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Crest presented
to Muktijoddha

Museum

By Staff Correspondent

The second batch of Com-
missioned Officers recruited
dur{:ﬁ the Liberation War pre-
sented a crest containing their
names to the Muktijoddha Mu-
seum yesterday.

Museum archive committee
member Air Vice Marshal (retd)
A K Khandker received the crest
and some war documents from
the representatives of the sec-
ond batch.

The names inscribed in the
crest are: ABM Tajul Islam, Abu
Taher Basunia, Abu Taher
Sarker, ALM Fazlur Rahman.
ASM Shamsul Arefeen, Chan-
dra Kanta Das, Chowdhury Mo-
hammad Ali, Dost Mohammad
Sikder, Dewan Gous Ali, Ekra-
mul Haq Khandker, Golam
Noor, Jhulan Kanti Paul. Jiban

ti Das, Kaiser Ahmed, Kazi
Md Kamal Uddin, Khairul
Alam, Khurshid Alam Basunia.
Mahfuz Anam, Mahmudul Ma-
sud, Md Abdul Mugtadir, Md
Abdul Halim Khan, Md Abdul
Hamid, Md Abdul Jalil, Md Ab-
dul Kader, Md Abdur Rab, Md
Abdus Salam, Md Akbar
Yousuf, Md Akhtar Hossain, Md
Akhtaruzzaman, Md Aminul
Islam, Md Ansiur Rahman, Md
Asadul Haque, Md Ashrafud-
Doula, Md Atiqur Rahman, Md
Bazlur Rashid, Md Fazlul
H:ﬂu:, Md Feroze Akhter, Md
Hafiz Ullah, Md Harun-ur-
Rashid. Md Hasan Imam. Hu-
mayun Kabir Chowdhury, Md
Issa Gazi, Md Jah Osman
Bhuiyan, Md Jalal Uddin Sid-
dique, Md Kamrul Haque, Md
Latiful Alam Chowdhury, Md
Liaquat Ali Khan, Mes Ud-
din Ahmed, BB, Md Mafizur
Rahman, Md Motahar Hossain.
Md Mu&tadir Ali, Md Qumrul
Islam, Md Rezaul Ahmed, Md
Rezaul Haque, Md Sirajul Is-
lam, Md Solaiman, Md Zillur
Rahman, Md Zainul Abedin,
Miran Hamidur Rahman,
Modasser Hossain Khan. Mo-
hammed Ali, Md Mosharraf
Hossain, Mustaque Uddin
Ahmed, Syed Abul Bashar,
Sheikh Ataur Rahman, SM
Habibullah, Md Shah Alam
Talukder, Sheikh Jamsed Hos-
sain, SM Shahiduzzaman and
Zulfiqur Ali,

One dies

From i
mitted to the Eﬁ%ﬂ and re-
leased after treatment.

It could not be known im-
mediately whether it was a case
of food poisoning. Police said
they collected sample of the
fi items for chemical exami-
nation and were waiting for the
autopsy report of Kabir.

Owner of a bicycle shop at
Nawabpur, Kabir family resided
in Shahidbagh area in the city.

The nine who fell sick are
family members Fariha, 6:
Isma, 3; Monwara Begum, 50:
Nazmul Huq Bhuiyan, 18:
Farhana Huq Bhuiyan, 28:
Asiful Huq Bhuiyan: shop em-

Kashem, 40, and Wahab,
maid Sufia, 26.

All the 10 including Kabir
were found unconscious when
some relatives came to the
house yesterday morning. They
took to the DMCH immedi-
ately, police said quoting the
FIR filed with Mohammadpur
thana.

Kabir's brother-in-law Asi-
ful Huq Bhuiyan said in the FIR
one of their maids, Nasima, was
missing since yesterday morn-

Police added that rice,
chicken curry, dal and vegeta-
bles were served in the dinner.
Kabir took milk after the din-

ner while some others took soft
drinks.

The
the DMCH morgue for autopsy.
An unnatural death case was
lodged in this regard.

The second batch of commissioned officers recruited during the Liberation War presented a
crest containing their names to the Muktijoddha Museum yesterday.

Story of a stampede vietim

Jesmin's dream never

~Star photo

came true

By Morshed Ali Khan and Masud Arif

Jesmin's recent dream was
to build a tin-shed house in her
village at Burirchar in Moth-
baria under Pirojpur district.
The 15-year-old girl's dream
never came true. She was killed
in the stampede at her work-

lace, Shanghai Apparel Ltd at

irpur Section-1 in the city on
July 30. Jesmin, the eldest of
five sisters and a brother, came
to Dhaka two years ago to es-
cape from poverty. She discon-
tinued her studies after class
five. Her father is a rickshaw-
puller in the village. In Dhaka,
she shared a nine feet by eight
feet makeshift room with her
aunt and uncle at the Oliullah
Sarkarer basti at Uttar Basil on
Road 5, Mirpur-1.

"She slept on the earthen
floor of the room so that she did
not have to share the Tk 300
rent of the place,” said her uncle
Shahabuddin pointing his fin-
ger at the floor.

Jesmin's .aggrieved grand-
mother, Kulsum, slapped her
head and kept wailing for her
dead grandchild, sitting-on a
wooden plank. At about 1:30
pPm, Jesmin's body was yet to
arrive at the basti from Dhaka
Medical College Hospital. Men
and women of the neighbou
dwellings crowded in front o
the tiny room and on the muddy
and slippery lanes of the basti.

"Jesmin told all of us yester-
day that she did not want to go
to work, but the owners had
warned the day before that if
ar;f worker was missing for
half the day. she would be con-
sidered absent for three days,"

CEDAW

fromn page 1

A senior official of the Min-
istry of Women and Children's
Affairs when contacted said the
government has no plan to alter
the Muslim Personal Laws as
those relate to succession, in-
heritance, marriage and di-
vorce. Those laws conflicted
with Article 2 and Article 16 (1)
(c) of the Convention. There was
no plan to withdraw reserva-
tions regarding these two arti-
cles, he said.

State Minister for Women
and Children's Affairs Moza-
mmel Hossain presented the re-
ports of Bangladesh govern-
ment to the CEDAW in July 23,

. Prof Najma ‘Chowdhury of
Dhaka University told the
committee that violence
against women took many
forms, like dowry, acid throw-
ln%. trafficking of women and
irl children and repression at
ome and outside. Non-pay-
ment of promised dowry o
resulted in violence and murder
of the bride or wife.

The Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of

Discrimination against Women
came into force on September 3
in 1981 and has been ratified by
160 countries, as of July 2.

The expert committee re-
views reports of the signatory
countries submitted in accor-
dance with Article 18 of the
Convention. Article 18 requires
the countries to submit reports
within one year after assump-
tion of power by a government
and thereafter, at least every
four years. Such reports are to
focus on legislative, judicial

body of Kabir was sent to | and administrative measures

adopted by the governments to
give effect to the Convention's
provisions.
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sald Jesmin's aunt adding that
Jesmin was afraid of losing her

A few months Jesmin

brought her four-year-old

ounger sister Shurma to
{)hm who lives with another
aunt next door.

"She used to earn Tk one
thousand a month and deposit
the whole amount with her un-
cle. She calculated her wor
days carefully and dreamt o
building a tin-shed house in
Burirchar. She would re{ect
marriage proposals for this
reason, said hntsl'h muﬂlu'l ed
., Her sister Shurma 3
extremel m;;-lnuuﬂlﬂ:gd* %ﬂl
asked where Jesmin was, she
sad]ﬁ' replied, "She is dead.”

d Liton, 17, Jesmin's
cousin, neighbour and col-
league. lay on his bed in a
nearby room, seriously injured.
"We went to work together at
around 2 pm. Just when the

anic started, | looked for
gcamln two rows away but she
was not there.” he :

Describing the situation,
Liton said, "It was very dark,
electricity switch had been
turned off. There were women
everywhere shouting for help
and many of them were
squeezed to death in the stam-
pede. | scrambled to the roof of
the building and jumped to the
roof of another building three
storyes below. After descending

from that u a rope,
| started ll::'l:i}dmfnr flmgeanun but
could not find her. Jesmin's
relatives at the basti said she

would be buried at her village.

Gujral
From |
not part of the mg 14-party
coalition.

Deugitc protests within his
party, Gujral has been ambigu-
ous about dealing with three
federal ministers who left his
partﬁ for Yadav's new one.

"No political can suc-
ceed without moral values,” Gu-
jral said in his s h. before
activists shouted to ask him
why he had not sacked the three
federal Cabinet ministers who
supported Laloo Yadav.

Gujral walked out of the dais
and was inside his car before
senior party managers could
react.

On Priday, a court in New
Dcl‘lju indlr:[a}ﬁd it was ready to

anata Party's new pres-
ident in a bribery case. Sharad
Yadav, who replaced Laloo
Prasad Yadav as president,
faces a corruption case against
him that has been dormant for
months, The two Yadavs are not
related, but belong to the same
low-caste community in Bikar.

Laloo Prasad Yadav, alo
with and 55 others, is accused
stealing 138 million dollar
earmarked for livestock feed
for state-run dairy farms. He
reulFed just before his arrest
on Wednesday, but manipulated
local party {:ﬁlalators in Bihar
to have his wile appointed as a
SUCCESSOr.

Relief well
From page 1
equipment and machiner
from Fenchuganj to Moul-
vibazar continued for the third
day, today. It is likely to be
completed by tomorrow. The
equipment flown from Thali-
lan were brought to
Fenchuganj from Chittagong
last week. These will be
taken to Magurchhara aftér all
reparations for the relief well
s complete, sources said.

An official of the United
Safety Ltd of USA now workin
in the Magurchhara gasfiel
yesterday said about square
metre area around the main
well still remains ‘very risky.’

However, gas throu
2: Eu’ mm; the l:nsrh

Heavy fighting in

Lanka: 145 kill

COLOMBO, Aug 2: Ferocious
battles grip Lanka today
as Tamil Tigers attacked in
waves to smash military de-
fences and kill at least 38
troopers for the loss of 107 of
their own fighters. officials
said, reports :

About 1,000 men and women
from the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) ed out
seven assaults near the army-
held northern town of Oman-
thai and destroyed two police
posts, officials said.

The Defence Ministry said
the rebels fired automatic as-
sault rifles, rocket propelled
grenades and artillery guns at
army positions and security
forces hit back using heli-

and heavy artillery.

The attack was a carbon
copy of two ous assaults
on June 11 and 25 against the
same military column trying to

open a key highway through

Tiger-held territory to the
northern peninsula of Jaffna.

The earlier offensive of the
rebels was code-named by them
as "Do-or-Die” and officials
here said all three attempts
were aimed at stalling the mili-
tary advance through jungle
terrain.

The latest attack which be-
m just before midnight on

ay and pursued this morn-

ing was not unexpected. Earlier
on the same day the military
shot dead three hm who in-
.ﬂltr_'n“t,red the area. ;

e were prepared for them
because we killed three infiltra-
tors who had come on a
mission west of Omanthal,” a
defence ministry spokesman
said

At least 40 of the bodies were

those of women fighters of the | |§

LTTE known as “freedom
birds,” military officials said.

' Regional meeting on

agriculture from Aug 18

By Staff Curreu-frondant

Development activists from
Bangladesh. India. Pakistan.
Sri Lanka and Nepal are plan-
ning to Intensify cooperation
among the farmers of t
o promote sustainable agricul-
ture In the context of imple-
mentation of various World
Trade sation (WTO) rules.

For this purpose, some 42
development activists from
these countries and Thailand,
Malaysia, USA, Canada, In-
donesia and Japan will hold a
South Asian workshop on
"Food ecology and culture: In
the context of livelihood strug-

of the rural community” on

o 18 to th:ﬂll 5: held at
upur in all district.

Organised by the South

Asian Network on Food, Ecol-

ogy and Culture (SANFEC), this

workshop will also produce a
joint statement upholding the

interest of the uth an
countries, SANFEC Man
Director Farhad Mazhar at

a press briefing in the city yes-
terday.

One of the purpose of this

Paite activists
torch 100
Kuki houses

IMPHAL, Aug 2: Paite ac-
tivists attacked five Kuki vil-
Inﬁu in Manipur’'s trouble-torn
Churachandpur district this
morning and torched over hun-
dred houses in the renewed eth-
nic violence, PT1.

According to first official
reports here, more than 40
Paite activists attacked the vil-
lages at around 0700 hours and
set ablaze at least five Kuki vil-

lages.
Rejoinder

The memherucns.aré of the
National Committee on Educa-
tion Policy, in a statement -
terday, said that the news item
headlined 'Education policy:
Political fronts on campus op-
md' published in The Daily

yesterday came to the no-
tice of the committee.

"No discussion in this re|gnn:|
took place at any meeting of the
committee and no such recom-

mendation was made”. the sta-
tement said.

workshop would be to form a

al committee to monitor
all WTO committees, identify-
ing the people inside WTO who
are nst the interest of de-

countries, he added.

des, the SANFEC com-
mittee will try to build a con-
sensus among different nations
on r:-upeni% the negotiations
over Trade Related Aspects of
Intellectual Property Rights

(TRIP) agreement.

Under TRIP, which will be
implemented from 1999, every
country will have to patent bio-
diversity. SANFEC feels that
such t would monopo-
lise the control of the developed
countries over the agriculture
and politics of developing coun-
tries and therefore a t:jlmpn
Was to avol tent-
lnglduf hiu-slverllty g? the
world,

"Multi-national companies
in the had taken thousands
of indigenous rice seeds from

. Now we don't have
these seeds and we have to de-

d on high yielding varieties
HYV). When TRIP will be ap-
plied. they will have complete
control over selling these HYV
o us,” Farhad said.

The press briefing was at-

tended 3 mmr%nthcn Farida
Akhtar of UBINIG and Hasanul
Huq Inu of JSD.

Biman flight

From page 1

danger and a senior purser of
Bangladesh Biman, Abul
Bashar, was taking care of him
in Istanbul, said the official.

The aircraft, a DC-10,
reached Zia International Air-
port at 12:34 pm on Friday,
about four and a half hours be-
hind the sehedule, according to
flight information.

An expert preferring
anonymity told UNB that
dumping of fuel is a common

actice in case of unscheduled
E:rndmg of a long-route aircraft
in the middle of its way.

‘It is compulsory to avoid
structural damage of the air-
craft ... every aircraft has a
maximum takeoff and landing
weight and fuel is dumped to re-
duce weight,” he said.

2001-02 fiscal.

About the major targets, the
draft fifth FYP said the popula-
tion growth rate, which has al-

ready declined, is expected to
fall ﬁtrthcr to 1.36 per cent and
the pu{ulatiun will increase
from 123.8 million in 1996-97
to 132.5 million in the last
of the plan. "The per capita in-
come will also increase at an
annual rate of six per cent."
The draft document proposed
that along side with the
increase in the per capita in-
come, the "target group ap-
roach” should be s ened
rther for effective implemen-
tation of the poverty allevia-
tion pro mes in collabora-
tion with the local government
es.

“In the light of recent experi-
ences in social change, reduc-
tion of poverty will be taken as
synonymous with socio-eco-
nomic development of the
country,” it said.

With this end in view, ade-
quate resources will be directed
to the. sion of employ-
ment and income-generating
activities, rural development,
women and youth development,
and providing basic services

and Eoods for target groups.
e FFYP projected creatl:n

of additional employment of
8.39 milllon man-year, but
added that the thrust of addi-
tional employment will be in
the private sector though the
public sector would also create
substantial employment oppor-
tunities throu allevi-
ation and infrastructural work
programme.

e size of labour force of
Bangladesh, which was esti-
mated at 41,70 million in 1995
and ted to reach 44 mil-
lion in 1997, would rise to 49.18
million in the terminal year,

The fifth plan has fixed ma-
jor ?‘Il'n_‘,rnlcn] and social targets
mar 1996-97 as the base
ynﬁr 2001-02 as the termi-

According to the estimate,
the production of foodgrains
(m rice) was 20.39 tonnes
in the base year and it would be
25.12 tonnes in the terminal

ar.
= Fish production in the ter-
minal year would be 2.075 mil-
lion tonnes against 1.373
tonnes in the base year.
Garment products in the
terminal year would reach
1,614 million metres from 210
million metres in the base year.
The quantity of leather ex-
port would be 18.58 million
square metres in the terminal
year against 13.01 million
square metres in the base 15.:]ear
Electricity generation in the
terminal year would be 5132
mw 2690 mw in the base
year. The distribution network
would be expanded to 50,268
kilometre line from 41177
kilometre line in the base year.
Rural electrification would
be to 115,455 kilome-
tre line from 65,455 kilo metre-

line in the base rw:aa.r :
The overall literacy rate

mubdbe‘?ﬁpcrﬁ?lém :mtlil-_l
i nst 47.3 per cent
tIlE- 'ﬁ;ﬁmar The female liter-
acy ratemwuult;lw be 50 per cent
against in base year.

Five hundred and thirty-
eight million gallon d
water per day could be
in the urban areas aga.lnat 294
Ei;l;un gallon per day in the

In rural areas, the number of
tubewells would be 1,561,991
against 1,032,991 in the base
year.

Infant mortally rate (per
1,000 live births) would be re-
duced to 55 in the terminal year
against 77 in the base year. And
maternal mortality rate would
be reduced to 3.24)4:1' 1000 live
births) against 3.6 in the base
year.

The contraceptive preva-
lence rate (CPR) would in-
creased to 60 Rﬂ cent against 48
per cent in the base year. The
average en intake would be
2300 kilo-calories in the ter-
minal year against 2266 in the
base year.

The population below po-
verty line would be reduced to
30 per cent in the ending year
against 45 in the base year.

The number of tal beds
would be 42,000 in ending
year against 37,131 in the base
year.

DHAKA SUNDAY, AUGUST 3, 1997

Rechargeable Beard Trimmer

1 Eleciranics Lsiiui
Official licensee of Philips Electronics N.V.
for lighting products, radio and TV sets

Lett make
fhings betfer

yesterday as part of its August 15 observance programmes.

Anti-liberation
forces hatching
conspiracy, says
Samad Azad

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad yesterday said the
shock of the killing of B -
bandhu should be converted
into an inspiration for taking
the nation forward, reports

I-icmldth'n-inllducu-
sion on the occasion of the Au-

15 sed by Joy Bangla
angskritik Oikkya Jote as

part of their fortnight long pro-
gramme,

He said father of the nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman with his family
members was killed as of
the conspiracy of the anti-lib-
eration and communal forces.
I’nr;i ;ﬂd :111; anu-lil;b:uunn

ave been tchlr:f

contplr::]v nst the
flame r:.tllllt.l'I the symbol of

the Liberation War.

The discussion, chaired by
Jote president Salahuddin
Badal, was also addressed by
acting president of Awami
‘ Hossain Amu, Wa-
sources Minister Abdur
zzak, Forest and Environ-

nt Minister Syeda Sajeda
Chowdhury and Dhaka City
Mayor Mohammad Hanif.

Abdur Razzak said Banga-
bandhu was killed as he wanted
to bring smile on the faces of
the t millions,
poverty ensuring economic
development.

He said after the killing of
Bangabandhu, Mushtaque and
Zia came to power Lhmtttum
barrel of and it is -
nate that Zia is called the in-
troducer of multi-party democ-

rlc§.
yeda Sajeda Chowdhu
said the ]mment has g

ter

From page 1
of any airport in the country
had not been :

When contatted, Managing
Director of Biman Air Com-
modore Rafiqul Islam declined
to make any comment about the
circular but acknowledged the
issuance of it.
ng to The Daily Star
night, Minister of Sfate for
Civil Aviation and Tourism
Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir said,
issuance of such circular b
Biman was "not in my knowﬁ

"Ask Mannan Bhuiyan (BNP
Secretary General) from where
he got the copy of the circular.”
he said, "We stand by our
commitment, we did not and
will not change the name of the
airport.”

e State Minister, however,
said if one chooses to call the

‘airport 'Dhaka International

Airport,’ the government has
to say about that.
Sources in the Civil Avia-
tion Ministry told The Dail
Star that no instruction -
ing the name of ZIA was given
from the ministry.

BNP clash

l

persed them ana brought the
situation under control. None
was arrested. Policemen were
deployed in front of Nasirud-
din's residence and at BNFP's of-

ses at Nasimon Build-
ing, he said.

Later, activists of the rival
factions held protest rallies and
brought out processions blam-
ing each other for the clash.

Mir Nasiruddin, talking to
The Daily Star alleged that
party activists opposing the
new committee had deliberately
attacked his residence, injuring
his family members and some
pnr]?r activists.

e also alleged that they
ransacked and damaged his
house

Bu't a leader of the o i
faction, Md Ali, all ﬁlt Lné

attack was made from inside
the residence of Nasiruddin.
Ali's faction is demanding lead-
ership of Abdullah-Al-Noman
in the city committee. They
held protest rallies and ed
demonstrations in front of the
party office for the third con-
secutive day today.

L. ot ; e = - i £E A . -
Foreign Minister Abdus Samad Azad and City Mayor Mohammad Hanif along with other

AL leaders at a discussion meeting organised by Joy Bangla Sangskritik Oikky Jote

— Star photo

Murtaza murder case .
Threatening gestures
at court alleged

KARACHI., Aug 2: Alleged
threatening sesturﬂ by two vis-
itors twice disrupted proceed-
ings today in a court trying
former Pakistani premier Be-
nazir Bhutto's hu and 18
others on murder conspiracy
charges, reports AFP.

Benazir's husband Asif Ali
Zardari, former intelligence
bureau chief Masoud Sharif,
and 17 police officials are on
trial for alleged involvement in
a plot that led to the killing of
Mir Murtaza last year.

Zardari first drew the atten-
tion of the judge to the be-
haviour of a person attending
the trial.

“We feel threatened as he is

Transport strike
in Sylhet

~continues
From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Aug 2: The Inter-
district bus service remained
suspended for the second day
today, causing suffering to the
commuters in the greater Syl-
het district.

The transport workers went
on a strike following a clash be-
tween rival groups of workers
over f{llegal extortion in the
Shais j bridge area Thurs-
day night.

14 Indian
fishermen

released

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL. Aug 2: Fourteen
Indian fishermen were released
from jail hajat after one mon-
th's imprisonment fnllnwtn? a
request by the Indian High
Commission to the Deputy
Commissioner of Patuakhali.

The fishermen had reached
Mahipur under Kalapara thana
of Patuakhali by a trawler as
they lost their route in the Bay
of al amid storm on June
30 last.

They came to Patuakhali
district headquarters and sur-
rendered to the Deputy Com-
missioner.

The DC sent them to the of-
fice in-charge of Kotwali thana
who filed a case nst them
on charge of cmsslung into
Bangladesh territory i y.

?:%l:!ian High Cumnﬂm:jl in
Dhaka sent a letter to the DC
requesfing their release. After
hearing of the case, the court re-
leased the fishermen.

Agri commission

From page 1

commission and head of Social
Science Department of the In-
termnational Rice Research Insti-
tute {IRI?HMI Dr Mahbub Hossain
placed mporgh i
Anisuzzaman and its members
m Matia Chowdhury, Aﬁl’l—
culture Secretary Dr A

Shawkat Ali, Prof Rehman
Sobhan and officials concerned
were present

The uthcf members of the
commission are Prof Wahidud-

din Mahmud, Dr SM Hasanuz-
zaman, Shahidul Islam, Prof
DR Ainun Nishat, Syed AM
Kabir and Dr Z Karim.

Edn system
From page 1

Class [X to Class XII in sec-
ondary level. For the gradua-
tion rft?ﬂl, it recommended
three-year course at colleges
and four-year course at the uni-
versities.

Two-year and one-year
Master's degree courses have
also been suggested for those
having three-year graduation
course and four-year course re-
spectively.

The committee also recom-
mended modernisation of
madrassah education.

‘West

mnkjng threatening gestures
us. He looks at me and
t\"‘llt!l his moustache,” Zardari
complained, pointing toward a
nﬂ%:: the nudimn.‘m

udge ordered police
to tlhtjﬂ'lcl:'ll‘llﬁm' into custody.
He was handcuffed and led out
of the courtroom.

Later the former intelligence
chief made a similar complaint
against another visitor who
was taken out by the police after
the court ordered his expulsion.

Police said the two visitors
belonged to the of Mur-
taza, who was killed along with
seven of his political colleagues
in a police shoot-out in Karachi
last ber.

The main plaintiff in the
case, Noor Mohammad, who
was a close aide of Murtaza, was
cross-examined today by the de-

fence counsel.

The hearing was adjourned
until August 9 by the district
angd lr.uium udge, Shahnawaz
3#”!1.5“*!& drted the trial on

ohammad, in his testi-
mony recorded earlier, said
:I;:;;m was glylﬁ Mtu-
The court is holding the trial
in Karachi's main jail for secu-
rity reasons.

Zardari and other accused
were brought from other city
jails protected by a convoy of
sulicc and paramilitary sol-

fers.

Cox’s Bazar

From page |
unions in the Sadar thana.

The rainfall in the last two
days was recorded at 226 mm.
local Met office said.

Dep!;.l:t]r Cnmr:::ﬁﬂnnnr Ali
Imam Majumder
that nnniL' three Il.kflm
were affected by the flood.
Seedbeds and crops on 50.000
acres of land have gone under
waler.
mﬂcdmd' ;150 m h:nvﬁ

n co y
another 1, partially.

The district administration
sanctioned 20 tonnes of rice
and Tk. 25,000 in cash for
distribution among the

Bakhwind Matamuhuri

rivers are flowing above their
danger levels.

Arsenic
From page 1

. where the arsenic
level of above 1.0mg have been
found in only 58

In Luxmipur district 413
samples were collected covering
four thanas including the Sadar
thana.

BSS adds: desh can
combat arsenic ¢ ty in its
suspected 34 districts through
restricting the withdrawal of
groundwater and utilisa-
tion of vast surface and rain
water resources, research arti-
cles on the groundwater arsenic
calamity in B re-

said.

leased here

Igf experts from '
Jadavpur University, Dhaka
Communit Hospital,
Malibagh, the National In-
stitute for Preventive and So-

cial Medicine, th
that a proper wa man
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calamity.
The I;CH'I‘m far surveyed 20

districts for arsenic ts, of
which in 20 districts,

identified people I'.uv-lnl'al ar-
senic skin lesions, su as
melanosis, Leuco-melanosis,
keratosis, hyperkeratosis, dor-
sum. non-petting oedema, gan-

and skin cancer.

During the pﬁ%
su in 45 arsenic-
villages in 18 districts. from a
random examination of 1630
people Intludi? children, the
experts found 57.5 per cent have
arsenic skin-lesions.

The observed that if
their suspicion about the
xo-undnl-ﬂ 34

stricts comes true, then more
than 50 million people would be
at risk.
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