JUICE

JAM
PICKLE .
KETCHUP

SHERBET

VOL. VII NO, 191 REGD. NO. DA 781

Meetings around

B e S —

Bartul Mukarram

e e —————

banned

e ralie——— W T T W TR TS——

Dhaka Metropolitan Police
Commissioner has

investors of
more incentives

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina assured fore in-

vestors of all £Xx-
incentives and facilities

uﬂeﬂlt—imdhmmmr
more if needed, reports UNB.
"l assure I'll take pe

dressing a number of noted US

and businessmen
ucfm&&. at a banquet
to

ﬂwmmﬂndty;

Sh{!kh Hasina outlined the
incentive and facilities
ded to attract for-

eign direct investment in

said political instabil-

ity, which was the bt%enl im-
pediment to national develop-

ment in the past. had been re-
moved.
"Political stability has been

ensured in
e e o g o
non-pariy, neutral care-

taker government,” Hasina told
the American lawmakers and
businessmen

See Page 12 Col 8

EC may defer ban
on Bangladeshi
frozen foods.

The Eu Communit
(EC) may defer s o
the import of Enn!:_:l eshi
frozen foods into the coun-

to be built
The

government will con-
struct a 2]-storied building
Etuﬂ:uyﬂhlhtnltitlllmﬂm,gln
Academy premises memory
of the great Language Move-
ment, reports BSS.
mwmln:ﬁ
. to : :
State Minister for Youth,
and Cultural Affairs
Quader disclosed this
Hsmmmtglc
rector General of the Bangla
Academy Prof Syed Anwar Hos-
sain was present.

Inside
Article

Arsenic alert: Resolving
the problem: Private
sector approach
Page 5

Gun battles erupt as
police try to disarm
militants in Karachi
| Indian EC asks state
govis to be prepared for

early polls
Page 8
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48 out of 51 edible oil (Federation Cup final today
refineries operate

without valid licences

Forty-eight soyabean and
palm ol]' ries out of a total
of 51 have been marketing
])rnductu without ha their
icences renewed, according to
sources in the Bangladesh
Standard and Testing Institute
(BSTI).

Owners of the refineries
failed to renew their licences
despite after several official
reminders. "All the refineries
have been manufacturing goods
viola rules and procedures,”

said a official.
Only three refineries have
applied for renewal of licences

to continue production, which
are in process. The others con-
tinue to import crude and mar-
ket the finished cts — soy-
abean and palm oil — without
facing any action from the au-
thorities concerned. All such
violators can be indicted un-
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By Naimul Hagq

der law but no step has been
taken as yet, the official
pointed out,

Vice Chairman of Bangla-
desh Soybean Oil Refinery As-
sociation Nazmul Haq Chow-
dhury, when contacted, admi-
tted ]gnat there were a number of
refineries which had not
renewed their licences. But, he
said, "Obtaining licence is not a
problem for us. It is the
government policy which is
creating all the hindrances in
the way of obtaining permis-
sion.”

He further said, "the gov-
ernment wants that we pa
BSTI certification marks [ghﬁ
fee at the rate of Tk 0.10 for ev-
ery product manufactured,
which is not reasonable. After
paying high rate of taxes, mak-
ing such other payments will
hurt the refineries, already in

shambles. We pay more than 60

per cent tax and levy, which in- .

clude 30 pc import duty, 15 pc
VAT, 5 pc development charges
and Jamuna Bridge surcharge
and others.”

He also said, "the sector has
already suffered serious set-
backs. A number of refineries
have closed down while others
remain closed due to high pro-
duction cost. Two years back,
refineries which were able to
produce more than 50 pc of
their capacity paid fees at the
rate of Tk 1.50 for every metric
ton of crude used for manufac-
turing. But the authorities ne-
glected our suggestion to rein-
troduce the fees.”

The BSTI Council had de-
cided to impose the CM fee of Tk
0.10, earlier fixed at Tk 0.15.
The 39-member council, headed

See Page 12 Col 3

Bangabandhu Murder Case

I was not aware of any breach in

army chain of command: PW4

The fourth prosecution wit-
ness in the Bangabandhu mur-
der case told the Court of Dis-
trict and Sessions Judge,
Dhaka, yesterday that he was
not aware of any breach in the

chain of command while
he was on duty at the residence
of Bangabandhu on August 15,
1975

Mohammad Quddus Sikder,
58, a retired Army Havilder
who was the Guard er

at the residence of the th
_ hu Ehﬁ
, also told

ty
of August
17, 1975 and was not aware of
any breach in the Army chain
of command during that time.

By Staff Correspondent

During the day's proceed-
ings. lawyers of the five accused
in custody completed their
cross-examination of Sikder.

Sikder was earlier cross-ex-
amined by the 14 lawyers of the
state defence, appointed by the
government for the 14 abscond-
ing accused in the case.

After a break of three days,
hcaﬂnﬁ of the case resumed at
about 11:00 am yesterday and
continued till about 4:40 pm.

The next prosecution witness
will make his deposit
tomorrow when the hearing ré-
sumes at 10:30 am.

Sikder also told the court
that many people wanted to
visit the residence of Banga-
bandhu after the kfllings but

they were stopped by guards.

e Army and poEt:Je guards
deployed at the residence of
Bangabandhu did not exchange
gunshots with the attackers, he
said.

He was asked whether the
list of items found in that house
including arms and ammuni-
tion which were also recorded
in the inventory, were prepared
in his presence. Sikder an-
swered in the negative.

He also told the court that he
did not see any arms and am-
munitionn in that hotse.

He also said that an A.rl;}y
officer visited the residence af-
ter the incident but he was not
aware whether that officer was

See Page 12 Col 4

Aspirants Abahani
Chakra take on giant-killer
Arambagh Krira a in the
final of the 14th Federation Cup
football tournament at the Mir-
pur Stadium today.

The match will kick off at 5

Krira

BNP calls hartal

in Sylhet
today

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Aug 4: The Sylhet
District BNP has called a dawn-
to-dusk hartal in the district
tomorrow to protest the gov-
ernment’'s failure in restoring
the rail communications, fre-
quent loadshedding and price-
hike of essentials.

To drum up support for the
hartal, a bi ra]l¥ was held in
the town this aftermnoon with
district BNP president M A
Haque in the chair.

he speakers also called
upon the government to arrange
Barge service up to Sherpur to
ensure speedy supply of essen-
tials. Later a torch sion
paraded the streets of the town.

UNB adds: BNP Standing

Committee mem M Saifur
Ralutan MF the people o

Sythet to make the h pro-
gramme a Success.
In a statement issued in
Dhaka today, he alleged that an
See Page 12 Col 3
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Sports Reporter

pm. Bangladesh Television will

cover the finale live while
Bangladesh Betar will provide

Lunnin commentary from the
ig :

Meanwhile, the third place-
deciding match between the
losing semifinalists — Mo-
hammedan Sporting Club and
Muktijoddha Sangsad Krira
Chakra, scheduled for a 3 pm
start at the same venue, was
called off by the Bangladesh
Football Federation (BFF) after
both teams expressed their re-
luctance to appear in what they
called an insignificant affair.

Abahani, who won the sea-
son's curtain-raiser four times
in their ten final appearances,
will enter the match as
favourites against Arambagh,
the unlikely yet deserving can-
grand show of the
topsy-turvy tourney.

T%e I1::.311{:1';?4.]::luvantl Motijheel
outfit, who stunned all and
sundry by making their maiden
appearance in the final of any
major domestic tournament
with a 3-O whitewash of star-
studded Muktijoddha in the
second semifinal on Sunday,
will be loocking for yet another
upset show to complete a fairy
tale run.

"We ought to prove that our

"caplain Ro

WE HAVE HUGE READY STOCK OF
ITALIAN CARRARA, PERLATO SICILIA, |
BOTTICINO, INDIAN KESSWARI GREEN,

MALAYSIAN AND PAKISTANI MARBLE PNy
OF DIFFERENT TYPES, --

v NIRMAN INTERNATIONAL LTD.
199, TEJGAON 1/A, DHAKA.

TEL : 605957, 607363 SHOW ROOM : 881985

passage into the final is not at
all a fluke”, vowed Arambagh
Xy, whose spirited
side defeated Brothers Union in
the last group league match to
ensure a place in the last four.

See Page 12 Col 8
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Plan to involve foreign
banks in term-lending

By Staff Correspondent

In a bid to boost project fi-
nancing, the government is
‘evolving a strategy to involve
the foreign banks in term-lend-
ing. b them out of their
traditional role of trade financ-
ing.

A high level mee of the
chiefs of all fur:ignml;gnku in
Bangladesh, Governor of the
Bangladesh Bank, and resident
representative of the World
Bank with the Finance Minis-
ter SAMS Kibria yesterday
formed a committee to suggest
how the fi banks could in-
volve themselves in project fi-
nancing.

The committee consisting of
representatives from CitiBank,

Z Grindi Bank, Standard
Chartered Bank and Bangque
Indosuez will submit its pro-
posals to the finance ministry
within three weeks.

Initially the government is

| thinking about giving some fi-

nancial incentives to the for-
eign banks to woo them into
term I«ﬂ:nﬂlnil

"Foreign banks are welcome
to open up shops here because
they help uggrade the banking
operations by introducing in-
ternal practices. But having
said this they are confined to
trade financing which is impor-
tant, but not a very direct con-
tribution to industrialisation,”
said Finance Minister Kibria
while talking to The Daily Star
yesterday. "I want them to enter
the field of term loans with
their better ap]:vrajsal and mon-
itoring capabilities."

The government is also toy-
ing with the idea of cutting
syndication deals between for-
eign and local banks and leas-
ing companies to diversify the
funds of the foreign banks.

The foreign banks' role in
project financing is now seen as

Se Pape 12 Col 2

Rival BNP faction
holds rally in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Aug 4: The
rs of the BNP faction
Abdullah Al Noman, op-
posing the formation of new
city committee of the party,
heﬁlnrallylndbroughlnuta
procession again today to voice
ﬂﬁr resentment, party sources
They chanted sl de-
manding cmctliaum the
committee formed with Mir Md
Nasiruddin and Dostagir
Chowdhury as president and
secr respectivel

and urged i5r.rreuw«::::mntiIl1.5:“!"C 1:1!-Ir
other committee of their ¢ :
Meanwhile, the BNP leaders
summoned by the party chair-
[hem' went to Dhaka to attend
meeting aimed at resolving
the internal rivalry in Chit-

tagong, party sources said.
No trace yet of
missing maid
By Staff Correspondent
Police were to trace the
maid su of foul play in
the incident that left one person
dead and nine others seriously
sick following dinner in a
house at Sobhanbagh in the city
Friday night.
Accor :
the 25-year-old maid, Nasima,
Joined the affected family as
domestic help on the day of the
incident. Earlier, two months
ago she worked in the house as
maid for about a week.
Qur:slig:lmjccg the family
: suspected that
the maid could have been in-
volved in mixing pui.o‘ln the
food items served in day's
dinner. However, police said
they could confirm it only after

getting the chemical analysis
report of the food items.

A businessman, Kabir Hos-
sain Chowdhury, 40, died after
having the food Friday. His
wife, two daughters, members of

See Page 12 Col 8
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Team leaves for Tripura Thursday

' Chakmas will be persuaded

once again to return home

A seven-member delegation
of the National Committee on
Chittagong Hill Tracts (NCCHT)
will try to persuade the ref
once again to return home when
it visits refugee ca during
its three-day visit to ra in
India, beginning ThuruE;.

It is expected to hold talks
with the refugee leaders, who
had put stiff conditions like in-
volvement of the UNHCR and
ICRC in triation and reha-
bilitation of the :

Some 40 thousand refugees
are living in squalid and

crammed camps in southern
Tripura.

By Special Correspondent

Since resumplion of the
repatriation in March this
ear, seven thousand refugees
ad returned home. They have
been rehabilitated with cash,
food rations, cattle, building
materials and jobs under a gen-
erous government programme.
But some of the refugees had
cum{nluincd about non-imple-
mentation of the rehabilitation
Rmdgrnmme. The government
ad formed a task force headed
by Kalparanjan Chakma, MP,
to look into the problems.
However, pendra Lal
Chakma, a former MP and
leader of the refugees in India

prevailed over the remaining
ref; not to return home un-
less their return and resettle-
ment is supervised by the inter-
national bodies.

The government also coun-
tered it saying the Indian au-
thorities did not allow the in-
ternational agencies like UN-
HCR and ICRC to look after the
refugees in Tripura.

As the stalemate in the
repatriation process hanged
over an expected accord on the
decades-old CHT problems last
month, the government decided
to send a delegation to Tripura

See Page 12 Col 7
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Depression:
Heavy

[ ] e
rain likely
The monsoon depression
over north Bay slightly moved
northwest s and was cen-
tered about 300 kilometre

southwest of Chittagong port
and 230 km south of Khulna

city at ® pm yesterday, reports
UI\YB. T

A Met Office special bulletin
said it is likely to move in a
Eurth or northwesterly direc-

on.

Maximum sustained wind
within 40 km of the depression
centre is about 40 kph risingct:
50 kph in gust or squalls.
will remain rough.

Marigg:: ports m::lf Chit-

ong, 'S Bazar M
ﬁfv:g been advised to inila
hoisted local cautionary aing
number 3.

Under its influence, heavy to
very heavy rain accompanied

See Page 12 Col 1

Two murdered

in City
By DMC Correspondent
Two persons, incl an

accused in a murder case in Jes-
sore, were murdered in
incidents in the city yesterday.

The accused, identified as
Mosharof Hossain, 30, was
found dead on a pavement in
Fariha%hwarea under Ramna
thana. ides, police recovered
the of a barber shop em-
ployee, Dulal, 23, from the shop
at Swamib in the old part of
the city in the morning.

Mosharof, accused In a 1993
murder case in Sarsa thana,
was bullet hit in his head and
had deep cut marks in the neck
and other parts of his body, po-
lice said.

He was on bail and came to

See Page 12 Col 7

Death of Salman Shah
3-member body
to re-examine
autopsy report

Home Ministry has formed a
three-member expert commit-
tee to re-examine the post-
mortem and viscera reports of
late filmstar Salman , re-

Prof M Shamsul Hag, head
of the Forensic t of
Dhaka Medical College, was
made chief of the committee
while Head of the Chit
Medical College Forensic De-
partment is one of its members.

Meanwhile, a magistrate,
Golam Rabbani, has been asked
to be Preacnt during in -
tion of arrested Rezvi at the
office.

The Chief Metropolitan Ma-
gistrate Court has allo-
wed the Criminal Investigation
Department to take on a
two-day police remand.

Strike at CU
today

CHITTAGONG, Aug 4: Gen-
eral Student Parishad has
called a day-long strike at Chit-
tagong University tomorrow to
realise its four-point demand,
rcp_ﬁlta UNB.

e parishad, a non-politi-
cal student body, axmuuneguun
programme from a rally today.

Their demands included
immediate introduction of aca-
demic calendar, formation of
Paribesh Parishad and imme-
diate reopening of Pritilata
Hall for resident students of the

university.

. § T |
Doly Sayantoni performing at the Philips Light

Dealers Night 1997 at Sonargaon Hotel yesterday.

—Star photo

‘No one in society will
accept us now'

From Our Correspondent

“No one in the society will

t us now as it has
been circulated that we were
raped.” said one of the four sis-
ters violated on Friday t at
Siddhirganj allegedly by five

youths.
Marri of one of the sisters
was sel with a businessman

in Comilla. But it has become
uncertain now, they told this
correspondent.

Three of the sisters had
moved to their eldest sister's
place at Sanarpar in Siddhir-

anj over about a month ago
rom Barura in Comilla dis-
trict, hoping to be employed in a
local garments factn?.

On the previous day of the
tragic incident, Alek Hossain,

| the brother-in-law of the three

sisters, was beaten up. "They en-

tered the house and beat m{

son-in-law. They took Ale

with them and confined him at

an unknown place,” said Sha-

Eera Begum, Alek's mother-in-
w.

"On Friday, eight people en-
tered our house. It was then
dark all around,” the eldest sis-
ter, expecting her first child,
narrated. "They first tied up my
mother and put off the lights.
They then raped my young sis-
ters. Even | was not s i

At one stage, the elder sister
managed to escape and reached
the SiddhlrF,anj police station.
A police force immediately
ru to the spot and encircled
the area. They entered the house

See Page 12 Col 2

CHITTAGONG, Aug 4: Some
insurgent groups of Arakan
state are facing a tough time in
the jungle-packed 'no-man's
land’ along the border between
Myanmar and Bangladesh, as
they are failing to set up any
permanent base or sanctuary
with the tightening of border
security. intelligence sources

Tﬁ:}r said the activists of
those Arakan separatist ps
were moving from one place to

From Nurul Alam

another inside the vast tracts of
deep forests beyond the
Bangladesh border as the
Myanmar security force also
ste up patrolling inside its
border area.

The Myanmar border secu
rity force. Nasaka. increased
the border patrolling recently
after Bangladesh border guard
officials sent a protest not to
them against the backdrop of
fresh influx of Rohingya
refugees from Arakan state.

On the other hand, Bangla-
desh border guards have been
ut on high alert along the
rder with Myanmar amid in-
creased patrolling to check the
infiltration both by insurgents
and fresh Rohingya refugees,
BDR sources said.

The Bangladesh border guar-
ds were also keeping a vigil
inside the border areas of dense
forests so that the Arakanese
insurgents cannot enter to set
up any sanctuary, the sources

-Anzkan separatist groups face tough time

added.

Last week, special opera-
tions were carried out into the
deep forests inside B adesh
border at Naikkhongchhari by
BDR patrol teams.

During the operation the pa-
trol teams dismantled few
abandoned thatched houses de-
tected in the forests, the sources
added.

According to the intelligence
sources, sometimes the insur-

See Page 12 Col 3

Operation suspended

at Sylhet hospital

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Aug 4: rations
have been suspended at the Syl-
het MAG Osmany Medical Col-
lege Hospital since yesterday
g:.,lt to shortage of oxygen cylin-

h Ltd could
not supply cylinders as road
links hetwe:él Dhaka ll;d Et -
het remain sna I:ved or the
last few weeks, .J’ an official
of the hospital.

The stock in the hospital
also came to the lowest, which

can only be used for emergency
operations, he added.
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"Salule thee, the “Noble Son of the soil
and UVanguard of the Sea,
“Who breathed his last while

1 1 didumﬂmnbyrrwn."
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