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The day will come when nations will be

splendour of their c

T HE of Nations,

1997, the fifth like
us

charts advances made since

the 1990 World Summit for

Children, at which

health. nutrition, education.
water and sanitation, and
ss for women. The

of Nations, published
annually by the United Nations
Children's Fund (UNICEF) ex-

its sacred dream in the
W}r: The day will
come w nations will be

also depicts

good

st 15
is un-

that success in about
imm.ammﬁm
unethical infant fu'ml.thl:n!mlr

four issues

e B ST,
hmt. ,clean bottles,

judged not by their military or economic strength, nor by the
apital cities and public buildings, but by the well being
levels of health, nutrition and education,
their ability to participate in the decisi
civil and political liberties;

the growing minds and bodies of their children.

found impact n:f children’'s
The repo:gcum various
key issues under seven broader
perspectives: water and sanita-
tion, nutrition, health, educa-
tion, women, special protec-
tions and industrial countries.
ate sanitation is the

foundation of development —
but a decent toilet or latrine is

an unknown | to half of
the on . The per-
centage of those with access to

hygienic sanitation facilities
has declined slightly over the
1990s, as consiruction has
fallen behind population
growth. The main result can be
summed up in one deadly word:
diarrhoea. It kills 2.2 million
children a year and consumers
precious funds in health care
costs, preventing families and

nations from cl the lad-
.Mﬂhwmuf

Pilot

the Or ect in
Karachi (Pakistan) which has
brought modern sanitation to a

squatter community of 1 mil-

lion e, Akhtar Hammed
Khan tes on this crucial is-
sue. He was also the Director of
the Pakistan of Rural
t BARD).

For babies every , the
benefits of breast- are

undisputed. But for ba in
developing nations breast-feed-

ing is | ative: their v
survival depends on the im-
mune — of

mother's milk. For them. in-
fant formula is not just infe-
rior, it can cause disease or even

death. Poor families often over-

alding

to the risk.
Yet, despite international pleas
and a marketing code agreed to
16 years ago, manufactures still
market infant formula and
other substitutes unethicall

around the globe. In the artic

"Putt bables before busi-
ness.,” t Reverend Si-
mon Barri n Ward high-

lights all these in detail. He was
until recently Chair of the In-
ternational and Develo nt
EEMIE n‘?ﬂmmltttt o th.lj'r

urc England's Gener
Synod.

The world's children are
benefiting from several decades
of unprecedented health

progress. Child-killing diseases
are

to vaccination
campaigns low-cost reme-

dies, mduclngm :ut;ltih m}ea and
improving the ty of young
lives. But in about 30 develop-
ing countries HIV/AIDS is
threa and even reversing
these strides. Meanwhile, in the
industrialised countries, AIDS
is s to be called a man-
aFeahle disease, as costly mira-
cle seemingly pull its vic-
tims back from the brink of
death. Now the fight against
AIDS faces new dangers: com-
placency in the industrialised
countries and divisiveness be-
tween them and the developing
nations. Dr. Peter Piot Execu-
tive Director of the Joint United
Nations Programme on
HIV /AIDS focuses on the recent
trend and issues of fighting
e e
arry recently re-
as w?;r}-nr Eadung,rtinn
of Ghana writes on quality edu-
cation. Three years before the
millennium, 140 million chil-
dren are — still not in school,
despite government pledges to
anhrm universal access to ba-
sic education by the year 2000.
Many of the rs who are
in school find themselves
squeezed on to crowded benches
in dilapidated classrooms,
lacking even a slate, while a
teacher drills lessens by rote.
Over the past 20 years, while
countries rushed to increase the
number of schools and teachers,
quality and relevance of
education often took a back
seat. But quantity is not an ac-
ceptable trade-off for quality.
Violence against women and

ris is the most pervasive vio-

tion' of haman rights in the

wubtie andblatin and Basis®

Pact on development is pro-
ound. But it ig so deeply em-
bedded in cultures around the
world that is almost invisible.
Yet this brutality is not in-

evitable. Once ised for
what it is a const of power
and a means of main the

status quo it can be dismantled.
And Chalotte Bunch, the Execu-
tive Director of the Centre for
Women's Global Leadership at
Rutgers Unm:rﬂtr (US) analy-
ses indepth the issue of nc{r
dance against women and girls.

Lisbet Palme, a psyc st
speciali in children, a
member of the Swedish Child
and Youth Advisory Committee
writes on the children who
come into conflict with the law.

BANGABAN

of their peoples: by their
by their opportunities to earn a fair reward for their labours; by
ons that affect their lives; by the respect that is shown for their

by the provision that is made for those who are vulnerable
and disadvantaged; and by the protection that is afforded to

“ civallen

e ———"

Whether due to government pa-
ternalism or to simple disre-
gard for their rights, juveniles
who come into conflic{ with the
law often face justice system
that treat them capriciously
and offer fewer protections
than they offer adults. Children
in many countries face the

wrath of law for the ‘crimes’ of
being poor, neglected or abused.
Regardless of the reasserts for
their offenders. young people
are entitled to fair treatment at
the hands of juvenile justice
systems that are designed to aid
youngsters' return to productive
society as quickly as possible.
Economic development has
brought comfort and conve-
nience to many people in the

industrialised world, but in itss

wake are gallutiun, new health
problems blighted urban land-
scapes and social isolation.
Growing numbers of the dispos-
sess are also being left on the
sidelines as the disparity back
grounds in thousands of com-
munities are joining together
with government agencies un-
der the Healthy Cities/Healthy
Communities banner to im-
prove the quality of life in their
towns and cities. Leonard Duhl
and Trevor Hanock, founders of
the Healthy Cities/Healthy
Communities Movement pin-
points the inter relation be-
tween healthy cities and
healthy children as the former
are the precondition for the
latter.

In detailing a broad range of
both achievernents made and

po

at the
summit but to maintain chil-
dren at the very top of their na-
tional agenda.

No doubt this is a universal
document on the real progress
of nations depic some of the
major and remarkable suc-
cesses and failures, of the chil-
dren of this world. The knowl-
edge it unearths is fundamental
to solving problems, because in-
formation is the first ingredi-
ent needed by those with the
will and the means to make
change. And the Pr of Na-
tions provides all such required
and credible information be-
sides of its being. as a whole. a
total story of joy and sorrow of
millions of children of the
world.
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& OB CYCRY _Couindsy Dot

ﬁft wlfil the-p
€ goals ¢

explicit ¢

T,

r Rights _

Saga of Domestic Child Servants

T 10 Shahana does every-

thing in the house. Waki-

ng up at the first call

of Fazr Azaan (morning prayer)

the maid servant is up until

midnight all days in a week

grinding spice, peeling

vegetables, cooking. washing,

cleaning and even preparing the
children for school.

A couple of things the illiter-
ate girl is not allowed to do are
watching TV at her will or play
with her master's children her
age.

Shahana. one of the four
daughters. of a landless peas-
ant, did not mind. Until one day
last week.

'l was happy as long as |
had food to eat and a place to
sleep.” said the girl, tears trick-
ling down her pale face. "Now I
want to leave,” she said sitting
outside her master's house at
Dhaka's Naya Palton.

One morning last week Sha-
hana was beaten by her mas-
ter's wife, the housewife she
calls as "Khala Amma" or an
aunt.

by Naseem Jahan Eva

Reason the housewife,
mother of three children, found
a 20-taka note missing from her
steel shelf.

With no second thought the
35-year-old lady concluded that
the stealing must be the work of
Shahana, who unsuccessfully
screamed her denial.

The truth revealed after the
eldest son of the house arrived
at the scene a few hours later
telling hishmnther he took the
money to buy a pen he urgentl
needed for his college exan% d

Shahana was exonerated.
Eut no apology was offered to

eT:

When her father visited her
the next day Shahana narrated
the sto Eleading that he takes
her back home or to a compas-
sionate family.

The poor man declined say-
ing, "stay here, my daughter.
This is our fate.”

Poverty is the other name of
this fate.

- In Bangladesh, poor parents

LAl WATCH

Age of criminal responsibility

E of criminal responsibility is

ust one variable

influencing how juveniles are treated but justice systems.
ther variables include whether there is a separate

juvenile law based on child rights; subject to

nitive sanctions

or only to socio-educational measures; and whether the coun

has separate court systems and jails for
juvenile justice system provides
objective standard for treatment. In its absence. young
may be handled by the adult criminal justice s

youn ple.
egal prntcﬂthgnaltx:nd an

people
tem or be held

in ‘protective’ custody, where they have no legal protections and

mailfacc arbitrary or harsh treatment.
inimum age at which children are subject to
countries with 10 million or more children under 18 years old

penal law in

| Mexico | 6- | Indonesia | 8

e -
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Korea, ch_.‘ 12 | Russian 14
12 Fed.
Bangh lad | 7 Kenya 8 Morocco 12 | Viet Nam 14
£5
India 7 UK 8 Uganda 12 | Egypt 15
A 16 |
{1

: 13 |
§ | Nigeria_{ 7= }ilran 9 |'France |13 Bragl [ 18
Pakista | 7 ' | Philippines | 9 | Poland 13 | Colombia | 18

18

14

Japan 14

14
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From now onward LAW WATCH, an alternative
forum for Legal and Human Rights Studies and
Action contributes to this page (Law and Our

Rights) regularly.

send their children, mainly
girls, to work not only at afflu-
ent families but also at lower
middle class families usually in
exchange of food. clothing or
monthly cash payment.

Hiring domestic services is a
comimon phenomenon (n
Bangladesh. Not legally recog-
nised as part of the country's
productive labour force, the
number of domestic servants is
unknown,

“The number may be as
many as the number of house-
holds in Bangladesh with some
exceptions in the very low in-
come groups,” writes Helen
Rahman, director of Shoishab
Bangladesh, a child rights
group, in a study on child do-
mestic workers.

The system of domestic ser-
vice is a special section of the
child labour situation where the
entire society is involved.

“This is the largest and most
open, yet invisible, form of in-
formal child labour,” says Mr.
Rahman.

Also invisible is the many
untold sad tales of the domestic
servants,

"They (domestic servants)
are the children of the lesser
God,” says Abdul Huq, a school
teacher, "we take their services
without caring for their needs,
hopes and dreams."

Fumes Huq, "our society has
created a new form of slavery in
almost every household.”

Consider Shima, another 11-
year-old maid servant. who
works at a house at Dhanmandi
residential area.

“When the family goes out on
long vacation they leave me
alone locked inside the house,”
complains the girl.

n one occasion the family's
vacation lasted eight days.

'l had the food to eat, but
not the TV to watch," she says,
“and I could not sleep because I
used to dream ghosts every
night."

The employers did not find it
wrong. | e e v a

"We have done {t. not only
for the security of-biir house,
but mainly for her own safety,”
says Shima’s employer, a gov-
ernment employee.

True, the domestic servants
do get something better than
nothing. At least they get an ac-
commodation, no matter it's
usually the kitchen. They get
food to eat, even thnugcl?; the
quality is usually much inferior.
During illness they get
medicines,

Though recreation and holi-
days are not regular, the ser-
vants do get gifts during festi-
vals.

"Here at least they have food
and a house for shelter," said
Mohammad Aslam, a busi-
nessman. "or else she would
have found herself languishing
on the streets or even at a

brothel.”
This group of ple, how-
ever, fall to understand the

myriad of other problems the
young children endure. Physical
torture apart there are exam-
ples of many girls being sexu-
ally abused.

After years of extensive stud-
ies Therese Blanchet, a Cana-
dian researcher, has recently.
produced a book, "Lost Inno-
cence, Stolen Childhood.”

The study contained the
story of Aleya, a 16-year-old girl
who was raped first by the son
of his employer and then by her
master himself.

"At the age of 11, she was
raped by the 17-year son of her
employer's family. She told no
one knowing that announci
she had become a 'spoiler glr:'f
would be of no help. Six months
later she was ra again by
the first rapist's father,” writes
Ms. Blanchet after interviwing
Aleya, who began wor as a
domestic servant at the age of

five when his father remarried
after her mother died.
"The morning after the ra
by the father figure,” writes NE:
Blanchet, "she ran away to the
big city without telling anyone.”
Aleya could run escape, but
many others can't.

The system of keeping do-
mestic servants can't just be
wished away. But the attitude
towards them can be changed
with more compassion for them
and recognition of their basic
human rights. And the gross
inequities that exist between
the employers and the domes-
tics must go.

“The society's quiet sanction
of using the existir;g socio-eco-
nomic malaise..... or continu-
ing this type of relationship
cannot be accepted,” says Ms.
Rahman, "if this relationship
can be transformed. then there
is a potential for chan the
lives of the milllons of children
from a live of servitude to a live
with a better future.”

Jv.Fhal s what . a., ¢. time
campaign ad on BTV is telling
the #:; . Eow w1l :

Sponsored by Bangladesh
Shishu Adhikar Forum, in co-
operation with Radda Barnen
(Swedish Save the Children), a
international NGO, the ad tells
the story of Moyna, a maid ser-
vant in her early teens.

Her employers rebukes her
when she plays with the fami-
ly's daughter and breaks her
tng car or stand by the dinner
table as the family eats a lavish
dinner.

No, that's not the way to
treat your domestic servants,
says the campaign ad pleading
for a bit of sympathy and com-
passion for them.

— News Network

DHU MURDER CASE

Verbatim Text of Cross Examination of Fourth Prosecution Witness

:

counsel for accused Hon Capt
(Retd) Abdul Wahab Joardar,

held on July 31 (Thursday).

t of
o
rifle allotted during the

: st

were there till
August 16. Several

oups came to take pho-
gﬁ-npm. A civilian came along

h a captain to take pho-

: Was Col Hamid there?
Q: When' the
: photographs
were taken?

A: On st 15 and FIU
(Field Intelligence Unit), DFI
and another groups came with
ruruing ) camera to take

Oa dﬂ

A: T did hot resiel them be-

cause they were authorised.

They gave their identity that

they were from army's FIU.
Q: There were five police
for the police guards in
at house. many police
used to from each
A: One police man with

@: One DSP was in charge of
the police force and what was
his name?

A: DSP Nurul Islam.

e ey o e ey
was uty g 5

police

A: ] don't know. That was

the matter of -
Q: Whether the police
at that house came from

: About two minutes.

wall.
Q: Where were the police
guard situated?

A: In all sides of the house
that is north-south-east-west
sides of the house.

Defence lawyer Abdur Raz-
zak Khan will continue his
cross-examination of Quddus
Sikder when the court resumes
at 10.30 am on August 4
(Monday)

Earlier. the state-a nted
lawyers for the absconding ac-

cused in the murder case cross-
examined the fourth prosecu-
tion witness, Mohammad Qud-
dus Sikder.

Following is the ts of
the cross-examination Hav-
lilder (retd) Mohammad Quddus
Sikder by Fariduddin Ahmed,
state defence for absconding ac-
cused Lt Col (retd) Rashed
Chowdhury:

@: How many promations
you got since 1973 till your re-
tirement and how many during
your stay in Pakistan?

A: | got two promotions in
Pakistan and got since 1973 till
my retirement.

@: Where had you been dur-
ing your two-month leave after
you came back to the country?

A At home.

Q: On which date and on
what day you came to Ganobha-
ban from Comilla in 19757

A: | cannot recollect the date
and the day.

Q Before tht:xil:}cidmt how
many days you ormed your
duty at Bangabandhu's house?
A: Seven days, but duty was
on evu-rla.‘lt:mnte day.

Q: How H::nlny pnllccn;:
were on gu larly in t
house? —

A: Five policemen. There

>
£
i
E

rity or sentry

kartabya and !

ry? What is the job of a sen-

t

To challenge an intruder.
@: Did

you perform your duty

on that day?
Yes, to the best of our ca-

pacity in the given situation.

Q: You were not at the place
of occurrence and you cﬂdn‘t
witness and know anything of
the situation.

A: It is not true

@: Did you give any evidence
to any case other than this?

i

A
A

A: No.
Q: You are gi evidence as
ta 'l1:vy4::'ll'|.|:r:.’mg
: Not true.

Following are the excerpts of
the cross-examination of Hav-
ilder (retd) Mohammad Quddus
Sikder by Mozammel Huq, state
defence for absconding accused
Dafadar Marafat Ali:

@: What is your academic
qualification?

A: Passed SSC in 1966.

Q: At that time whether the
degree was SSC or entrance?

A: SSC.

Q: Did you sit for any de-
partmental examination for
educational qualification?

A Yes.

@: What were those?

A: Fast map reading. English
and Roman Urdu.

Q: What are equivalent de-

grees of those?
A: If anyone passed those
g&% would be equivalent to

Q: Being such an educated
person why didn't become a
complainant of this case in-
st of a witness?

A: The victims were not my
relations, that is why I did not

this case.

- You did not witness any
such incident as you are narrat-
ing now,

A It is not true.

Q: You are here as a witness
being influenced by the 10 and
others.

A: Not true.

Q: One of those whose names
you mentioned was involved in
the incident.

A: They were involved.

G: You are not Havilder Qud-
dus, you are impersonating.

A: It is not true.

Q: You are evidence by
taking financial benefit from
the 10 and the complainant.

A It is not true.

Following are the excerpts of
the cross-examination of Hav-
llder (retd! Mohammad ddus
Sikder by Mohammad Abdul
Wahed, state defence for ab-

sconding accused Lt Col (retd)
Shariful Huq Dalim:

Q: When did you join the 1st
Field Artillery in Comilla?

A: In December, 1973.

Q: Can you say the date?

A: No.

Q: Who was the second in
command (Two-1-C) of your

regiment?
Shariful

A: Major
Dalim.

Q: Upto which date he was
your Two-1-C in your regiment?

A: | don't remember exact
date.

Q: You knew that Major
Shariful Hug Dalim was retired
from the army.

A: No.

At this stage, the judge
wanted to know whether he
(Dalim) went on retirement.

A: He did not take retire-
ment, he was released.

: When?
- | can't give the exact date.

Q: You have said that Major
Dalim went to the ment
once or twice after his retire-
ment. Can you say when he vis-
ited?

A: | can't say the date.

Q: Did take ambush at

u's house with your
associate guards?

A: Yes.

: To stay In I;lﬁng to at-
in pos-
ture is cﬂhﬂem?mbluh s

A: To take position
from the specified position to
resist the attack of enemy is
called ambush.

Q: You took ambush with
your accomplices whether to

B::unrour-dfnrtupmtactuw

sident?

A’ To ourselves. If we
can't ourselves, how will
we the President?

: Did the police guards re-
sort to counterfire after Banga-
bandhu's residence came under
attack?

A: | could not mark that.

Q: Who used to ti*ml:;.'llnnte
between army and ice

A: There was n’f coordina-
tion

@: You took the security

Huq

charge with ammunition on
August 15, 1975 and made am-
bush,

A: It is not true.

Q: When the attackers were
killing the President and his
family members. you were on
move on the first and und
floor of that house and the at-
tackers did not obstruct your
movement.

A: No.

. The attackers did not
snatch arms.

A: True.

Q: "One havilder took Russel
upstairs and after coming back
said all finished” — did you
mention the name of that hav-
ilder in your statement?

A: | did not say because |
don't know the name of that
havilder.

2: Was his name Havilder
?
A: No.

Q: Did you meet Capt Bashar
after the President and his
family members were killed?

A: No, | didn't, because there
was one senior Lo me.

Q: You have said that Capt
Bazlul Huda ordered you to

uard the bodies of that house,
ut Capt Huda was not your
company commander — isn't it?

A Yes.

Q: As per ariny rule you were
not bound to carry out his or-
ders.

A: ] was bound.

Q: Major Dalim did not visit
the r:giglf;:é after his retire-
ment an not to -
bandhu's house at &dm
the August 15 killing.

A: It is not true.

@: You did not properly per-
form your duty to ensure the se-
curity of the President, and
took part in the killing. You
gave l[alse statement to save
yoursell froon becoming an ac-
cused of the case.

A [t Is not true.

Following are the excerpts of
the cross-examination of Hav-
iilder (rtd) Mohammad Qudus
Sikder by Jashimuddin, state
defence for absconding accused
Major (retd) Aziz Pasha:

: What types of arms train-

ing did you receive during your
training period in Pakistan?

A: At first, 303 rifle.

Q: Did you come across a
word "wash out" while having
the target-selection training?

A: Yes.

Q: Had you ever been "washed
out™?

A: No.

Q: Major Aziz Pasha was not
in the One Field Artillery in
1973 in Comilla.

A: Yes, he wasn't.

Q: Where the arms and am-
munition were kept when you
were staying at Road-31?

A. Ammunition was kept in
the guard room of Road-32,
Arms were with us, but there
was a reserve of ammunition in
the house at Road-31.

Q: Did you make any attempt
to resist the firing on August
157

A Yes.

Q: You have said that you
were hoisting the flag when
firing started, then how did you
make the attempt to resist the
attack?

A: First, we went for line
sition and after that 1 looked
for ammunition from the pre-
vious guard commander — and
this is way we tried to build up
resistance.

(J: That means you did not
get r charge.

: Yes

Q@: That means when firing
began, you fled the scene.

A: It is not true.

@: What was the distance of
rece from where you took
line position?

A: Five to six yards.

: What was the height of the
wall you have mentioned?

A: Five feet.

@: You did not see anything
when Bangabandhu's house
came under attack, because
were under the cover of the wall.

A | saw.

@: Lancer and artillery being

operated under separate com-
mandas.

A Yes, It is true,

Q: You did not go to the first
floor of u's house.

A: It is not true,

Q: At that time you did not
have the scope and opportunity
to go to that floor.

A: | had.

Q: How the communications
with the IO took place?

A: CID office sent one person
to me and being informed 1 went
there.

Q: You did not tell the IO that
Major Aziz Pasha asked for
opening the door and fired as it
was not .

A: | told him.

Q: Major Aziz Pasha did not

to Bangabandhu's house or to

e bedroom.

A: It is not true.

Q: You did not tell the 10 that
Major Aziz Pasha shot Begum

Mujib by his stengun taking her
( j m Mujib) to bedroom.
: I told him.

Q: You also did not tell the [O
that he (Aziz Pasha) came down
after killing Sheikh Jamal and
Sheikh Kamal's wife.

A: | told him that he (Pasha)

came down killing all in that
room.

Q: Nor have you said that you
heard the sound of shots and
cries.

A: 1 have said.

Q: You neither have talked .
nor seen or heard Major Aziz
Pasha and Major Farooque or
any other.

A: | have seem them talking.

Q: Major Aziz neither on Au-

st 15 mo nor at time
5'1‘.:1 crme to Bangabandhu's
residence.

A: It is not true.

Q: Major Aziz Pasha did not
commit any crime as charged

the prosecution.
by A: It Is not true.

: Your statement is correct.
: Yes.

Advocate Abdus Sattar Du-
lal, state defence for a
accused Capt Nazmul Hossain
Ansari, to cross-exam-
ine the witness saying that the
witness had not mentioned the
name of his client.

— UNB

Verbatim texts of ﬁrﬂur
cross examinations shall be pub-
lished as and when we receive



