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BGMEA Has a Lot to Do

The Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and
Exporters Association (BGMEA) seems to have at
last woken up to some of its responsibilities. Ini-
tially when the sector was growing at an acceler-
| ated pace, we turned a blind eye to many of the ir-
regularities, including violation of labour laws, lack
of service rules or their manipulation and absence

of safety standards at the garment factories. All be-
cause this fledgling but highly potential industry
needed to maintain its competitive edge over prod-
ucts from rival countries in the international mar-
ket. Today our garments industry has come a long
way and the situation must change.

For a start, the BGMEA has announced that all
13 lakh employees in the garments sector would be
insured under a plan whereby they will be entitled
to a compensation claim worth Tk 40,000 each for
a nominal annual premium of Tk 10. What is so
amazing is that the scheme would be finalised
within just seven days. When such a massive task
is expected to be accomplished within so short a
time, there should not be any doubt about the
BGMEA's potential for catering to the wider welfare
need of its employees. The BGMEA is yet to fix a
reasonable minimum wage for garments workers.
Rules for leave, medical facilities etc are almost
non-existent and above all, the working conditions
in the factories are mostly deplorable.

It took so many deaths for the BGMEA to come
up with the insurance scheme. What more price
the jarments employees will have to pay for better
terms and conditions of service?

We suggest that provision for an automatic
switching-off device — common in factories all over
the world, and one that gets activated through sen-
sor whenever there is a short-circuit, fire or smoke
— be made mandatory for every garments factory.
Second, the breadth of staircases must be stan-
dardised. There should, moreover, be a provision
for alternative exit routes, say, in the shape of
metallic and spiralling staircases. Lastly, as the
BGMEA has itself suggested, the fire evacuation
drill will be of utmost importance for training
the employees in the art of making u‘:m1:rgt:mt.:‘_';'i

Collection Shortfall

Lest its budgetary calculations are crossed, the
government better pay heed to an early warning
conveyed through a Financial Express report pub-
lished on Saturday. This dwelt on the fact that tax
revenue collection in the '96-'97 financial year fell
short of the target by Tk six billion. The current
budget's expense account, both in its revenue and
developmental components, is crucially reliant on
collection of taxes whose net has been cast wider
this year than before.

The government's deficit-financing in the last
fiscal as reflected through its borrowing from the
banking system amounted to Tk 14.97 billion.
This resulted in a liquidity crisis for the banks and
a credit squeeze on the private sector without any
commensurate gain achieved in terms of improved
performance by the heavily subsidised public sec-
tor. If the remittances from Bangladeshi workers
abroad had not increased and the balance on the
foreign account failed to register the slight im-
provement it did last year, the economy would
have been left badly misshapen for the current
year.

The National Board of Revenue (NBR) has as-
cribed poor tax collection to congestion at the Chit-
tagong port wrought of frequent strikes, court
cases at the rate of 300 per month to settle dis-
putes, subsequent release of goods at concessional
in:_lutlues and money spent by the NBR on legal de-

ence.

Now that the use of private equipment has been
unequivocally allowed at the Chittagong port, the
constraint in levy-collection should be deemed
have been removed. At any rate, the port needs to
be freed from the clutch of regressive trade union-
ism and intrusive local politics. The bottom-line
question that arises is: how efficient and incorrupt- :
ible the tax administrators are proving in the per-
formance of their duties? Large-scale tax evasion
should be normally ruled out in a country where
there are not even a million on the paying list.

Bad Roads

The Dhaka City Corporation has asked for a
government grant of Tk 153 crore from a shoe-
string national budget. The objective is hardly de-
velopmental in the sense of being forward-looking,
| rather it is related to repair work which, in most

cases, prove to be patch-worth and thence back to
square one.

The DCC has retold the tale of indiscriminate
road-digging by DESA, WASA, Titas Gas and T&T
and that of incessant rains as reasons for the
roads to be pot-holed and the drains to crack.
While there is pervasive water-logging now in the

rainy season, there will be only cracks,
fissures and undulating stretches during the dry
season :

Why there should have been haphazard excava-
‘tons of roads when a coordinating body existed
| under the joint leadership of the LGRD Minister
and the DCC Mayor? Although it was less than an
apology for a city government concept we had ad-
vocated for the metropolis' march towards the 21st
century, yet one deserves to know where the co-
chairmanship experiment failed. This basic
:;zladcmhlp problem needs to be resolved once for

The DCC under the present leadership of Mayor
Hanif has been preoccupied with the fullll;s of nt}};gr
agencies largely glossing over its own drawbacks.
Thf road repair work has been chronically shoddy.
| Let's see a change there.
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ULY 1997 has been a hot

month in senses more than

one. from a hot
summer month with heavy
rains and floods in a number
of northern districts, it has
witnessed some most signifl-
cant events like three 'hartals’
strike in Chit port, death
of 26 innocent workers in the
outbreak of fire in a number of
garment factories in Dhaka.
vandalism Iin some industries
including one in EPZ,

hts in the dorms of

s' University College and in
Surjya Sen Hall of residence of
DhaZn Umver-it& the indecent
behaviour of e overzealous
fundamentalists at the Eid-e-
Miladunnabi function in the
premises of the Islamic Foun-
dation, Bangladesh Bank's
leB'ﬂmhc:itr plu:mtt of ddlulmm

r eir loan

threats meted uurmﬂm-

nor some of the defaulters,

t Shahabuddin's un-

5 criticism of the politi-

cal (of June 29th but re-

ated thr the media

in July] in students for

their narrow itical g.::.
court judgment on the 8

Itudu-et u.l a bond-fi-
nan naustri Develop-
ment Fund with Tk 2000 crore.
All these have potentially
effects on the

itical-coons the
litical-economic stability of
country which it has been en-

over the last or so
and badly needed for its
smooth . It will be
worthwhile exploring the im-

plications of some of these is-
sues briefly. Some other issues
especially those of financial
sector will be dealt with in the
next week's column.

The ‘'hartals’ of the 3rd,
15th and 30th July seem to
have ominous forebodings.

The half-day 'hartal'’ on Ju
3rd l:nforceg by BNP, the ma n]:'
opposition party, against

The deeper questions of who rules the country in a democracy and what roles the economic interest groups
play in the decision making will have to be clearly answered and practised. Otherwise, the social compact

budget of 1997-98 was not nec-
essary since it expressed its
views on the in the Par-
llament both in words and
deeds.

" their hartal’ on Ju

that one

However, back to the
main line of argument. for
BNP, the reason for
ek o 3rd seems
a pre-play warm up ses-
sion bgce they gcttnt.ﬂcﬂeld
for the tough and protracted

me of ‘'hartal' to overthrow

€ government, just to repeat

what Awami with
Jamaat and Jatiya Party did
during 1994-96. those
days, about 90 people were

killed, thousands were injured.

ping to July 15th "hartal
enforced Jamaat and other
fundamentalist parties, the

same question has to be asked: .

Was it necessary? In of the
unanimou resolu-
tion in the on the
outrageous act of some fanatic
Jews against prophet Moham-
mad (peace be upon him) which
ted national expres-
sion of disgust nst such
act, the adesh religious
fundamentalists thought it fit
to call a day-long "hartal' which
no other countries of the entire
Muslim world did. There was
no need for a ‘hartal’, a
disruptive activity, and
|1 the comments made above
ually apply in this case too.
ol t was mntllrtm unfortunate in
8 case was support given
to this 'hartal' by the principal
opposition party, BNP.
Its image as a secular and

Kabir U Ahmad

will be eroded in no time.

has defi-
tarnished. BNP
leadership should re-
alise that it do better by
projecting itself as a sincere
democratic and secular party
believing in market economy
with social security for the
poor rather than a half-funda-
mentalist obscurantist :
However, the main reason

the religious enfor

democratic party
nitely been

the July 15th mm E.I

haps to assert their poli
religious issue. It
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a show of

for a and
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:tr: allies of Awami
uring in two- -long -
tion during 153‘4'—915 are
now becomi the allies of
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against the t. In the
process of alternating their
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a threat to the " t
;ﬂ' liberation” that the t;'l:; ma-
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will, at some stage,
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country will be not by
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answered and

erwise, the social compact that
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one expects will be
no time.
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ability under Threat?

Fostering Once More a National Reawakening

by Nilratan Halder

At a time when we need more and more Arqgj Alis and Abdul Wahabs among us —
community — to keep the flame of knowledge alight, the so called fundamentalists
at the pursuit of knowledge.

ABINDRANATH in his
dedicatory ace to the
Visvaparichya, a book of
hysical science he authored in
is own lucid style, has
apologetically admitted to
Satyendranath Basu his
infringement on an alien
domain. But at the same time,
the poet has made it clear how
enthusiastically he had been
following science subjects since
his childhood, and about the

preparation he took in writing
the He made extensive use
of a few definitive books as

de-
clared. We do not know how the
Bangalee scientist of Boson
fame, whose name has become

rmanently associated with

nstein for his contribution to
solving the seminal theory of
the great scientist nded to
this apologetic note of dedica-
tion. ore realised the need
for preparing uninitiated
minds for science, to be open to
rational and pragmatic ap-
praisal of all phenomena of na-
ture and human life. So he set
himself the task of writing a
science book.

A simple man of a little
known village Lamchari near
Barisal town did not produce
anythin% comparable to the
scale of literary works by
Tagore but his quest for truth is
no less impressive. Of the 86

the surve;mr-cum-farm:r
ved, he spent 70 years in pur-
suit of knowledge. Self-taught,
this man Araj Ali Matab
has indeed jolted many a con-
ventional idea and belief of our
time. The originality and clar-
ity of his thoughts and
tion as expressed in his hoog;
Sat Sandhane (In search of

truth) and Sristi Rahasya

- = — —— - —

Sir, | fully support the views
of Mr M Kasem of Moghbazar,
Dhaka, which he expressed in
his letter under the above cap-
tion published in these columns

on July 21, 1997.

The t donated one
lakh to Mahbub's family,
whose dead was discovered
inside the wheel carriage of an
aircraft of Bangladesh Biman.

This act of the t sur-
amily be entitled to receive a

for the rash act of the son?

s action might have resulted
in a plane and all the

sengbe:'lu might have shed.

Mahbub lost his life in the

might have taken

many more lives with him. So,

honouring the person as a hero *

is really too much.
On July 13, 1996, the
Meghna intercity train of
Bangladesh Raillway carrying
one thousand passengers,
averted a major accident by the
quick-witted action of a nine-
year-old boy. The p ers
narrowly escaped injury or
death by the boy’s in
The Bangladesh
ﬁw Abul Khair a sum of
2,500 only. We felt really
ashamed by this miserly act.
Here we see Mahbub's family
receiving taka one lakh, we are
sorry he died, but it is his own
fault, a 80 unwisely.
We expect decisions from the
government which are praise-
worthy.

Nurjahan
East Nasirabad. Chittagong.

Stock Market

Sir, To revive the t de-
pressed trading in the stock
market and salvage public con-
fidence, the government should

l'ﬂl’l*.f
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(M of creation) are sim
I‘tﬂ')'+ Rabindranath wﬂg

amazing
have been pleased to delegate
the task of promoting science

nn;mpmpkmuusmanu[u:
soil.
Ali

to fu&umm

was lucky
tion off a" *

bizarre trial at the hands of re- ~

ligious extremists or gangs of

. He was however im-
for about two for
radical views. In his inimi-

cal style the of our
time has dug out life’s truth
from his personal rience,

observation and relentless
study of books of science. theol-
ogy. philosophy and almost ev-
ery subject uder the sun. In-

deed, he achieved truth the hard
way in the Tagorean sense

where the poet loves truth
more 80 because he has kmurﬂy
the daunting challenge to
achieve that.

Abdul Wahab, a freedom
fighter with an open mind and
in quest of answers to questions
relal.lngatg life and nature, of
Salima has not how-
ever been particularly fortunate
in his pursuit of knowledge. A
most able candidate to be the
torch-bearer of the celebrated
Matabbar, Wahab has been
humiliated hjﬂ;E leading fa;—l
wabaj gang area. In a tri
held under their leadership and
in presence of a few hundreds of
their cronies, this man of pro-
gressive and scientific ideas
was found guilty and awarded

the death penalty. Desperate
and fervent appeals from his
wife and children luckily made
penaity. Abdul Watiab had o go
ty. a to go
through the in ty of carry-
w his & strung
. onat'pun-
fﬁmt'nsmd ut only for the
most scandalous types of crime,
and then promise he would
never study any book other
than the scriptures. It should be
mentioned that Wahab not only
had developed interests in vari-
ous subjects but was also able to
imbibe the spirit in a large
number of youths of his area.
Himself an avid reader of
books, mostly those of modern
science, he lent them to the in-
terested youths for studying
from his own rich collection.

This enviable job the man
was quietly accomplishing.
Only not to the of those
religious fundamentalists.

They wanted to silence his voice

:11115\!! fnt:l'“all anddal;n bring an

to spread ol progressive

ideasandkl'e:vlndgcamungﬂlt
g

readi circle he organised
fmns&inﬂy. They were able
o make him swear things

against his will. Now the man is
known to be fleeing his tormen-
tors. We do not know what the
common Bleoplc think of him
and how view the staging
of a trial for him. However it is
not difficult to understand
that even if they did not approve

of the excesses by the ~
extremists, tl::g dar not
protest the barbarity in the
name of a trial the holders
claim as sanctioned by reli-

on. Then there must be a

test against thig act. of vio-

atfon of an individual's rights.
Our constitution tees
freedom of thoughts and ex-

ession. These fundamental

uman ts also enshrined in
the UN charter cannot be al-
lowed to be undermined by a few
zealots.

At a time when we need more
and more Araj Alis and Abdul
Wahabs among us — particu-
larly in the village commu-
nity — to k the flame of
knowledge alight, the so called
fundamentalists have struck a
serious blow at the pursuit of
knowledge. Religious intoler-
ance negates the rational ap-
proach and if religion itself is
no impediment to a modern and
rational a sal of a subject,
its traders are. And that really
is a problem here. It appears
that Abdul Wahab lives in a
time that is more intolerant
than when the Matabbar lived.
He died only 12 years back and
surpri y the peers of Char-
monai, Barisal never tried to
make a hell of his life. Instead,
they held Matabbar in high es-
teem. In fashioning a demo-
cratic society, we must be re-
s 1 of ent opinions,

erent beliefs or faiths and
even contradictory views or in-

particularly in the village
have struck a serious blow

ons. Instead, our poli-
giou dnﬂuunndfnﬂedtnrt:lkl;
8
elements
— better say
to derive

o [Such mtﬂﬂml‘mma..

tics has mostly

a stand
IFIHIH u
abused — re

maiterial or tical

communalism and re

persecution. We have been wit-
ness to a number of }nd

at-
wabq leaders have taken law in
their own hands and subjected

innocent people, mostl]
women, to ordug of the Mi

cruel incidents where

Age-style.

This is not the way of taking
to the new millen-
ans fail to

m-
glect their role, society will

CRimicty  Pveat (hese whso et
are

our
nium. If
understand or

to be up secularism
not
hibitin

Then
very
the

organised a rally in N
test the trial of

tablished

any credit to it by ex-
religious pretension.
t a t others, say,
social and other leaders? It is
heartening to know that
Bigyan Chetana Parishad

Wa-
. A member of the parish

in his speech demanded that a
centre for open discourses be es-
exactly on the same

lace where Wahab was sub-
ected to limitless humiliation.

This demand has tremendous
S s et o
a ., 'we
mn-mhnnms to
the fundamentalists, a ty
as exhibited and their defiance

to

It has to be purs
mind because that is
we can alive the spirit of

Wahab and serve the

[ OriNION
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take the following steps imme-
diately:

(a) All financial institutions
including the banks be asked to
maintain the statutory liquid-
ity reserve in theti;i-:m of shares
markets instead of existing reg-
ulation to invest in government
securities and bonds.
be allowed to be treated as in-
vestment allowance for income

tax assessment ;
(c) Dhridem] income from

publicly traded companies
should be totally exempted
from income tax.
(d) The rates of interest in
overnment securities and
nds should be substantially
lowered to divert fund towards

capital market..

Ad Ataul H
House No. 448 , Road No. 31
New Dohs, Mohakhall, Dhaka

m
s, but also for develop-
ment of education, business,
commerce and industrial pur-
poses. By using computers in
the educational purpose, we can
build up such a scientific and
technological nation that can
I;?ridlc : e challeng:ghtil ttlllle
sl century stro 7 e
nation m“w;; competi-
tor of the devel countries.
The Prime Minister's ambi-
tion is to build up our nation as
a scientific and technological
one which can be done with
nothing but computer and com-
puterised technology. The gov-
ernment has alre decided to
build up the data entry and

e

software export industry from
which we can earn a lot of for-
eign currency. Then it will be a
glorious achievement for near
about 78 lakh educated people
who are now unemployed. But it
totally depends upon the avail-
ability of computers. If the mce
of computers increases, n
the co ter course, inaugu-
rated in the schools and col-
leges the t, will
have to a t .On
the other hand, the black mar-
ket of the parts of computers
will be strongly increased be-
cause of the chc ghhzf com-
puters in t nei uring
country. The business, indu

and b will also be ai-
fected by this. We, therefore,
earnestly hope and pray that
the Prime ister and Fi-
nance Minister would be kind
e to withdraw the Tax and

computers.

M Nazmul Ahsan Khan

Dept. of Business Adminis-
tration

North South University,
Dhaka.

Names in Bangla

Sir, It's surpris that in
nmte of mlgznnf 5 years
the libera of the coun-
try, we have not yet liberated
ourselves from the web of Ara-
bic and Persian names.
We are and have beer! adopt-
ing Arabic and Persian names

for our children. There is no
dearth of good names in Bangla

‘n the developed Islamic

countries like Malaysia. In-
donesia, 'lI'urk:}n Kazakistan
etc., e are naming their
child:gpin their nw"‘ﬁ lan-
guages.

Let there be total conversion
of names of the present and fu-
ture generations in Bangla, for

the sake of Bangladeshi iden-
tity. Let some people come for-
ward with appropriate names
in Bangla language in confor-
mity with our cultural heritage.
have all the praise for some
new generation people who
have adopted pure Bangla
names e.g., Supon, M :
Lavloo. Chnm&a. Shampa.,
Babul, Bulbul, Mohan, Bijoy,
Ronjoo, Kiron, Sheela, Bhag-
vati, Dilip, Shantoo, Bhodoo,
Mahanto, Kajal, Chanda, ;
Khokha, Bachchu, Lal Mia,
Tota Mia, Lalloo, Raju, Laju,
Sunil, Dipak, Anjali, j etc.
I also feel surprised that
some are adopting English
names for their children e.g.
Liton, Milton, Jewel, Lucy,
Lucky, Hero, Jo;;_. Jolly, Doly,
Beauty, Tomy. Tony. Mister,
Hitler, Rubel, Russel, Hercules,
George, Richard etc. There are
thousands of names out
of which we can select for our
children.
In this connection, | invite
valued opinions of other read-
ers.

M Sulaiman
201 Road
Dhaka- 1000

Rain harvesting

Sir, It is that the -
ernment have some rain-har-
vesting main or pilot project in
operation, in view of the pres-
ence of arsenic in ground water
in some areas.

Pilot projects create aware-
ness of small and traditional
technologies, much neglected
these days due to pressurised
market-oriented Tgerqm:tu of the
foreign donors. state, as fa-
cilitator, may not compete with
private enterprise.

A Zabar
Dhaka

Star on its editorial ca

24th July 97 issue. It is not

thought-provoking

During the last hartal r:alledl
, [ was
ocked to see pictures of girl
L like ltre't:t
icketi poor rick-
shuw-wafu whonghad to take
out for their
immediate reac-
tions were 'what sort of educa-
tion they are getting in these
educational institutions' ::1“1

by the opposition

students running
urchins,

the risk of
livelihood. M

‘what kind of mothers they
make to our future tion
Now, again the

dents of rival

Eden Girls University

rocked the whole campus and
surpassed all past records of

female hostility and
siveness. The brutality
elty that they exhibited

the clash has tarmmished the fair
and beautiful name of 'woman-
hood’. "Woman', an epitome of
dignity, seems to have
myth in the eye ol'ﬁ:-

t

love and
become a

sent ation, who has

all consciousness of our her-
it of social and moral values
code of behaviour. Such ex-
treme violence in women of our
is unthinkable and
alien to feminine nature
— unless they lose their sanity
for some plausible reasons. |

society
simpl

repeat, what sort of mother

dren — our

have the supreme obliga
give proper gu

‘Brutal Student Politics' in its
praiseworthy but very muc

; dents for
explosion of
a bombshell in the form of vio-
lent clash between female stu-

dents. It is t
nmmmbhfm%t
and sincere teacher — a bit of

sympathy, some understanding

cru-

structive
peaceful and tension-free atmo-
thm. essential for the wel-
are,

progress
of our country, one the poorest
in the world. Our m
would make to their own chil- eration, the real
posterity?
Who are to blame for all this
— parents, teachers or our re-
spected leaders? Parents who
tion to
idance to their

children from childhood in ac-
cordance with the traditional.

"Brutal Student Politics”

Professor Mehrunnisa Ahmed
I congratulate The Dail social and moral norms and

codes of behaviour and help
them to face the world in future
with self-confidence and self-
respect in befit manner,
easily nuagmdedcm h'np:g II;;
outside evil forces as is evident
by what we have recently wit-
nessed — the 'reign of terror’,
unleashed the female stu-
dents on the Girls College

University campus.

The téachers of our ‘
especially of colleges and -
versities, have a much greater
role to play in the life of stu-
are with
adolescents — an of extreme

emotions and sen t{ Guid-
ance and counselling

easier if the teachers could eamm
love and tnftlmirné:-
z t

and. of course, quite a good deal

of patience are needed.

All this, again, tly de-
pend on our leaders
who have the and re-

sponsibility to the nation

to a better future of and
rosperity and social justice.
eamest request to is

to establish healthy and con-
politics. Create a

and development

g
and torch-bearers

the country
:fngoutcn must be
in the ﬂuﬂrmlﬂ of
present politics.

The writer is the Rw' of
Central Women's Un ity.
Dhaka.
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