters court

arrest in Bihar .

PATNA, Aug 5: Thousands of
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD)
su today courted arrest
in erent of the state on
the third day of the week-
“jail bharo" cam launch
to protest detention
of former chief minister, Laloo
Prasad Yadav, In connection
with the fodder scam. reports
PTI.
Officials reports reachin
the state headquarters here
thousands of people courted ar-
rest in response to the call
by the Rashtriya Janata Dal in

different parts of the state, in-
cluding Patna. Gaya. Je-
hanadad Ara., Sasaram,

Munger, Bhagalpur and Siwan.

The “jail bharo” campaign is
an extension of the t one
ntl:l:-mde Bandh called by the
ruling party in protest nst
Yadav's dctcnr tlugr LB

The state RJD t. Uda
Narayan Chaudhury claimed
that the campaign was "quite
successful” so far.

papers.
Dr. Kalpage served in New

Delhi as the High Commis-
sioner representing the gov-
ernment of President Ranas-
inghe Premadasa in 1989-91. a
period during which bilateral
relations reached its lowest ebb.
Premadasa earned the wrath of
New Delhi after he gave unilat-
eral quit notice to the Indian

‘Peace Kecgmg Foree (IPKFY sta-

tioned in the north and east.
Prof Buultjens mentioned
the Indian plans for "some kind
of Indian armed landing or at-
tack on Sri Lanka 1989"
and the role played by Dr.
Kalpage to prevent it. He said
these details have been left out
by Dr. Kalpage in his book.
"Perhaps diplomatic prudence
requires discretion.” he said.
"Dr. Kalpage also does not
say anything about a widely
spoken topic in Delhi at that
time — the very careful and
penetrating watch maintained

lan to invade La

Sugeeswara Senadhira writes from Colombo

on the Sri Lanka High Commis-
sion by Indian security,” Prof
Buultjens ted out. "Only ex-
emplary 1%!1 Commissioners
can escape the consequences of
surveillance. Dr. Kalpage
passed this test, but how many
others did?”

Dr. Kalpage's book mentions
his dealings with three Indian

Prime nisters — iv |
Gandhi, VP 1 and Chal '

Shekar. Dr. page finds Rajiy
Gandhi congenial, respects
Singh and has some distaste for
Chandra Shekar. "But this does
not colour his appreciation of
their actions and intentions.”
Prof Buultjens pointed out.

Prof Buultjens said the sur-
prising details and little known
developments mentioned in the
book are useful to understand
the Indian political leaders and
bureaucrats. One theme which
emerges from these is that In-
dian leaders are not very well
informed about Sri Lanka and
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UK suspends contact with Bosnian envoy

Karadzic's

BANJA LUKA, Bosnia-
Herzegovina, Aug 5:
Bosnian Serb president on
Monday accused Serb officials
allied with former leader
Radovan Karadzic of being be-
hind a spree of attacks against
international peackeepers. re-
ports AFP.

Biljana Plavsic said in an
interview with The Associated
Press that Bosnian Serb
chief, Dragan Kijac, and Mom-
cilo Krajisnik, the Serb mem-
Ecr of Bosnia's three-men col-

tive , Were respon-
sible for a low-level campaign
of bombings and other harass-
ment against international
troops and foreign officials that
left two ﬁﬂ}l!ﬂ-l:?yns injured.

"l can o say. Kijac is
behind tlﬂs.Eelgllavsic sajd,j "And
Krajisnik can stop and start
those actions. He should be
?ware that he is playing with
ire.”

The

Both Krajisnik and Kijac are
close allies of former Bosnian
Serb leader Karadzic, the war
crimes suspect who is believed

to be hiding in his mountain
stronghold of Pale, just east of
Sarajevo.

Karadzic still dominates the
Bosnian Serb blic, about
half of Bosnia. although he is
barred from formal er be-
cause he is wanted the UN

war crimes tribunal in The
. Netherlands.
lavsic, chosen Bosnian

Serb president in last -
ber's elections, has been locked
in a bitter clash with Karadzic
and his allies. She accuses them
of amassing enormous wealth
through ille trade and cor-
ruption while a majority of the
Bosnian Serbs are living in
poverty and hunger.

president was as na-
tionalistic as Karadzic during
the war, but held much less
power. However, she has re-
ceived Western support in the
clash with Karadzic, since she
scems more likely to cooperate

with the international com-
munity and with Muslims and
Croats in the other half of
Bosnia,

Plavsic is likely to meet with
US envoy Richard Holbrooke
on his special mission to

Cambodian soldiers
toss grenades

into nightclub,

22 wounded

PHNOM PENH. 5: Three
drunk Cambodian ers bent
on set a sonal score
tossed two grenades into a

ular Phnom Penh night-
du;:. at least 22 peo-
s o aeniy,

The Monday night attack
politically motivated,
but the result of a personal dis-
pute between the soldiers and

several men at the club, said a

military policeman who spoke
nncmdmnnufmmwl?o

The explosions tore
the Bophatip 2. a fnmmthiogmglz

ema converted into a
disco. The officer
further details.

Five die as
watertank
collapses

in India
NEW DELHI Aug 5: Five peo-

ple were killed
when a glant watertank col-

lapsed at an automobile plant

near the Indian capital, news-

papers said today, reports AFP.
The Times n?;ndla said two

others were feared tra -
der debris following thgﬁndny

afternoon tr
run by South
woo Motor Co, and its Indian
partner DCM.

at a factory

nka in '89?

depend heavily on their offi-
clials and the media for their
impressions.

"Another is the essential,
often defensive, patriotism of
these notables — a di
Foreign Minister Ranjm
Jeratne made when Prime Min-
ister Rajiv Gandhi sharply re-
buked him for ting certain

ndian Peace

actions to the
Prof Buultjens

Keep Force,”
pointed out. ‘

Among many other "truths”
is Dr. Kalpage's recognition of
the way in whicll‘_l Indian lrt:+

onalism affects forei icy
:gifnr people in the nnrlfxn LE: Sri
Lankan situation in peripheral,
for those in the south it is vital.
To the extent that south influ-
ences north, Sri Lanka rises
and falls on the barometer of
im . Prof Buultjens said
in his conclusions from Dr.
Kalpage's 'Mission to India.’

— India Abroad News Service
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men behind turmoil
' against peacekeepers: Plavsic

Bosnia later this week.
She said that her life is in

danger because of her clash
with Karadzic and his allies.
Her office in this western

Bosnian town is heavily
arded by a police squadron
al to her, ds with

machine guard out-

side her :

rr.ﬁ.lg:ugtve

two injured

ean firm Dae-

leader of the state,” Plavsic
said, exerting his power
through proxies such as Kra-
isnik, and the ru Serb

tic Party whose meet-
ing he chairs.

Meanwhile, Britain sus-
Ecnded contact with Bosnia's

d'Affaires on M to

e the country’'s leaders for

to agree provisions
of joint mmhoudkey

Carlos Wes ., the in-
ternational peace coordinator
in Bosnia, recommended the
step after the country’s Serb and
Muslim-Croat representatives
failed to agree on joint ambas-
sadors, citizenship {huelu a
common passport and open-
ing of airports by the August 1
deadline. -

“During my visit to Bosnia
and Herzegovina last week, |
warned Presidents Krajisnik,
Izetbegovic and Zubak of the
importance the international
comimu attaches to
the m::ut{ dendlim.'mhﬁm
minister Robin Cooke said in a
statement Monday.

peace accord

UNITED NATIONS, Aug 5: As

the Angolan peace n}:rm:en
nears collapse, the United Na-
tions accused former UNITA
rebels of having taken "no sig-
nificant steps” to comply wi
UN orders to honour the 1994
peace agreement, reports AP.

Last month, the Security
Council threatened to impose
economic sanctions

rebels' of (INFTA #f th:; d{%r%{

take specific ste]Js by Aug 15.
They include ful ang accurate
disclosure of UNITA's military
strength and the transforma-
tion of its radio station into a
‘non-partisan” broadcaster.

In a statement released here
an]d hb Nmmpccmm Monday, An-
gola, spe resentative
Alioune Blondin %{: said me-
diators from the United States,
Russia and Portugal, who over-
see the peace process, had con-
cluded "that UNITA has not
made any significant steps” to
implement council orders.

UN blasts Angolan rebels as

nears collapse

“They consider that it is im-
perative that UNITA provide
credible information on the
true state of all its armed ele-
ments,"” said.

He said the mediators
"strongly urge UNITA to act
with transparency and take the
necessary s as demanded
the Sgepuritnggumu." ' K

oo 1t will not be acceptable: iff
Ly *'tﬁ‘ information requested by
the council is made available
;ljjl"l:j before August 15." he

Tcﬁniunn began increasing
in ola after Laurent Kabila
sei power in neighbouring

Congo, formerly known as
Zaire. Clashes broke out be-
tween government troops and
UNITA in the diamond-rich

nnlkh.
1991 peace ment
aved the way for elections the

74 massacred in
Algerian violence

ALGIERS, Aug 5: A total of 74
Algerian villagers were killed
in a new series of massacres in
the Blida and Ain-Defla regions
on Sunday and overnight, re-
ports AFP,

Local residents of the Blida
region, 50 kilometres (30 miles)
south of Algiers, said that 26
villagers at ussa, near Bl-
ida, had been massacred by
1tla:;:n.iﬂe or gunfire overnight Sun-

ay.

The village was overrun by a
group of suspected Islamic mili-
tants, the inhabitants said.

The victims included eight
children and seven women
whose bodies were burnt by
their killers, according to local
reports.

Three young women were
kidnapped.

In the same region, eight
assengers of a coach were
illed Sunday at Hammam-

Melouane when their vehicle
was machine-gunned at a road-
block set up by an armed Is-
lamic group.

In the Ain-Defla region 120
kilometres southeast of Algiers,
40 ple including women and
children were killed overnight
Sunday at the villages of Mea-
zoura et Oued-el-Had, local
sources said.

The current spate of blood-
shed appears to be the worst

since 1992,

Fi
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US actress llﬁ

oberts (L) laughs as actor Mel Gibso
premiere of their new film "Conspiracy Theory"
Roberts and Gibson star in the romantic-

government conspiracy that is proven to be true.

&

fo

— AFP/UNB photo

r photographers at the
Monday in Los Angeles, California.
thriller about a cab driver's theory about a

-

WASHINGTON, 5: A new,
non-invasive test for heart dis-
ease that uses ultrasonic mi-
crobubbles to monitor cardiac
blood flow has been effective in
its first clinical trial on hu-
mans, researchers reported on
Monday, reports Reuter.

The test involves the injec-
tion of tiny bubbles made up of
insoluble, high molecular
weight gases into a vein, re-
searchers from the University
of Virginia wrote in the current
edition of the journal circula-
tion,

The bubbles flow with the
blood into the heart, and give
off a signal that can indicate
how fast the blood is flowing,
the scientists said in a state-
ment. .

"If there is no flow, then we
know there is blockage in the
coron artery,” said Dr. San-
ib Kaul,
study. "Most people who die
from hear attacks have clogged
arteries.”

Current tests to monitor
blood flow cost between 1,000
dollar and 2,000 dollar and

on-invasive test for
heart disease proved
to be effective

lead author of the®

ollowing . But UNITA re-
jected its defeat at the ballot box
and returned to the bush.
e —

take at least one day to com-
plete. the scientists said, the

new test, known as M
Contrast Echocard phy or
MCE. costs about dollar to
400 dollar and takes only 15 to
Kaul said one possi appli-
cation for MCE would be in
rooms, where some 5

million le ann come
in com of chest pains.
El y is effec-
tive in only about
one-third of those patients hav-

ing heart attacks, he said. The
other two-thirds are often ad-
mitted for further tests, a pro-
cess that he said costs US
health care systems 10 billion
dollar a year.

“Havl:’r;f an accurate diag-
Elnatic for heart attacks in
€ emergency room could save
millions of dollars in deter-
mining which patients have
no : blogd flow to the heart
muscle and more :
help doctors pmwm
treatment to patients with acute
heart attacks,” Kaul said.

manage” a public handshake
with Adams, something her
redecessor, Sir Patrick May-
ew, avoided for nine months
until coming under US pres-
sure,

"l don't plan to be rude. I plan
to be as straightforward with
Adams as | am with everybody
else,” she said.

Adams then tours the east-
ern United States in early
September to build funds and
international leverage against
Protestant leaders, most of
whom see the negotiations as
stacked against them.

They want Northern Ireland
to remain united with Britain,
while Adams says the link must
be broken. They demand that
the IRA start handing over
weapons., something Adams
said was designed to "publicly
shame” the ;

President Clinton broke
with longstanding US policy by
gran Adams a visa in Jan-
uary 1994, eight months before
the IRA called an o -ended
cease-fire that collapsed in
Febru 1996. Seven more
trips have followed, making

ams the best-known Irish-
man in America.

"What I love about the USA is
that it is a very open society.
The Irish are ere. Be-
cause | have a profile of sorts,
the Irish come to me every-
where we are. 2

But he can't lln:lmucn up with
too many microphones around.

“The global village means
that my words are measured. If
say something in New York or
\" , it'll be on the 6 o'-
clock news here in Belfast.”

Since Clinton lifted a fund-
raising ban in 1995, Sinn Fein

has raised more than 2 million
dollars, much of it for its Wash-
ington office and international
work from its Dublin head-
quarters.

Though Sinn Fein's superior
organisation and funding s ob-
vious in Northern Ireland —
where the party has boosted its
base of support from 10 per cent
to more than 16 cent in re-
cent elections — Adams denies
its advanced economic fortunes
are the key. "It's human re-
sources. Our people don't take
::]Ia‘*ﬂﬂ and are really commit-

But he is making money on
his autobiography. "Before the
E:ntrn u\:hl;j:h remains an Irish

st-seller despite having a bi
vague hole whlér: his ;gpurmg
I st should go.

e Ulster Defense Associa--
tion, the main pro-British
paramilitary group, clearly saw

sons for seeking peace settlement

Adams as a dangerous oppo-
nent. A UDA team tried to E?ll
Adams as he left downtown
Belfast in 1984, riddling his car
with 18 bullets.

Adams said one bullet went
through the back of his neck,
four others in his left shoulder,
arm and back.

"When I looked at the photo-
graph of the car it totally
amazed me," he said, poking the
air to indicate a cluster of bullet
holes. "1 was just lucky. And yes
it is still sore ... | can also tell
when it's going to be frosty!”

The pro-British paramili-
tary camp is officially sticking
to an October 1994 cease-fire,

allowing its representatives to
be invo in the negotiations.
But they have repeatedly vio-

lated the truce, and dissidents
are vowing to maintain attacks
on Catholics.

Affairs

country
tributed by the United Nations
rather than Iraq.

Iraq’s oil-for-food plan

Kurds

UNITED NATIONS, :
Kurdish leader complained on
Monday that Kurds were not re-
ceiving the humanitarian sup-
plies provided under an Iragqi
oil-for-food plan, UN officials
and diplomats said, reports
Reuter.

Jalal Talabani, Secretary-
General of the Patriotic Union
of Kurdistan (PUK). saw Secu-
rity Council envoys. UN offi-
cials in the De ment of Hu-
manitarian airs. which su-
pervises the plan. and Under-
secretary-General Kieran Pren-
dergast, head of the Political
Department.

Under the oil-for-food -

amme, funds are umuri’:i
or the Kurdish north of the
and are to be dis-

The plan allows Iraq to sell

not receiving
Aug 5: A

aid
to 2 billion dollars worth of

u
uE six months to provided
goods its people, suffering

under stringent UN sanctions

im seven years ago when
Baghdad's troops invaded
Kuwait.

One diplomat said Talabani
"complained that Kurds were
not getting what they were
meant to get in the north under
the terms of the plan.”

In addition, UN officials
said, he discussed recent nego-
tiations a rival Kurdish
groups and the state of human
rights in the north.

Iraq last ember helped
the Kurdistan tic Party
(KDP). led Massoud Barzani,
oust the PUK from the city of
Arbil. The move prompted the
United States to fire missiles
against iraqi air defences in the
south



