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News snaps
Langalbandh-Kushtia bus service snapped

From Our Correspondent

MAGURA, Aug 1: Direct bus service between Langalbandh of

district and Kushtia town remained due to bad

shape of Ganges Kobodakh (GK) Canal road resulting an
immense to the local people of the route.

Hundreds of passengers includin
traders are compelled to use Langalbandh-Kushtia route via
Magura and Jhenidah pucca road which is 50 kms longer than
the above mentioned road. As a result, price of essential
commodities increased rapidly.

2 absconding convicts arrested

From CHT Correspondent

KAPTAI ' ti). Aug 1: Police arrested two absconding
convicts from Shilchharipara in Kaptai thana of the district on

Sunday in a raid.
The rounded up convicts were identified as M

Jai Marma, 30, and Sisa Mong Marma, 28, who were sen
with a rigorous imprisonment of 14 months each by a

magistrate court of Rangamati, Kaptai thana police said.
Mpﬂmmmttnhngagmﬂmurt.pﬂ

Body recovered
From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL., 1: Body of a young man was recovered by po-
lice from a ;l:lgal of Agailjhara thana in Barisal district re-

cently.
giiumﬁmmd,ﬁbdurRahmpm.am
village Lakkhan Kati under Gourunadi thana in

was remained untraced for two days.
On the day of his mi some unidentified

him out from his house. He remained missi
Farida m. mother of Repan filed a case wi
thana in this connection.

Youth commits suicide

From Our Correspondent

NATORE, Aug 1: A young man committed suicide
pMnaltlly at village Bamanpara of Lalpur thana in thEy district

source, Abdur Razzak, 22, son of Fakir

to
Uddin of para of Lalpar thana committed suicide
hm.mlmuuuﬂhe suicide could not be known.
A case was filed with Lalpur police.
Shortage of train engines
PABNA, Aug 1: Railway ers in western zone have

been suffering a lot as tralmcm:iﬂy the mail and local
not move on schedule due to shortage of engines, re-

source said 117 p er trains and 15
trains in the zone. But schedule tion of trains is
hampered for lack of available es. In Lioad gauge sec-
tion, out of 68 . life-span of 55 and in metre sec-
tion, out of 50 . life-span of 19 were . due
to lack of skilled man r, necessary spare s and req-
uisite fund, 10-12 defective e es can not repaired in
Parbatipur Railway locomotive .

Huge quantity of smuggled goods seized

COMILLA, Aug 1: The Ba esh Rifles (BDR) nnel
lﬁsedah%cmlmﬁtynfamu goods worth Taka 6 crore 50
lakh and ousand from different border areas of Comilla
Eg‘? Bruhmargnsbgna districts during the first six months of

women, students and

man of
district

people called
from then.
Gourunadi

ones, can

ports UNB.
An official

run d

A BDR source said the sm goods included 14,958 bot-
tles of sidyle syrup. 161 kgs of ganja, 6115 bottles of wine,
12, Indian sarees, 152,292 kgs of sugar and 45,933 kgs of

salt. Besides, smuggled milk Fawder. electrical equipment,
spare parts and were also seized. o

Middlemen depriving jute growers

LALMONIRHAT, Aug 1: Raw jute has a in the markets
of the district and is selling at Tk 160 to Tk 200 per maund
according to quality, reports BSS.

There are a few jute purchasing centres in the district. But
they did not start purchase of jute. In the absence of ju.e pur-
chasing centres,
and farias are ]

. They are purchasifig jute at low price wheén the needy
ute growers come to sell their cash crop.

Afforestation drive in Bhola

BHOLA, Aug 1: District Agriculture Extension
has taken up a pl?rnnnnc to plant about 1.64 lakh
in seven thanas
Of the total . 50,000 will be planted in Sadar thana,
10,000 in Dawlat Khan, 18,700 in Borhanuddin, 20,000 in
Lalmohan, 10,000 in Tajumuddin, 50,000 in Charfassion and
t has also distributed

among 1,700 farmers in seven thanas
ture Support Services Programme.

3 killed by snake bite

SATKHIRA, Aug 1: Three persons, two of them women, died
by snake bite in three thanas of the district recently, reports
A&wdlrlf to family source, Alhaj Sheikh Shamsur Rah-
man, 60, of vi thl.t?iur undt:{u Kﬂligmjmﬂum died by
was in his room. Khatun,
55, wife of Shamsur Rnhmanpiﬁﬂnr of Godai ter

ent
sa
the district in the current season, regupul:'li:

Crimes on rise

MOULVI BAZAR, Aug 1: A total of 238 criminal incidents
took in Moulvibazar district in the months of April and
May year, to a report of the district law and order
comunittee, r j

The report said, 10 persons were murdered and one person
was during the months. Besides, three dacoities, 25
thefts three cattle-liftings were committed in different
places of the district. A total of eight women were violated and
tortured and a police-man was also harassed du the period.
173 other minor criminal incidents were also ;

ona matter. The clash ensued following taking baths of

children a local pond.

| Rly earns profit
CHAPAINAWABGAN.J, 5 adesh Railway western

zone earned Tk 106,61,20, during last fiscal year, which
shows an increase of Tk 7 crore than the previous fiscal year,

In the fiscal 1995-96 the railway earned Tk 99,18.49.000.
Official sources said out of the total, 28,08 88,000 was earned

from passengers, :
carryir:g 7.88, metric tons of goods and Tk 21,69,68,000
from o sectors.

]

town Bahalgasia in sadar thana of the
district, died of snake bite recently, reports BSS.
Local sources said, the deceased was bitten by

way home from vi Auliapur. Snake charmers tried to bring
the poison out from body, but failed.
Woman hacked to death
SYLHET, Aug 1: A rickshaw- of village in

Zaintapur thana hacked to death his nine month pregnant wife
with a sharp weapon recently, reports UNB.

h:mr[dcl':g police, rickshaw-puller Manju Mia, 30, fw
a family murdered his wife Peara m with a sharp ' ,
Police recovered the body and arrested cruel husband. The
was badx sent to Osmani Medical College Hospital for post
mortem. A case was filed with the police.

Uplift projects work progressing
RANGPUR, Aug 1: Rangpur Zila Parishad has undertaken a
programme to execute more than 21 projects in 8 thanas of the
district at a cost of Taka 5.81 crore during the current fiscal
year, reports BSS.

Under the pr

amme, constructions and re-constructions of
roads, bridges .

dak banglows will be executed in the district.
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GAIBANDHA: A rural boy of flood affected Fulchhari thana in the district returning to his

plucking leaf from jute plants (Patshak). It is his daily food now.

temporary shelter after
— Star photo

42 fishermen
feared drowned
as boats, trawlers

capsize in Bay
From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Augl: At least
42 fishermen were feared drow-
ned as nine boats and two
trawlers capsized in the Bag of

in the rivers in Pat-
uakhali, Bhola and Barg
districts Wednesday.

Witnesses said. 13 fishermen
are feared dead as three boats
sank near Asharchar in the Bay
some 70 kilometre f{rom
Patharghata.

Two boats and one trawler
with 22 fishermen on board
sank in to M na river near
the offshore islands of Dublar-
char and Charkukrimukri in
Bhola district.

Four more fishing boats and
a trawler capsized with seven
fishermen on board near
Mahipur some 4 kilometer
fromn Kuakata under Kalapara
thana of Patuakhali district.

Five fishermen - Abul Hos-
sain, Ramzan, Liakat, Safiqul
and Ali — were rescued.

una

T‘“Qﬁ lieged ter;bri_sg.
" held 1n Sirajgan
SIRAJGANJ, Augl: Three

alleged terrorists were held
while trying to loot valuables
from the office of a foreign
company in Rliqnn::{a thana on
Tuesday, reports ;

The terrorists — Altaf Hos-
sain, 35, Abdul Khaleque, 20,
and Alamgir, 24 — stormed the
office of Samwhan Corpora-
tion, in constru of
the approach road of Jamuna

Multipurpose Bridge, at Nakla
in the thana.

Em Ioﬂree: of the com
clug; them ,ﬂd,hm":ﬁﬁ
handed over to police. A case
was flled.

Faridpur Press
Club executives

From Our Correspondent

FARIDPUR, July 30: Munshi
Harun-or-Rashid and Montu
Das Gopi were elected president
and general secrctary reso)cc-
tive:( of Faridpur Press Club
for the year 1997-98 Lhrough an
election held here recently.

Anniversary
of death

The first anniversary of
death of late Mohim Chandra
Nath will be held today
[S&turﬂ{:{vl at his village home
at Binodpur in No ali dis-
trict, UNB.

Late Nath died of cancer in
Dhaka on July 30 last year at

the age of 76.
He left behind his wife. four
sons, three ters and a host

of relatives and well-wishers.
His youngest son, Shankar Bi-
hari Nath, is a sub-editor of the
United News of Bangladesh
(UNB).

Relatives and well-wishers
have been requested to attend
the first-year holy ritual of
Sradha of late Nath.

BAU exams
from Sept 21

MYMENSINGH, Aug 1: Ex-
aminations of different de-

partments of Bangladesh Agri-
culture University (CAU) will

mm&mM*m

The examinations are: MSC
(Vet Science) 1991, MSC (AH)
1991, MSC (Fisheries) 1991,

MSC E 1991, MSC
1991, Msc

P Ext u;:'dl 1991,
MSC Ecoj 1 MSC
Eco-General) 1992 v
Detailed schedule of the ex-
aminations will be announced
in due time, according to a BAU

press release.

f

RANGAMATI. A 1: Water
of 68,800 hectares Kaptai Lake
which criss-cross the three hill
districts of Rangamati, Kha-

achharl and Bandarban has
] n contaminated beyond safe
imit.

Some 450 people of the lake
area died due to various water-
borne diseases in the last six
months. A total of 87 persons
died of diarrhea d June 15
to July 15 this year alone, ac-
cording to reports received from
the local representatives and
concerned officials.

Over two lakh people have
complaints of intestinal dis-
eases which the Public Health
experts said due to drinking and
tusagc of contaminated lake wa-
er.

The lake water contains bac-
teria in alarming proportions,
drinking of which, according to
the health rts, may cause
outbreak of cholera, diarrhea,

From A K M Zahoorul Hug

typhoid, dysentery and other
intestinal diseases within a
short span of time.

Public Health experts and
environmental specialists re-
cently conducted a sample study
to determine how far the lake
water was safe for use.

Chemical tests revealed that
about 500 coliform bacteria ex-
isted in 100 mili-litre of lake
water, where water with onl
two bacteria are said to be e
for use. Moreover, foll the
recent flash flood. the Kaptai
Lake water has become so much
muddy that it can not be taken
for even bathing or washing
cloth and utensils.

Environment Directorate
also simultaneously tested wa-
ter from 12 other district head-
quarters of Chittagong division
and contamination with col-
iform bacteria varies from 20-

400 in every 100 mili-litre of
water,

P

Literacy rate slowing
down in Sylhet

RAJNAGAR (Moulvibazar).
Aug 1: Participants at a work-
shop here recently identified a
root cause of retardation in the
field of education in greater
Sylhet, reports BSS,

They said the children of
greater Sylhet
abroad after th
and this trend is gradually
slowing down the rate of liter-
acy as well as standard of edu-
cation in the district.

The workshops on "Prob-
lems and solution of education

programme in Raj thana”
was or sed by Moulana Mu-
fazzal Hussain Women's College

here recently. With eminent
economist and chairman of
B adesh Unna Parishad
(BUP) Dr. Quaz uzzaman
Ahmad In the chair, the work-
shop was participated by educa-
tionists, politiclans and gov-
ernment officials of Rajnagar
thana under Moulvibazar dis-
trict. uty commissioner of
Moulvibazar G K M Nurul Amin
was the chief guest.

The participants said that
unlzv slgérr cent success in the
las examinations in Raj-
nagar thana had created con-
cern among all guardians,
teachers and the general mlc

They said absence o =
quate teachers in the educa-
tional institutions and lack of
coordination between
E::rdun: and teachers were

other main reasons of such
backwardness in the field of ed-

opt for goin
gecume . ungg

ucation in thi$ area.

The participants strongly
felt that unified efforts should
be launched immediately in
greater Sylhet to resolve all
problems facing education in
this region.

Dr. Quazi Kholiquzzaman
Ahmad stressed the need for
creating awareness among the
guardians and students h}r
side dmIOplI:ﬁ the sense o

values
He also called for motivating
rls towards education to help
them establish in the society

with dignity and honour.

Schoolboy killed
by lightning

NILPHAMARI, Awgl: A
schoolboy was killed and a
injured by lightning

inWest Kuchiarmor village in
Sadar thana recently reports

UUNB.

Villagers said Swapan, 11,
son of one Shlchindrﬂth of
the will was seriou in-

jured when a thunderbolt

struck him in a field acent to
their residence while
home their cow during heavy
fall at about 4 pm,
One Dijen who was wal

alongside Swapan, a class
student of the a Non-
overnment Primary School,
rought him to Nilphamari
Sadar Hospital where doctors
declared him dead.

Kaptai Lake water contaminated

The specialists, ar:uurdhg to |
w-

a source from the Local
ernment Council of Rangamati
Hill District had been shocked
to find the so high bacteria
content and expressed their

ave concern to the local au-
thorities.

More than a million people
of the three districts use water
of the Kaptai lake directly or
indirectly which was appar-
ently clean.

More is that dan-
gerous bacteria infection has
also been noticed in the water
supplied from the treatment
plants.

The specialists from the En-
vironment Pollution Control
Directorate tested water sup-
plied from the treatments

lants of the three hill district
eadquarters found 300 cali-
form bacteria in 100 mili-litre
of water. Hotels and restaurants
as well as the rest house man-
s W e e e
were 5
coliform infa::dted water to mr
customers guests, :
sts said u'egjgd wa-

ter 'and’

nated by the lake water which

. mixes with the supplied water

in way or the other,

Surprisingly. the Krana-

phuli hydro-station authorities

| at Kaptai has been u1zppl¥lng an
mu

al proportion o
with water to some 10,000 con-
sumers from its so-called mod-
em water treatment plant, built
in 1993 last at a cost of about
Taka thT;e: crore, sufferers al-
; situation apparently
has worsened following the re-
cent flash flood.

The chairman of ati
municipality, Moni Swapan
Dewan, said water tanks and

ipe-lines remained unclean
or years which was another
reason for contamination of
treated water. The municipali
authorities could not do the jo
for constraint of fund, he said.

Mohammad Shah Alam, the
Deputy Commissioner of

mati hill district said,
the authorities concerned has
been asked to find out the
causes of contamination and
luﬁ:t wﬂ'l to control it.

h Alam further said a
systematic c should be
launched to warn the lake wa-
ter-users of the and mo-
tivate them to use water
or on tubewell water.

But other sources said many
tubewells in the three hill dis-
tricts of mati, h-
hari and Bandarban had either
£nc out of order or did not sink

cnoufh to reach the ground
water level,

The Bail 9
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Pabna Irrigation Project

BWDB refutes allegations

PABNA, Aug 1:
Bangladesh Water Develop-

ment Board (BWDB) has refuted
allegations of indifference and
lack of endeavours to protect
the Pabna Irrigation and Rural
Development (embankment)

Project, reports BSS.
n a clarification Wednesday

the board said erosion on the
right bank of the Jamuna river
had increased since last De-
cember at Pechakola-Nakalia
area in Bera thana under Pabna
district.

To save the project, the
board took measures to con-
struct a "retired (supporting)
embankment" behind the main
one.

As a long term project, the
board has also proposed im-
plementation of a river train-
ing project and submitted a pro-
{;&ct concept paper (PCP) to the

lanning Commission and
Economic Relations Division
(ERD), seeking Taka 213 crore
in foreign aid.

The local people strongly
protested land acquisition pro-
grammes for a temporary "re-
tired embankment”, fearing
that if the project was materi-
alised, the long term river
training project would be aban-
doned, the board said.

They pressed the board to
control the erosion by throwing
"sandbags” and concrete blocks
as an immediate remedy, the
BWDB statement said.

It said despite being an "inef-
fective solution,” the board was
forced to adugt the “aandbag"
project which cost Tk 1.50
crore.

The BWDB statement said
the apprehension of the board
turned true as the sandbags
failed to project the embank-
ment, incurring a loss of Tk 50
lakh as 1.2 kilometers of em-
bankment was devoured by the
river.

The statement said observ-
ing the failure of sandbags in
protecting the erosion, local

ple seemed to have taken a
enient view and they allowed
the board to construct the "re-
tired embankment.”

In the process, a project cost-
ing Tk 10.36 crore was planned,
and cooperation of the district
administration and the local
people for land acquisition was
sought on April 23, 1997,

e board initiated the pro-
ject on June 8, 1997, but the
progress of work was obstructed

by a section of local people and
contractors, the statement said.

As the p of work was
not satisfactory, the project di-
rector requested the deputy
commissioner (DC) of Pabna on
June 19, 1997, to direct the con-
cerned contractors to speed up
the work of the retired em-
bankment to at least reach a
position to check the onrush of
water from the river.

Subsequently the DC con-
vened a meeting of the contrac-
tors and the local elite when the
contractors claimed 80 cent
of the work had been finished
gfa.lnat the board's observation

20 per cent F Ao

The dtgg tg' commissioner
registered observations of
the board and the contractors
and decided to take a joint mea-
suremernt led by a magistrate on
..Iu]¥2. 1997, the statement said.

he joint measurement
committee found that the
progress of the work was 19.38.
e board said, realising the
%ravit of the situation the
WDB formed a task force on
June 19, 1997, which opined
that the contractors would not
be able to finish minimum
work required to check onrush
of water.

The project director along
with thana nirbahi officer
(TNO) of Bera in consultation
with village market committee
(hat committee) temporarily re-
solved the problem of nng-dﬂ:le
construction through the t
area on July 13, 1997, the
statement said.

The non-cooperation of a
vested quarter was responsible
for the slow pace of work and as
a result, water started entering
through a broken point of the
embankment and vast area of
the project was inundated on

July 14, 1997, the statement
said. .
Rohingyas accept

ration

From Our Correspondent

COX'S BAZAR, Augl: The
Rohingya refugees at the Kutu-
palong camp accepted ra-
tions after a 9-day boycott ig-
noring the threat and pressure
of the militant group Wednesday.

The refugees started taking
rations at pm ending the
demonstrations in front of the
camp.

tape-water in the hotels:
~ and restaurants are contami- -
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+ SRIMANGAL: Pipes being installed like tubewells for
creating outlets of leaked out gas with a view to

avoiding greater mishaps in future. This photo was taken
from Fulban Tea Estate.— Star photo by Anisur Rahman

RANGPUR: Dhek:, the traditional instrument for crushing
paddy and other essential items is on the verge of
extinction following setting up of husking mills in rural
areas of the district. Now it exists in small number and is
being utilised for multifarious purposes. Picture shows
three rural women are engaged in crushing 'bricks' used

for construction purposes.

— Star photo

Action against
village quacks
sought

PABNA, 1: Public health
is threatened due to the rise in
a number of pharmacies with-
out licence, quack and rov-
ing ° in the district in an
?Jl]%mjng proportion, reports

The medicine shops without
licence have sprung up in dif-
ferent hats bazars. Accord-

to statistics there are about
150 pharmacies in the ra
areas most of which are ut
licence.

Issul drug licence re-
mained :I,ned l!nce 1986 and
::&n the ldhuntqt. the

ne shops have s u
with the connivance mplﬁ“‘mp
dishonest officials nl_'niht de-
partment concerned. The own-
ers or salesmen of these shops
having no training sometimes

e medicine caus-

wrong
ing suffering to the patients.

Besides, the public health is
also threa due to sale of
date-expired and sub-standard
medicines in these shops.

Local people that the
quacks and kab be
med-li::ll‘n;:. til'?.r fatal diseases
cau in many cases.

Local leaders have urged the
authorities to take Immediate
action against the unlicensed
pharmacy owners and village
quacks.
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Khulna Newsletter

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Aug 1: Khulna
Kotwali poulire recently ar-
rested eight criminals from
different areas of the city. They
are Abul, Kupon. Jiten, Moin,
Jabbar, Igbal. Nasim and
Mukta. All the arrested persons
were wanted in several criminal
cases.

Kotwali thana police ar-
rested a youngman Zakir on
charge of abducting Gulshan
Ara, 17, daughter of Abdul Latif
of Mollahat thana.

She was abducted recently
from her parent's house in the
city. police said. ‘

Mugger arrested

Kotwali thana police ar-
rested an alleged mugger Selim,
24, from Shaheed Hadis Park.

He recently mugged Taka
3,600 from a businessman of
Natun Bazar, police said.

Two alleged
pirates held

Koria thana police arrested
two alleged pirates — Alam and
Khokon — and recovered two
shutter guns along with 26
rounds ol cartridges on their

ssion from the Sundar-
area recently. -

Spurious phenyl
recovered

Kotwali police in a swoop in
Baro Bazar recently recovered
33 cans of spurious phenyl from
a shop. But none was arrested in

this connection.

Y outh killed
in Panchhari

road mishap

From CHT Corrcspondent

PANCHHARI] (Khagrach-
hari). Aug 1. A speeding killer
‘ruck has claimed Lhe lilc ol a

outh on Sunday mornin

nocking him from behind »
Pind Farm area ia Nanchaarl
ti:ana of the disird -0

Acco:Cing 1o Panchheor!
thana polirec, Zahir. 23. of "La-
balchhari 11 hlnllr.:nfn thare
of the distsict died [astanu
when he wns bil by an enrly
speeding truck at 8.30 o when
he was standing at road side ol
Pind Farm area in Panchhari
thana.
ik marpd

The of ﬁml sent
to Khagrachhari Sadar Hospi-
tal for autopsy.

A case was registered with
Panchhari thana police in this
connection.




