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Not a Copy-book Crime

In Siddhirganj on Sunday an armed grﬂu;[:: of
young men broke into a house and gang-raped four
sisters. They had before their all-nlgl?t orgy bun-

dled up the only man in the house — the brother-in-
law of the siblings, at gun point. The same day at
Malibagh ten young men trapped two sisters and
raped the younger of them who is a quality inspec-
tor at a garments factory in the area. In Khulna,
the previous daly. a mother was raped by a group as
a punishment for going to police over the rape they
had earlier committed on her daughter.

Raping is older than civilisation. And collective
raping was as usual a part of war spoils as any
ntgtr during the medieval times. And this me-
dievalism has spilled into the modern times in
manifestations of unsurpassed horror — durin
the two World Wars, the genocide in Banglades
and the Bosnian holocaust. But rampant gang-rap-

at peace time with all trappings of civilisation
intact is something that has hardly happened
| anywhere else in human history.

Culture is man's first and best attribute. Perhaps
that's why there is no end to attempts at defining it
as much as abusing it. The latest use it has been put
to has been particularly apt-default culture, which
points to a new development in Bangladesh's anar-
chic finance management. Unnoticed by all a far
worse development has occurred on the social
plane. This new-emerging crime is no more a mat-
ter of individual behavioral aberration uccurnng
| sporadically. We as a society are already pervade
by, we are constrained to say, a rape culture. Ours
must be a very hopelessly diseased society to willy-

nil:ll){_l}et this happen.
s crime in which the males liquidate in a
frenzy, all pretensions to manly values of self-re-
spect, honour and a chivalric jealous guardianship
ol a woman's izzat, is not of the class of larceny or
even murder. And this is decidedly not wholly re-
l mediable by police action and court punishment.

In a social milieu where school enrollment is
growing radically and urbanisation is galloping
ahead, both public and %ersnnal hygiene are mak-
ing substantial ground, how can this abomination
stay and even proliferate. The best protection
against this should have been social action. Unfor-
tunately, political harbouring of all kinds of crim-
inals including the rapist has made a mincemeat
of that pursuit of collective virtue which gives
birth to social action. |

The raping gangs have, all of them, &:lns. People
dare not challenge them because of that. So, the
%l;ublem Is not such as can be simply wished away.

e best of minds in the land as w&l}; as the best of
| wills must join together to banish first

ing and then repression of women of afl :
This should have a high priority with both the gov-
| ernment and society.

Exorcise Them Now
Five hundred unregistered ayahs whose .lone
source of- mﬂﬂwgmqut Dhaka' Medfcal college
3 from the

-rap-
nas

Hal," fs-
, has’'brought the re}gn of chaos and corrup-
tion at this old medical facility of the city under
focus afresh.

As the report carried in yesterday's Daily Star
informs, these women who for all practical pur-
poses are a source of Ereat nuisance and costly as-
sistance that is fraught with the latent danger of
all untrained hands, have no chance of being
drafted as hospital staffers. Yet they routinely
swarm at a few particular points of the DMCH in
search of 'victims'. This has to be ended. If there is
not any room for new appointments, people have
no business to vitiate the atmosphere by ging

around like bats.

. there reigns at the DMCH a culture of
an utterly corrupt symbiotic relationship. Not
ust DMCH or IPGMR, all the state run hospitals

ve long turned into dens of corruption. From
smuggling out of essentials like provisions and
| medicine to selling of beds through underhand
dealings, there is hardly any form of putrefaction
these medical facilities have not been tainted with.

The guvemment can no longer stick to a see-no-
evil and hear-no-evil sort of attitude. One wishes
| its recent mission zeal in naming hospitals
amun%nther public places were shown in their re-
formation so that a semblance of justice to the
| word service was made in the fleld of our health

care. The racket of various pressure groups enjoy-
arties and %gures w

blessm%s of political ch
| holds vice-like grip on the administration has to

be broken beyond repair.
We suggest that Ministry of Health form a com-

mittee immediately with the state Minster as its
I head to probe into the heart of darkness of all the
government hospitals and file a report in two
months' time.

The government cannot afford to make light of
the fact that all these hospitals were made on tax-
paysrs’ money and unless they can live up to peo-
Ple's expectations there is no reason why they
showd exist merely as edifices of corruption. And
| mind you, it has been good many years that the
state-run hospitals have ceased to give any service,
let alone a proper one, to people.

| Hope Against Hope
Not only the world of poetry, some times life on
this mu‘l-'ﬂane earth also rg;yrides its share of im-
probable tales of unshaka%le faith. Bi{ﬁmaﬁar, an
| unheard of village of Sunamganj district has re-
cently caught the public imagination for one such
act around a dead man. Mukund Kar, re rtedly
died of snake bite at the fag end of the las month.
Instead of cremating him according to standard
Hindu funeral practice, the man after six days, was
sent on a wobbly journey by raft to a place from
where no one returns. The reason late Mukund had
a watery funeral was the firm faith of his relatives
rtl;:‘t:hngc d:s : th?l ﬂcitsam mortal remalhgs *ﬁ'uuld
master healer or sarparaj o who
virtue of his cal skills, wﬂ’?pulf uf; a LazarE)sr
act, and there will be Mukund, up and kicking on

L his fm&%ﬂn.

No wﬂl be in his mind to share the faith of
late Mukund's relatives. But the incident goes to
| show how entrenched in the syche still is the leg-

end of Behula the lady who wﬂh her dead huabang-
wrath —owent L e a8 an enactment of divine
— e om of Yama or the of

death on a raft to win back life for Lokhinder. Leg-
end says not which waterway Behula took to 1'&&(5’]
the land of death to revive her dead husband. But
the distilled essence of faith remains in the mind.

that will remain until reason com letely

drives imagination out from the human aculty.
Lldveon dearfajth,

—

|

and stern actions against
defaulters are not only being
contemplated, the due process
of law seems to be getting
Increasingly active these days.
Terming default culture as a
"social disease”, the Finance
Minister said, “"the present
government is determined to
change the culture in order to
bring back sanctity in the
financial sector”. All this is
well and good.

But, what about loans?
The defaulters should be pun-
ished, no doubt. At the same
time, cfm borrowers may be
rewarded by meeting all their
credit requirements. If the
economy must grow, the credit
economy must expand at the
corresponding rate. There must
be new loans in increasing vol-
ume,

The concern of the govern-
ment need to be well distributed
between good and bad borrow-
ers. We will not automatically
move towards a-better culture
by taking action against de-
faulters. At present, the aiien-
tion of the government is pri-
marily focused on the tail-side
of the coin. The head-side con-
sisting of acy of credit de-
serves equal. if not greater, em-
phasis for an improved culture
of credit.

The economy is now defi-
nitely suffering from intensify-
ing credit squeeze, while the Fi-
nance Minister rightly stated
that it was not possible to keep
pace with demand for funding if
the recovery rate of bank loans
were very poor. The first issuc
therefore is to augment capaci
of banks to ensure adequacy o
credit for all. Recovery of pri-

OVERNMENT is taking
steps to recover bad loans

America is Not a Good Place

Dr. Fakhruddin Ahmed writes from Princeton

a NDREW Cunanan, L_ht
mﬁmm designer
Gianni Versace (the last name is
ronounced "Versachi”) was
ound shot to death aboard a
Miami Beach houseboat. He
apparently committed suicide.
Police said that the gun found
with Cunanan, also suspected
in four other murders, was the
same used on Versace., The
houseboat was located only 3
miles from Versace's villa,
where he was murdered only a
few days ago.

Over ninety-five cent of
fugitives on America's most
wanted list are caught. Cu-
nanan did not have a chance.
Sensing that the net was clos-

m;- in-on him. he took his own, .
e, ifbe waa caught and iried,
patients or their atten- | fate

he would have met the
at the hands of the judicial sys-
tem.
At the end of the chase,
America usually gets its man,
or woman. Remember Patty
Hearst, the heiress to the Ran-
dolph Heart publishing empire?
She was kidnapped by the so-
called Simbonese Liberation
Army, from her bedroom in
Berkgg . California, in Fthrtlf];
; 4. She subsequen
jaigwd her captors, took the
nom de guerre of Tanga. and
robbed a few banks. She and
her new comrades succumbed to
the relentless pursuit of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI) agents within ten months.
Charles Mason, the notori-
ous murderer of actress Sharon
Tate in 1969, and over
others, was also similarly
nabbed. Then there was Ted
Bundy, the serial killer, who
terrorised the nation, coast-to-
coast in the 1980s. He too was
a and made to sit on
he electric chair. (A radio sta-
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facilities at RU

Sir, It is a fact that 'dish an-

tenna’ is the most popular and
one of the best medium of
communication and entertain-
ment in the modern world. For
the all-round knowledge, me-
dia, communication and enter-
tainment of the students, the
authority has given satellite
connections in the residential
halls of the highest institutions
in the country, There are many
channels like ATN, Star Sports,
Star Movies, ESPN, Sony, Dis-
co . Zee, V, Zee Cinema,
Movie Club etc.

In the other universities,
even in the medical colleges,

there are connection of all these

channels. But in spite of being
the second biggest university of
the cuuntr}v}v — Rajshahi Uni-
versity — there are no connec-
tions of any such channels.

As a result, the students of
RU are deprived of the pro-
grammes of all of these chan-
nels. It is a discriminato
treatment at RU, isn't it? We
know that even ATN televises
many important and enjoyable
Bengali programmes. So, [n or-
der to eliminate the discrimina-
tion and to extend the scope of
watching the satellite pro-
grammes at RU, we humbly re-
quest the authority to take im-
mediate step for giving connec-
tions of those channels at the
RU residential halls.

And by doing so, the author-
It; would be doing favour to
22,000 students of RU.

.E‘i‘( Azad -
shahi Univers
Rajshahi W

Law and order

Sir, The government is
aware of it, but is not drawing
attention to the alarming law
and order situation prevalling
in the cuunl#:, getting worse
day by day. The situation may
soon go out of control of the po-

- lice,

’ Berkeley Lﬁmh SSOT,

_he l_q_clnaalﬂed as a white]

The defaulters should be punished, no doubt. At the same time,
all their credit requirements. If the economy must grow, the credit economy
___rate. There must be new loans in

What about Good Loans?

vate seclor over-Jdue loans is
only one oul of several policy
measures in this respect.
Government itself through
its public sector ent ses ac-
count for a substantial part of
the total bad debt. The recowv
process cannot be one side
only. In addition. government
directly, apart from public sec-
tor organisations, was respon-
sible ior heavy public borrow-
lnﬁ This led to the present liq-
uidity crisis and it is not en-
tirely due to defaulters belong-
ing to the private sector.
Simultaneous actions are
called for on at least two fronts:
financial sector reform is a
must; at the same time, easy ac-
cess to credit should facilitate
desired growth of the economy.
Both reform. and growth are
and the policies need
not be contiadicwory — if
growth comes first remains the
underlying principle at all
times. Please note that | am not
trying to plead for a compro-

SHEG1a B B MSAH'SS

that there is no alarm in the
market. Today. bankers give
the impression of being over-
cautious since the Central con-
trolling authority switched on
to the panic button.

Basically, the capacity of the
banking system needs to be
augmented to provide for lon
term industrial credits as we
as equity financing. Given this
overwhelming priority, recov-
ery of bad debt as the all-em-
bracing concern of the Central
bank is likely to be misunder-

st by the businessmen. It
has k“m wrong signals to the
market. Capacily a ta-
tion of the ﬂn[;ndfl whu
several dimensions. ting of
industrial bonds is one out of
several such financial instru-
ments. For example, multilat-
eral as well as bilateral financ-
ing Institutions should be im-
mediately approached to con-
tribute to industrial funds of
two types: i) large-scale and
small and medium enterprises;
and 1i) equity participation
fund. The bankers cannot ex-

area,
Dhaka Central Jail and several
other locations includ low
lands, are available where
housing or f; Or COIIMer-
cial development are feasible.
Given the price of land, this
would also be an attractive
source of fund to a t trea-
sury capacity in support of in-
vestment and growth of the
economy.

Institutional investors from

abroad may be especially in-

vited to set up their own in-
vestment b

business in

e

Window on Asia

pect more than 20 to 30 per cent
as the level of equity funding by
potential investors and the ex-
pectation of 50 per cent equity
is likely to remain a distant

. In order to ensure prof-
itability of new industrial en-
terprises, it is essential to en-
hance the level of equity
through institutional partici-
pation.

Real estate development by
for investors is another op-
tion which has hardly been ex-
plored so far. Price of land
within Dhaka Metropolitan
area have now gone up to Taka
30 to 40 million acre. Gov-
ernment-owned lands, for ex-
ample, part of the Old Airport

Bangladesh. The proposed Ko-
rean and Japanese Export Pro-

Zones should lead to the
beginning of the operation of
count financing institu-
tions of these countries. The
huge expected investment in
the energy sector of Bangladesh
would also call for vigorous ex-

mmn of investment banking

It should be noted that there
is no dearth of Invntmt
funds in the world today. t
we are short of is stable -
tion in terms of adequate re-
turns from funds invested. Ex-
change rate stability is the key
to this tion. In the capi-

tal-rich country of United

LETTER FROM AMERICA

tion in the city where Bundy
was electrocuted, uested cit-
izens to switch off their lights
and other household equip-
ment during the execution. in
order to provide more electrical
“juice” for his executiont)

Who can forget Theodore
Kazinsky, the Unabomber (“Un"”
for University, "A" for air-
lines). He was so named because
over a period of eighteen years,
starting in 1978, he sent malil
bombs to university professors
and Airline executives. As it
turned out, Kazinsky was a
‘failed
to make the grade. He became
an anti-technology crusader
and relished killing or maim-
ing science professors. Al-
though he literally took to the
hills, the law enforcement
agencies found him!

Serial killers have been a
part of the American landscape
since the nation's founding.
General Custer massacred hun-
2ﬂre;ln ll'.;fe native Americans,

to be cut to them
eventually. Mmmsy hun-
dred years before the O.J. Simp-
son case, another murder case
had gri the nation's atten-
tion. It involved Borden.

She apparently

plckupmmmdhludgumh&
victims to death. Her paren

were among her victims. (Like
O.J. Simpson, Lizzy Borden was
never convicted).
All of the serial killers
above are Caucasians.
(Although Andrew Cunanan's

father is from the Philippines,
That

fact is not lost on Amecrica's
whites. There is some convo-
luted ethnic pride here. The
conventional wisdom is that
serial killing requires a good
criminal brain, and that the
white criminals have more of it
than black criminals. Simply
put: white trash is smariter

than black trash!
Most African-Americans

have some white blood in them
— the slave women were raped
the crew as soon as they were
aboard the slave ships, and
once on plantatiens, by their
mjasters,, There is &oﬁm in
certaln guariers
good qualities in blacks to their
good” non-black genes. What
with a wealth of books and
studies — "The Bell Curve”
comes to mind immediately —
hinting that the blacks are
stupid, prone to crime and
downright dysfunctional, the
black gene has taken a beating.

Some whites have tried to
take advantage of the black
at:rmtypiﬁ In 1989, a white
man told Boston police that a
Flack manhhadh shot him in \:'lljfc
oot, and shot his pregnant wife
dead. The nation \Eau outraged.
the Boston police rounded up all
black suspects. Unable to stand
the sham anymore, the man's
brother told the police the ac-
tual story — the man had shot
himself in the foot and his wife
dead! Before the police could
catch him, the man committed
suicide b himself in
the Charles river,

Three years ago, a white
South Carolina woman told po-

The police is being fired
upon by the miscreants, goon-
das, mastaans, or the crime
gangs operating all over the
country, when the police go af-
ter ll]:n arrest them. [t mho!d 5
such groups are get er
and bolder and upu?ll;'g defying
the authority. A day might
come when they 11 turn
against their own leaders, due
to internal dissension, in other
sectors. The style will spread in
the society, and one day nobody
will be safe.

Here are some examples of
what's hap ng:

a) ar train, launch, and
bus hol -crhyarmedg S.
There are daily reports in the

press. It has become unsafe to
travel, especially at night. The
authorities are quiet about new
and better measures to instill

CORfItf dhile BuLYG BiRG: .
tionists and armed groups in
full view of the public. uﬂ; and

are in danger in case
of refusal. The deterrent pun-
ishments are not being well ad-
vertised.

c) Dacoities in broad day-
light in residential areas in
Dhaka and other cities. Re-
cently, there was an armed rob-
bery on the second floor in the
Azimpur Estate during daytime.
The armed gang cannot be cap-
tured by even 100 unarmed res-
idents. Where is security at
home and out in the street?

. Where to take shelter? The gov-

ernment must answer this
uimcl:lc uestion.

) Obstruction, use of vio-
lence and threat to life when
dmpﬁtng tenders at offices. Why
it is appeninﬁlagajn and again
in so many oflices, and cannot
be stopped? The authority is
silent on preventive measures.
How many have been arrested
and prosecuted? No figures are
issued for public information.

There are other examples
known to all. The indifference
of the law and order agencies is
astonishing. The outmoded po-
lice force is utterly inadequate
to contain the modern Fmgs.
How tens of thousands of illegal

arms are being confiscated?

The regime has to announce
stringent measures to maintain
its favourable image.

Abul M Ahmed
Dhaka

Phantom phone

Sir, The trouble with m
home phone has gone out o
proportion for the last six
months, probably for hybridis-
ing two alien technology (analo
and digital) under single roof o
Dhaka's Sher-e-Bangla Nagar
Exchange.

The persistent troubles are:
While talking. the line fre-
ﬂu:ntiy snaps on its own; sud-

enly the phone remains dead
for several days; you can hardly
connect to any number s
with 9, 4 or 5; an outside
from numbers starting with 9
and 5 hardly gets through; you
need a heaven-sent luck to get
an outgoing dial tone; if the
tone at all comes, the call in-
variably goes astray.

The worst part of the current
suffering is: in last three
months the line gone mute for
several days on three occasions
and the T&T people. on my per-
sistent request, partially re-
stored the line, leaving the out-
going tone inoperative till today.

To restore the outgoing dial

KfuasPAYE THURRY S5RYEMSR

every day, but to no remedy. On
every occasion, the T&T people
advised me to convert the line
into a digital one by paying ad-
ditional amount or to live with
the current hazards, which they
said are insurmountable.

Meanwhile, | have failed to
meet two foreign reporting
deadlines through e-mail for
want of dial tone.

The misery multiplied when
to my utter surprise | received a
phone bill of Tk 1775.60 show-

ing 820 calls in the month of
June ‘97,

Shamsul Huda
TP No. 324519
8/ 13 Block-C
Lalmatia, Dhaka

-Aatiribyte_

. with her two boys stra

h

lice that a black man had
llnéapcd her at a traffic light,
and kidnap her two chil-
dren. This time, the police were
not so er to believe her. As
the world now knows, Susan
Smith drove her car into a lake
to
their seats with seat . in it
That is why some blacks
want to de-emphasise their

blackness. Golf phenom
Woods for instance calls him-
self "Cablinasian”; -Iludug to
the fact that he Is part Cau-
cas{an, part African American,
ative American, part

P
Aﬂ,& an. Other blacks,

such as heavyweight boxing leg-
end Joe Louis, who irnnicnlfry

'oodbanm'smayb;mwmﬂedbymeeﬁng
must expand at the corresponding

. . [
present area occupied by DUNEs, one dollar In Nixed de-

posit would earn less than five
cents per annum. In other in-
vestment ventures with mini-
mum risks. are likely
to be fairly low. U such cir-
cumstances, if American in-
vestors are assured of a 15-per
cent stable return as well as the
assurance that such funds can
be transferred back into dollars
— then the job of investment
seeking is done.
However the task is not as
simple as it looks. Within the
last one year, Taka has been de-
valued by as much as 10 per
cent. However, the more fpor-
tant factor is domestic invest-
ment. If it is shy, we cannot ex-
pect foreign investors to cross
the immigration counters of
Zia International Airport. For
this purpose, there is no doubt
that the capacity of the domes-
tic system should be
enhanced and the huge out-
standing arrears will not en-
able the banks to fulfill the de-
sired tions. An impor-
tant option in this respect
would b;n : te the -
rowi public enterprises
and m will call for large-scale
privatisation of loss making
industries. Out right sale in-
stead of deferred ts may
be to -
erate cash resources as 35
Efnlhle and as soon as possi-
e

The issue of adequacy of
good loans and privatisation
are very much inter-linked. In
addition to the sale of loss-
making entities, the govern-

was of a much lighter hué than
Woods, embraced their black-
ness completely.

Wh:;: l'.fhl.'.' mixed bln::km an-
cestry of a famous person
is brought to light, is it to im-
ply. not very subtly, that "good"
non-black genes account for
that persons achievemnent, and
"bad” black genes do not? Do
historians write almost obses-
sively about Frederick Douglas'
white father to indicate the
abolitionist's .llchlmmentl _—
rising from slavery to become
United Stat mnrnhg and
minister to %m*’ tgaching
himself five SLintine
process — may have
result of a ll.lpg‘ﬁ)l' intelligence

|
|
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critical funds to rehabilitate
the sector and create
new funds lor long-term indus-
trin]hlnvﬂm:nt as well the
much-needed ty participa-
tion fund. . privatisa-
tion will itself generate new
domestic investment without
the intervention of the banking
system. Lastly, if above three
conditions are fulfilled, direct
foreign investment in large
volumes cannot remain far be-

for Fugitives

passed down the
pasec through genes
Media pundits could not tell
the viewers enough about
Woods' mixed ancestry after
won the Masters. His achieve-

ment was not black, viewers
were told repeatedly, but black

and Asian. That's all well and

Now wouldn't it be fair if
those same folks, whenever
crime statistics are mentioned,
were as fastidious about detail-
ing the racial ancestry of that
tiny minority of blacks in-
volved in crime? Down the
line, O.J. Simpson must have
had some whites in his ances-
It will be a good
hold one's breath waiting to
hear about it! -

Dr. Fakhr Ahmed is g

3

s, (n: the 2 RAddes - Bcholar

Bangladesh, who cuwrren
lives In Princeton, USA.

The VAT Syndrome

People have shown mixed reac-

tions to the budget placed for
the year 1997-98. Even some of
the chambers have criticized it.
It is difficult to comment on all
the as s for the lack of s

and also of knowledge. Let's
look at only one aspect — VAT
(value tax).

VAT for the first time was
introduced by the formmer BNP
government which then was
considered anti-people since it
affected the rest of the poor
on the one hand while the de-
sired revenue could also not be
mobilised. It was later th-ought
that the next government might
do away with this. The reason
was somewhat understandable
since that was the time (last
budget) when the government
was newly-ins-talled and they
had rather very little time at
their disposal. So they, presum-
ably, just signed what was done
by their pre-decessors with
some cuts here and some addi-
tion there. But in principle that
was the BNP bu ﬁt with the
Awami League tag. In that situa-
tion, there was little to :

But it came as a bolt the
blue when the current budget
(1997-1998) not only retained
VAT, but it was extended to
cover more items and thereby
designed a frame to break the
backbone of the poor con-
sumers. The persons involved
in production, distribution and
marke can very easily shift
the burden on the weak shoul-
ders of the consumers who are

enerally the poor. And in
adesh, the poor are the

most neglected, ignored and
even their grievances are not
heard, not to s of their so-
lutions. Therefore, the exten-
sion of VAT and its operation

WekH 1¢ poor like a cat

It's not only going to affect
the poor financially but also
corrupt the society because of
the inherent societal and per-
sonal weaknesses and flaws in
the VAT collection system. The
goods and services are nor-
mally supposed to be transacted
against cash memos/proper re-
ceipt etc. In government offices
and big business units this is
more or less done. But then in
such cases too, as learnt infor-
mally, underhand dealings are
done. For the moment, if we
forget, and keep it outside the
discussion and concentrate on
small and medium business
houses, whose number individ-
ually and collectively is large,
then we would see that by and
large, transactions here are not
done against cash
memos/receipts. They gener-
ally try to avoid this. And those
who ask for it are either
ridiculed, laughed at or are
given the business cards which
carries little or no meaning for
accounting purpose. In absence
of this, the designated tax offi-
cials behave like toll collectors

Abu Imran

and (as learnt) put arbitrary
figures as VAT dues, which at
least one would opine that if he

ﬁ'ﬁh‘zﬁhm* t'!’n’fﬂﬁ':“ﬁﬁ

he prefers the underhand busi-
ness to the mutual advan of
both the tax official and him-
self.

For instance, if the toll col-
lector (tax official)l demands
Taka 5000 as the VAT amount
over the day's or week's sales
arbitrarily, saying that the
shopkeeper might have sold an
amount of goods etc., corre-
sponding to VAT demanded,
neither the shopkeeper can

it ., nor can the col-
]ectnrcancl

m his demand as
100 per cent right since there is
no document Ilike cash
memo/receipt to prove its accu-
racy. So, the shopkeeper or his
agent would agree to an under-
hand dealing at, say, Tk 200-
500 as VAT and, say, Tk 100-
200 as non-receipt fee (bribe) for
the tax collector. Such an
amount would a not un-
comfortable to the shopkeeper
while a 100-taka (per sho ﬁif
invisible income to the official

would be temp to ignore his
demand of Tk for the state
treasury, since in the latter case

none of them (either the shop-
keeper or the VAT collector)
gained, and hence the consider-
ation for underhand dealing.
But this defeats the state expec-
tation of desired income gener-
ation from the local sources
even ignoring the inconve-
nience of the poor who consti-
tute more than 50 cent of the
total population. Thus in such
exercise, the state gains little,
the poor lose and more loss oc-

YU VAT is desired to be re-
tained and people put into in-
convenience, then, let the VAT
network be strengthened in
such a way that the inconve-
nience of the common people is
transformed to generate the de-
sired revenue to help boost the
economy. For example, if on the
average a common man Tk
100 as VAT. then the i tion
being 12 crore plus, it's su
to generate 1200 crore as
revenue which is by no means a
paltry contribution. But this
amount has to be gener-
ated/realised to achieve the
end-result. And this can be done
by re-structuring the VAT col-
lection system. Perhaps the fol-
Eﬂiﬂng measures may be help-

(a) All the shopkeeper/ busi-
ness houses whose trans-
action involve Tk and
above should be obligated to is-
sue cash memos/receipt for
transaction done. Others sho-
uld be encouraged to keep a
record of daily sales for m
odic inspection. Violators 5
Iid be punished.

(b) Among the available tax

youths would be

of the increased collection, it's
mg allowances could also be

iI'l‘m: above tions
be too ambitious but are 'l:':rt“hy

trying. However, in case it's
consi unfit, then my sim-
ple tion would be to do

ple are
saved from its molt:r
price for goods M
generated can also be elimi-

nated. Perhaps there is not a
third option.

officials those relatively more
honest and efficient should be
deputed for collecting VAT,
They may be given incentive in
the forrn of payment of a cer-
tain percentage of VAT col-
lected. [n their cases also, viola-
linn!irre&ulaﬂﬂr should be
made hable,

(c) To start with, VAT up to
thana level should be intro-
duced so that the existing facili-
ties for tax collection could be

aeared up to achieve the objec-
ve

(d) Each VAT collector
should be as in an area
consisting of a reasonable
number of shops/establishme-
nts he could cover. Let us sa
each person is assigned 1
shops at thana level 50 or
less in busy towns and cities
where transaction may be
larger. He would make -
ction/collection weekly
dule according to his conveni- I
ence and convenience of the es-
tlbllnrggt uwld-:er. He may |
cover shop during a work-
ing day of extended now.
And thus he could cover all the

uhoroinam. |
¢) There should be arrange-
:numt for ae and ran-
m checking by a body
or squad who would take im-
mediate decision to fine/-pun-
ish the violators. Some sort of
rules in this ard may be
formed by the IRD/NBR, if nec-

(f) If the present manpower is
tRen. & Fa ‘Fredharadenaals:
tance) t under suitable ti-
tle, say, "TA for ltreng:henm;
the VAT system” ma taken
up. Tll;uu 1nu}:d? ition to
strengthening AT collec-
tion will also generate employ- |
ment for the educated unem-
gloyed. After all, hundreds of

A projects have been taken up
for this study and that whose
outcome Serves any use-
ful purpose since such TA leads
to preparation of some kind of

etc., which finds its way
into storage room or its rec-
ommendations considered
unimplementable. In both cases
the outcome is zero. At least in
the above case a good numhu'ug
through their honest efforts |
hopefully, desired revenue can
be eamed and in due course, out

likely that even their pay

away with the VAT syndrome so
that the common peo

pt practices it has




