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Jordan urges Israel, PA not

to break peace talks

AMMAN, Aug 3: Crown
Prince Hassan of Jordan urged
Israel and the Palestinians on
Saturday not to break peace
talks nlter a deadly dual suicide
attack in Jerusalem, saying
they must make tangible

rogress to avoid further vio-
[::nce. Reuter.

Describing the explosions
that tnrht:i l l|tll'u'w:m|.; h a ..{ewilla
market € an
the two humnhgen “p-et%pc latest
round in a "bad nightmare" of
bloodshed. The Crown Prince
said the two uf:m“ mul:t'. mck{eu
"day-to-da ving issues”
im Ymv: tgu uta?uu of ordinary

Palestinians.

"Eng t between the
core coun to the peace mak-
ing exercise in the only option,”
the Crown Prince said in an in-
terview with Reuters.

"No progress effectively

means hurting people's basic
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said, PTI report .
perintendent, Samastipur, Kunwar
h told PTI that the injured
Medical College Hospital (PMCH) for
bus was on its way to Samastipur from Darbhanga.

Gunmen kill 5§ in Colombia:
Five people were killed and another three were

missing
day when a hea armed ttacked bourhood
ot ey Coltmiiar pohce aas AFE o

Israeli military official said. "The soldiers

ter. 'with the journalists, wh
mahﬁ:hmjmwﬁtﬁcdﬂm said.- -

isn South Afri ,Kermhme N:uke

interests and invest in new
generations of suicide bers
and a new wave of fanaticism."
Israel talks with
the Palestinian Authority after
the bombing and closed off the
West Bank and Gaza ;
Acting Minister of -
tion Nasser al-Lawzi told re-
porters after a Cabinet meeting
on Saturday which mainly fo-
cused on the crisis in peace
talks that the closure could
result in more violence.
oreign Minister Fayez al-
Tarawanpah also criticised ls-
rael for its reaction to ﬂmth:i'
bombing, it was c
that it the Palestinian
Au ty as a partner and not

an enemy.

Jordan, with a large Pales-
tinian population and long
borders with both Israel and the
West Bank, is sen-
sitive to the potential for Pales-

kills 9 in India:

At least nine passengers killed on the and 18 others
injured, 12 of them seriously, when a bus met with an
accident near Butta Chowk under station late

s from

were sent to Patna
tment. The ill-fated

Satur-

said, from Bo-

ta.
gm'l‘h«: victims bodies were riddled with bullets and found
sprawled on a football field, officials said. Witnesses said a total
pecgﬁmd ed out of their homes before dawn
armed men. Officials said they
edged it could be the work of Colombia's

bloody rightwing paramilitary groups.

Mine blast claims 15 in China:

oy S e e et

people ano ve ;
rted today, AFP sa}rspfmm Hong Kc

The deaths in last month's accident could have been avoided

if the operators of the mine in Huaxi had heeded earlier orders

. from authorities to shut down the mine shaft because of tnade-

quate measure to air, the Chinese- Sing Tao daily
said in the report. rﬂtmdmtuy ether the owners of
the mine were arrested last month's explosion.

- »

2 Palestinian newsmen held:
Two Palestinian journalists were arrested on Saturda
roadblock near this southermn

. AFP reports
The two journalists, Kwattir Salam, of the Palestinian
anmt al-Jadida, and Mazen Dana, a Palestinian
cameraman employed by Britain's Reuters news

est
from Halhoul.

cy. were
orders to leave area, an

called the police

came too close to

.

from KwaZulu-Natal balances her crown at the finals at

Sun City a gambling and entertainment resort northwest

of Johannesburg Saturday. Naiker a pharmacist studying
for her masters degree has deep interest in Indian classi-

cal and South Indian village dancing.

— AFP/UNB photo
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Moderate intellectual Khatami
takes office today in Iran

TEHRAN, Aug 3: lran's new
President Mohammad
Khatami, who takes office on
Monday, is a moderate intellec-

S e

cultural and artistic

ment in 1992 under pressure
from hardline conservatives,
has been nicknamed "the 20-

m&:«: to outgoing Presi-

dent Ali Akbar Hashemi Raf-
sanjani, and radical left-

“mimhum

victory after starting
a relative unknown with little
chance of beating the estab-
lishment candidate.

Y make up more
than half of the country's 64
million po :flnﬂﬂn. ;nu h‘.:f
complain feeling out
the conservative Iranian soci-
ety. Khatami's of re-
spect for human rights and

ater personal freedom to

em.

The westernised city -
tion, at cultural ndd:nd the
tonservative clergy -

too cynical about m-

to

| years
1 regime to vote, 0,.. coming in from the cold
_over,.by the hlmeﬂ:ﬁ standing for president. "

Torrential rains claim 28

country on Saturday as normal
life came to a standstill in the
northern n;glr.m due to heavy
downpour for the second day
tad%lrepnnsm.

ile landslides in Kotdwar
in Uttar Pradesh claimed 11

Yeltsin leaves
Irish PM
stranded on

airport tarmac

LONDON, Aug 3: Russian
President Boris Yeltsin left
Irish Prime Minister Albert
Reynolds stranded on an air-
port tarmac in a 1994 diplo-
matic incident because he was

too ill to get off his plane,

Yeltsin's former top

says in his memoris, reports

Reuter.

The fiasco ha at Ire-
land's Shannon Airport when
Yeltsin failed to appear during a
stopover and a deputy was sent
instead.

Yeltsin was accused crit-
ics at the time of
but Alexander Korzh . his
friend, body and adviser
for 11 . Baid the Russian
leader gad sufered a heart at-
tack or mild stroke.

Excerpts from Korzhakov's
memoirs were published in the
London Sunday times under the
headline: "Revealed: Yeltsin's
sober excuse for Irish filasco.”

Korzhakov said he was wo-

ken by Yeltsin's wife Naina and
told that he had got up in the
night while flying over the At-

lantic to go to the Lavotory. But

ter in the 1980s, a time of un-

ﬁwedmwdculturumm

Women, too, are enthusiastic
nboutthendld-mn:‘l“:femd.hn-
mw.:rm
mukﬂth tradition and

first women into his cabi-
net

daughters, Khatami is a Hoja-
toleslam, a religious cleric
one below the title of
Ayatollah,
He also bears the title of
yed, a descendant of the
Prophet Muhammad (SM). an
attribute which earned him re-
spect from deeply religious
Iranians,

Khatami briefly headed the
Islamic culture centre tlll':: Ham-
burg, Germany, before 1979
US-backed Shah m
the Shi'ite Muslim clergy to

power,
In 1982 he was

ted
minister of culture, a h:
occupied for 10 years the

mhe wrkedTﬂlthe obscure
ﬂosld'dlmctu-ofﬂunlthml
brary for five before

died in Hi-

. seven in Gu-

arat and two in Kolhapur
Maharash the toll in

the current monsoon season
across the country to 350.
Gujarat bore bumnt of the
monsoon fury with 230 deaths
fullnweda?r Kerala 64, Uttar
Pradesh 30, Karnataka 14. Hi-
machal Pradesh eight, Assam,
Meghalaya and Kolhapur
e Rl:pm'l:ut:lldmﬁ )
were
killed and three in when
them was buried

under s [ollawlnig a land-
slide near Khairkhalon

Rishikesh Kotdwar road in the

Garhwal hills this evening. The

tl'aﬁzgy occurred when an over-

loa {earctumi from Shiv

¥ela a famous Neelkanth
E_ =

Eight people died in land-

slides as increasing rains

Himachal Pradesh sub-
merging vast tracts of land in
Killu.

Four people bgied in a land-
slide triggered rains in tribal
Bharmaur area of Chamba dis-
trict while in another incident
four drowned when their
truck fell into a river in Kullu
district, a Shimla report said.

In Gujarat, torrential rains
claimed seven lives and about
10,000 people were evacuated
fo floods.

Helicopters and army per-
sonnel were pressed into service
for rescue o tions in the
worst-affected Sabarkantha

district.

In Kolhapur in Maharashtra
two were washed a way
by swi waters in Bhudr-
garh and uwandi Talukas.

Life came to a standstill in
the northern region as heavy
rains lashed several parts for

"h:efntherﬁnm:ndtw'

| kilometres (160 miles) north of

International

Lankan battle
death toll rises
248 so far

| COLOMBO, Aug 3: The death
toll in a major battle between
Tamil Tiger separatists and
rnment forces in northern

ri Lanka has risen to 243,
most of them guerillas, defence
f;’;“l' said today, reports

The Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) imiti-
ated the assault against mili-
tary forces in the northern
town of Omanthai lost at least
193 cadres, officials said.

The said the miljuu"y had re-
covered the bodies of 107 Tiger
guerillas by Slturdafy afternoon
and intercepts of guerillas
communications showed they
had taken another 86 bodies.
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|

At least 50 security -
nel, including 19 pﬂl'i::r:Sn
were killed in the battle which
started just before midnight
Friday and went on until Sat-
urdg officials said.

e clandestine Voice of

Tigers radio, momitored in the’
northern town of V 260

here, said the
hea Io.munﬁ't.;n“

bi term office i r.:ﬂnltel}'bl:i_
1 |.ca
term was to end this month.

he then collapsed. the second day today. | Buttry said.

inflicted
Voice of mun-.'ﬂm-
day that they lost only 82 of
their cadres and claimed

killing 79 government troops.,
The re radio said they

used a heavy concentration of

women cadres and most of the

who died were women |

bgl‘;terl known as "freedom
.--

UN mediator says

Peace efforts in
Congo Republic
faltering

BRAZZAVILLE, Aug 3: A UN
mediator ac Satur-
day that efforts to ate a

t between the
factions

of Couiu'l ﬂrri:t
Sahnoun of , said a two-
week initiative was "in |
difficulty” and urged the two
sides to display more interest in
achieving peace.
But in an indication of hard-
attitudes, state radio re-
ported that backers of former
dictator Denis Sassou-Nguesso
were demanding the resigna:
tion of his rival, President -
ujuml.lm:. and Sassou
's )
Nguesso's mihmn ting
each other June 5, causing a
mass exodus of civilians from
Brazzaville and extensive dam-
age to the centre, i 3
Though as su
sided for the paultn‘t-n i
Sassou-Nguesso has denounced
Lissouba’'s moves to extend his

Naga leaders

closer to unity |

ATLANTA. Aug 3: Leaders
from the east Indian state of
Nagaland drew closer to unity
Saturday but stopped short of
mllnf a peace accord among |
N actions involved in nego-
tia here, reports AP.

Details of a "national ap-
peal” would be outlined Sunday
at a news conference, said Dan
Buttry of the Baptist Peace Fel-
lowship of North America,
which has been assisting the
wm:lt;ng talks at Emory Uni-
versity. ~

"From all walks of Naga so- |
ciety, we commit ourselves to
the pursuit of peace even
the way is n;: clear," said a
statement to be signed by vari-
ous factional leaders. "We have
taken a step on this journey
through our deliberations in
Atlanta. We intend to press on
ﬁ not go back tnplth: evils of

troying our ;

"As Naga ;lvoﬁfl::al and social
groups, we pledge ourselves to J
maintain and s en the
unity we have formed.” the
ataTtelﬁnent ahald 5

ere has been fightin
since 1950 to carve a hongilang
for the Naga tri le, the
biggest community in the re-
mote mountainous area that is
joined to mainland India by a
narrow strip of land north of

%e rebels claim that the
N chieftains, who ruled the

on, were forced to India
when British colonialism
ended in 1947.

The government of the
largely Christian state, whose
people largely want indepen-
dence from predominantly
Hindu India, has been involved
in discussions including three
of four major factions and some
social organisations, working
on the creation of Naga unity;

]Fﬁdcfu — Gujral said, "the

g i e

Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak (L)

(A S g ]

o " 4 e
receives Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat (C) and

the number two Palestinian official, Mahmoud Abbas (Abou Mazen) (R) in Alexandria,

Saturday. Arafat urged the United States and

Egypt to take action to salvage the Middle

East peace process, which had already been deadlocked for four months before this week's
suicide-bombing in a crowded Jerusalem market.

NEW DELHI, Aug 3: A series
of crises shadowing Indian
Premier Inder Kumar Gujral's

party today with
ers and the media slam his
bloc for corruption and ict-

1 Flt was falling apart, reports
AFP.

Gujral's Janata Dal {Peopic'i

| Party] which last week saw the

Jailing of a former party chief
on embezzlement charges, saw
its convention on Saturday
marred by heckling, forcing Gu-
jJ]al Ehwnlk out mi -ﬁl}'
rou Is inaugural speech.
Gujral, who had focused on
corruption at the start of the
two-day party meeting. said
Janata Dal president Sharad
Yadav, who is also set to face
charges In a lingering corrup-

tion scandal, had apologised on
behalf of his supporters.
Gujral said he would take

“diseiplinary” action against
the hecklers.

“I am satisfled with what
Sharad Yadav told me. There is
no problem in the party as far
as | am concerned,” the Hidus-
tan Times newspaper quoted
his as saying

"l was speaking on the issue
of morality without naming
any individual,” he added.

“"No political party can

ess without moral values,

no dual standards can suc-

ceed ... trans has to be

there in every action." Gujral
said.

Speaking of a July 5 split in
the Janata Dal, caused by for-
mer Bihar state chief minister
and the previous party Laloo
Prasad Yadav — who was ar-

in a 271-milllon-dollar

’

Series of crises gfifJanata

party has to pay a price.”
s comments

furore at the meeti

k{ndc the Bihar o
sacking govern-
ment, now headed by the wife of
arrested leader Prasad
Yadav, an arch-foe of Janata
Dal chief Sharad Yadav.

)
with

it felt there was sufficient
evidence to implicate him in

— AFP/UNB photo

the bribery scandal. .

|

Singapore govt warns citizens

SINGAPORE, 3:
pore's government has warned
citizens to shun as the
number of le arrested for
taking the " in the is-
f:#Pd crossed 1, , reports
sl e

ts “

label a.n? the misconception
that it is less harmful than
hard drugs
ter of State for Home Affairs
Law Ho Peng Kee said Saturday.

"However, research and ex-
perience have shown that ec-

stasy is d s — it can
ut_lgr the brain,
iver, he and and

even kill," Ho said at a seminar

on the abuse of , which
first here in 1 ¥

He the city-state's nar-
cotics police wo

forcement efforts

keep up en-
Ell:ut &u
of ecstasy, incl £ action:

against suppliers and abusers,

and surprise. raids on night .

Over 1,000 stage peace

rally in Phnom Penh

PHNOM PENH, Aug 3: Over
1,000 monks, nuns and laymen
marched through the streets of
Phnom Penh early Sunday to
gray for peace in the wake of a

loody coup which has
fears of renewed civil war in
Cambodia, reports AP.

The marchers — led by the:
country’'s supreme monk Maha
Ghosananda who asked in his
grayers that "peace prevail in

ambodia” — began their walk
at Sampeau Meas oda and
completed it at the Indepen-
dence Monument in the centre
of the city. -

Dressed in saffron and white

| robes, the monks and nuns

clasped their hands in prayer as
they wound through the quiet
streets which had closed

off to traffic. Many carried

banners, lotus flowers or light

~ blue fags.

The march comes on the
heels of last month's coup led by
Second Prime Minister Hun
Sen and his Cambodian Peo-
ple's Party (CPP) which ousted

the cuuna': first ﬂremler
e s oLk ﬁgh
ys of heavy
in the capital left many C;i;g

bndjar;l.s that the coun-
s fragile
%—bmk

— born after

elections in 1993

— had been shattered. The gun-

battle raised concerns of more

bloodshed in the run up to next
year's polls.

"We will have peace when the
leaders decide to solve their
problems through tions
and means,” one of the

2 Russian c_osmonauts will
blast off to repair Mir

BAIKONUR, Kazakhstan,
Aulf 3: Two Russian cosmonauts
will blast off from the Baikonur
Cosmodromeé on Tuesday on a
vital mission to repair the
troubled Mir Space Station
whose module was ina
collision on June 25, reports
AFP. .

Flight Engineer Pavel Vino-
gradov and Commander Ana-
toly Solovyov — one of Russia's
most decorated cosmonauts —
will head for Mir on board a
Soyuz-U rocket, due to blast off
at 9:35 pm (1535 GMT) from the
launchpad in Kazakhstan,

The z TM-26 capsule is
scheduled to dock at 1723 GMT
on Thursday with the ageing
orbital station, where the cos-

monauts will meet u a.ﬂlymmm
weary colleagues — =
bliyev, Alexander Lazutkin and
NASA astronaut Michael Foale
— who have had to tackle a
spate of problems since arriv-

ing on Mir in February.

Unlike most of the
missions to Mir, which has
been orbiting Earth for 11
Eeara. this time the cosmonauts

ave virtually no scientific

programme.
Vinogradov and S;m
will concentrate on r
the craft so that it can remain
in service at least until 1999,
when the first flights on board a
new international space sta-
tion, Alpha, are due to begin.
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like heroin,” Minis-

to shun ecstasy

;E:tl and entertainment out-

Ecstasy acts as a stimulant.
indueing a rush gf euphoria
inte users. It hlar l.?-
creasingly among af-
mmﬁuaulyounm-u:nlrm
a l‘.llg;i. and is said to be

16
months and ca { more
than 1, uen

Market blast

35 Palestinians
held in Israel

b e et

cide bombings, Israel arrested

more than 35 Palestinians

Sunday in the West Bank
reinforced security in ma-

jor cities and crowded recre-

ational spots, reports AP.

" The measures came  four
days after a twin at-
tack took 15 lives in
Jerusalem's main fruit-and-
vegetable market. Islamic mili-
tants have threatened to carry
out more bo unless Is- *
rael released activists from
prison.

Police chief Asaf Hefetz said
D et s
no s c in reports
about a bombing attack, enough
existed to war-

rant :I:m stered security

throughout the country. _
Mandela’s letter to
Suharto seeking
~ releaseof
E-Temorese leader

JAKARTA. Aug 3: A letter -
from South African President

Nelson Mandela for In--
donesia to release East
Timorese rebel Xanana

Gusmao was delivered to the
e
port AFP. |

Indonesian President
Suharto did not receive the let-
ter until Friday because it was

| delivered to the wrong embassy

in South Africa, the Kompas

| daily said, quoting Indonesian

Fo Minister Alatas.

e letter was su to
be delivered to the Indonesian
embassy in Pretoria. '

S e o '
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US investigators seek motive of bomb

plot in

NEW YORK, Aug 3: Investiga- and another Palestinian man nected and supported by a ter. nonviolent AU Meoer, who has:a Jor-
}gruwked to Eim: together ev- were actually plotting to carry ' rorist nrgmmap on," th:Y source A f law enforcement danian passport, sought asylum
ence of a su y bﬂmb plﬂt out a suicide bomb ng on a said. : : source in wighmﬂon told the after fedcral Rgﬂnt-ﬂ arrested
that included t:(rouibl: suicide crowded New York City subway, The Mideast terror group AP that both suspects have been him in January trying to enter
note that ranted against Ameri- A suicide note, written by Hamas denied inwl\mwt linked to Hamas — Khalil by in- the United States in Belling- o
cans and Jews, reports AP, Abu Mezer In Arabic, spouted Saturday in th:n&an with Abu  telligence sources and Abu ham, Washington. Twice before
Also Saturday, federal offi- hatred for Jews and Americans, Mezer, 23, and Lafi Khalil, 22, Mezer by his own application he had been caught trying to
cials released immigration in- denounced persecution of Arabs both arrested Thursday on for asylum in the U States. cross the Canadian border and
formation about suspect Gazi and said goodbye to his family, charges they were hours away But James Kallstrom, head was sent back, but Canada re- -
Ibrahim Abu Me:er totry tore- according to media reports. from detonating nail-studded of the New York FBI office, said fused to accept him a third time. |JEF &~ = SFE R~ @ il L e Ve B
but charges the man had been Also found were anti-Israel lit- pipe bombs in a Brooklyn sub- it "is wrong to say that Under threat of deportati
allowed to stay in the country erature and a portrait of Sheik way station. - these individuals are connected 1., Mmﬂ ll'ﬂm mmnn.
even after officials knew he was' Omar Abdul Rahman, a cleric A statement sent to the AP's  to and directed by Hamas." tion domfmﬂ t m::_- ﬂ :‘w
a suspected terrorist. serving a life sentence for con- Amman, Jordan, bureau Satur- CBS News reported Is- &2 tion in Israel because he
The Immigration and Natu-  spiring to wage a holy war, the day and signed by the terrorist rael that unidentified Pales- ad been fal used of be-
ralisation Service said Abu reports said. ﬁfﬂug Hamas denied "any rela- tinian sources said the part of &dymﬂmt
:flmwau released from US de- An investigator in New p between us n;? those worked for Mousa Abu Mar- ﬁn His f:nul n::ld 5 n:l.l:}
ention in February, two York, ng to The Associ- who were detained” in ‘the zook, political leader of the ..o in 1 fi
months before he filed an asy- - ated Press on condition of Broo incident. Hamas terrorist group, whowas .o ot I oF threwing
lum claim acknowl s- anonymity, said authorities Abu Mezer's said from the United States B Jarad] troops. -
rael he was a st. were transla es of Arabic  in Hebron that in phone calls m;d «  Khalil was in the US on a |/ PP g G s AN
ed Mezer had d':'?ﬂdl}' material pulled from the home he had s Em of the However in a second state- tourist visa that expired in De- it AW s R e S N i R T,
gitntumlnm m Pthe nited npnrt‘tlnantl_: and reviewing United States its people in  ment sent Sat to the AP cember. ritish Prime Minister Tony Blair (2nd R) and his wife, Cherie (2nd L), stroll with their
g “whn“t h mml Imﬁ ;z::nr um rom nenﬂrhy p'lj" gla:uiit:;gim i ﬂ_ mmﬂm Arsook said mﬂlﬁ‘inﬂ ?m June mhll:““““l_- children, Nicholas, Katherine and Ewan (L-R) in San Gimignano, a celebrated town in the
nmﬂy“ Sit of the tml _ lln'.w"”: dnnde'tml mi:m“ v lmm;u'l would do something h'ﬂn“mt.. of the Arsbe detatned in “"’H“ cition mm' .Fu;d;;m" lu;pﬂm Tuscan Chianti region Saturday at the start of their summer holiday in Italy.

ut authorities say Abu Mezer

were lone wolves or were con-

_Noor Abu Mezer said. "He's a

_York recently.”

country within 60 days.

l

— AFP/UNB photo



